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Ith into Courtes in curioſitie, 

Manhead, maners, nurture and courteſie: 

f ia the head great vertue doth advance, 

So in the members, I thinke ſuch like ſhould bee, 
Courage, kindneſſe, geotrice and honeſtie, 
To doe the head ſeruice and obeyfance, bY 
To God alone alſo for his pleaſance x 29 
And failyeing that all is but fantaſie, 
For worldlie mirth would haue ſome temperence, 


Some comes to Court to ſerue their King and Qe 
To conques lands ſome ſets their courage cleene: f 
Great Lords and Lairds the Court would hold i in hand: | 
Some their kinſemen to Court cauſes conucene. ; 
Some for to ſee, and others to bee ſeene. | 
With broad bucklers, brawling with birneſt brand; 
Some there gets foes, others ſome friendſhip fand? 
Some gets pleaſure, other gets tray and teene, 

Yee know che Court cannot aye table ſtaad. 
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In Court that time was good Sir Da#/d Lyndeſays 
In vulgare tongue hee bure the bell that day, 
To make meter right cunning and expert, 
And Maſter Jabs Ballentine ſooth to lay, 
Make him marrow to Dæuid well wee may, 
And for the third Matter iam Stewart, ON 
To make in Scats hee knew right well the aire, . 9 8 be 
Biſhop Dw«rie ſometime of Gallow4y, W 
kor his pleaſure ſometime would take their part. 
. A A 


| i | 1E Px OLOGY x, * 
; 1 
And I my ſelfe with ſmall intelligence, 
| Thought in that cace to ſhew my diligence, 
To manifeſt my weake wit and 1agine, 
At theſe foure: ſome, asking leaue and licence, 
With hat io hand, kneeling with rederence, 
| Mite for tolearne a leſſon or a line, 
their practicke to mee a point propine, 
| They ſaid, Goo to, fhew ſome experience, 
And Ito them therefore promil'd the wine, 
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So ⁊t theſe foure when Thad leeue purchaſt, 

To them ſaid i, what matter is mee teſt, 

For to begin? ( quoth they) we would ye drew 
Some Dialogue, or at gument that is beſt, 

Aud that will make your matter manifeſt, 

So folke may know the falſe tale by the true. 

For Dialogues ( quoth I) web get a enew 2 

7 And ſo from them incontinent mee dreſt, 

And tooke good · night, and ſaid Good ſirs, dev 


ZBut yet knew not what my matter ſhould bee, 

| "Whether of mirth or yet of grauitie, 

Alter dupper to bedde I made mee boun, 

So in my ſleepe mee thought I ſawſoothly , 
Ladie Venus comming, and ſpake to mee, 

And ſaid, I come with thee for to reaſon, 
Therefore my words ſee that thouſ1or cheſſong 
Touching my ſtate, honour and digmrie, 

Forget mee not when thou makes thy ſermon. 


So on the morne when time was for to riſe, 
I thought | would begin mine interpriſe, 
od remembred on Ladie Venn, Queene. 
Keſt in my minde ofter than once or twiſe, 


Y 1 


Thal ſhee bade mee with her matter aduile, 
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And rknew ſmall what her matter did meane, 
Conſidering at mee her ſelfe had beene,, 
1 wiſt not well what matter to deviſe, 
Her for to pleaſe, and ta eſcape her teene. 


And ſo at ſhort my pen I tooke in hand, 
Began to Write at Queene Venus command, 
A little quair, I ken not it yee knew it, 
Embrowd aboue with barbarons tearm es bland, 
And with trim tearmes molt vſed vp on land, 
As to the name Dame Yenw Court they call ii, 
1 know not well if euer ſirs yee law it, 
Deliuerde it vnto my Maſters foure, 
Who it receiu'd, and readilie read ouer. 


This little quair,when they had read and ended, 
Some (aid that heard they greatlie it commẽded 
And ſo in haſte delivered it againe, 

To euerie verſe therein they condeſcended, 
And ſaid, they knew therwith none was offended 
Except it was a pridefull poore putane, 

At whoſe words men wold take but ſmal diſdain 
Who Ffound faults, al foure they wold defend jt 
By word & deed, with might & all their maine, 


A proper wench came to mee ona day, 
One of mine nts, but thereto 7 (aid nay, 
My booke to borrow greatlie thee did enquire , 
A pledge therefore, ſhe ſaid, ſhe would dowa lay 
While ſhee it read within a weexe or tway: 
go I granted that thing ſhee did deſire, 
But in few dayes mine ant begowth to tyre, 
Her pyot tongue, her poet tongue! ſhould ſays 
Might ſuffice well to preach ia barne or byte, 
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My book againe ſh: brought, and cald it good 


And ſald, ſome tearmes was the not vndetſtood. 0 

Becauſe they were ſo high and curious, NI 

Marucilde at mee how I dutſt euer doe it. 1 ir 

Againſt women to ſpeake ſo rough and rude, 1 
And ſaid, 1 trow your minde was furious. 

Quod 7, Ladie, the matter ſtandeth thus. 1 
When two agrees in one ere they conclude, n 
On force their talke muſt bee contrarious. 5 

Therefore, Miſtreſſe, I muſt hold you excuſed, 1 

* truſt ſuch tearmes before few times yee vied, 8 
Or at the leaſt , yee came not where they grew, | ' 
heard ſome ſay that yee were greatlie ruled, A 2 


And ye your thought and mind on ſuch tearmes muſed. 
Both into Greeke, jo Carine and Hebrew, | 0 
Now 1 perceiue that theſe tales are not trew, 


Therefore my ſelfetruelie ſhall haue the pine, 5 
I vas too bold to caft pearles to the Swine, 1 
on 


Then ſhee mee prayde with words ſweete and faire, 
io bee ſo good to take another quaire, 7 
In plainer te armes, and it in meter make. 
Anent women not touching them ſo lore, 
For your requeiſt, I ſaiq, would doe more, 
Another role I chanced in hand to take , 
lte to performe for that faire Zadies ſake, 
Aide and compilde by the wiſe Saves ſeuen, 
Who were that time molt ſapient vader heauen 


For naturall wit they are all holden in plaine, 
The ſpringing well and onelie freth fountaine, 
Tue perfect ground and roote originall, 
Ofthis ſtorie now following but laine, 
Therefore my ſelfe as now / am conſtraine, 
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Tur PrRoOLOGVE, 
o tranſlate in our tongue naturall, 
here 7 it fand into plaine proſe at all, = 


ithout colour or fee te, q 2gainey * 
rurall Ryme to (ct it foorth / ſhall, | * 


The fault 7 ſaid, for her fake 1 ſhould mend it, . 
here ſhee before with ſtrange tearmes was offended, + | 
promild her ot honeſtie to quite them, | 
nd with roun tearmes my bow it ſhould bee bended, 
om clearklie teatmes my pen ſhould bee ſuſpended, .. - ; 
ad in my verſe by no way 7 ſhovld write them: * 
)f this debaite then were wee condeſcended. 

It her deſite 7 ſhall eſchew to dyre them, | = 

I. Ind neuer more my pen in prole to put them. | 
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So wee agreed { quoth ſhee.) good fir, ade w, 
2uoth / Ladie, forſooth right ſore /rew, 
Vith ſo dry mouths that wee iwo ſhould depart, - 
2uoth ſhee, but doubt, as / am a womantrew, © © 
ome other time my ſelfe ſhall you perſew, - © * 
gut not as now, there is time afterward, 
hes euer yee pleaſe, quoth l. welcome mine heart 


or verie ſhame mee thought ſhee changed he. 
hen turnde her backe, and ſo thee did depatt, 
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Incontinent but any more delay, 
thought it beſt my pen for to eſſay, 
Tnis little booke in verſe for to compile, 
Y here it before into plaine ptoſe was ay 
'f / could finde any good wyle or way, 
Fo ſlirre it vp into a better ſtyle- : 
rhat | ſhould not this faire Ladie bent ile, 
{conſidering the ſame in hand 1 rooke, 
Ps yee ſhall hearegthus I began my BGC οtrrf 1199 
„ lere endcth the Prelogse, 1 p 
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+ To Tuns RrannR. 
FEcauſeT was reprooued of before, 
That I ſhould not in Clearkliè tearmes glore; 
Bur in plaine ſpeach my Booke for to addreſſe, 
With common talke, but yet neuert heleſſe, 

Ms tale ofolde I heard which is right true, 
nd right well known, that need oſt ma kes vertue. DU 
Therefore on force becauſe ſtrange tearmes I want, 
haue no doubt, but heere they ſhall bee skant: 
Therefore in tyme I thinke beſt to deny them. 

Ton faire Ladie, mee thinke ſhee ſets not by them, 
un other cauſe I wot right well yee ken, 

ox to bring but ic's ill that's not there ben. 

Nor there is none I know in all this Towne, 

xcept hee haue it, tllat can put on a gowne z 

If a toome Iunne none can draw out licour, 
dor of a foole to make a wiſe Do&our. 

or why t wit wants where wiſedome ſhould come 
nto this caſe the matter ſtandeth ſa. ( fra 
*orce mer compells ſtrange tearmes to forbeale, 
Wichin my box there's ſe to get or leare, 

Where gold is s kant filuer muſt vs content: 

zuen ſour ſtands but doubt at this preſent, 
Praying hearthe this tale in patience take, 

man can ſell nothing out of his packe, 
ut as hee hath then preſent for the time 
ee may perce iue t hat by this ruſtie xime: 


eſeeching you good Reader to excuſe it, 
Not to det tact. nor yet too hie to rooſe it. 
This would I wich my friends yee would doe ſo, 
hen in G O DS Name to purpoſe lex vs ge e. 
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NP Elder dapes it bath oft 
times beene fold, 
That Rome hath beene a 
Citie of the olde: 
= Df cunning Clartes and 
wouder valiant men. 
As ancient actes make vs 
fox token, 
E \j Du'r all the Wozld it had 
* * * pꝛeheminence, 
nd people made to it obedience: (cours 
Uith great Captains Rings, Knights and Empe⸗ 
een men of warre, and cruell Conquerours, 
k townes and tow2es: great Uillages and Cities 
Iriumphing karre aboue their enemies, 
Jubduing them to leruing ſernitude, 
ot regarding their linage, kin, no: blood, 
| öqueiſt great cealuues,Lo:dſhips q rounes bꝛaid 


That 


i * 
1 n 1 7 1 . — « , 2 * a" » 


"_ 3 HY A 


'Loſt the great rowmes and wozldlie poſſeſſions , 
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The ſenen Sages: 

Their Common-well ſo maruefllous they made, 
That all Countries and Kingdomes them about, 
Ok them fell feare great dꝛeadour had and doubt. 
That they on koꝛce behoude to make homage, 
Dꝛelſe haue loſt both lile and heritage: 
F02 they were ſo repleate ok all riches. 

Won into wars by martiall buſtues. 

They twke no cure ok no mans fauour no? kead, 
So they became of all the wozld the head: 

And had thereof the whole authouttie, 

But this was not the time ok p apiſtrie: 

Foz from that time that popes were made in Rom 
Of all vertue that Citie was made tome. 

And dap by day from all vertue decreſt, 

Conti nuallp the ſelke it ape oppꝛeſt: 

Fo: the ſtrangers roſe vp in that Citie, 

Which of befo:e no wiſe would ſuffered bee; 

The Common-well cauſe they were aye againe, 
Therein therefo:e they were not thol'd remaine. 
But fta Popes came that noble Towne within, 
It did abound ſo ſoze in deadlie ſinne. 

And that no ſtate to Cleargie was compares, 

So well they treated theſe three vncouth ſtranger 
Which thzee were theſe: the firft lurking hatrent 
The lecond was young counſell and conſent: 
S1ingulare pꝛoſite was the thrid J wiſh, 

Which thzee was cauſe to cauſe Rome goe amille. 
And cauſde it lolle the great trinmphing name, 
And to bee cald the houſe of wo21dlte ſhame. 
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Contrare Gods will, whether her would o: noughts, 


"The fone Sages. 


That they con queſt from diuerſ es other crotwnes;* 7 
All ſuch hh —_— wickedneſle and vice, Fl 


Df the Papiſtes, and their foule Marchandice: 
Foz they will cauſe a pound of molten leade 
Bꝛing them againe the weight ofgoldſored, 
And cauſe the hippes of a dead Bow oꝛ 9kinne, 
Abſolne vou all ot your molt deadlie ſinne. 
Ancontinent in heauen vp to bee bꝛought, 


But not the leſle, long time befoꝛe thele dayes 
An Emperour was, as the ſtoꝛie ſapes, 
Who heght to name Pont ianus at right. 
A noble man ot wiſedome and of might, . 
Guided his Realme by wiſedome and vertue, 
To his people examples daplie ſhew, 
Ok wiſedome, wit and liberalitie, 
Clhereth:ongh the heart of all his folke won he. 
That none cared to ware with him their life, 
A Kings daughter he had vnto his wife. 
Called Clara, a woman vertuous, 
Faire and godlike, and wonder gratious: 
Mho a knaue childe of him ſher did conſaue, 
But him alone no moe God to them gaue, 
Who was called Diocleſiane ta name, 
Faire and well fanonrde, both of faſhion and tame, 
M ho daplie grew in vertue and goodneſle. 
Each man him lou o fo2 his great gentleneſte: 
Foz he was courteous, comelie and rigyt kinde, 
From all follie aluteclie declinde: 
D0 WIEN hee was ſeuen veere olde oz nere by, 3] 
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The ſeuen Sages. 


' This Empꝛice twoke a marueilous maladie: 
f at ſhee behon'd fo2 to take bed on fo2ce, 
Mith ſoꝛe ſickneffe ſo troubled way her co2ce: 
y Perceiaing well by her intell: gence, 
Foz to eſcheb from death, was no defence: 
Baut ol her life ſhoztlte to haue an end, 
| So koꝛ her Spouſe the Cmperour ſcone ſhe ſend, 
Mith humble heart, and inwardlie pꝛaping. 
That he would come to her but tarying, 
© Ifeuer hee would (ce her vpon liue: 
Eo was fra hand direct ſone a miſliue. 
Poſt after poſt, where hee lay in warfare, 
Bone till him came, and could the cauſe declare. 
But moe abode, with wonder ſoꝛie heart, 
With few hozſe- men, from his Campe did depart. | 
4 And when hee came to the Empꝛice pꝛeſente, fl 
Ohe ſaid to him with humble reuerente: : 
Om god Lo2d, howbeit that J bee ſicke, 
[ | | Ne licence mee mine errand to you ſpeake: 
+ | So that it bee not onelie pour plcaſour, 
1 Bulk als ſuch like vnto your great honour, 
Da ſaid, Ladie, J ſc you in diſeaſe, 

tt Notwithſtanding, ſay on what euer you plcalc, 
4 And it ſhall bee to me no villanie, 
1 Do it eake not to pour infirmitie. 

© Dy Lo2d, ſhee ſatd, this ſickneſſe J perceaue, 
4 Gre it depart, will dꝛiue mee fo mp graue. 
TH ſaid. Madame, bee pi of god comfoꝛt, 
Y will reconer pour health, J truit at ſhozt, 
Foz Ichall ſend foz all my digne Doctours, 
. ” Pbyſictans 
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The ſeuen Sages. 


Phiſicians and my P hiloſ ophers, 
My cunning men, and mychediciners, 
Py Chirurgians, and als my Potingars, 
My pꝛacticians which ace ſuttle and ſlie, 
That daplie deales with Phlebotomie: 
They will conſult, andeachone als perſaue, 
All pour ſickenelle, andſo health (hail pee haue. 
Fo: ſickenelle is as naturall as heale. 
Therkoꝛe doubt not that death ſhall with you deale 
At this pzeſent, but pc& ſhall ſone recure, 
Quoth ſhce, my Loꝛd, ok one thing J am ſure, 
This maladie ſo holds mee at the heart, 
» - | hile be dead, no way it will depart: 
Wherefoze, my Loꝛd, right humblie J require, 
e would encline pour heart to my deſtre. 
Yee ſatd, Deſire at me what ener pe will, 
J will it grant, though it bee cantrare ſkill: 
To com foꝛt you, and helpe you from diſeaſe, 
herctozeſay on, it ſhail not me diſpleaſe. 
Shæ ſaid, Py Lo2d, I thanke you gretumlie, 
Quoth hee, Madame, ſay on, What euer it bee: 
See ſaid, ÞyLÞ92d, pleaſe it your noble Grace, 
I Ok mp deſire this is the verie cace: 
When depart out of this pꝛeſent life, 
It will you pleaſe to haue another wike: 
And as ye know, we haue no Childe but one, ©! 
I No2 neuer had, but onelie him alone. | 
| 


xt. 


Which ou' t all things next to pour owne perſon, 
J would were well, to this pꝛauiſton, 
After pour death with all wit and Wiſedzme, 


ans .. 15. 3 | Kul, 


The ſeuen Sages. 

{ Rule his people, and guid this great Ringdome, 
And duer all things my Loꝛd, muſt I require. 
Into this point ve will grant my deſtre: 

| 1 Chat your Empapce, perchance what euer ſheer bet, 
upon my Sonne, haue none authoꝛitie:: 
No gouernance, power, no2 pet guiding, 
But pee him put to other nouriſhing, 
arte from her ſight, and from her companie, 
| [ Co that effec that he may viceleſſe bee, 
Pc all vices, and ſuch things as goes w2ong, 
And ape to bee great tunning men among. 
Mp Lord, heartlie this humblie require, 
i Into this point to fulfill my deſire: 
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For well Ino diſpleaſures are to come, 
12 Chat hee thall vie, oꝛ eſe he ſhall bee dumbe. 
| * Whereth:ouah onelie his life hee will recure, 
cy Lo:d; J know but doubt this ſhall bee ſures 
Ma laid Ladle, pour will pe ſhall not want, 
+ Whouabtt were moe, right heartlie Jit grant, 
| Foz that it is my deſire as well as yours, 
At tall bee done, Madame at your pleaſures, - .. 
| Shee ſatd. Þy Lo2d'F thanke you with mine heart 
God laue your Grace: Foz now J muſt depart; 
hs beeing ſaid, thee toke a fell paſſton, 
Anda long ſpace ſhee lap in deadlie ſwoun. 
ol ſhozt tune withoutten moze remeade, 
| Bei natur all debt thee completed of dead. 
{T4 ith att triumph her kunerall ſeruice, | 
Uas duelie bore as that time was the guiſe: 
| _ time after the * made 2 
| ne 
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The ſeuen Sages. 


And all his Court fo2 her ſoze departing: 
No minſkrell mirth ,noz yet no merineſſe, 
Into his Ball was ſzene, noz no blythneTe, 
But heauinelle, great dule and grauitie, 
Into the Court, and all the Companie, 
Fo: that good QAuene all ſolace was awap, 2 
Did weare dule- weede each one fo2 peare and dap. 
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| OF this matter ſomething wee may collect, 
Of chis Ladie hauing ſo great reſpect, 
Aud inward loue vnto her ſonne alone, . 
Of her one health ſhee tooke but litcle rect, a 
nut! thought ſhe would his welfare not neglect, 
Before her ſelfe to death ſhee would diſpone. 
Which cauſed her ſuch matters to propone, 
To her husbavd, for the ſamine effect, 
Her Sonne to reigne after that ſhze was gone, 


8 Allo vee may conſider the great care, 

art Ihe thought aud minde the tooke both late and aire, 
Anent her Sonne ſhee ſuffering ſore ſicknes, 
Prouiding als for his wealth and welfare: 

Deſiring him of cumbers to bee clare: 

With the new Queene ſhould haue none entreſſe ES 
Nor ſhee with him in any buſineſſe. , ---_ 
For ſome cauſes that might occure perchance, 5 
That ſhee ſhould haue of him no gouernance, 


Alſo appeares ſome part of prophecie, 
And great foreſight hath beene in this Ladit: 
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i The ſeuen Saves. 
perils to come ſo perfectlie to knaw, 

see beeing touched with ſore inſirmitie, 

| Praying to put her ſonne from companie , 
Of all the Court, and als of Ladies awe, 
And in ſpeciall, from his mother in law- 
Inconueniences to eſchewe that might bee, 
So ſhee defirde her ſonne him to with · draw. 


The heartie loue alſo you may perſaue, 
That this Ladie did to her husband haue, 

# Rendring to him honour and reuerence, 

And hee to her alſo all things hee gaue 

That ſhee deſitde, or at him ſhee would crave, 
Not regarding though it had beene offence, 
And her for ſake, when ſhe was dead and hence, 
5 Hee commanded that no blythneſſe ſhould bee, 
For yeare and day, into his companie, 


WW 


Therefore I ſay to you in mariage, 

Both into olde and into tender age, 

What euer chance, yee ſhould haue charitie, 

It ill wordes come, than let your anger ſwage, 
Giue place to yre, and harbrie not outrage: 

# Crabed at once no wiſe ye ſhould both be: 

| A meckeanſwere ſlockins melancholie. 

vee are conjoynd one fl ſh, and ſoules two, 

| The keepe good louegthe Scripture biddeth ſo; 
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How the Emperowr committed and deliu e- 
red his Sonne to the ſeuen Doctors of Rome 
to learne. 


His Emper our vpon a time hee lap, 
A Into his bod; and to himſelfe could ſay, 
A haue no Bairnes, but one Donne to mine aire, 


I 


The ſeuen Sages. 


thinke it belt, that hee were put to laire, 
Dince he 1s young, and into tender age, 

To leare wiſedome her will take moze courage, 
After mp death, this Realme that hee may guide, 
This I thinke beſt in time fo2 to pꝛouide: | 
Do on the mo2ne hee cride after his clothes, 

And in due time but moe abode vpꝛole. 
Taldgall his Lo2ds, and Conncell to him fone, 
In this matter what they thought to bee done: 
Dhewing at length to them the whole matter, 
To his Ladie, what he had pꝛomilde atre. 
Ther anſwered all, By Loꝛd, there is in Rome, 
Heuen wiſeſt men that is in Chziſtendome: 4 
Who in learning all other they pꝛeuaile, 
In all wiſedome, and ſcience liberall: 
Lhey are but doubt the ſ&de of Salomon, 
Fo2 to diſcuſſe, pꝛobleme, o2 queſtion, 
Let a meſſage to them be ſent but matre, 
Deliuer them your Sonne bnfo the laire, 
Df their counſell the Emperour was content, 
Fo2 theſe Doaours a meſſage ſone was ſent, 
Under his Heale, and als his owne hand-wzite, 
To the iDoctotirs hee bade deliuer it. 
— ſone as thep the Letters all had reade, 
To their voyage but tarie ſone them ſped: 
hen they came tothe Emperours pꝛeſence, 
They ſaluſt him with laud and reuerence⸗ 
Du their beſt wiſe, as fo them could effeare : 
ee (aid to them. Pre are right welcome here: 
J aske at you, Yaue yce any knowledge ? no 
Wheres 
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Wrherefoze I ſend to pou ſeuen my meſlage: 

They anſwered him the cauſe no way we know, 
While that your Grace wilt vouchſafe fo2 to ſhow 

- Pour gracious will , when pe haue ſhewen vs to, 
That to fulfill our power wer (hall doe. 

To whom hex ſaid, J thanke you Maſters all, 

Now vnto you mineerand ſhew J chall: 

One Sonne alone, no moe Childzen J haue. 

Noz all my time, no moe God to mee gaue, 

Apparantlie hee is to be mine heire. 

Mherefo:e J wouldhe were put to the laite: 

To cunning men, fo2 to haue their Doctrine, 

And in youth-head bee vnder Diſcipline: 

To that effec, after mp fatall debt, 

Into my place with honour hee bee let. 

To rule this Realme with wiſedome and Juſtice, 

Which in a Pꝛince ſhould reigne alwayes , 

Therekoꝛe J would pe ſeuen ſhouldhim receiue, 

And him do learne, and into guiding haue: 

And ye ſhall bee rewarded well therefoze, 

So whole and ſound agazne yo him reſtoze. 

They thanked him ali ſeuen with reverence, 

Chat hee to them of his Donne gaue credence, 

But the firſt Maſter called Pantillas , 

Began and laid, becauſe hee oldeſt was. 

Pv L22d, I chall, and pleaſe pour noble Grace, 

| Cauſe pour Sonne within ſenen peeres ſpace, 

Bee as cunning in all the ſeuen Stience, 

Dek wit, wiſedome, and all intelligence, 

| As J, and all my marrowes, that here nn [ 
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Pꝛ anyman within your bounds and lands, 
ho that ve will deliver him to mee: 
his (hall J doe in paine of honeſtie. 
The ſecond Paſter, named-Lentulus, 
heĩe wo2ds ſaid vato the Emperour thus, 
nd pleaſe pour Grace deliuer him to me, 
Mithin ſire veres hes ſhall haue moꝛe Cleargie, 
goze cunning crakt in all the ſeuen Science, 
202 J, and all that now are in pꝛeſence: 
And as pe know, A haue ſcrued pour Grace, 
dince 4 was man in all my lifes ſpace; 
; nd fo reward J ſxke none other thing, 
Hut pour owneSonne to haue in governing. | 
Then ſpake the third, that named was Craton, 
Aith pour god Grace I ſailde the Sea vpon: 
In great perils and dangerous warfare, 
And of pour Grace reward Jſe&ekenomatre, 
o bee ſo gead, You mee deltuer would, 
Pour onelie Donne, in gonerning to hold, 
ud J pꝛomiſe within peeres fine, 
e {hall be moꝛe cunning and ſctenfine, 
202 J, and all my marrowes here about, 
Unto pour Grace this ſhall I doe but doubt. | 
Then ſpak the fourth. his name was Malquidrack 
And pleaſe your Grace my ſeruice fo to take, 
In godſeaſon, in thankes and als pleaſures; 
fo I iny ſelfe, and mp pꝛogenitours, FS 
haue ſerued you, and ponrs, our liues ſpace; ''! 
nd no reward deſire J of pour Grace, | 
wut to vouchlafe on me ſo god credence, 
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As fo2 tolearne pour Sonne perfect Dciance: :\ 
And fo2 to bee of cunning mozeperfite, | * 
No2 J and all mp marrowes can indite. 
This ſhall he doe within next peeres foure, 
W2 Science and cunning ſhall giue ou'r. 

Then ſpake the fift, I ofephus was his name, 
V-02d, J am olde, and neuer in defame: 
On your counſell, J haue beene many pere, 
Mould pe leaue mee pour one Sonne fo: to lœre, 
A ſhall him teach but doubt in y eres the. 
As great cunning, and als perſec Cleargie, 

As J my ſelke, and all mp marrowes can; 
| 2 elſe pd ſhall call mg nohoneſt man. 
No moꝛe reward of your Grace A deſire, 
Though all my time J haue ſeru'o your Empire. 

Then ſpake the ſixt, was named Cleopas, 
A noble man and cunning Clarke hee was, 
And ſaid ſuchlike, as the laue laid befoze: 
Of pour god Grace, reward IJ ſeke no mo2e, 
But your one Donne to haue in gouerning, 
Info:me and teach, and into Science bring, 
In cunning her Hall bee within two pere: 
That her ſhall haue no pereguall no2 pœre, 
No moꝛe rewardot pou now aske will J, 

Which pour god Grace I truſt will not deny. 


Chen ſais the ſeuenth great Maſter and Docour⸗ 


Anto your Grace J will doe luch pleaſure: 
Gine mee pour Sonne in credence and guiding), 
Mithin one pere J ſhall giue him learning, 

Do pꝛoſoundlic of the Sciences ſcuen, 


ur 
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nd of all Science vnderneath the heauen: 
hat in wiſedome hee ſhall haue no compare, 
nts pour Srace this ſhoztlie I declare: 
* 02 gifts of gold, noꝛ geare J not regard, 

02 fo2 mp labours J couct no reward: * 
But pour good-will, when the peere is fo2th- gone 
he Emperour heard, and thankedthem eachone: 
nd ſaid, Jam indebted to xou all, | 

lInrccompent'd none of pou there bee ſhall: 
ut not the lefſe, ſince J finde you ſo kinde, 
1nd with good wils, haue ſhewen me your minde: 
Af J ſhould him commit to one of yon, 
hen all the reſt might well belieue and tro 
T hat to that one I had mo2e affection; 
Than to the reſt, which ould cauſe dillention, 
iſcoꝛde, enuie, and alſo variance, 
hich in no ſoꝛt among ſuch men ſhould chance, 
-bercfo2e to you conflndlic all in ane, | 
Here J commit my Donne Diocle ſiane: H. 


Np afalde Bairne, and eke mine onelie aire, 


Aith you fo bee inſtruced well in laire, 
And him ts guide in euctie honeſt ſo2t, 
Ahplesto wildome, and whyles to game and ſpozt 
As pee will anſwere each one vnto me, 
In paine of credence, and of your honeſtie, 
5 02 be hee well, euen ſo J-thinke mp ſell, 
Doe as pee pleaſe as now no moze A tell. 
Theſe dighe Doa22s, the ſweete language hearing 
Df thetr good Lo2d- and alſo perceiuing, 
he great credence, and allo the kindneſſe, 


Tha 
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That be had ſhewen vnto their ſimpleneſle, 
Chery thanked him eacho ne vpon their knees, 
Man after man, all ſeuen in their degree: 
Saying ta him, that his Grace ſhoulv bee (ure, 
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Ok their labours great diligence and cure: 
The Emperour twke his Donne by the hand, 
And bade that hee at their bidding ſhould and : 
And in no ſoꝛt that he ſhould them offend, 
Unto the time againe he fo2 him ſend, 

And ſo at ſhoꝛt the Childe deliuered hee, 

Mhom they receiude with all humilitie. 
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This being done, each one they twke geod-night, 
To Romes Court, the way they held on right. 
Whecſe ſenen Maſters their voyage paſſing on, 
Dne ol them ſaid, wha named was Craton, 

Co his fellowes, ſaping, my bꝛethꝛen deare, 

Since wer this Childe in goͤuerning haue herre, 

A thinke not beſt, to Romes towne that we ride, 
At wee lift well this Childe gouerne and guide. 
Foz diuerſe cauiis and impediments, . 

What may occurre by inconuentents, 
pſting the Childe tomany ſpoꝛt and play, 

And to neglect his ſtudie day bp day. 

Foz when great men get knowledge what ha be, 

Thep will couet daplie his companie: 

So from ſtudie he ſhall bee abſtracted, 

And we all leuen with great diſpleaſure lacked, 
The other ſixe laid all with one conſent, 
Vis counſell was god and connentent, 

And was ſaid to the purpoſe by and by, 
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Ind with nod will tothe ſame would applp: 

his toeſrhew, J would remead were lound, 

Foz well J know within a little ground, 

Lo build vpon, there ts a pꝛoper place, 

Ahich to vs all were pleaſure and ſolace, 

From Romes Tobenc but th:& miles diſtanf, 

727 bat thing wee neede, wer miffer not to want: | 

| = vs there make an honſe both rowme and ſquatr 

Ahere at quiet the Childe may learne his late, 

te ſhall canſe paint vpon the walles about, | 

The ſeven Science, with great ſfoztes all out, | 

Do that this Childe, may ſe, viſie and loke, 4 

And take Doctrine, as well as in a boke, 1 

This counſell then appleaſed them eucricachone, - .. 

The Youſe was bigged, ſwne of Lyme and 9 — | 

And well completed, as it beſt could effeire ; | 

Mherein they all ſtudied the ſeuen peere: 

'2 ctahich bene out run, and all complete together, 
The ſleuen Paſters among them did confiver, ; -1 
That they would examine Deocle ſiane, 5 1 
When that their time of the leuen pœtes was gane 1 
3ſtyat he was expert into Dcience, 

- | Conſidering they had done diligence, 

Es Pantillas ſaid, J cannot teil truelie, oy 
Vow our Scholler examinde well wall bee , * 
Then ſaid Craton, J ſhall that well deuiſe 

Into his bed on leeping when her lyes,. _ 

Under each noke oi his bed wee ſhall lap, 

An Oliue leake, then when appꝛoaches dap. 

Ik hee percelues, ſone after his waking, 
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That his bed is remoued anie thing, 

Then wee may know by our intelligence, 

Dee is replæte of all the ſenen Science: 

This beeing done, earlie in the mozning, 

The Childs wakned befoze the Sunne rifing, 

And lifted vp his dene vnto the Skie. 

And to the Rafe of the Bouſe feruentlie, 

Woth to and fro ſharplie caſting his ene, 

i | On ſuch faſhion, befoze they had not ſene- 
The ſeuen Paſters perceining perfifely, 

Bop his ingine was raiſed ſo quicklie⸗ 

| They ſaid, Wherefoze lake va ſo faſt about? 

What moues you, oz what haue pee in donbt , 

Dew vs in plaine, wer ſhall cauſe to amend it, 

Ak anie thing hath pou in heart offend it, 

No maruell hauc, my god Maſters (laid hee) 

| Fo2 Jam bzonght in a great fantaſie ; 

ö Mhich hath mee made amaz'd and right affeird, 

Foꝛ in my lleepe to mee A thought appearde: 

0 That the Roofe-tre of all this whole maiſoun, 

[Unto the Tarth was quite declined downe. 

b And then againe in twinkling ok dur eyes, 

3 t was vplifted an hundzeth thouſand grees: 

'Eahich put mee in a fellon fray but dout, 

Then his Maſters each one him round about: 

Perceiued well by god Experience, 

Pee was fulfilled of all the ſeuen Science, 

'If hee haue dapes, and in good companie, 

A man of wit, and wiſetome hee ſhall bee, 

That in the woꝛld thall none bee to him pere, 

Do at this time wer leaue this xoung childe heere. 
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VE may perceive none-Emperonr, 

Nor king ſhould work at their pleaſure 
Without a good counſell. 

Good counſell is the Procurour , 

For to ſet forward good labour, 
And perils doth expell, 


This Emperour hee would doe nought, 
While his Lords were before him brought, 
And ſo they were right ſoone. 
At them his counſell then hee ſought, 
And they him ſhew their minde and thought, 
What was beſt to bee done. 


In one voyce they concluded thair, 
That hee ſhould put his Sonne to laire, 
With eunning men of wit. 
Becauſe the councell did it declare, 
lacontinent but any mairay 
Foorthwith fulhlled it. 


For as the Mother did prouide, 
The Father on that other ſide: 
For his Sonne did toreſee. 
From purpoſe would no longer bide, 
But to the DoRours in that tide, 
His ſonne delivered: hee. 


Though all theſe ſeuen had ſcience ſæene, 
Yee may perceive that they haue beene, 
Of cheir owne fantaſie, 
All caſten into courage cleane, 
Each one another to preueene. 
And purchaſe dignitie. 
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Each one they tooke a diuerlſe date, 
Aud promiſde by theix owne concear, 
| More large than th-y would doe. 
© Who were farre by their owne eſtate, 
For to pretend to goe the gate, 
my That they ſhould not come to, 


But to the Emperour tooke wel} in heede, 
Nee thought hee would not thole the teade, 
1 Ot all, aud pleaſe but ane. 
For that hee found a good remeade, 
| For the whole ſeuen without more plead, 
| The Childe haue with them cane, 


How the Emperour by counſcll of his Princes 
and Lords, of his Empire wedded ano- 
ther wite. 


N this meane time the Pꝛinces ofhonoor, 

And the great Loꝛds came tothe Emperour, 
And ſaid, Py Lozd, and pleaſe pour noble Grace, 
Here are wee come ts ſhew how ſtands the cace, 
But one poung Childe, wee know no moe pee hae, 
And pleaſed God, wee would that ye had mae. 
And it may ſtand by fatall deſtinie, 

That pour owne Sonne map inlaue, faile and die: 

As God fozbid that ſuch a thing ſhould chance, 

Het not the leſſe we would make puruepante, 

Then were wee all of a new natiue Ring, 

Made deſtitute gboue vs fo: to reigne. 

Wherethzough {range ſolke and vnconth nations, 

Might conqueiſc vs and all our generations. 
| Mhich 
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Uhich neuer was ſince this Emppꝛe began, 
Tonqueiſt, ouerthꝛowne with any mo2tall man: 
Dince Romulus who builded Romes fowne , 
as neuer man that had Dominian : 

D{ this Empire, but noble natiue Rings. 

nd to auoide ſogreat and perilous things: 
This is the cauſe wer are come to your Grace, 
Lo ſhew you all the matter and the cace: 

hat ſuch a thing is right able to bee, 

o put the Realme fœꝛth of ſuch jeopardie, 
Ude would ve twke ſoinc honeſt gay Lad ie: 
pour noble Queene and bedfeilow to bee: 

s To that effec ſucceſſion fo2 to haue, 
And your Emppꝛe krom theſe dangers to ſane. 
The Emperour then hearing all their lawes, 

Uhat ſuch thing meant of the matter and cauſe, 
Ie thanked them an hund2eth thouſand ſyſe, 
ind laid, hee would doe as thep did deuple: 

Pe their counſell right well content hee was, 
Ind them requirde to purpoſe fo2 to paſſe, 

„ Ladie get that was of tender age, 
Both god and faire, and come of hie linage: 

cleane Uirgine, and luſtie to beholde, 

hen ſhall Jaoe the lame thing that pee would, 
Med her to wife, and crowne her to my Auene; 

nto this caſe let your wiledome be ſœne. 
do they departed then from the Emperouc, 
Deniſde their Loꝛzds of wiſedome and valcur, 
8, To ſeeke this Qucenethzogh manp lands thep pals, 
ahpie ther came to a Countr ie at the laſt; 
< C 2 Called 
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yo ropallie into his Realme did reigne: 

7 With great puiſſance riches aud hononr, 
ho had a aide of all faireneſſe the flour. 
To his Daughter of fourtcene peres of age, 

Noble, conrteons, and pleaſant of viſage: 
Mith all vertue that in women might ber, 
And wiſe at will, alſo apparantlie : 

hom they deſirdeat this god noble Bing, 
An mariage to the Emperour bꝛing, 
And make her Nurene of all the whole Cmpy2e, 
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Called Cicyll, which hada noble ing. 
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This noble King granted to their deſire: 


| The Loꝛds of Touncell and Ambaſſadours: 


And bꝛought with them this noble gap Lavte , 
* Thich their pong Qucene, z als Empꝛice ſhould be 
* LTheyheoſ'd vp ſayles with all thcircleane courage, te 
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D ere then diſpatched with pleaſure and honours. * 


«| 


| Uith manlie might came ſo2ward their voyage: 


| Al! of their lines they fteod into ſuch feare. 
| Some of them ſaid, It was a molt ſhzewd ſigne. 
| fa awd lucke, ſuch a Nucene home to bing: 


Upon the Sea they ſ\affcred great perrell, 

An home comming, by ſoꝛe ſtoꝛzmr and trauell, 
Wlaltering with wind outthzogh the muddie waues 
The Boꝛeall blaſts ſo boidlieon them blawes. 
That they were faine, and jop ful at the laſt, 
To fane their liues, fo2 to cut their maine Maſt⸗ 
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Cut their Cables, and oner-beo2d caſt their geate, 


U 
It 
{ Whereth2ongh they were all in point fo2 to tyne, K. 


And will not what would ber the latter f 
on 


The ſeuen Sages. 
Some laid againe, all was come fo2 the beſt. 
She was witeleſſe, howbeit ſtoꝛme them app2eſt, 
So eachone ſaid, as they that time belt thought: 
Do at due time to their owne Coſt was bꝛought. 
As ſeone they came vnto their kindlie Coaſt, 
Down th2ew their ſailes, and their good thips loſk. 
Then wo2d ſowne came vnto the Emperour, 
That all the Loꝛds were landed with pleaſure. 
And with them bzought a noble young Ladie, 
hich to the ing his wedded wife ſhould bee, 
he Empꝛour cauſde pꝛoclaime thꝛogh Roms town 
That euerp Lozd, knight, Marques, and 1Barcoan 
In beſt array to make them all ceadte, 
Mith faire faſhion to mete that young ULidie, 
Mhich but delay was done with diligence, 
And ſo they gaue this Ladte all pꝛeſence. 
In richarray as they could beſt deuiſe, 
Mith all triumph, and into their beſt wie, 
To their citie they did her all connop, 
With all gladneſle, micth. melodie and jop. 
And when cha came vnto this noble Towne, 
he Bals did reigne with honour and renowne, 
The cloths of gold was ſpꝛed thꝛough all the trete 
hen thee lighted to goe vpon her kete, 
The rich badkins, the coſtlie veluet webbes, 
he bꝛodered woꝛkes, and the rich ropall raves, 
MAhich on the ſtaires were ſpꝛed ſo high on hie, 
It was plcaſare to anp man to lee: 
With allother worlds vaine fantaſie. 
vat mans bꝛaine and ingine could deuiſe, 
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And ſo at laſt came in the Emperour, 


Mito his great Loꝛds, ok riches and honour? 


© Gan? his Ladie his perſon and pꝛeſence, 
With all triumph, renowne and reuerente, 
And her embꝛacde, as could him well effetce , 
And ſaid, Ladie, yee are right welcome hare. 
When the great loy that in the Citte was, 

My weake ingine can no wiſe well compalle, 

Do on the mo2ne, when that the day was light, 
Tintothe Church they bzought this Ladie b2ight. 
With all triumph, great mirth and melodie, 
* EMith mens wit that could deuiſed bee. 

Conuo ed with Kings, noble W2tnces and Lozds 

As at ſuch times agrees well and accoꝛds. 

Then followed her the noble Emperour, 

lith all his L920s that were of great valgur: 
Stout men ot armes into their chiekeſk weedes, 
Aydingq at right vpon their ſtal ward ſtedes. 

Als with him came diuers great Kings q Bnightt 
Dukes, Barons, Carles, and many worthie wiahts 
ULlith trumpet, chalme, dzum, ſwalh , and clarion 
Barpe, Lute, Oꝛgane, Cymbale and Cymphion; 
Makingtheir mirth all into god oꝛder, 

Meraulds ot Ax mes, into their coat Armour: 

Paſt on befozec as it was molt ſeemelie, 

In theit owne ſkate, conkoꝛme to their degree. 
While they came tothe ropall Church of Rome, 
Mhich was the head of Churches in Ch:iftendome 
Tyerelighted they with mirth and mirinelle, 

Foz to complæœte the band ok holinelle, 
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That God deuilde bet wirt woman and man, 
When be this wo2ld firſt creat and began: 
Df that Citie the great Biſhop was there, 1 
Mith althis Clarkes of great wiſedome and lairg 
This band beeing complete in Gods Name, 
Mith mirth and joye palt to the }Ballace hame. 
Where there was made banket with melodie, 
With all kin mirth and pleaſant menſtrallie: 
While that night came, the each man thoght it beſt 
To quiet paſſe, and take the nights reſt. 
Do this Ladie but any tarping, 
She palt to bed with her husband the King, 
6 And ſoobtaindethe great fauour and lone 

Ok her awd Loꝛd that it could not remoue. 

And ok her loue hee twkeſs great delite, 

That the other Quer ne hee had fo2gote her quite: 

And all his loue was caſt on this new Zune, 

As he beſoꝛe had neuer maried bene. 
ts Vet not the leſle all the dapes of their liue, 
its God thought he wold all batrnes from them depziue 
n Do them bet wirt they no ſucceſſton had , 1. 
; & Which made this Ducene right ſo2rowfu!l and fad. 
Saying, YYusband, one thing J pou require, 
If yee would grant, right heactite I deſire, 
Becauſe long time this Empꝛice did perſaue, 
No kind of childe ſhx was able to haue. 
Sher turnde her ſailes into another winde, 
there that ſhee might ſome ſubtlenefſe cauſe find, 
Into her bed where that ſhe was lpand, 
In a mozning with her Spous and Husband. 
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5 The ſeuen Sages. 
h ſaith. My Lo2d, and pleaſe your noble Grace, 
© Betwirt vs two, is chanc'd an heauie cace : 
Chat we no way can get ſucceſſion, 
$ UWthich ſads mine heart, and does mee creat paſſion 
fl But would your Grace one thing vato mee grant, 
Bet wirt vs two a Childe wee ſhould not want. 
'* Nuoth her, That thing deuiſe how that pee can, 
Fo that excedes the wit of any man. 
+ Fo2 to get Bairnes, ſince God will not them grant 
Then fo2ce it is, both v and J them want. 
| Shee laid, Pp Lo2d, it ts vnto me ſhowne, 
Pee haue a Donne which is not to me knowne: 
Mith ſeuen Paſters moſt wiſeſt vpon ground, 
And hae himſelke none wiſer can bee found. 
Mould pe him bꝛing to Court in my pzeſence, 
E ſhould doe all deuour and dilligence. 
Pim to intreate into ſo good faſhion , 
That all ſhouldſay thꝛough great Komes towne, 
| Not onelie ſaid, but alſo ſhould bee ſwo2zne , * 
Chat he were of mine owne two ſides bo2ne : 
And ſince ſo is that cannot conceiue, 
Onelie vour ſonne as mine owne J would haue. 
chr Loꝛd, this is the asking J require : 
1 Beſeeching vou to fulfill my deſire; 
Pet nat the leſte her minde was and her thought, 
2 nl ubttitie, and all with malice w2ought; 
Imaginning daylte the Childs dead; 
Though his Father twoke not ſuch thing in head: 
dee ſatd, Ladie, that will J not deny, 
Mhat euer pee aske, enainouredſo am J. 
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Into your loue, that fozce compelleth me&, 


Foz J bela ue he hath bene diligent, 
In his ſtudie, and in Science krequent, 
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cUhat will pe aske, denpde it ſhall not bee: 
Therefkoꝛe ſince I the ſecrets of mine heart, 

Shcwes to you plaine, to me kœ pe vœ pour part: 
As fo2 my Sonne, it is long time by-paſt, | 
And diuerſe peares ſince that J ſaw him laſt; 

Vet not the leſſe, to accompliſh pour will, 

I ſhall with ſperde a Peſſage ſend him til: 

And cauſe him come, and als his Maſters all, 
What he can doe, both heare and (& ye ſhall. 


And fo2 to learne wit, knowledge, and wiſedome, 
That after me he may guide his Uingdome. 
She laid, Lo2d, that it bee ſo, God grant, ; 
Fo2 that ſame cauſe J would no wiſe him want, 
But ik ſhe ſaid theſe wo2ds with her heart, 
P will perceiue by pꝛoceſſe after wart: 
The Emperour ſone cauſde make a Miiſiue, | 
The Peſſenger hee was direct beliue. 8 
Into great haſte and expedition, | 
Unto the ſeuen great :Paſfersof renoun. 
Incontinent vader the paine of dead, 

And no lelle paine, than wanting of their head. 
Should bꝛing his Sonne to him at Whitſondap, 
All excuſes beeing cleane put awap. 

The Pellenger withſpeede deſpatched was, 
To the Doctoꝛs the hie gate can hee paſſe 2 

And the wiitting deliuered lone bath hes, 
Ante the ſeuen Doctozs ok dignitie. 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
4 Whottf receiu'd with allobedience, 
Bumilitie, honour andrenerence- 
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Iris 2 plague perilous and a great diſpaire, 
A Realme to dee deſtitute of a natiue aire, 
Where kinde Captaines holds Courts, no cauſe is of care, 
The Common wealth increaſeth more and more, 
By the contrate agaiue: 
4 Vokindlie Captaine overthrawes, 
And Common- wealth downe drawess» 
And leades not the olde lawes, 
But contrare workesplaine, 


This was the moſt motiue, cauſe and the quarrel, 
That cauſde theſe Princes compeare, to ſhow all perill, 
The great danger and doubt, and the caule haile: 

Both for Common- wealth, and crown if aires chances fail 
There was but onelie one: 

Which was the Emperous ſonne: 

Therefore this matter they moane, 

To canſe him take a Queene, 

If this aire were gone, 


And fo with ſpeede but plie ro ceunſell applyit, 
Cauſe it was the common. well hee durſt not deny it. 
Bur yet his firſt Queenes deſire in ſome part paſt by it. 
That to the Court che child brought, where hee was ſore 
The Emperour not knew, (invyit 
Yee know of olde this true tale, 
Nice is ihe Nightingale, 
he Emperour gaue credence ha:le, 
And neuer word trew. 


When women ſpeake fair:{t, they are moſt falſe found, 


They mak tweee liquor ſv im aboue, & gale is at the Poe 
2 | They 


The feuen Sages. I 

They ſhow them like a turtle Doue, and bites as a hound. 

The Emperour was deceiued ſore , as ſoone was after foũd 

They were aye, aud ſhall bee, 2 

So inquiſitiue both night and day, | 
he Emperour could no wife ſay nay; | 

But men ſhould not trow what they ſay, 
o oft becauſe they lie. 


| 


How the ſeuen Maſters after the ſight of the 
Emperours Letters, would ſee the conrſe 
of the Firmament, and Planets, whether it 
was good to obey his Command ornor. 


 Sſone as theſe ſeuen Yalfers had ou rſœne, 
The Emperours w2tte,+ vnderſtaod it clene 

On the nert night ail ſenen with one conſent, . 
Paſt foeſpy the ſtarres and Firmament, 
To take journey, ik it was pꝛoſperous, 
D) contrare way, if it was dangerous: 
oz to kulfill the Emperours command, 
Dz ik they durſt, the lamine to gaine-ſtand. 
Anone they ſpie into the Firmament, 
A ſtoꝛmie ſtarre which troubled their intenk, 
Perceiuing well by the ſtarre, ik that they 
Their journey twke, and rode that lamine dap, 
To them affirt by the Emperours command. 
The Childe but doubt in great perill ſhould tand. 
Fo? the ſtrſt woꝛd that ha ſpake in pꝛeſence, 
ODehis Father in open audience, 
Dhould ber the cauſe of his moſt ſhamekull deade⸗ 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
4 Mhis to eſchew they could finde no remead, 
Whercofthey were all ſad and wonder ſozte, 
And wiſt not well to trauell oꝛ to tarie. 
Another ſtarre then they beheld alſo, 

She wing ik they to the Ring would not goe. 
And keepe their day which was affirt them to, 
Lo want their heads, there was no moꝛe adoe. 

& Dneof them laid, where two euils doe appeare, 
Let vs that take, wherein lyes leaſt danger. 

It is better, ſurelie J ſay fo2 me, 
fo2 this Emppꝛe that wee all ſeuen ould die, 
And other ſeuen ſuch like as wee are all, 

De this young man ſhould ſuffer any th2all, 
Lyereio:clet vs all ſeuen with one intent, 

Dur owne perſons fo the Emperour p2clent, 
Ind let the childe at home alone remaine, 

To ſie if wee tarie, oꝛ comes againe: 

And ſo they were all ſeuen right (o2zrowtfolw, 
Danſing alwapes what meane, faſhion, o; how, 
They might eſchcw this inconuentent , 
do this poung man came downe incontinent: | 
from his Chamber where he was ſtudying, | 
His ſeuen alters hee there found all ſitting. | 
tight ſoꝛrowfull and ſad in countenance, | 
ee then requirde what was the cauſe and chance | 
Dr their ſaoneſſe: They ſaibd, Thus ſtands the cace, | 
Nee all belicude to haue had of pou lolace; a 
olythneſſe and jope, and alſo god reward, | 
But now Foꝛtune hath bene to you ſo hard, 
bat all ſuch things to great miſhap will turne: a 
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Mherefoꝛe wee haue all great cauſe foꝛ fo mourne, 
Fo2 all out jop and our felicitie, | 
Is like to turne to great aduerſitte: 

e ſaid, Miſtres, J p2ay you to mee ſhowy, 
2 Vow the caſe ſtand' th, yet pee will let me know. 
They ſaid, The canſe that we can ſhew to pou, 
Into the ſelfe is verie ſozrowfon: 
Foꝛ pour Father the Emperour and Ring, 
AUnto vs leuen hath ſent a ſharpe wꝛiting: 
CTommanding vs withoutten tarping, 
On paine ok liues, that we pou to him bꝛing. 
Incontinent at the next Pentecoſte. 
Cheſe his w2itings hee hath ſent with the Poſte: 
To what effect, wee know not his intent, 

But wee all ſeuen haue ſpyed the Firmament: 
The Plancts eke, and alſothe Starres cleare, 
And wee can ſee none other thing appeare. 
But haſtelie without any remead, 

If ve ſpeake once, pee ſhall thole ſudden dead, 
If wee delay, and bzing you not him till, 

Our death is dight, and in pour Fathers will. 
The Childe anſwerde againe right humblte, 
JI ſoze repent that ſuch a thing ſheuld bee: 
Can pe not finde in that caſe noremead, 

But either J o2 ve to ſuſſer dead: 

Pet mult ] paſſe and all the ſtarres eſpp, 

If I can finde ante remead therebp: 
That may put off that deadlie dolent houre, 
And ſatisfie my Father the Emperour, 
Incontinent he viſies duet his bokes. 


T 


The ſeuen Sages. 
_—_ afferthat vnto the ſtarres hee lokes, 
Among the reſt a pꝛoper farrc hee ſaw, 
That was right cleare, perfect and wonder ſmaw:; 
UUbereby right well conſidered hee the cace, 
If that hee could abſtaine ſeuen daycsſpacc: 
From all ſpeaking, and hold hunſelfe as dum, 
Al ſuch perill hee cleanely ſhould onercome, 
And all their likes in no perill ſhould bee, 
NAhich ſtarre hee let all his ſeuen Baſters ſee- 
And ſaid, Paſters, beholde and well perceiue. 
If I my ſelfe as dumbe man may mee haue: 
Deuen dayes but ſpeach and then on the eight dap, 
All the perill J ſhall auopde away: 
And pee are ſeuen of all the woꝛld moſt wiſe, 
I thinke it is but a ſmall enter pꝛiſe: 
Bach one of vou to ſaue my life one day, 
UUhen that is done, then ſome thing I ſhall ſay+ 
That ye and 4 from all perill ſhall bee; 
The Paſters ſeuen concluded perfeclie. 
All that hee ſaid was wonder juſt and true, 
Fo2 by the ſtarre the ſamine well they knew: 
And rendered thankes to the power divine, 
Chat their Scholler had ſo perſea ingine. 
DFcleare cunning, ſuch a ſtarre to conſider, 
{Uhercby that they ſhould bee ſafe altogidder. 
And out ok doubt, and all danger of dead, 
deuen dapes put by, himſelfe to finde remead. 
The firſt Maſter, rantillas, was his name, 
aid, that hee ould vader the paine of ſhame, 
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o laue his life, peartelie he tooke in hand: 
Juoth Lentullus, which was the next Doctour, 
take in hand pour like fo2 to ſuccour: 

The ſecond day: And ſo ſaid all the reff, 
heir day about, ſo long as ſeuen did lalk, 

his beeingſatd, all ſenen with one conſent. 

hey clade this Childe in new abilement, 

n golden Cloathes, as effeirde his eſtate, 

hey lape on hozſs and foꝛward made the gite, 
Lo Romes lowune with all the ſpeede they had, 

"02 to obe as the Emperour them bade. 
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T were well done, ere wee our voyage took, 
Or yet journey, either by ſea or land, 
pon the ſtartes or hrmament to looke, 
t thac voyage With godlineſſe doe ſtand, 
\nd1n no ſort that it brake the command, 
)t God, alone, nor doe him none offence, 
he ſtartes I meanerto bce mans couſcience. 


As theſe Doctots ere they to journey went, 
he firmament they woulda firſt paſſe and ſpy, 
Voere they perceiude a great impedement, 
y diuerle ſtarres appearing in the Sky, 
or to temaine, ſne w them good cauſe & why 
he Kings precept aluterlie to gaine-fland, 
ct ſome reliefe the Childe himſelfe hee fand. 


od him granted, and ſuch grace to him gaue, 
o finde a way that they all ſafe might bee, 
his Maſters a proper {{ar perſaue, 

'hich all the ſeuen could hot periatie nor (ce 


nerby they might theilt journey paſle (ately 
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Conditionalie, ſo that hee could bee dume, 
Vato the ſpace, ſeuen days were gone & come 


Wherefore we all may bee right wonder ſure, 
The grace of God to no man is obſtant: 

As to the rich, euen likewiſe to the poore, 
As to the olde, euen ſo to the infant, 

His treaſure is to all ſoaboundanr, 

So ſimply giuen, ſo liberall and ſo free, 

To them it ſee kes with all humilitie. 


As the Gryphon, and als the great Goſhalke 
Is at all time of wing moſt wonder wight, 
Vato their prey no kinde of birde will balke: 
Yer then the Sparhalke is as ſwift of flight, 

As the Gryphon, and as ſharpe of her ſigh: , 
Will catch as well ſuch birds as ſhee hath vſe; 
4s the Gryphon will catch to him a gooſe. 


Euen ſo a Page, or yet a young Prentice, 
When they are but latelie put to the watke : 
By quicke ingyne, ſtudie and good ſeruice. 
Hce may preuaile his Maſter at the marke: 
Euen ſo did this yong man, and cunning Clark, 
Perceiued a Starre which his Maſters ouerſaw, 
Howbeit they were longer learnde in the law 


It is oft ſeene a ſober ſimple man, 
To a great man counſeller may bee, 
By Gods grace perchance as well hee can, 
Giue good counſell, as they of greater gree, 
Who are vplifted into authoritie: 
For Why the Bee that is right weake of wing, 
Home to her hyue, Weete hony ſhe wil bring. 
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The ſeven Sages. 
Brevis in volatilibus eſt apts, & initinm dula 
How the Emperour rode to meete his ſonne 
comming from the ſtudie; with gteat 
Nd ſo as they had entred info voyage, 
/ \ The poaſtes i an with all haſfie meſſage 
Lhat his one ſonne, with all haſt andlabour, 
Aas comming home, on hoꝛſe the ready wap, 
Then his father incontinent cauſde call 
His great P2inces, and other Lo2ds all. 
He would goe merte his ſonne Diocle ſiane. 
The ſeven Maſters perfectly knowing. 
Unto the child; all in one voice they ſaid, 
Me thinke it beſt ſome danger to avoide; 
And pee fo2 ward paſſe with ybur companie. 
In the meane time. that we may all p20Vide, 
And wee ſhall doe all that we can o2 may, 
Foz yovr ſupplie, each one to pe one dap; 
icniember pet on my necefſitie: 
Jn great danger J wote that J will and, 


coris, huius fruttus illus, Eccleſ. 12. 
pompe and pride. 
To Komes towne, and told the Emperour, 
His fathers will and p2ecepts to obep. 
And bad them be in readineſſe each ene, 
The Emperour with his Court was cumming, - 
That we all ſeven paſſe into the citie, 
Some helpe. that may put by this curſed tide: 
The Child anſwer'd, as pee will, pleaſech mee, 
Theteloze thinke on what re haue tane in h 


They 
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They toke their leaue at him 7o:rowtullie, 
When all they rode toward Romes Citie, 
Do foꝛward came Diocleſiane ryding, 
And lokes on far, ſaw his father comming: 
And as they met, off his hoꝛſe lighted downe, 
To his father he made him readie bowne, 
Aneling on knee with all obedience, 
Then his father with lone and rererente, 
About the nccke oftimes hee toke and kiſt, 
That he was d:umbe his father pet not wiſt. 
* Mineowne deare ſonne, pee are welcome he ſaid, 
Ol pour welfare I am right wonder glad. | 
Yaw is it with yon, J p:ay vou let me knaw? 
Fo: it is {eng afo2e ſince J pou ſaw. C 
Then this young man full right man like 4 mecke, 
* Bowve down his head, z nothing would he (peake, 
Therciozebis father mar veiled gretumlp, 
That he againe not anſweredtnſfantly; 
Pet he compaſt intohis minde againe, 
By his Maſters that he was ſo conſtraine, 
And commanded that he ſhould ſpeake nothing, 
Meesen Yozſe-backe, by any way ryding, 
* Sohdme they came out thꝛough the great Citie, 
Mk Romes towne with great ſolemnitie. 
Mhile they came to the Emperours palice, 
* Where that there was many antique deviie, 
Andott their Yo2ſe with lſpxve thep lighted dolone nn 
- With great triumph, honour. and als renown2, A 
The Father led his Sonne in by the band 
Anto the Hall, where manp were bydand, 
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And ſet him downe beſide him at the deaſe, 
Che Heraulds bade ſwne ſilence all; and ceaſe. 
Then ſonne, he ſaid, now pe will ſpeake to mee, 
Pour ſeuen Paſters, how doe they tell let lee, 
ow does pourſelfe? fo2 if is long 7500, - 

Since J̃ vou law, the ſuth it is even ſo. 


Pee are welcome to mee with heart and minde, 
So then the child his head hee ſo inclinde: 

8 s he would ſay, J thanke poufather deare, 
1Uhat e're he thoght, there was no nia might heare 
UA Ahereat his father marveilde gretuinly, | 
And in a part hee loked earneitlie, 

And ſaid, tell mee withoutten many ſawes, 

Chat pee ſpeake not, the manet, and the cauſe, 
ae, Mee anſwered not, but bowned downe his head, 
e. The Emperour ſaw that there was no remead; 

Pe panide in minde, of his ſon not content, 

Ho the Empꝛelle gote wozd incontinent, - 

FU Uhercof thee was wonder jopous and glaid, 
Lo her Ladies with merrie minde ſhee ſatd? 
Now will J goe Dioc leſiane to fee: 

AUherefoze that pee my belt clothing bing mee, 
ind lo anone ſhee went downe to the haw. 
1Uhere that full ſone Diocle ſiane ſhee ſaw, 

pon the deaſe beſide the childe ſate downe, 

Is this pour ſon my L 02d ſhonld bꝛok pour croton? 
ne ind hath beene teach d by all the feven Doctours, | 
e is to me welcome with all favours: | 

Ice is my ſon, the Emperour ſaid againe, 


Put be ſpeakes not, whereof J am not faine, 
Int we 
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| A know nothing how it is fallen by chance, 
By devilrie, 02 by Gods oꝛdinance: 

But all the time to me ſince he is come, -£ 
| 2 heare nothing, but alwayes he& is dum. 1 
Sheer ſaid, my Loꝛd, delyver him tome, | 


If ever hef pake, that pe ſhall heare and (&-  þ 
J ſhall him cauſe with words faire and merke, ; 
That J doubt not but he will tome ſpeake. 
The King ſaid, goe away with her, and riſe, 
The child he roſe on his moſt humble wiſe, 
\Anclyning low with all obedience, 

To bis father rendzing god reverence, 

To the chamber with the Empꝛeſle hee went, 

| But I belcœue, it plealde not his intent. 
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| ius it is written well we know, 
Into the booke of Exodie: 
When God to Moſes gaue che Law, 
On Mount Sinai that hill ſo hie: 
into that booke there find may we, 
mongſt the ten Commandements, 
hat we obedient ſhould be, 
nd hold in honour our parents. 
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So did this child when that he ſaw, 

is father by the way cummand: 

owae off his horle he lighted low, 

Ou his knzes tooke him by the hand; 

Als when his father gaue command, 

Him for to ſpcake, he bow'd his head, 

i · h bumble heart to him meanand, 
date not ſpeake for feare of dead, 
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Such thing his father no wiſe kend, 
But when the Queene came in preſence, 

Incontinent he bade him wend! | 
With her to chamber and ꝑoe hence, 
The child with ail obedience, 

Z Paſt at command, and howbeit he knew 
That it would cauſe a great offence, 
Knew well that ract that he would rew. 


Even D we ſhould be all and one, 
To our parents obedient, 

And if our owne be dead and gone, 
Fhe principall is remanent, 

That i-our Father al potent, 

He feedes vs with his holy hand: 
Then let vs ſee our whole intent, 
On our beſt way keepe his command. 


How the Empreſſe led Diocleſiune to her 
cha nber, for to make merrineſſe, 
which appearingly he withſtood. 


He Cmpzelle then ſome Ladies calde her fill, - 
Daping, this is mine vtter minde and will; 
That ye pꝛepare my chamber and my bed, 
With flke badkins that it be well ou' ripzed, 
And all the houſe ou'rſp2ed with tapeſtrie, 

They ſaid, Madame, as ve bid, ſo ſhall bee. 
Then the Empꝛelle toke Diocleſiane, 

Vy the right hand, and to the chamber is gone, 
And cauſde avoide all the chambers anone, 
None ſtapde therein, but they two them alone. 
She 
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| hee thoughtit beſt none other there ſhould bive, 

[And ſet him downe befs2e her owne bed ſide, 

A 1d ſaid to him theſe wo2ds in a part, 

M bell beloved Diocleſiane mine heart. 
{Dftune J haue heard ſpeake of pour beautie, 
Pour wit; wildome, and your great courteſie, 


N Pour great vertue ere ever I you law: 
I covet much you both to ſee and know, 
A am right glad, my ſwete Diocleſiane, 
| That wee twa now are ſo ſecret alane. 
I would haue giuen within this yeare ago, 
1:6 thouſand pound fo2 to haue had it ſo. 
nd J am glad that now 3 map behold, 
Che ſamine thing that my heart alwapes would, 
And] haue cauſoe pour father fo2 to ſend, 
To that intent, and fo2 that finall end: 
[TChata map haue ok pour bodie ſolace, 
And now ſince we are heexe in lecret place, 
Fos without kaut J ſay fo you plainelie, 
haue kceped my cleane Uirginitie 
To pou truclic, vnto this p2eſent houre, 
| 12 attuithTanding your father the Emperour, 
Jath married mee, pet would J not conſent, 
| An that behalfe, to fulfill his intent. 
But at all times haue waited vpon you, 
MN Uherekoze of mie pe take pour pleaſure now, 
And ſpeaketo mz, and let vs goe fo bed, 
Since J mp iclfe now thereto haue you led. 
MUhat ever the ſaid, what ever ſhe did oꝛ wzought, 
| gros all her talke, one wozd hee anſwered non 95 
1 ee 
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Hh ſaing that, ta him ſhe ſaid againe, 
) my ſwerte heart and god Diocleſiane, 
ſweare pou heare by Peter and by Paul, 
In your ke ping you haue my like and ſanl, 
Nhat is the cauſe to mee ye will not peake? 
dhe ma ot loue ſome token J beſœke; 
Ff oꝛ as pe know J am a young Ladte, 
And to perfoꝛme pour will, am hzre readie, 
Ho in her armes diverſe times ſhe him hinkt, 
im to haue kiſt to his mouth made a mint, 
a turn'd his head, and would not thole her kiſſe, 
n her own mind (quoth the) what thing is this? 
And to this man J p2ofer my bodte, 
And by no way he will conſent to mee. 
Diocle ſiane, mine oneliclone ſhe ſaid, 
Dith that my loue ſo firme is on you laid, e 
Why doe pe this, to mee to bee vnkinde, * 
1; nowing right well. vee haue mine heart g minte; 
6 nd there is none that map percetue o2 (ee, 
FUWhat there is done into this houſe but wee. 
Therekoꝛe grant mee the thing that Jou craàue, 
And pee therefoze my maidenhead to haue. 
Yee w2yed his face away, and his viſage; 
Fo2 by no way hee liked her language. 
Perceiving then that ſhee could not obtaine, 
Vis loue no2 favour, but it denped cleane, 
Dhee (aid, my lone, and ſweete Diocſeſi ine, 
Behold my paps, behold my white bꝛeaſt bane, 
hf, FUUyich heere J put in your will and pleaſare, 


And cleane fozſake your father the Cmpereur, 
Yee 
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oz whyt hee is both fwble, weake, and old, 
Neanc of body and als of nature colde, 
In his youth-head ſo valiant hee hath bene, 
That now in age dee is coninmed cleane, 
Phat h ſcar elp map ſtand vpon his fete, 
NAherekfoꝛe to ma no: (uch, he is not mete: 
At your pleaſure my bodp thcrefo2e take, 
He ſeing this, his head ha turned backe, 
Chat by no ſigne, no2 other countenance, 
2 ntq no ſoꝛt hee w2ul» doc her pleaſance, 
But in ſo far as he could him remoue, 
Phe might percetue that thx wanted his lone, 
1d Duoth her againe ikit pleaſes you nought, 
To ſpeake to me, noꝛ yet ſhew mæ pour thought, 
as map pe chance be done foz ſome gav why, 
Into that caſe excuſe pou well will J. 
et nat the lefſe, 7 would pe did indite, 
Apon Paper and your mind to me wzite: 
de pleaſe not ſpeake, take there paper and inks, 
Beſeching you to wzite mee what ye thinke: 
Jfafterward pour loue J may obtaine, 
In ſecret wiſe, that none wote what wx meane: 
do the paper and inke ha did receiue, 
And w2ite as after here po may perceiue. 
O Lady faire, I pray God mee defend, 
rom (ach miichance as I ſee you intend: 
f1 dch'emy fathers owne Orchar i, 
y fathers irc | get for my rewar |: 
for I wore not what fruite thereof ſhall ſpring, 
And als right well I know another thing, 
That 
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hat Gods wrath bur faile (hall fall on mee, 

herefore at ſhorr let all-ſuch folly bee: 

rovockemee not no further hitherto, 

or I will ſhew the matter if yee doe. 

As ſcone as ſhe the Cedul had outready 

Inder her fete incontinent it tred: 
Ind then againe with her teeth ſhe it raue, 

hereof the text, that no man ſhquld perceiue. 
Uher head-geare ſhe did caſt an the flare, * 
daue downe her clothes, and all her rich veſture, 
ue dobone her haire, and skarted ver viſage; 
Mhile blood ran dowae over all her perſonage: 

hat all might heare, the cride with a loude voices. 

p, helpe foꝛ ſhame, oꝛ I my ſelfe will loſe, 

his rude Ribald would raviſh mee with ſhame, 
erceiue this Childe now, if he ſer veth blame: 
Aas never woman ſtnce ficlk the wozld began, 
do cruelly dꝛeſt with an vnkaithkull man: 

hat J lipned no ie harme ſhould tome dene. 
Dp my loꝛds, come here, and helpe mee (one. 


MORALITAS. 


OW by this tale yee may perceiue, 
How many wayes that women haue, 
t all times for to deceine an innocent, 
nto her net while ſh-e him get, to her intent: 
While flattring words both falle and faire, 
uch to rehearſe would file the aire, 


or thame nar fin they will not ſpare their minde to ſhow 
name is paſt the ſhed ot their haire, as well we know. 


4 To 


8 
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ro tempt this man was all her minde. 

And cauſe him to foule ſinne bes inclynde, 

He would not ſpeake but with a ſynd he wold forſake her 
She was the devils wonder ky and, the foule ill take her, 


Shee lightlyed her owne Lord and King, 

Wich great deceite, and falſe taking, 

macentinent the childe to bring to a milchlefe: 

| Fy craitout, that thought ſuch a thing, fy common thiefe. 


paper and inke ſhee till him gaue, 
Though he was dumbe that ſhee might haue, 
His vrrer minde, and to perceiue what he would do, 
When ſhe it read, with feete ir tread: now fy, quoth ſhe, 


When that ſhe ſaw ſhe could not ſpeed, 
Shee raue her clothes into ſcreide, | 
Wich skarting cauſde her face to bleed in great deſpite, 
Fy croumpour, that did ſuch a deed, God will thee quite, 


When ſhe had all reaven downe her face, 

She cryde ofrymes full lowde alace, 

Is there none helpe in all this place, nor no remead? 

This traitor ſtrong go ſoone cauſe hang, while he be deaq 


He would heere in great villanie, 

Contrare my will deforced mee, 

As yee may all perceiue and ſee my bloody face, 
Beares witnes well if ſuch thing be into thls cace. 


Yee may perceiue thee had no ſhame, 

To cauſe her lelfe get ſuch de fame, 

Likewiſe an Janocent bure blame, chat was fo cleane, 
That took? no cure to be a whore, and ſhe a Queene, 


Then into evill ſo well expert, 
80 falſely could the tale pervert, i 
Whuc! 


IS 4 
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hich was well known ſoane afrerward,asy e ſhall heare 
hat was both Queene & childs part ſhalbe made clear, 


O dolie dragon, and doubtſome den 
elowring greedie, and gaping glen, 

filthie fleſh foſtered in fen, with great offence: 
Cocatrice that will not know thine owne conſcience! 


O vile Viper moſt venemous, 
ſubtile ſerpent ſulphureous: 
hideous pit peſtiferous: now th is 1 ſay thee, . 
double devill moſt dangerous: God taue me from thee 


In malice thou art ſo frequent, 
many evils thou can invent, 
vicious and ſo vehement, ay proud to evill. 
hou would run to get thine intent quick to the deyill, 


y on thee foule, flame fire ſo fell, 
on chee, hideous hound of hell: 
rom thee very ſpringing Well that ay was broken: 
nat cares not to condemne thy ſell thy luſt to ſlockin - 


Fy on thy luſt inſatiable, 1 
y on thy mirch molt miſerable, 2 
yon thy loue moſt lamentable full of defpire, 
our chance is ay ſo changeable, cleane I you quite: 


Sith I you ſee ſo inconſtant, 
l vertues mee think yee want: | 1 
ut into vice right aboundant, yee are profeſt: . 


111 


ad ay to run to ſinne and thame, you thinke it beſt, 


Since yee are given to your pleaſure, . 


- 


lot regarding your one honour: | 


o ſh ill men haue to you favour, therefore I quite you, 
eare not worth, to be ſet toorthzthe deyill bedryce You. | 


. bus 


+”. 
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To good wom n not this ſay, 
Iris their part both night and day, 
At ye haue heard before me ſay, with them to chideꝰ 
To this good women will not ſay nay, no time nor tide, 


Therefore l pray you mee excuſe, 
For evill womeu 1 will nor ruſe, 
Their owne honour ſo they abuſe: in everie ſort 
Heerefore their companie | refuſe, I lay at ſhore. 


How the Empreſſe complained to the Em. 
perour of the ſhame done to her by 
his ſonne Diocleſiane. 


Me Emperonr with his Loꝛds in the hall, 
Heard the loud ſhout and ſozie piteous call, 
Ok the Empꝛelle all haſtely they fa2th ran, 
Manp great Lo2d, Knight, and Gentleman. 
The Emperour came firſt where was the Aucene 
A ſaid Madame, what haue ve heard o2 ſcene, | 
To doe pou nop, an gaiſh, oꝛ diſpleaſure? | 
O fy lhe ſatd, here is a great traitour: 
Px call your ſonne, but pour ſonne is he nought, 
| Badhe bene yours, ſuch thing he had not w2ought 
A wote it was never heard of befo2ne, 
In all this world ſince any man was bo2ne: 
That (ach a knaue ſo hie thing ſhould pzeſume, 
As to defile the great Empꝛeſle of Rome: 
Therekoꝛe my Lo2d, ſince p are Emperour, 
This matter mot tends to your great diſhonour, 
Corea pe not ſuch thing, and make remead, 
I care no thing how (one that I ba dead, F 
0 
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02 god cauſes to chamber I him led, 
hen like a knaue he would defile my bed, 
I cheriſht him with woꝛds of great comfozt, 
oſpeake to mit IJ didhim.oft exhoꝛt: 
n fowle bawdzte his minde was only ſet, 
d cnne he ſaw his will he could not get, 
It his pleaſure he made him medefo2ce, 
Tontrare my will, and ſo hath rent my cozſe, 
lith effuſion of blood all aboundank, 
And beleening none other thinginſtanf, 
Put haſtte dead, were not I gaue a ſhout, 
onſider well, if J ſfcod then in doubt. 
e may perceaue by mine abillement, 
he trueth hereof how that he hath it rent, 
he ſhame and ſinne of this harlot to fle, 
ach man may know how hee bath done to me. 
e ET herefoze, mp L02d, as J haue laid befozc, 
MF you deſire, pee would cauſe to reſtoze. 
BD y great honour, and my wo2lhipagatne: 
hat this Ribald, falſe Diocleſiane. 
Uculdfrom me rent fozcely againſt my will, 
D2 clſe pour bed J ſhall never come till. 
Uhen that the Ring this matter heard and ſaw, 
dee was inflamde with cruell ire and gaw, 
Palice, woodnes, and great melancholie, 
Uas no remead but that his ſonne ſhould die: 
alled Sergeants, and gaue them ſtrait command, 
> Wn a gallous they ſhould him hang fra hand. 
hen laid the Loꝛds that ſtod the Emperour neare, 
nd pleaſe your grace ſome of our woꝛ ds to heare. 
Fo Lozd- | 
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Loꝛd, as pee know, pee haue no ſons but one, 

M herefoꝛe we will haue great cauſe to make mo 
And if pee had, we thinke all verilie, 

Your pleaſant ſonne were able fo2 to die: 

But not the leſſe with ſo haſtie intent: 

Mee thinke not bcff, wee ſay with one conſent, 
Pour only ſonne that pee ſo ſone put downe: 
Mithoutoꝛdour of Kaw oz pꝛoviſton. 

Che law is made to puniſh treſpaſſers: 

All given to evill, and miſchant tranſgreſſers: 
And if ſo bee that hee bee found the ſame: 

Then by oꝛ der let the law him condemne: 

That no man ſap, that the great Emperour, 
His only ſonne in madneſſe and furou2 
Mithout the law hath put his ſonne to dead, 
Pleaſe your Grace to this matter to take he de; 
The Emperour toſuch woꝛds gaue audience, 
And ſaid, y Lo2ds of mee pee haue credence, 

| Within this Kealmayp leade juſtice and law: 

| Zherefoze J will conſent well to your ſaw, 
And als J thigke it right expedient, 

Pee be condemned in a plaine judgement. 
Then command was to put him in pꝛiſon, 
CThere to remaine without any ranſoun, 
Unto the time that juſtice Court ſhould ſtand, 
Then foure japlers receiued him fra hand, 
In der pe p2iſon right ſharpely him inclolde, 

{ Wherein befoꝛe the child was never vſve- 
No b let him ſit, God cover him of care, 


| Dſthe Empꝛelle let vs ſpeake furthermare, * 


Ut 
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cho perſe verde in malice and great ire, 
gaine this child as any burning fire. 
lone as ſhe had gotten true knowledge, 
hat this peung man Child was put in pꝛiſonage; 


Pot put to dead ſo ſuddainlie as ſhee would, 


hee crped, ſhouted, and mourned maritſetd, 
hat all the palace ſhee caul'd bee alt on ffeere, 
t was great paine her fo2 to ſ and heare: 
Lhen her Ladyes to the chamber thought veſt 
der to con vop, therein fo2 to take reſt. 
hen night was come, the Ring to chamber pak. 
nd found his Nuene mourning and weeping falk 
Nzinging her hands, ſobbing and ſtghingſaire , 
he Kingnoydetoſceher make ſnch care: 
Lo whom hee ſatd, O my dearc Ladie gent, 
A hat is the cauſe that pee ſo ſoze lament? 
hre ſaid my Loꝛd, pee know not all my caſe, 
dow pour curſt ſonne hath made blovte my face, 
nd would me put to vtter diſpleature, 
Aete not pour ſelfe and other made ſucconr. 
ce tommandedhim to be hanade tra hand, 
et not the leſte on lifehee is livand, 
o pour command is not obe p'd at all, 
d 02 pet my ſhame no way is made to fall. 
Uhcrefozemy Loꝛd, J thinke that pee ſtand aw, 
pon pour ſonne to lead Juſtice and Law. 
hen to the Quctenc the Emperdur can lap, 
gh adame ſa (canetiemornc as it is day. 
Upour deſire to fulfill aud intent, 


er (hall but doubt thvle jullice andjndgement. 
Dueth | 


| 
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Dnoth ſhe, my Lo2d, ſhall hæ pet line ſo lang, 
Nuoth he. Madame, let this one night ou'rgang, 
Chen miaht ſuch chance on pou come haſtelie, 

As on an Burgelſle came of this Citie, 

As it was ſhowne the trueth vato my ſell, 
Nuoth hee, Madame, J p2ay you that to tell, 

At your pleaſure, quoth ſhe it ſhall bee done, 

Do her ſermon on this wiſe began lone. 


MORALITAS, 


YE ſee this Queene by wayes wrong, 
Willing put downe this proper childe, 
By curſt conceate and leafing ſtrong: 


To death him to convict and file, 
And als her King perſwade, to tro all that ſhe ſa id, 


Wich many wrinke, falſe way, and wile, 


But yet ſhe was ſet by her ſlile, by good counſell he had; 


Which cauſde him ro prolong the time, 
By ceunſell voto the morne, 
Where they beſt conld tarie out the crime. 
And clenge the chaffe out from the corne; 
et is good to put by an evill houre, ſay l, 
Etre an innocent be forlotne: 
Aud he of lo great linage borne, this is the cauſe and why 


n Forif this Queene had gotren her will, 
The King had repented it fare, 
Without counſell or good skill, 


For to deftroy his ſonne ana aire, (ſeen 
Which great pittie had beene, while the trueth had beer 


A vengeance on her eveimaire, 
Qu 


This child that caricd in ſuch care, & curſt be ſuch a h 
X | * | 
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Whenthou young man comes to good age, 

If any time it chanceth thee: 

By gift of God, wit and knowledge, 

A choſen ludge then tor to bee: | 
lf any fault bee done, cauſe to correct it ſoone, 
ut firſt that thou both heare and ſee. a 1 
The talking of the next partie, then thou thy wit adjoyne gf 


If their occure cauſe or quarrell, 


Bee not too ſwift to giue ſentence? 


For therein ſtands right great perrell, | 
Doubr and danger with negligence, | 
Bee che matter obſcure, then thou ſhould bee right fure, 4 
By witneſſe and experience. | 
Let each one vſe their due defence, euen to rich as poore, 


See thou vſe aye good counſel, af 
Of that bee ſicker at thy ſide; 


nd ſo lightly thou ſhalt not faile, 
hat euer chance for to betide, | 
ood counſell is theground, where faithfulnes is found. 
Jt can perceiue and als prouide, | 
nd from all perrill for to guide, within a little ſtound, 


For if thou haſtelie pronounce, 
Sentence too ſoone to rich and poore, 
Fe ſame no wile thou may renounce? 
wh Nor in no ſort againe recure, 
ithoutten lacke and ſhame, diſhonour and defarud; 
rherefore thou ſhould bee wonder ſure, 
That thou to no man doe injure or els thou ſerueſt blame. 


Now to you ludges 2 will ſay, 
(chew from wrath and great fauour, 
et mercie meaſe your minde alway, 
et Reaſon rule your great rancour. 
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n no point dee partiall, your ballance beare equall, 
Then doe yee God agood pleaſure, | 
And to your ſelfe purchaſe honour, and wins good of all. 


o know what the Emperour, the Emprice, | 
and the young Childe , and the ſcuen | 
Doctours doe ſignifie. 


E& wee proceede yet furthermare, 

A Ofthis matter ſomething will ſhaw, 
What each thing meancs for to declare: 
Ihe matter better yee will knaw: 

This Ewpcrour that leades the Law, 
Hee ſigniſies a mans perſoun, 

That walters betwixt winde and waue, 


Into this world aye vp and downe, 


His Sonne betokens the ſoule of man, 

Which in the Corps is aye incloſde: 

The Emprice fignifies Sat nan, 

Who euer open malice muſde: 
The ſeuen Doctours are ſeuen vertues, 
{Fighting contrare ſeuen deadly ſinnes: 
Which that the ſillie ſoule ꝑerſues, 
When deſtruct ion it beginnes, 
The ſeuen dayes this Childe is dumbe, 
Of mans life they are the ſpace, 

For in this world fra hee firſt come, 
Hee neuer hath pet fe ct lolace- 


* 
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White that God take him in his grace, 
And forget all this world lie luſt, 
Then ſpcakes hee to God face to face, 
W hen that the Deuill hee hach vincuſt. 


Even ſo isiof this Emprice tale, 
Tolde for to tempt the Emperour, 
Tro wing perfect lie to preuaile: 

And of this Childe to bee victour, 
Tels on this lale for his pleaſure: 

Of which the Emperour was content, 
As yee ſhall hcare, good auditour, 
Therefore to purpoſe let vs went. 


The firſt Tale of the Emprice, is of the good 
tree that grew in the Burgeſſe Garden, 
who for the Impe that grew  belid i it, cauſed 
cut the great tree. | 


'Y Romes towne remained a rich Burgelle, 
Ahich had at wealth all mirth and merineſle, 
Uith faire biggings which were both bꝛoad x hie, 
1Uith gay gardens that were pleaſant toſw , 
Of euerie flowze hee had therein a part, 
hat was to get about in euerie airt. 
bo tell their names J neede not now fake tome, 
Feb was ſuch like ſo pleaſant in all Rome. 
n this Garden there grew a nobte tr, 
1Uhich euerie peere bought fo2th fruit good plenty 


hen by all this the fruite that on it grew, 
hit E 2 Uuas ' 
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fas ſo done ſweete, and ofſo grcaf berfne, 
Nhat man that had any ſoze maladie, 
4 is leper, erceſſe oꝛ poplecie: 
j (cone as hee of this fruite gote a taſte, 
Ot all ſickeneſſe he would bee whole in haſte. 
And ſo it chanc'd vpon an holie dap, 
This Burgeſle went to his Garden to ſay 
MPisoziſons, and beholding this tre, 
gar young Impe behinde it quietlp, 
die (aw growing, which was pꝛoper and faire, 
Incontinent he called the Gardener, 
And ſaid, God Friend, ſ& pe bee wonder ſnre, 
And of this Impe daylie that pe take cure; 
Foz I belieue to haue a better tree, 
Mk that young plant, and better bee ſuch thꝛe, 
No2 is the olde, which J cannot aduance, 
Chat pith inlakes, ſap, ſapenr and ſubſtance; 
Howbcit this tre bee farre growne it abone, 
The Gardner ſaid, Maſter, it ſhall bœ done. 
Mithin few dayes to ſhew the fo2 certaine, 
q ſe this plant the Burgeſſe came agatne , 
Mhich as he thought, was not io halfe plealand, 
As it was when the firſt dap ha it fand. 
To the Gardner hee ſaid, Bow can, this bee, 
Py tender plant appeareth not tome, 
Yalfe ſo pleaſant as it was the laſt dap? 
Ver ſaid, Paſter, now tent take what I ſay, 
: o wonder is, this olde tree is far maire, 
and from the young takes all ſubſtance and aire, 
By the reaſon the bꝛanches are ſo bꝛaide, 


> 
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Do the young plant is ſo vnlikelie made: 
Foꝛ it this plant gote the ſubſtance and aire, 
Thhat this tre gets, with ſpeed it would grow maj 

Noz is the olde, fo2 age almoſt is dead, 

The Surgeſſe ſaid, Pereof J know remead. 

Cut downe the bonghes and bꝛanches of the olde. 

Quoth he, Paſter, JI ſhall doe as pe fold, '1 

And ſohe div, then after in ſhoꝛt ſpace, 

To ſe the plant againe came the Burges, 

Andſaw right well that the ſame tender plant, 

Some nedfull thing it did inlacke and want: 

To the Gardner hee laid, Bow chances this, 

Py tender plant it doth miſt hziue, J wich, 

Shew mee thercofthe cauſe without leaſing, 

He ſaid, Maſter, I ſuppoſe of one thing, 

That is the height of this high growing fre, 

= Yolds away the Sunne, as thinketh me: 
2 Which gineth life, and nourtſhing but doubt, 

To euerie thing that euer grew thereout. 

And als the raine it may not come it neare, 

Which nouriſheth alſo ſome time of the peare. 

Theſe two wanting, there is no tre canthziue, 
= The Burgeſſe ſaid, That (hall wee mend beliue. 
Cut the oldecleane and quite downe by the rate, 

Foz J ſuppone we ſhall get better fruite 

Of this young tre, no2 of theolve was had, 

The Gardner did as his Halter him bade: 

Cutted the olde, and let the young ſtand ſkills 
„So hee obepde his Maſters minde and welle f 
Akter ſhozt time , as mo! was done and wzought s 
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Both vide and young per iſht, and came to nought: 
Myherefoꝛe great harme and dule came to the pa2e, 
Ifo2 loo was ſicke of their health they were ſure, 
Hauing recourſe vnto that noble fre: 

Mhich to cut downe it was a great pitie. 

and when thc poꝛe per ceiued it was cut doſone, 
They curſt and warped with many maliſoun: 
That any wile thereto gane their counſell, 

©: helpt thereto, thy quite condemnde to hell, 
Foz why? the po: c of all tuflrmities, 

Mere ay well cured of all maladies: 

Nnoth ſhe, Py L92v, now haue ye vnderſtand, 
{bat J haue ſaid, quoth hee, that J warrand, 
Nuoth che, the like thereof J ſhall declare, 

The which pertatnes to vour vnſonſie Heire. 


The declaration of this Tale told 
by the Emprice. 


His olde tre is pour owne noble perſoun, 
That with counſell of your Loꝛds of renowne; | 
The pe and ſicke doe ape helpe and ſupplic, 
By your juice and great nobilitie: 
This young plant is your owne vathaiftie aire, 
yp ou to deſtrop he caTs him euermaire. 
By his cuanu g growing vp gre by gree, 
K g did the Impe vehind the merkle tre. 
; Ind fo2 fo cauſe to cut the bꝛanches downe, 
Uboare pour Lo2ds , next fo your owne perfoun, 
| hat der may reigne, and fit vpon your chy ze, 
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Mhis is his minde, that hee does moff deſire. 
- Df this matter then what ſhall after fall, 
All folk ſhall mourne, lament, wæpe, ſhowt and call] 1 
And warte them that cutted downe the tre, 
= Uhere that they wont to get helpe andſupple: 
Or gaue counſell this young Ampe foz fo nouriſh, 
But it deffroy, oz it bure fruite o2 flouriſh. 
Py counſell is, therefoꝛe the Impe cut downe, 
Sinee pet your ſelfe reignes in pour hie renowne. 
And luffer not the young Impe fo2 to grow, 
Foz hee ſhall doe daylie what euer he dow , | 
vou to deſtroy, and pour bodie put downe, 
And purchaſe not the maledictioun 
Ok the pee folke, to whom ye were ſafegard, 
Therefoꝛe in haſte take your Son faa2th in ward, 
And but delay on Gallous cauſe him hing, 
Pa doing this, ye doe like a wiſe King; 
Th Emperour ſaid, Madame, now by the rad, 
Pour counſell is both wholeſome wiſe and god. 
The mone hee ſhall goe to the death mot vilde, 
| FPYowbett hee bee mine onelie gotten Childe. 
The moꝛne then came, he called the Loꝛds all, 
Together paſt vnto his! ultice hall: 
The Emperour himſelfe late in Judgement, 
On pannell put his Donne tncontinent: 
And ſo at ſhoꝛt hee was condemnde to dead, 
To bee hanged on callous but remead. 
ith moꝛtall ſound then paſiing him b2fo2ne, 
Or Trumpet, @halme and als of blowing Dozne; ; 
As the vie was when anic manthauld die . 
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| hould be co uop' de with ſo gceat menſtrallie: 
And as hee pait :owne th2ough the great Citie, 
The people mournde, ſaying , It was great pittie, 
The onelie Sonne ot the Emperour-tobang, 
NN any mourned, many their hands wꝛang. 
Au meane ſeaſon, as he went through the ſtrerte, 
His firſt Maſter Pantillas could him meete: 
e Paſter ſaw hee was to Gallous led, 
Mich ſpe de of ſpurres tothe Pallace him ſped. 
To whom the Childe ſo ſone as hee him aw: 
Polone with his head, then hee inclined law, 
As he would ſay. Maſter if ye be kinde, 
Now in my node, J r2ay of me haue minde. 
F o: Jam now, without pe get mertie, 
Condemned hrere on the Gaticus foz to die. 
| d may weil know then he no tarrie made, 
But in all hate vito the Palace rade: 
2 et not the leſle onto the Miniſters, 
Pzoueſts, Dergeants Japlers and Dfficers, 
Me made requeſt that they thould haſte nothing, 
Fo: he belieu'dto get grace from the Ring, 
Lo ſaue his lite, hee ſhall net die this dap, 
Then were they glad, to vouthe ſuith to lax⸗ 
I in one voy ce the people bade hin haſte, 
Vo without bode hee rode as hee were chaſte, 
At the Palate hee lighted off his Hoꝛſe, 
uu ho thould him dight he twke but little ſozce. 
Df the Emperour beliue he gote pꝛeſente, 
: o whom her gaue on knees great reverence, 
As amy effcird, to whom the Emperour ſaid, 
UAAere 
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Mere not J will your reuerence not degrade, 
9 and the ref right ſoꝛe ſhould punicht be, 
#02 your reward px ſerue no moꝛe ot mee: 
he ſaid, My Loꝛd, and pleaſe your noble Grace, 
Then haue I ſpent riaht ill my ſeuen væres ſpace. 
Taking labours on pour Donne both dap and night 
In 1 god Doctrine hun teaching as I might, 
Pet our labours at all we not regard, 
But beleeue well to get better reward: 
The Emperour ſaid , Thou lieſt Docto; but doubt, 
DV-irft vato me, then to the reſt about. 
Mine onelie Donne well ſpeaking , whole and fere 
deliuered: Now pee haue b2ought him here, 
Miith no maners, but dopted, dakt and dumbe, 
And moꝛe attour, to thew thee all and ſumme: 
¶ Thogh he be dumbe, ſuch thing may come on chte 
By God his will, oꝛ by god ozdinance. 
Vat by all this he purpoſde, which was woꝛzſe, 
Mine owne Ladie on maſterie to defoꝛte. 
nd all her face with her rich oznament, 
In great malice hee hath all rauen and rent: 
Thereloꝛe this dap he ſhall not faile to die, 
And after him thou andthy companie. 
he Maſter laid, with woꝛds mile and meke, 
As fo: pour Donne, ye ſay that cannot ſpeake, 
The Loꝛd of all that matter well hee knowes, 
as yo thali know, hee is not dumbe but cauſe. 
truſt in God the ſuith pou fog to ſap, 
chouland him {hail heare ſpeak? on a dap: 
as fo; your wite, my Lozd, Where pe alledge, 
| Mher 
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| EMhere that hee wonld haue done to her outrage: 
On tcueth my Lozd, J ſhall you ſhaw but were, 
An companie with vs this many pere, 
As well is knowne, continuallie hath bene, 
Buch thing of him was neuer heard no2 ſcene: 
Tyherekoꝛze good Loꝛd, fo2 pour great renerence! 
Co ſuch vopde ſawes gine not to ſcone credence: 
Foꝛ ik pee cauſe pour onelie Sonne to die, 
Foꝛ the falſe woꝛds of pour wines vanitie: 
On chance it ſhall far wo2ſe to happen por, 
No2 to a R night whereof J ſhall tell you. 
That fo: the woꝛds of his vaine wanton wife, 
Cauſde him bereaue his gay grey hound his life: 
[UMM laued his ſon from (laughter of the Serpent, | 
Then ſaid the Ring, Tell me fozth that Legent: 
| Pantillas ſaid to hin. iy Soueraig ne, f 
If I fo did, then were my tale in vaine. 
3 oꝛ exe my tale were all complete but doubf, 
Df your owne Sonnuc the life may be put out: 
JAndthen my tale foz nothing it were tolde, 
But ik rour Grace of pour great mercie wold, 
Retire pour Sonne from the Galleus againe, 
yen would J thinke my tale were not in vatne. 
2 cena if that your Grace pleaſeth to heare, 
Da cauſe your Sonne while the moꝛne to reteire, 
That being done, when it is moꝛne pe may, 
2 de pour intent wyenit is faite light day. 
Lhe Emperour then ſhoꝛtlie to conclude, 
Kut ith beanie minde this talke well vnderſteod. 


Rud cauſed the Childe io2 to bee calde againe, 
Until 
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1ntill the moꝛne in pꝛiſon to remaine. 
hen this Dogour right pleaſantly began, 
To tell this tale but awe of anie man. 


MORALITAS 


Can not ſay, but nay of this Burgeſle , 

For to aſſay alway, for greedin*(T*; 

o cut this tree, would bee of ſuch riches, 

ſay for mee that hee proued foolithaefſe. 

and als was not wyteleſſe both tree and fruite hee wanted 
he Gardner not ſakleſſe to cut lo loone hee granted, 


It was evill done, ſo ſoone to cut it downe, 
t. Though it abone conjoyne, would not well ſoun, 
Vith the young tree to bee at diuiſion. 
lay for mee, ſurelie it was no reaſon, 
heard ſuch a leſſon, better to haue in hand, 
birds poſſeſſion, than two in wood flecand. 


A dogge r reade, indeed a collap ſtaw, 
aſſing through Tweed with ſpeede the ſhadow ſaw, 
nat it was more larger, the fl ſh leit faw, 
Of it was cleare, euen there of fleſh and aw. 
hey vie in houſe and haw, what euer dinner coſte, ; 
et beefe not from you draw, While that ye get your roſte, 


If this Burgeſſo that cafe had well foreſeene, 
ch greedineſſe doubtleſſe then had not been? 
nat noble tree fo free, fo freſh and greene, 
d ſoone to bee, ſhortly downecutted cleane: 
ö reat couetiſe 1 meane, of this was all the cauſe, 
S hath beene read and ſeene into olde Doctors ſawes. 


Timoth. 


ill 
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Timoth. 6. 
Cupiditas eſt radix omnium malorum. 


A reproach or reproofe to the 
Empricc. 


Ow thou thy tale hath told with thy falſe fierie lips, | 
But not gottẽ thou wola,li:ht Shirt for all thy hips, 
Had 1 thee in my grips, on thee I ſhould bee wroken, | 


The heate into thy h:ppes , the ſalt Sea will not flocken 
Thou art a baird full broken , a hideous hels birde, 
Better thou had not ſpoken, condemnde deuils birde, 


The tale of Pantillas the 
firſt Doctour. 


Nfo a Uealme there dwelt a valiant Knight , 
Df noble fame, of great riches and might: 
That had one Sonne, iny Lo20, now as pe haue, 
To the Nourſes to foſfer him hee gaue: 
The firſt Aourſe fo2 to giue him lucke and fede, 
The next him wach, and kepe him cleane at nde, 
The third to bꝛing him into ſleepe and rell, 
The noble night fo: his Thiide thought it beſt. 
The R night alſo hee bad a gay grewhound , 
That none mo:eſwift did run vpon the ground. 
Alſo hee had a Falcon faire of flight. 
Right ſwift of wing, whey hee liked to light. Rs 
| e 
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TCheſe two, the knight loned abone meaſure, 
Becauſe oftimes they did him great pleaſure. 
This Grewhound was fo lwift, and or ſuch ſpeed , 
Z Zhen hee was loſed, his pꝛey he cauſde are bign 
And this lame pzey brought to his 02d anone, 
Chis was one cauſe he loned him aione. 
Alſo when that this knight went to batfcll, 
k that his chance that time would not p2enaile, 
„ Into his mouth his hoꝛſe taile would hee take, 
| About his lugges ottimes h would it ſhake. 
Chen poull and cry, as be would quite run wood, 
Do by that ſlgne the Knight well vnderſtcod, 
If at that time hee would further oz no, 
And ſo oktimes let him to batteil gae: 
his Paulke alſo was ſo fierce in her flight, 
So lwikt in wing, and als \o wonder wight: 
That hee was neuer caſt off to eſlap, 
But without fault Che booked ape her pꝛep. | 
Theſe were cauſes, his honnd and hautke bee loued, 
Becauſe to mirth they railde him oft and moued; 
Alſo this Kntght het all his whole intent, 
In hozſe running, juſting and toꝛnament: 
Do on a day he cauſed to pꝛoclaime, 
At his Caſtle fo ſet fozwardhis name. 
ho would come there to tourney oꝛ juſting. 
Breaking of ſpeares, and als of hozfe running. 
At the ſet day to bee match d ih ould not faile, 
This was the cry, and ſo to ſhoꝛt my tale. 
The Rnight himſelfe ficſt entered in the feld. 
To the toznay with harncNe, Yozſe and ſhield. 
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Then after him paſt his faire Ladie genf, 
Mith her Ladies to ſ& the Toznament : 
Then after that, paſt all the Nouriſhes tb:&, 
The Toꝛnament fe2 to behold and ſee: 
Locking the doze, leaning the Childe alone, 


Trultting iſhie noz entrie ſhou!d bee none. 
While the Toꝛnep and juſting ould bee done, 
Then in all haſte thep ſhould returne right ſone, 
Belieuing well the Bairne not to awake, 

None being there, but the Hound and the Hauke: 
And the poung Thilde that in the Cradle lap, 
Except theſe th2&, the reſt were paſt away: 
Then no man knew, lap lurking in the Baw, 

A great Serpent, befoze no man did knaw. 

MM hen ſho perceiued the houſe ſo deſolate, 

And none therein that dur ſt with her debate: 

Out of her hole ſcone ſhee put fo2th her head, 

At this Inkant hauing a cruell feade: 

' Wholay ll ping in the Cradle alone, 

Pim to deſtrop at ſhoꝛt ſo is ſhe gone: 

The Falcon this beholding where ſhe ſafe, 

Upon her perke, to doe ſhee wiſt not what. 

But with her wings ſhee ruſted, and rang her bels 
Almoſt {hce had all ſhaken them in ſhels. 
Do with the nopſe and beir which made the Bake, 
Che god Hound roſe, and off his lepe did wake, 

And when her ſaw that the Serpent did crepe. . 

1 the Cradle where the Childe did leepe» 
With a fell kaird on the Serpent hee ran, 

| And ſo at ſhozt theſe two to fight began. 


©0 


The ſeuen Sages. 
So truellie, that it was great maruell, 


Which of the two at that time ſheuld pzeuaile: 


One to deuour, the other to defend, 
Thele two at length together did contend: 
So long at length theſe two together fight. 


Almeſt the Hound all quite had loſt his might. 


So cruellic he was wounded in blood, 
Chat all about where that the Credle food, 
as blood berun that marucll was to ſe, 
betwixt theſe two ſo bold bargane to be, 


The Greyhound then perceiuing his owne blood, 


Into his heart wart ſo cruell aud wed, 
Vith a fell faird vpon the ſerpent ran, 
do them bet wirt a new bargane began. 
With ſuch malice, melancholie and pre, 


While one was dead, that none of them would tyze 
Noz leaue the flelde while it chancde at the laſt, 
Betwirt them two the Cratle ouer they caſt. 


With bottome vp, and on the tozres1t ſtcod, 
here it was all abovt berun with blwd. 
90 it became, and fell by God his grace, 


That the foure to2res ſaued the Childes face, 
And leeped fill with viſage toward the ground, 
* Theſe two fighting the Serpent and the Bound: 


Uhie at the laſt the Bound into certaine, 


This fell Serpent hee hatb ouerteme end Naine, 
And ſaude this Childe from pertill in that tide, 
Whcn all was done, downe by the Cradle ſive: 

Lictzing his wounds lay downe this noble Wound, 
Foz fighting ſoze, and ſo on ſla pe fell ſoune. 


N 


Bcſidg | 


. - Beſide this Childe, which in the Cradle lap, 
| Noneinthe Houſe, but onelie the ſame twap: 
The Babe ſleeping, and knew no kinde of ill, 

The Hound wearie, and foughten forth his fill; 
The Serpent flaine, as J ſaid pou befoꝛe, 

The Babie ſafe, and the Hound wounded ſoze. 

And ſo anone after this toꝛnament, 

| Each man and woman vnto thei: lodging went, 

| Mo tell that day who wan the enterpziſe, 

| That erand now tomp matter not lyes: 
Therekoꝛe as now that thing J will let bee, 
And let vs ſpeake ok the Mouriſhes three: 
Who firſt came home, and entred in the haw, 
Do lone as they the blood and Cradle ſaw: 
Mringing their hands, and ryuing down their hair 
Crying, Alas, woe on vs cuermaire,. 
Our onelie Childe, our Babe and foſter-bairne, 
As quite deuour'd with a Dog, and foze fairne. 
Alas foꝛ woe, alas what ſhall we doe, 

Me know no place fo ſuccour to run to. 
Ik our Maſtor perchance vs appꝛehend, 

There is no way from his hand vs defend. 

But alway ſhall on vs come ſudden dead, 

| Weeknow no way where wer map finde remead. 
Since lo is come, let vs in haſte all thꝛæ, 


Ec — 


To ſaue our life, but ſtay away to flæ: 

Euen ſa they did and left the heule alone, 
But moꝛe counſell all th2& away are gone, 
And had no wit noꝛ wiſedome in theit head, 
To lee whether the Bairne was quicke oz 1 
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No2 left the Cradle, and to perteiue the cace, 

But ran away all th:e& crying alace: 

And as they were paſſing fwzth the fret: 

Their owne Piſtrcffe they chanced fo: to met, 

UUith her Ladies tomming from the Tournap: 

She perceiving her Pures in the wap, 

Right ſoze mourning, and ry ving downe her haire, 

All woe begone, repleat of ſturt and care 

Sone ſhe inquirde at them how ſtands the caſe, 

They anſwered her a thouſand times alace, 

UUyat ſhall wee ſay? foz words to multiplie, 

Chere is no bute, all men the caſe map ſeæ 

A De vill Madame into a Dogs skin, 

Yath flaine pour ſon alone pour hall within, 

In the which dog my Lozd had moſt delite, 

But now he hath of your ſon made you quite, 

In token yet where that the Cradle ſtoode, 

Che dog flepes ffill now bathed in his blood. 

Yee was the Wog that my Lo2d loved beſt- 

Yee was no Dog, but with a devill poſſeft; 

LherefozeLadie, foꝛ Us is no remead, 

But either fle, oz elſe to bide the dead: 

Cherefoꝛe Madame of vs ve haue mercie, 

Chis is the cauſe that cauĩes vs to flee: 

This ſhe hearing, anone fell to the ground, 

UUithout moze ſpace into a deadly ſwoune: 

And at laſt Ladies cauſed her awake, 

Held vp her head while ſhe began to talke, 

And ſaid, A late, my deare S on art thou ſlaines 

pball thou never play on my knee againee 
Shall 


El] 


The ſeuen Sages. 
| Shall I never with my pape (ie the play, 
Alas how (cone art thou ſo went away: 

Shall I never the laughing on mc ſer 2 

Alas, how is this dolour chanced mee ? 
Mherein J had mine oniy moſt pleaſour, 
Except my Lozd, both by tide, time, and houre, 

| Js now but doubt with a Dog cleane devourde, 
And ne ver againe to the life be refto2de. 

| What ſhall 3 ſay? this is a carefull cace, 

| Pine only ſon is dead, and gone alace: 

Do ſh& mourning in great dolour and woe, 
The peopie about, that ſæ ing did right ſo, 
Mourned right ſoꝛe, and of her had pittie, 
ö 


In ſuch dolour that Ladie fo2 is ſe: 

In the meane time, the night from his Toznap, 
+ Retired home, and ſo ſaw by the way, 

1 | Vis owne Lady lamenting in dolour, 
Negquirde the cauſe of all her diſpleaſonr, 

Ohe ſaith my Lo2d, alace and evermare, 

A IF cannot ſpeake fo2 great volouv and care* 
Js happened vs a wonder cruell cace: 

Vour ſon is ſlaine foz evermoꝛe alace, 

| With pour grewhound whom that ſo well pee lob'd, 
Now all that loue on your ſon he hath pꝛot ). 
De hath him flaine in cradle where ha lay, 
Pour Nouriſhes all th:& ace ficd awap. 

And pet the place where that the cradle ſtod, 
Pour Hound lpeth flæping in your ſonnes blood, 
This your Grewhound without any helpe mo, 

| —_ only Childe all quite hath cane you fro, 
| Where 
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Wherefoze myſelfe vnto the houre J die, 

Shall never eat while J retenged bee 

Upon your Hound, which hath my one ſon llaine, 
No2 in pour bed ſhall never come againe, 

While he be dead. that cauſde my one ſon die: 
But woe alas this is no mends to mee: 

Bowbeit it bee aſpthment tomy heart, 

Yet my great woe it lockins in ſome part. 
Therefoꝛe my Loꝛd, if pee thinke it bee done. 
Mithout delay canſe flay pour Grewhound one, 
The Right hearing her ſozrowfulltypthance, 
How to his ſon had fallen ſuch miſchance: 
Home ward in haſt, but bode be made him bawne, 
And in the cloſſe when hee was lighted downe, 

The Grewhound beard Yo2ſe-men into the cloice, 
Amongſt the reft hee knew his Maſters voice: 

And vp he roſe in the blood where hee lay, 

Co his Maſter the hie gate came his way, 

Faint and foꝛeſoght, came fawning to his feet, 

As he was wont his aſter foz to meet. 

Into great pꝛe- what is there moꝛe to ſay: 

With his ſharp ſwoꝛd hee cloue his head in twap, 
And that only foꝛ one wo2d of his wife, 

Got his reward that ſaved his ſons li fe. 45.0 
Then paſt the knight but bode into the havw, 
Perceiu'd the blod, and als the cradle ſaw. 

Hee lifted vp the cradle as it td, 
Found the child whole, and alſo much ſpilt bid, | 
Percetving then ofthe Serpent the head, 


The skinne and taile that had foughten to * | 
nd 
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And found his ſonne withoutten wan oꝛ wound: 
Alas he ſaid. foꝛ my god gap Grewhound, 
That J haue ſlaine withoutten any cauſe, | 
But only fo2 the roive vaine wo2ds and ſawes 
{ Df a woman, that hes talked in vaine, 
| UUherth2ow J haue but cauſe my Grewhenund ſlain 
| TWhich J perceive hath ſaved my ſens life, 
From the Serpent. thꝛough his debate and ſtrife: 
Moe tothe houre that now J d:ew a ſwo2d; 
Moe to the eare that heard my wiucs wozd: 
| Moe to the hand that ſudden ſtroke that gaur, 
To my be ſt hound that my ſonnes life did laue, 
Mhich Jlovo beſt withont any tompaire, 
Except my wife, my only ſonne and aire, 
1 Mhich at this time he ſaved from the dead, 
And fo2 reward, now he hath loſt his head, 
But doubt J would haue given a thouſand pound, 

Pk good money, ere J had laine my hound: 
Bat ſen ſo is, J ſe is no remead, 
MP y. ſon is ſafe, and my god hound is dead, 
That fought koꝛ him, and only (av d his life, 
And J him few thꝛough one woꝛd of my wi fe: 
: But from timefo2th here J ſolemne a vow, 
That ilk man ſhall giue credence to and trow: 
Mere J foꝛſake ali Toꝛnap and Juſting, 
Pere I fozſakeallhalking and bunting: 
Here I fo:ſake running with thield andſpcir, 
ere 2 foꝛſake all fates of men of weit 
In Chꝛiſtendome, but pet no manlinelle, 
Verte 1 foꝛtake all armour and harnelle. 


Foz 
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Fo2 J will paſſe now to the holp Land, 
And fight with Jewes while J may rike 02 tand: 
Contrare Gods foes, and thereto end my life; 
This vowed this knight fo2 one wo2d ok his wite, 
That vnto her gaue ſuch haſtie credence; 
Without a cauſe o2 pet experience: 
Therefoꝛe my Lo2d, your god grace Jrequire, 
Giue not ſo ſ&one credence to the deſire 
Df your Empꝛelle. though thee ber diligent, 
Againſt your Don great leaſings to invent: 
Jo ve may well by this ſame tale perſaue, 
Mhat the Knight got that ſo ſone credence gaue 
Unto his wife, and vato her words vaine, 
That ſav'd his ſon that ſame Hound hes he llaine, 
Lherefoze god Sir, and pleaſe pour noble grace, 
J would vc gaue no cr. dence in this caſe 
Unto your Queene, to put your ſon to dead, 
F032 yz will rew when there is no remead: 
As did this Knight, his noble hound that lew, 
Remead bppaſt then he began to rew: 
My Lo2d, he ſaid, hane ye betane this Tale, 
The Emperour ſaid, that y9aue J done but fail, 
Fo2 that god tale that y& haue told to mee, 
As fo2 this day my Don he ſhall not die: 
The Doctour laid. if that pe doe ſuch thing, 
P doe wiſely, and like a noble King: 
Thanking von; Grace that onip foz my ſake, 
Pour ſonnes dead, only pe hane doneflake; 
And fo toke leaue at the god Emperour, 
To his mar rowes paſt hame with all pleaſure. Fr 
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T. His tale tells vs, who liſt thereto take tent, 
That Nouriſhes ſhould not be negligent: 

To kcepe their babies who can not keepe their (el 
From fire, water, and all ſuch like perrcll; 

That may happen to auy innocent. 


For into trueth my ſelfe this matter ſaw, 
m Edinburgh cowne weſt ynaderneath the waw, 
Therefore more ſure the matter yee ſhall crow, 
That an infant was ſwallowed with a Sow! 
The guts raue foorth, both lung, liver, and gaw, 


The mother left the young one on the flure, 


| In blankets fic which child her owae ſelfe burez 


Paſt her way forth, and ere ſhee came againe, 


| The greedie Sow had this young babe ſlaine, 


Thi my ſelte law, I may ay it more ſure, 
Though I not ſaw, the other | heard tell, 


| How woman paſt foorth but to the Well; 
And left her babe in the cradle l:eping, 

Ere ſhe returnde the houſe was all burning: 
And the young babe devourde with fire ſo fell. 


Many miſchiefes and alſo great offence, 


Hath oft occur'de by nuriſhes negligence; 
That their babies leaues in the houſe allane, 


Which is che cauſe of many bairnes baue: 


As is oft ſeene by good experience, 


Therefore mothers and nouriſhes 7 proteſt, 


| When that you pur your young babies to rett: 


Le aue not the houſe alone all deſolate: 
What my b<chance oft times right ſmall yee ware, 


To cthew danger doe yee the liklyeR, 
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Als in this tale l find another thing, 
How the Serpent lay in a hole lurkiug: h 
Waiting while that the houſe was at quyet, 
Many ſervants now privily playes the Pyar: 
Much taking out, and ſmall good Will in bring, 


3 


Theſe to Serpents right well l may compaire, 
From their maſters ay taking late and aire: 
As Beife, Bacon, Malt, Areale, both Cloth and Coales, 
Taking ay out, and hiding into hoales, 
Thele are Serpents to you / ſay but maire, 


As to this Knight which his good Hound hath flaing 
That (av'd his Sonne from all perrill and paine: 
Yee may perceiue by good experience, 
It is not good ro giue haſtie credence, 
Vato wiues words that arc both falle and vaine, 


vntill the time they had perfectly ſeene. 
How the whole cauſe and matter it had beene: 
When they had kaowue the vtter veritie. 
Then had beene time the dog to haue cauſde die, 
Alſo the Nouriſh no way | can make cleane, 


Then through the word of a vaine wicked wife, 
Which oft is cauſe of mekill ſturt and Brife: 
Caulde him to doe the ching hee did fore rew: 
Becauſe the trueth that time hee cleane misknew. 
And cauſde him reaue from his good Hound the life, 


Which inſtantly forſooke all running of ſpeir, 
All merrineſſe and honeſt feates of weir: 
All valiant actes of luſting and Tornay: 
Hunting, haulking, and all ſuch game and play, 
His owne Realme for eyermore forbeare, 


Yee martyed men take heete experience, 
And ſiklike als perfite intelligence: e 


E 10 ven ages. 
From haſtie words ot your wife tul eſchew, 
For they will ſay and cauſe you tra; fly crow, 
Which 1s not worth a (hell full of credence, 


O wicked wight thou does all that thou can, 
0 With falſe ingine ever to tempr the man: 

M hen moſt he makes himſelfe for to deſtroy, 

| Then art thou glad then makes mirth & joy. 
| | Wor with thy wit, thy bones he may ſore ban. 


— 


Waried woman that ay caſts thine ingine, 
. rnme owne marrow ever to put to pine, 

. go thou obteine thy foule luſt and pleaſour, 
1 Not regarding no way thine owne honour, 


0 Which thou not cares for an old trump to tine. 


Ciurſt creature and alſo ſhameleſſe ſeed, 

An honeſt turne I can not of thee read; 

Erceptinę one that bure the bliſtull birth, 

nch with his blood brought vs all to great mi irc, 


W 
{to pray to him doubtleſſe thou haſt great need. 
| 


A Laud and praiſe to the Doctor, that put off 

| the firit day by hi Tale told to the Emperour. 

j SI Pantillas with thy ſweet ſuggured tongue, 

which in great realms & kingriks hes bin rug 
And now at late to this good Emperour, 

hich ſweete ſentence thou haſt both ſaid & ſung, 

And from all doubt and danger done haſt dung, 

The Emperours great and ringing fierce furour, 

herethrough thou haſt procured ſome ſuccour, 


Wnro this chili on gallons (hould beene hung, 


Had thou nut beene God thank thee good Mor: 
ik The 
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The ſeven Sages. 
The ſecond tale of the Empreſſe. 
o the Empꝛelle wo2d paſt incontinent, 
That the U ings ſon had nat tholed judgement, 
Ahen the that heard, but tarie ſhæ fell downe, 
Fo2 ſturt and noy into a deadly (wonnez 
UUhereof wo2d came vato the Emperour, 
Chat his Ladie had fane ſuch great diſpleaſure 
And ſo anone faſt thither he him ſped, 
Found her right ſoze mourning into her bed: 
So he enquir'd at her what was the caufe, 
Sher ſaid, my Lo2d, there is anew that knowes, 
UUjat earthly ſhame, deſpite, and diſpleaſure, 
Done bp your Don, is to mp diſhononr; 
UAbereof J can by no wap get remead, 
And pee pꝛomilde this day he hould be dead: 
But woe alas, J doubt right wonder ſoze, 
It (hall pou chance as did an Hird and Boꝛe. 
The Emperour ſaid, Madame J you enquire, 
That tale to tell, fo2 it is my deſire: 
Co heare it told by pou the ſaith J ſay, 
Quoth (he my Lo2d, J told one peſterdap, 
Df it follow'd right ſmall effe d o2 nane, 
C!Uhereto ſhould J another tell agatne: 
Vowbeit thercto that ve gine great credence, 
To let it fo2th ve make right ſmall defence; 
Pet not the leſſe at this time J will tell, 
How with a Boꝛe and Dhepheard it befell. 


Pon a time, there was an Emperour, 
Df great wildo me, great puillance & bonour: 


And 
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1 A Fozreff faireh& had pleaſant to le, 

Both gap and trim with many ſæmelp free, 
Mherein there was running a great wilde Bair, 
Both day and night hx made therein repaite: 
All kindeoffolke that this Boꝛe might overta, 
Without mercie hx did devoure and lla: 

Do that none durſt out thꝛough the Foꝛteſt palle, 
F02 doubt of death, the way ſo perilous was: 
Mhereof the king was heavie in his minde, 
That his people was llaine on ſuch like kinds. 
VNlith a dumbe beaſt devoured to the dead, 

And by no way thereof could get remead, 

In his Impire a crie hœ caulde pꝛoclame, 

Pn his behalke authoꝛitie, and name. 

MMho would debate o2 boldlp take on hand, 
Miaith that bꝛime Boxe in battell foꝛ to ſtand: 
And him vang nich by ſtrength of ſtalwart ſtraike, 
' Dis one daughter he ſhould haue to his maike. 
Alter bis death, his Realme as hz were aire, 
This ſhould he haue who ever ſlew the Baire. 
This was pꝛoclamde thzow his Rinrik and land, 
But none was found the dede would take in hand, 
Except an Heard that in himſelke toke hed, 
Pight I this Woꝛe (quoth he) bzing to the dead, 
Not onlp J but all my kin alſo. 

* Should thzough that deed bzwkeever wozldly jo, 
And evermonꝛe in eſtimation be, 

oJ had hap to cauſe this da:nbe beaſt die, 
© Which J ſhall doe, oꝛ elſe to loſe my life, 
aA that Boze, wer ſhall bee at the ſtrile, 


And 
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And ſ\ohw& toke his Shepheards ſtaffe fn hand, 
Paſt to the wood where hee the Boꝛe ſcone faud. 
Be may perceiue how ſone the Boꝛe him ſaw, 
Mithout delay toward the Beard did draw, 

With ſuch a faird and als a felloun feare, 

The ſiilte Heard durſt ne ver co ne him neare, 

To ſaue his life, toſ& ih had hap, 

But moꝛe debate, vp in a tre hee lap: 

Incontinent when he that Boꝛe ſo ſaw, 

The tre to bite began and als to anaw; 

So that the Heard was ſoꝛe fear'd in a part, 

Chat the tre crop he ſhould make turne doſonwark 
But pet the Heard bethought him on a wile, 

How that he ſhould this bold bꝛim Bee beguile: 
It chanc'd ſo that this tra was laden full 

Df noble fruit, which ay the Heard did pull, 
Mhich he caſt downe ay to the Boꝛe to eate, 
UWhecrcof the Boꝛe wae glad that he got meat. 

And fillde him ſo, that he liſt well to flæpe, 

The Heard that ſaw, and downe the træ did crepe; 
By that an arme he hang into the træ, 

klith that other the Boꝛe right quietly e 
Avon the wombe right ſoltly can heclaw, A 
The JBo:e ſlæping, perceiued well and ſaw 

At the tree root the Boꝛe where that he tap, 

Mith his bꝛaig knife his thꝛoat cutted in twap: 
Then bꝛought his head vnto the Cmperour 

lith all gladnffe, triumph. and great honours 
Saping god ir, and pleaſe pour noble grace. 
pour great wild Boze 4 haue him killo thzogh cace: 


Not 
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Mot doubfing but pour crie p will fulfill, 

1! . Pon cauſde pꝛoclame with your counſell and will, 
UUhat e're he was that would kill your wild Bait, 
Ye would marrie pour daughter and your air, 

' UUhben all your Court refuſde the ſame to doe, 
 UMUith a ſtout heart I ſet my minde thereto, 
And now on caſe theſame man chanc'oam J, 
And defire pour Grace fulfill pour crie. 

The Empercur ſaid, all that I cauſde pꝛoclaime, 
Compleit J not it is to my deſame, 

AN pat ſhould be moze? there he got to his wage 
The Emperours daughter, and Realme in heritage, 
Aihen the Emperour paſt from this moztalllife, 
The whole Empire he bzuiked, and his wiſe. 
And ſo the hird on wombe he clew the Boze, 

» UThercthzow he got the Ring dome evermoze. 
Quoth ſhe my Loꝛd haue pcu not vnderſtany, 

» What J haue (aid: QAuoth he 1 take in hand, 
QAnoth he my Loꝛd, yet then it were noskaith, 
Though J vou told the tale and ſentence baith. 


The declaration of this Tale. 
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4 av migbtie Boꝛe betokens your perſoun, 

1 Th o whoſe great might, wit, wildd x renoun 
This whole Impire ye guide and als defends, 
And punicheth what perſon that ofkends. 
This hird J may to your Don well compair, 
That would you ſlay, as the hird did the Bair, 
With his cunning doth claw yon on the wame, 

M hile that ve lu pe. and then put you to ., 
| | | } 
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Oz els yon flap either by day oz night: 

This pour ſon doth by his ſcience and flight, 

That he may bꝛuike both your Impire and crown, 

Ve cares nothing what come to pour perſonn: 

E ven ſo his Maſters with their falſe faignd ſawes 

Doe you ay aloſe, as all the woꝛld well knawes: 

Therefoze my oꝛd, as pou will haue weil fair, 

Remember well on the ſhepheard and Bait: 

Then laid the Ring: God fo2bid that ſo bee, ; 

That chanc'd theWoze that ſuch thing chance to me 

But not the lefſe, Padame foz your god tale, 

Py ſon the moꝛne ſhall behanged but fatle: 
MyLoꝛd (ſaid ſh&) if ye complet that thing, 
Then thall pe doe like an wiſe noble Kings, 
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( ; Ourage provokes hardines, ; 
Which two engenders ſtrong manhead? 2 
Which three adjoynd with happinefſe, 
Makes a man debate his ple 
Right fo into thiscaſe this ſhepherd dlu purches, 
The faire maiden als (weere as mead, Nay 
Wich all her land, and gold lo red, God granted him ſuch®* 
(grace, 
Aventure good & haue ay good, for debate makes deſtiny x 
For even which this ſheph-ard ſfrocd either to do or cls to 
He was ſo ſtout & ſture of his life tooke no cure: (dic, 
Therefore would thou elteemed be, let all on aventure, | 
And for to purches honeſtie. 


5 To dignitie would ꝙ chee dre: de conqueſſe thee henouwr, | a 
. Thou 
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Tho ſhould not ficepe iu idlenes, tor take thy pleaſures 
Set all on ſixe and ſeven, and pe: chance caft elleven, 
WMith prayer ſo & good labour a man may conqueſſe Hea. 


* Denuding thee of all tancour. ( ven, 


A reproach to the Empreſſe, 


HE crooked compariſons of your wild Bair, 
j Willwin you no wariſons to you I declare, 
f hell thou art the ſnare, Plutos play foolein plain 
I hell then hold thee there, & come not here azaine 
But ſtill ay there remaine, tobe hung by the halſe, 
Into perpetuall paine, becauſe thou art ſo falſe. 


il He moꝛrow came, and but moze avifement, 
1 The Emperour himſelfe late in Judgement: 
Condemnd his ſon on gallous ſo; to die, 

Nit pont reſpec that alkin men might ſee: 

Pee being led without the ſtreet and towne, 

© UUith great regrait and lamentation. 

The next Paſter came then the way ryding, 
Andſaw the chile to the gallous ganging: 

£UUhereat he was bolh ſad and ſozrowfow, 

Bat vet the child to his Maſter did bow, 
Auclinde his head, as he would ſaid him to. 
Maſter make ſpeede, pee know what is adoz 

The Maler then pꝛicked fo in that ſtoure, 

Mtuhile hee lighted bifoze the Emperour: 

RNfith reverence as well couldhim effelr, 
And at his Grace right humblie could hee ſpeir, 


D my god 102d, wie gaue vou this counſell, 
8 UTithout 
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Mithontten cauſe your owne ſow downe to quell, 
Is this pour wile that ſuchlike garris you doc? 
Perchance ycu thall vpon wozſe hap come to: | 
Lie c<Acd a knight that thꝛow his wife fals ſawes 
Was put to ſhame without quarrell andcaule. 
hen ſaid the Ring, God Paſter J require pou, 

Shew me that tale, and ciadly J ſhall heare vou: 
r Lo2d hee ſapes, will pee cauſe ce. againg 
Pour only ſon. who is to ſuffer pain 

J ſhall you tell my tale fo2th to the and. 

And ſo the King againe foꝛ him did ſend; 

Nut him in ward where that ha was beto2ne, 
Mhilte that the tale was done and till the mozne: 
Do the Malter the ſecond tale began, 

Wefoze the Ring and many noble man: 

Ks pc ſhall heare, therefoꝛę giue audience, 

But moze delay, and to your reverence. 


The tale of the ſecond Maſter. 


to a Citie there was an Ancient Knight, 
That had maryd a Ladle faite and bꝛigyt: 
As pe haue one (my L oꝛd to pour pleaſour) 
And held her vp in all eaſe and honour: 
Lov'o her ſo well abdne all earthly thing, 
Like as pee doe your Quene mp toveratane king, 
YBeelov's her ſo, hee tould not eat noꝛ dzinke, 
But her pꝛeſence, ſo on her ay did thinke, 
And als at Even, when ali folke to bed paſt, 
Che gates and dw2cs allo hee locked faſt, 
And all te kepes vadec his head they lap, 
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1 © Everilke night while niozne that it was dap, 
And at ilke moꝛne, when he thought time to riſe, 
DOpencd the doꝛes himſelfe as was the giſe. 
ty In that citie was a cuſtome and law 
| Cry d openly. thatilke perſon might knaw, - 
At a ſet honre a Bell was rung at night, 
Chat all might heare and vnder ſtand full right, 
And thereakter withoutten moze delay, 
Tbe watch was ſet to walke while it was dap: 
ö Then after that, if they could any merte, 
Going alone, v2 walking in the ſtreet. 

Done they were tane, and into pꝛiſon led, 
; While on the moꝛne that all men roſe from bed, 
The were faſt bound to a lock oza tree, 
; To their great ſhame, that all the towne might ſ& 5 
Then after that, induring their life time, 
Ther were repute as guiltie of a crime: 
| And holden foꝛth from all god companie, 
This was the lam that time of this Citie, 
This foꝛeſaid Knight, whereof I ſpake befoze. 

Was growne in age, an old man and an hozet 
His ramping race of pouth he had complæt. 
Andhad flockned of bed ſolace the wet: 
SPowbcit he loved his Ladie well eneugh. 
* ret know moze graith perteines the plengh. 
the perteiv dot ſuch craft he did faile: 
Phe twoke in hand another ts aſſaile, 
And ſo ſhe did a man of tender age, 
Into luſts bour fo: to win vaTalage, 
Aho had a quyet Chalmer in the towne, 
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So euerie night after the knight lay downe , 
Under his head the Rey ſhee ffole awap, 
To her young loue ſhe went where. that her lay. 
And lo ſhe did as oft as euer ſhe lift, | 
Toke fo2th the keyes that her tn>bandnof wifk. 
And when ſhee came from her tryſt and her traine, 
She lard the kepes vnder his head againe. 
So it befell vpon a winter night, 
A waking came vpon this eldꝛin night: 
Hee could not fle pe, yet waking as hee lap, 
Yee turnde about, and miſt his wife away. 
Upon her name hee ctyed ofter nos thiſe, 
She anſwered not thenheebecouthtoriſe, : 
Sought all the houſe, by no wap could her finde, 
And wiſt not well if ſhee was out 02 in: 
Sought his bed-head , where that the keyes lap, 
Chat would pee moze? they are all taue away. 
Paſt tothe gates, all open them hee fand, 
But moꝛe aduiſe hee cloſed them fra hand, 
In a window that opened to the gate, 
Much of the night, there late hee at the waite. 
And when it was about the third Cocke⸗craw, 
Making her home, his owne wife when hee ſaw, 
ho found the Does vpon her locked faſt : 
Pee may well wit that ſhee was then agaſt: 
Neuerthelefſe becauſe the gates wers locked. 
Foz to winne in; peartlie there af ſhec knocked. 
Chen Cſatd the knight, @ thou woman untleane, 
Lhinkff thou honour on ſtreete now to bes ſæne, 
D wic ked wife, and dulefull warted wight, 2 
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h Way haſt thou now deteiued thineowne Knight e 
| Ok whom thou knew all whole thou bad the heart, 
Ot thy bawozie now am J weltexpert. 

| F02 this is not the firft time thou haſt done, 

| | Such harlotrie thou ſhalt rew by yon Mone: 

M hile the watch come, there ſtill ye ſhall remaine 
And as law will, thereafter thole the paine. 


—— 


0 | Where J was now, there was witnefſe far mo, 

þ My Mothers Maide ſhee came and fetched mee, 
Mho lyes right ſicke, and is in point fo die. 

i And then becanſe J faw you well in reſt, 

To awake you 1 thought it not the teſt, 

: That cauſde me ſteale the keyes from you abap, 
I F thought pittie to awake you as pee lap, 

Foz why? pee know pee are feeble and olde, 

: | To awake pou off pour firſt flcepe pee wold, 
Beene ſicke the mozne, and wonder ill diſpoſcd; 

5 | cratbe ot that your gates were bncloſed 
And my mother als is ſo wonder ſicke, 

A wo2d to mee ſcarcelie ſhe had toſpeake: 

# Anoynted elſe, and made her latter will, 

And now my ſelfe hath haſted me you till. 

$ Therefoze, good Lo2d, J p2ay you heartfully, 

$ Take no ſuſpect, no2 thinke no fault in mee: 

2 Fo2 J had neuer ſuch thing in my thought, 

Since the firif time to your bed J was bzought, 
Noz neuer had ſuch thing into mine heart, 
Noz neuer ſhall, while death vs two depart, 
e 2 P2ay you let mee not bes tanc, 
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ith the towne watch berre ſtanding mine planet” 
Fo2 now the houre appꝛoacheth wonder nære. 
Chat the watch riſe, and they will inde mee herre· 
Mhich is to mee an euerlaſting bame, 
And als to vou it is a great defame: J £1 
CercF guiltie, oz vet committed crime, 
J would vouchſafe pee hold ma aut this time. 
Chen laid the u night, Doubtleſle vee come not in 
Fc no pꝛaper of you, noz all your kin: 
While that the watch betake you in the ſnare, /: 
Then when ye were ts them ver mull declare. 
Then the wife ſaid, By Lo2d, if ſo pee doe, 
In great defame of vs both it comes to. +4021 
And all our kin, Allyaandour Friends, 120% 
And all other that either of vs pertaines, hf 
Cre I beeh&renow with the towne-watch bound, 
IJ had rather giue an hundzeth thonſand pound. 
Quoth hee ill wife, and woman far dekamed. 
Thou haſt ſo done, that thy ſeltethou haſt chaned, 2 
Jar better were fo2 thy fault puniſht bee, 
And here thole ſhame, that all mankind may ſee, 
Chen fo2 to thole puniſhment after dead, 2 
In burning hell, where there is no remead. 7 
Chen ſaid the wife, Þy Lo2d, J von require, 
In this one point to fulfill my deſtre. 
Now foz his ſake that died on the træ, 164 
Thole not ſuch ſhame ſoſakelefſecomeon mit: 
The Rnight anſwered vnto his wife againe, 
All wicked wife thy woꝛds are all in vaine: | 
Thou comes not in vntill the esknaw, ': 1: 


G And 


TTY 
$434 33 387 Wy 


The ſeuen Saves, 


ae punicht after the courſe of law: 
Then ſaid the wife; J perceiue this is done, 
All toꝛ enuy. and pee are impoꝛtune. 
Chen ſince ſo is. ve are impatient, 
| E will you ſhew in few words mine intent, 
i Dy Lo2d, pe know, at this gate ſtands a well, 
herein but doubt now J ſhall dꝛowne my ſell: 
1 Rather than J and all my kinne bee ſham'd, 
And als your ſcife all not ſcape vndefam' o. 
| Then ſaid the u night would God that ſuch had bin 
Long time befoze J ſaw you with mine epne. 
i Do as theſc two together was at talke, 
The Mone wart varke. and hid was vnder walke 7 
Then ſaid the wife, My Lo2d, and bee pour will, 
That J heere bide, the ſame J muſt fulfill, 
De dide here, and fo2 to ſhame my ſell, 
+} Rather J chall bee dꝛowned in this well. 
But J will doe as a god Chꝛiſtian wight, 
J Dughttoher Loꝛd, and to a nobleKnight, 
Pet ere J die, my minde is and intent, 
Befoze vou here to make my Teſtament, 
Mere to the Loꝛd, firſt J bequeath my ſaul, 
y bones tolyeintheChurchofDSainc paul. 
As fo2 my gods, had I ten thouſand pound, 
$ Ten thouſandKye ganging vpon the ground: 
Als many pleughes ganging vpon the land, 
Als many ſheepe as therevpon might ſtan d; 
2 would leaue all vato your owne perſon, 
Cyen to diſpone at your owne diſcretion: 
And if pee pleaſe any thing foꝛ to deale. 
en 
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Into almes, foz my well and faules heale: "603 2 
That I rekerre to your owne wit and will, 
Nhat euer vo pleaſe. the ſame fo2 ta fulfill... 
Fo2 well J know pee will doe but the cache 
J ſaꝑ no moꝛe, my warte hus band e, 
as the that ſaid, in her armes could 
A makle ſtone, and in the well did 7. 7 
That being done. ſher came right pꝛiuilie, 
Co the gate cheeke, and ſtod right quietlie. 
The Knight hearing the ſtone fall in the well, 2 
Belœued well it was the Ladie ſelll. 
And laid, Alas, my wife is dzownde but va, 
Da in a fray the u night came ruching outs, , 
And fo the well he ſped him but moꝛe baide, 
Lhe wife that (aw, in at the gate ſhe flaide⸗ 
And cloſde the gate right wonder ſure and faſt, 
To the window in haſte che could her cat. 
Jn the meane time the night &ad at the wel, 
Mourning right ſoze and ſaying to panels 
Aloe to the houte that euer J was bazne, 
Py loued wife, alace is now fo2lo2ne: 
Woe to the houre that euer I clolde my gate, 
Moe to the houre in my window A cate. ..... . 
TLoſpy my wife which J know wasſakeleſſe, 
J am the wyte nom of her death doubtlefle.. 
Alace, alace, now is there no remead, | 
Though wilfulneCe of vs both cher is dead. 
Lhe Ladie heatd in window where ſha lap, 
And to the Knight. with ſturdie woꝛds could ſay, 
© pee olde fle, that ſhould bee calde a night, 
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{ What 75 here Fanving thistime or nicht, 


Out of our bed wan ing ſo wonder late: 

7 Waiting your whoes and harlots on the g rate.” 
Might Eno ferns my bodie af ybur will, 

1 Would 
This is nightlie yer vie the ſame paſſage, 
Ps thalltep*nt right foze your olde folage: | 


+ Vee was right glad that chee was vet on life: 
Savping, Ladie, well is me cuermoꝛee, 

7 Louing to God that Imap heart y vou there: 
Foz A belæude yo had beene tn the well 


Thou ſetues better foꝛ to haue punichment, 
Foz bawdzte, | no2holte wapes to went. 
Quokh her, Ladie ret let ſuch language bee, 
hat is 0 ver ſay ſuch thing to mie? 
eben J loc ked the gate per ſhall me trow, 

g I did nothing but to haue chaſtned vou. 

Foꝛ in no wile 1 neuer did intende, 

ou to diſpleaſe oꝛ any wap offende. 

Foz whenA heard the noyſe into the Well, 

& Unto mine heart thereffrake a'crnelt knell? 
And in all haſte ver law as J came downe, 

| Pou to pꝛeſerue that no wiſe pee ſhould dꝛowne. 
Olde dozened Carle (quoth chee }A heare ther lie. 
Thou was over peart to fudge ſuch thing of me, - 
But A perteiue this P2ogerbe is right true, 

The vnfuſt oft the innocent doth purſue, 


Thoul lieſt tome, and halt done many time, 
it 


paite Your olde whore dome vit 


The Knight knowing the voyceof his owne 25 | 


Quoth ſher, Olde, fcole keepe ther out of it thy ſell. 
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Alter the guilt when thou committes ts crime; 
As thou doſt now that neuer to ther failed, 

And thy great flight as now Jhane aſtailed: 
And haue thee tane into the ſicker lnare. 
Mherefoꝛze but doubt fo: me thou ſhalt ſkand there. | 
Mhile watches came, and with them to bee ſene, 
In times by - gone an lde fie thou haſt bene: 
That mee lightlied, thine owne wife and deſpiſed, 
And to thy whoozes went oftimes difaguiſed: 
And euer halt done ſince firft time J ther kend, 

All thy lite time in townrie thou haſt ſpend. 

But God will not let ſuch vnpunicht be,.. 

Foz manp faultsthou hat done oft tome, 

Foz he is juſt, and will haue ſuch things $ howne, 
And J call make it vato the people k. wie; 5 
Therefo:e ſtand ſtill, thou comes not in but doubt, 
While the watches, and all nei ighbour about. | 
What one thou art, they may perfeclie knaw, 
And thereafter to byde the fraike of Law: 
Then laid the knight, Ladie, J haue maruell, 
To what effect ſhould pos ſuch tome tell, 

ee know right well that J am olde and haire, 
And in thts Towne J hare beene euermaire. | 
And welt know, where my name was pꝛoclaimed 
Untill this houre foz no cauſe was defamed, 
Therefoꝛe my Ladie, fo2 thegwdLozds Name; 
Thole mee come in, and let me not take ſha me, 
Shee ſaid, Olde tie, thou tpends thy time ia vaine 
There ſh alt thou ſtand aud thole ot law the paine, | 
Better it is to thole heere patientlie, 
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Then enermgze in hell condemned ber, 
Salomon ſaith, Thꝛæ things that God doth hate, 
A poꝛe pꝛaude man aboue his owne eſtate: 
Chen a rich man in conſuetude to lie, 

And an olde man a fond foale fo2 to be. 
And ſo but doubt yo b>wke thele vices thx, 
ea vat nede had ve to lie ſo farre on mææ: 
As koꝛ riches pe haue enough at will, 
euhy choulb pe then your ſpeech with fallet iu: 
As foꝛ akoole, ve are one wonder conth, 1 
i | F62 as gc know the low2e gf allmy youth, 
At your pleaſure per haue hadeuermaire, l. 
N pct to bawd ie pa haue gone late and aire... + . 
There oz od bath done wonder well you fill, 
Though yecontrare both his mad and will. 8 
Math per\ eher ed till in your harlotrie, 
Wet her will not there loꝛe pee ptiſh d bg:. 
But lent you grace your ſinnes here to tepent, 4 
Cherefoꝛe xe mult bide the Law and Judgement; 
Chen laid the Kaight, My Ladie beſt beloude, 
gowbeit God bee contrare a ſinner moude: 
Pet not the ielle as all ſinners ſhould trow, 
God ok his grace is to vs mercifow, _ 
Wahat time o will foꝛbeate and als repent, _ 
When God foꝛglues our ſinnes incontinent. 
Therefoze Ladie ſince ſuch grace God vs ſends, 

20 let mg, in, and I ſhall makea! mends. 7 
* Then ſatd the wife with -voyce ſtout and auſtier, 
Mente the harlot, where deuill get we this Frier. 
| alk what thou pleaſes, but truzie thou ſhalt trow, 
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Thou comes not in that here A id Abou. 
Andas the ſpeake theſe woꝛds them amang, 
In the meane time the Matches bell they rang. 
Chen ſaid the night, God wife; let ly ſuch things 
Yeare ve not now how that the watch bell cings — 
Buffer mer not foꝛ euer to take ame 
Which is kozſoth degrading of me name. 

Quoth the, ye know not what von bes meanes 
To the welfare of pour ſoule it pertaines. 
There foꝛe pe muſt take all fth patientlie, 

#02 pour pennance you muſt thole openlie, 

A treſpaller but doubt pee haue long bene, 
To God and ma, as ſhall b heard and ene. 

In the meane time, theſe twoſome as theptalked, 
Up thꝛogh the rote the wat ches came that waked 
Done into hands they tœke this noble night, 
With great maruell, how der into the night. 

Upon the ſkretedurſt fozth ol lodging ba, 4. 
Thep laid to him, It was nonuights duetie. 
Conſidering well the doubt of law he konodz . 
He was ouver-bold the contrare to pꝛeten . 
She hearing this, with a loude vopte thee cryve, 
O mp god Friends, the trueth now haue per Ne 
Of that trouckour, and als a dated fahle. 
That his fonle luſt on no wiſe he could cle: 
But vpon whazes fo2th paſſing in the nighk, 
Panſe pee if ſuch pertalnes to an olde knight, 
Chat my badie at pieaſure had all time, | 
Conſider nowifha committed crime: 


ney hes all night, and comming in at moꝛne. 
Buk 
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But ol fuch taults J haue him oft foꝛboꝛne, 
GBeleeuing ape ſuch things he ſhould haue mended; s 
But ye may ſe it he hath now offended, *' 
|| Mherefozeifyce ofſuch men haue co2reftion, 
Conftoꝛme to law vee puniſh his perſon: 
That luch olde deuils as he ſo long hath beene, 
May take example of him befoze their ne. 
Foz hee hath bæne to me a great treatour, 
know ſuch one vet neuer made Nature: 
Chen the Watches toks him incontinent, 
To deepe pꝛiſon with him in haſte they went, 
While dap was light, and after the @unne roſe, - 
Waiaith dim the Match vnto the P2oneft goes, 
dDhewing to him the kachion to the end. 
Dow in the night they did him appꝛehend: . 
And how to them his wife ſuch plaints had made: : 
Incontinent the P2oueff but moze bade, 
To a pillar ſtod in midf of the ſtrete, B 
Cauldeſet him vp faſt bound both hands and kͤte :! 
That all the people within that great Citie: 
CTLo his great ſhame might him behold and ſ&, = 
And ſo this u night but anp fault defamed: nd 
Mas thꝛough his wifeſoſakeleſſecter ſhamed, 
The Doco2 then ſaid humblie tothe Ring, 
And pleaſe pour Grate pe haue vnderſkanding, 
* What A haue ſaid: the Emperour ſaid right well. 
Vour ſermon hath ſentence ſo haue 4 fœle, 


I, 
« * 1 


The aſter ſaid, It ſhall wozſe happen vou, 


No chanc'd this knight; fo2 truth this ſhal ye trow 
f * that ves doe foꝛ the wozds of your wife, 
Put 
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put downe your Don, and reaue from him his like: 
The Cmperout ſaid, That wife was far toblame, 
That her Hus band put to ſuch open ſhame. 
And her ſakelefſe, the foule ill het betidde. 
her was the wozſt that yet did gang oz ride? 
And foꝛ that Tale that thou haſt tolde to mo, 
This day but doubt my Donne hee ſhall not die- 
The Walter ſaid, My Foꝛd, vee doing ſo / 
Within few dayes both pleaſure and great jo, 
Pkt your owne Sonne. you wall haue fir, but kaile, 
So this Paſter when hee had pat his Tale, 


Thanked the Ring or his beneuolentde. 
So twke his leaue, and home · ward is gone hence. y 
MOR ALLA S252 
- At cunning Clarkes chat could in ſtories write, 


By all their craft could neuer yet indite, H 
The great miſchiefe by women done to men: 
: The trai tourie, diſpleaſure and deſpite, 
2 = Heirthip, ſlaughter, the great ſorrow and ſyte. * 
At length to write, it tyrde their pith and pen, 
They were ſo huge, and vgly as yee ken; N 
The teinth thereof they could get neuer ended, * 
Becauſe to men ſo oft they haue offended. * 


Of them What ſayes the great Philoſopher, | 
Ariſtotle, and als that digne Hoctour, | 
Cicero, and Salomos (aid ſome part, 
„For all his wit, great riches and honour, *. 
Fey cauſed him bee a great Idolatour. * 
Andifrom great God cauſde him turne all his heart, | 
vB Likewiſe Virgil that was fo well expert, 
lntill a creill they hange him over the waw, 
t To kis great thame, that all the people law, 


Ariſtet 
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A ifetle yhich Was the A per ſe, 
Of naturall wie and great Philoſophie: 
They bridled him as hee had beene an horſe, 

Sampſon deteĩned by great ſubtilitie: 
What got Dauid for all his Propheſie, 
Now yee may ſee neither wiſedome nor force, 
Cannot reſiſt the curſtneſſe of their cotſe, 
Enenꝑh thereof who likes to read Guier, 
And what hee Wants, now ſome thing ſay es Chaucer. 


* te] efore I ſay, I thinke it no maruell, 


A 
gentle Knizhe whom of our tale wee tell; N 
B 


Conſidering hee was fo olde and haire, 

Deceiued was by this hogh-lop of hell, | 

* Wieb{ogreacſhighrkeſt the ſtone in the Well, 

Alace, alace, and woe for euermaire, 

* Shee ſhould eſcape, if then I had beene there, 

To helped her, that fierie brand io fell. | 
Her to haue drownde, mine hands they ſhould not ſpare, 


* Shee making fault; and hee alwayes faultleſſe, 
2 Shee at her game, and hee alwayes guiltleſſe, 
hee beeing falſe, and hee fo traiſt and trew: 
Hee beeing firme, and ſhee alwayes faithleſſe, 
Did him accuſe of that each deede doubtleſſe, 
Wherein her ſelfe was guiltie well ſh:e knew, 
For all his ſpeech, nothing would on him rew; 
Fy, fy, falſe ſio nds and furious hell furnace, 

49 bitter gale turnes all your game and glew. 
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Now firs,perceiu? her ſlight and ſubtiltie, 
When hee ſleeped, thee ſtole away the key, | 
Where ſhee pleaſed paſſe foorth to her pleaſure, 

When thee came home ſo loud as ſhoe could lie, 
Saying her mocher was on point to die, wad | 
WL i 
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nd then at hort how ſhee made her teltament': 
O mercie, God, heere is a falſe intent. 


O ſubtle ſchrew, and verie Sathans ſeede, 

Impe of the Deuill: cares neither croſe nor creede? 
Tyner of trueth, with tongue intoxicate: 
Belzebubes bairnes, infernall burning gleed, 

With fained fare, thy feits well canſt thou feed. 
4nd flattering words fulfilde all with deceate, 
Iyned with leaſings, Lawtie goes by your gate: 
Net of the fiend, in vengeance yee avaunt you, 
Baner of baill, the deuil hee dow not daunt you. 


Yee maried men in time keepe well your Keyes, 
Now may yee know ſuch womens properties. 
What mercie, grace, or good deede they will grant, 
It yee deſire at them any lupplies, 
Then ſhall they make to you a thouſand lies, 
You to obey are euermore obſtant, 


What they would haue, that thing they will not want, TY 


In that they ſerue, giue them the ſparz:e flies, 
That may ſerue well for ſuch an vnſonſie fant, 


Who can excuſe this double deuils lim, 
Such a falſe tricke ſo trimlie pla de to him. 
Shee in the fault, and hee ſo innocent 
Fy bitter Buch, bold burning Baneſo brim, 
Thy cleane conſcience to heauen will cauſe thee clim: 
Or downe to bell euer bee permanent, 
In Pluroes palace there to bee preſident, 
Among that grace le ſſe pariſon ſoprim, 
Great pittie were thou ſhould: bee there abſent, 


For why? thou canſt ſo well al aſing clecke, 
Turne vp; ſide dow ne, aye to thine owne effect, 
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Though of thy tale a word bee neuer true, 
Leaſings to raine, thou takes but little recke, 
And the blameleſſe aye to put in the blecke, 
And mak: fine blacke of it was neuer blew, 
Ota true tale thou canſt well change the he w. 
Therefore | pray the deuill to breake thy necke, 
Or in a fecke to beedrowned, adew. 
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A louing to the ſecond Doctour. 


OD thanke thee, Doctor for thy dayes war ke, 
hou haſt t hee ſhowne a noble cunning Clark 
The innocent haſt ſuccoured through thy Tak, 
Let the Emprice now bluſter, bleate and barke, 
For at this time ſhee 1s put by her marke, 
3 Truſting in God, that ſhce ſhall not pre vaile, 
But yet | know againe ſhee ſhall aſſaile, 
& The f mperour with ſome ſtorie fo ſtarke. 
Bur her vaine words ſhall nothing her auaile, 


The third Tale of the Emprice. 


De Empꝛite heard how all the matter pead, 
And how the Childe was not pet put to dead; 
Foz verie ſturt in her minde was right woe, 
It was moſt like her heart to burſt in two. 
To her Chamber then ſhee paſt ſoone within, 
And there began to skart and riue her skin: 
And cride aloude that ener J was bozne, 
Into my cudde would J had bene fozlozne, 
Abe ing Childe vnto ſo great a Bing, 


That 
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hat A cheuld thole and ſuffer ſuch a thing, 
as of pon demi, and a rancke renigalde, 

g to defoꝛce ſo openly hee wald, 

To my great ſhame, and wozivhe diſhonour, 


JbeeingNnecne vnto the Emperour. 


And can heereof get no mends no2 remead, 

J p2ay to God if J were fairlie dead: 
Do this was ſhowne vnto the Cmperour. 

Bow this Ladie was in ſuch diſpleaſure, 

Into all haſte to her Chamber hee went, 

And ſaid, Ladie, J pꝛap you not lament 

So inwardlie, (02 it becomes pou nonght, 
Take not ſo far neither in minde no2 thought. 
Dhee ſaid, My Lozd, the loue J £we to pou, 
Makes mee moze ſturt, in heart mo2eſozrowfow, 
Then diſpleaſure of yon dumbe denuils dead: 
Therefoze god Lo2d, ſo great God mot mee ſpe de: 
The in ward loue that J vato you beare, 

Do cauſes mee remaine ſtill with you here, 

Oꝛ elſe J had to mp Father departed, 


To my Countrie, were not J am ſo hearted. 


To your behoue and pleaſure night and dap, 
This is the cauſe J will not paſſe my way: 
Fo2 if J did, then a cauſe it ſhould bee, 
Df great diſcozd, and als enimitie. 
Lctwirt my Father and peu fo2 enermo2e, 

This is the cauſe J will not paſſe therefo2e, 

Foz well 5 know bee would renenge my quarrell, 
And to conquelle, put ail this Realme in perrell, 


Foz my Father hee is a puiſtant Pzince, 0 
Of 
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Df diuerſe Realmes, and of great renerence: 
Knew hee truelie of my great dilpleaſure, 
know hee would increaſe ſo in rancour. 
That this Countrie ſoꝛ that ſhould ſoze repent, 
That is the cauſe from him J mee abſent: 
Fo2 pour pleaſure, and pet pee will not trow, 
That J would doe ſuch pleaſure vnto pon: 
. The Em perour ſaid, Madame, bee well inclinde, 

Let ſuth malice remoue out of pour minde. 

Fo: ſo long time as God will lend mee life, 

J thinke neuer to faile to pou my wife. 

My Lo2d( ſaid thee) J pꝛay God pe liue long, 

Yowbeit that J doe live in thꝛa pe and thꝛong: 

But J dzead ſoze, and heauilie Ifeare, 

That it chance you that chanced this hinder peate. 

£9 a great night, and to his Donne alone, 

After the time that his Father was gone: 

CThꝛough ſudden chance departed to the dead, 

Pet his owne Sonne would not burie his head, 

The Emperourſaid, That was a fellon fcad, 

The Sonne would not burie his Fathers head. 

Chat example J p2ay pou to mee ſhow, 

Shee ſaid, My Lo2d, will pee take head and know, 

At ſhall doe pou great good A take on hand, 

Quoth hee, ſhew foꝛzth, and let mee vnderffand, 

Ho cher began withall expedition. 

As the beſt could to ſay fœoꝛth her ſermon. 
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N this Citie that now is called Rome, — 
Which in thoſe days was head of W 5 
} ere 
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There dwelt anight;the ſwth yor: fo2 fo ſap, 
Had but one ſon, and he had danghtersfway, 
This Knight was giuen to hauking and hunting, 
Great toznament, and fo ſwift Boꝛſe running. 
To merrin elle, and all kinde of pleaſutes. 
That might hold vp, and ſet fo2th his Houonr, 
Do everie peare ſo great riches hee ſpent, 

A hich taziſe overcame hie rentall and his rent, 
Mherewith then grew to him ſkant zes, 
His dayly cheare and expenſe did decregt; 
In hat meane time there was an E mpero 
Octaviane, a man of great honour, 
Which in riches ſo highly did abound, 
That his compare was not vpon the ground: 
That in ſo much hee had in his treaſure, 

Ok gold and ſilver, the which filled a tow2e: 
Which gold and towꝛe though hee had it at large, 
Loa great Knight tokeepe he gaue in charge. 
other knight whom of wee (pake of aire, 
hat had ſpended his rent and ma kle maire, 
On idle games, as hunting and hauking, 
ate ſitting vp, and out of time ſpending, 

w. To ſuch poꝛteth he grew and great thirlage, 
Chat he behov d to ſell his heritage, 

Ve calde to him his ſon which was his aire, 
and all the caſe to him hee could declatre: 

Chis is the cauſe but doubt (my ſon) faidhe, 

J am compell d ſo with great povertie, 

Chat J on fozce and neede muſt lell imp land, 
xcept remead come at ſome other haad. 2 
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Mherethzough A may induring my life dayes 

Live honeſtlie: this to his ſonne he tapes, 

Fo2 if J chance to ſell mine heritage, 

Pre know my daughters will want god marriage, 

Yee ſaid, Father, it ſo it with pou ſtands, 

That ye on ned availie muſt pour lands, 

At your pleaſure thereof J am content: 

Doe as ye plcaſe, foz thereto J conſent. 

The Father laid, Now A haue tane in thought, 

A god ee eate, and tell it will J nought, 

But vn! e: J know the Emperour, 

Ok gold and rent hee hath fulfilde a tow2e: 

Let vs two paſſe with inſtruments by night, 

And bꝛeake the towze with ſubtiltie and light, 

Mee ſhall obratne riches aboundantly, 

Shall vs hold vp ever in honeſtie 

Then ſaid the ſonne ſho:tly to make an end, 

Where is no man that ccuaſell can amend; 

It is better take from the Empetour, 

Part of his gold, his ſilver, and treaſure, 

Chen ye to ſell your land and heritage, 

Mherthꝛough your bairnes ſhall live ay in thirlage . 

£0 in one voice theſe two did condiſcend, p 

Ca bꝛeake this towꝛe but tarry they intend; 
So on antght with inſtruments they paſt, 
And thꝛough the towꝛe an hole they gote at laſt, 
Man to the gold at larges where it lap, 
Furniſhde their ſackes, and vnſcried came away 
Pay d all his debts, and liv d as merrilie, 

As ok b:fo;e, in everie game and glie. 
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In hauking, hunting, and in ronathent, y 
While at the laſt the gold was gon and ſpent, 
Jn the meane time the keper of rows, 
Who had in charge all the gold and kreaſure, 


Percetv'dthe hole, and the gold ſtollen away, 

Her was ſoꝛp and knew not what to ſay, 

Into all haſt paſt to the Emperour, 

And ſhew howthieues had ſtolien his great treaſure 
The Cmperour ſaid, in yze all angerly, 


Whatisthe cauſe thou ſhowes ſuch thing. tome? . 
To thee J gaue as to a true ſervand 

Py gold tokepe, and that thou twke in hare. 

at the againe J aske it to reſtoze, 

ds it becomes thou ſhalt thole paines therefoze. 

When that this night the Emperour ſo heard lap, 

Her ſaid no moꝛe but humblp came his way, 

and ſaw there was no matter to debate, 

He vnbethought himſelfe of a conceate, 

- linkingright well that they would come agatnes 
ke moꝛe gold to take them with a traine, 
oe the hole a tunne hee cauſde p2epare, 

7 Pingled with pick, birdlime, and ſuch like ware. 
Ho thick and teuch, that who therein come wold, 
-ontrare their will there Kill it would them hold, 
ind none might come into that hole againe, 

But he muſt ne des fall in the ſamin traine. 

Not long after, as J befozc haue ſaid, 
his other Knight when he& the gold ſpent had, 


2x and his ſonne againe went to the tow2e, 
.0 ficale nivze gold then from the Emperaut, 
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Do the father firſt in the hole hee went, 
And in the tunne hee fell incontinent, 
Into the neck, and there ſtake as a ſtone, 
Conſidered well that his fozti:ne was gone? 
Said to his ſon, come thou fo2ward no way, 
Fo2 af this time J am tane fo2 the p2ay, 
Come thou fo2ward, thou ſhalt not faile to die, 
And none of vs another may ſupple. 
Then laid the ſon, if ye may not eſcape, 
Then are wee both but doubt tane in the rape: 
God vs defend father. that ſo not bee, 
But at this time ve get ſome helpe of me, 
And if I may not helpe vou now myſell , 
In haſt J will both helpe and ſa ke countelt. 
The father ſaid, J ſe is no remcad, 
But with thy ſwoꝛd thou muſt ſtrike off my head, 
And when they find my dead badie headleſle, 
Lien ſhall pe all ofthis ſhame bee ſakeleſle, 
Do none ſhall know what perſon did this deed, 
Poꝛ in whoſe bꝛeſt thoſe Ake did imbꝛed. 
Then laid the ſon, now father, by the rod, 
Pour counſell is both honeſt, juſt, and god, 
Fo2 if ſo chancde in this cafe pe were knowne, 
Allo our ſhame toall men ſhould bee ſhowne. 
So (ſhould wee not eſcape the cruell dead; 
So I thinke beſt as Iſmite off pour head: 
And even with thar as he had ſaid the word, 
4 ons of the ſheath anone hee dꝛew his (wozd, 
018 fathers head hee hint off haſtely, 
und ina gutter he keflt it nere hand by, 
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then this was done, then paſt her home his way, 

To his owne houſe vnto his ſiſters tway, 

p hew them the caſe, and all the matter haill, 

MN ho ſoꝛe did wepe pꝛivily and bewalll. 

Then after this the ke per ofthe toure, 

N ho had in charge the gold and the treaſure, 

Ahere the hole was within the tunne he fand, 

A headlelle co2ps vnto the neck ſtandan d: 

| Whereofhe had both mar vell and dꝛeadour, 

In haſt he paſt, and told the Emperour, 

In continent thzougb all the towne then pead, 

Hou there was found a body but a head, 

Into the tunne, the which the Knight did let, 
Who ſtole the gold to take him in the net. 


Then to this N night the Emperour ſaid bit kail, 


Take the dead coꝛps, and knit to a hoꝛſe taile, 
And dꝛaw it thꝛough the ſtrætes of the citie, 

And perceiue well where any murmure bee, 

Any ſozrew, ſturt, weping, oz mourning, 

Then map ve well perceiue Where that ſuch thing 
Bee attained, where any perſon mournes, 

They are guilty, and know of ſuch like turn s, 
And is pꝛincipall of that each houſe but doub !, 
That ſtole the gold, therefoꝛe ſake well about, 

Il ſuch pee find. take them and all their fellow*s, 
Mithout mercie cauſe hang them on the gallo as. 
The officers without delap they went, 

And completed the Emperours commandement. 
When the daughters the dead coꝛſe ſaw come by, 
Foz inward woe they gaue an hivegus cry, 
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Fo? kindly loue, and fatherly pitie, 
To ſee that coꝛps ſo dzawne th2ongh the citie. 
When their brother, the ſon of that dead night, 
Peard them ſg mourne, be thought him of a flight, 
CUlherefoze the cozps thꝛough the citie was dꝛawne 
To the people the canfe was right well knowne. 
And wilt no way foz to eſchew the caſe, 
Do he himfelfe ſoꝛe wounded in the face: 
While that the blood aboundantly came out, 
That the i ters of his life had great doubt. 
Che Officers perceiyed the weeping, 
Che noile, the cry, the ſturt and the greeting: 
Into the houſe they entered but delay, 
And demanded whercfg2e they made the fray. 
Then ſa:d the ſon, when my ſiſters mce law, 
Do ſoꝛe wounded, as now your ſelfe may knaw, 
-hey wept and cride, and manryed in their mod, 
ad as pee know 7 ponren may ſe hidd. 
his was the cauſe or the greatlamenting, _ _, 
Dfmy ſiffers wee know none other thing. 
Wbþe D'{ficersheeretothey gaue credence, 
etauſe they gote no moꝛe experience, 
But went their wapes deceived all any blinded, 
Cauſe the right wap they could not ſxke noꝛ find it 
Then tvke the co2ple of this lame headlelle Krigh 
On the gallous let it hang day and night. 
Till all the people did wonder and marvell, 
Sk the ſtolae gold when they the tale heard tell: 
And pet the con after his fathers dead. e 
Would nat burie in the Church - ard his head⸗ 
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No? off the trer his body would downe fake, 
This did the ſonne fo2 his owne father ſake. 
Y may perceinethe great lone and favour, 
To his father he had all time and houre. 
The Empzꝛeſſe ſaid, Good fir and pleaſe pour grace 
Mhat haue J ſaid, haue pe well tane the cace⸗ 
The Emperour laid, Madame, o haue J ſell, 
Chat ye bane ſaid, Jhane it tane right well, 


The declaration of the Empreſſe 
third Tale, 


He Empꝛeſſe ſaid, J am right wonder wo, 

That of pour ſelfe, and pour ſonne it be ſo, 
Foz his ſonnes fake the Knight as J haue told, 
When her was po2e, his Lands bc left vnſold, 
When her wanted he had none other ſhift, 
But fo2 his ſonne then hee committed theft, 
And that his Bairnes after that he was dead, 
Should haue no ſhame. he cauſde ſtrike off his head: 
And vet his ſon would not doe ſuch reward, F 
To burie his head in Church, noꝛ vet Church-yard: | 
Noꝛ pet would not neither by night no2 day, 
Do bone off the tre take his bodie away. 
In the ſame ſoꝛt both night and day pee labour, 
Fo2 to pꝛomote your ſon to great honour: 


dif 
gy Both day and night hee ſets all his intention, 
You foz to put to vtter confuſton, 


| And pou deſtroy is daylte his deſire, | 
That hæ may reigne, and b2wke the whole Empire: 


Dy counſellis ye rather put him downe, 
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Exe he krem vou get the Empire and Crowne, 
Tie Cmperour ſaid, So mot J thziue and the, 
| A god example now haue pee ſhowne to mee; 
might haue thold after his fathers dead, 
Pet by ſome lligyt to cauſe burie his head. 
Truelp my ſon he {hall no longer ſcape, 
VU pon the mo2ne bee hanged ina rape. 
To Officers anone hee gaue command, 
To take his ſon, and to hang him fra hand: 

{ Downe though the ſtreete they led him haſtely, 
Co the gallons but mercie foꝛ to die. 
And as they led the young man through the ſfrete, 
All the people began to mourne and greete, 

Saying alace, the Emperours onlpchild, 

To the gallous is led there to be kyld, 

Alas ſaid they, what is his fathers minde, 
To his one ſonne fo2 to bee ſp vnkinde: 
Now this is thꝛiſe condemned hee hath beene, 
And few can tell what doth the matter meene. 
Wut all this comes by the Queenes falſe conceate, 
Chat bee is led ſo oft downe th2ough the gate. 
In the meane time downc the gate is hee gone, 
The third Maſter came ryding called Craton, 
And ſaw the child ſo wonder neare the dead, 
To his Paſtex yet hee inclinde his head: 
As hee would ſay Maſter haue minde of mee: 
Doe yee not well, there is no dome but die, 
Che people cride, good Maſter haft and ride, 
And koꝛ pour child god helpe that pee pꝛovide. 
So in all bait but any moze delay, 
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Co the palace hee (purrde his god palfray:..: .. 1 .- 
And when he came bekoꝛe the Emperour, — 
He haiiſed him with reverence and honour: 
E7ho made auſwere to the Paſter againe, p 
Thor gh pee be come; your voyage is in vaine. 
Pour comming beere ſhall nothing vou availe, 
ee are come heere to flatter mee with peur tale. 
The after ſaid, AAUithin this ſeven peares pace, 
Better reward J haue ſer ver at your grace, | 
Pet J belcene to get better reward, R | 
And pleaſe your grace that my talking be heard. \ 
Keward ſaid he, at mine hand ſerue pee nought, 
Fo: the dumbe boy to me that pee haue bꝛought: 
Pee ſerue all ſeven the verie painekull dead, * 
Cach one of you to galious to bee led: 2 
Foz I delpvered my (on ſpeaking to pu, 
Quite dumb but ſpeech pe ſeven haue made him now 
And als hee would haue defyled my Queene, 
Contrare her will, as is well beard and ſeene. 
The Maſter ſaid, Where yeclaphe is dumbe/, 
Will pee ſuffer but a ſhoꝛt time to come, ; 
IJ find you hcere the mightie God to bozrow, 3 
That he ſhall ſpeake ere the fift day at mozrowy - = 
Fo? hee that made che dumbe man koꝛ fo ſpeake, 
Che deale to heare, to health reftoze the ſicke: 
Yee will reſloꝛe pour ſon to ſpeech againe, 
Mithin few dayes, and that J ſay inplaine, - 
And where ye ſay he would defozcde your QAueene, 
Ik any man hath ever heard 62 ſeene, 
Huch conditions either by late oz air, 
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& SGinceh# with vs remained o2 made repaire, 
That her is guiltie of all that ve haue ſaid, 


Then I to die e am wonder glad. 
But Salomon ſapes right well into his boke, 
Whgolike therein to read, and foꝛ to loke, 
No malice is, no2 was, noꝛ vet bee can, 


® Aboue the maliceofan ill given woman, 


Chat ſhall J pꝛoue by an example god, 
bat women are the fountaineand the flood, 
The verie rote and ſpeciall invention 


Df all kalſet, leaſing, and deception, 

And it pee put your ſon now to the dead, 

| Fo2 pour wines wo2ds, her falſet and her kead, 

At ſhall chance pon as it did tothe man, 

Chat flew his By thꝛough flight of a woman · 

* Which bird her lov' d aboue each other thing, 

And ap the trueth it told him but leaſing. 
The Emperdour laid, J pꝛay thee feli me that, 

= Betwene the man, the wife, and the Ppat. 


The Maſter ſatd, your ſonne againe cauſe caw, 


Chat her thole not the vtter charge of law, 

hen ſhall I fell my tale to your pleaſure, 

To vour p2ofite, welfare, and als honour. 

The Emperour ſaid, Maſter fo2 this one dap, 
Mee ſhall not die, come after what ſo map: 

The Maſter ſaid, God thanke pour Grace againe, 


Do he his tale began, as followes plaine. 
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V EE will continue now at this place, 
The Doctors tale a little ſpace: 
And ſame thing wee will tell, 
Of che Empreſſe compariſon, 
How ſhee comparde the Kings perſon, 


» ?, 


Vato a thiefe ſo fell. | Che” 
Shee compared che Emperour, 190K | 
To the falle Knight that brake the towre, 7 TA 
When hee ſhould ſold his and? 
For poorteth was compelde to {teale, . | , 
Looke yee if ſhee comparde it leale, | 0 
And ſo well ſhee it fand. n 
This Knight committed traltourie, 11 »H 
That ſtole from the authoritie, d 194 
Either great thing or ſmaw: {9 


Wherefore hee ſeryed fot to hing. 
For who that ſteales ought from che King, 
They may not bide the law, ** 


Likewiſe this Knight as was well knawne, 2 104 
Outthrough the citie hee was drawne, + 
To his great lacke and ſhame} 
Then hanged on the gallow trees, 
Perceiue how theſe two well agrees, 
To the Kings great defame. 


And her owne Emperour compared, 
To a poore Knight was all deſpaired, 
A traitour and a thiefe: 
That ſo ſhee would was molt likely, 
That the Emperour ſo ſhould bee, 
| Godſ nd her a miſchiefe. 


| E feven Sages, 
As to the Knight that would fold his land 
And waxt ſo wonder poore in hand: 
Andalwayes ſnperſpended, ; 
Whoeyerſpends by their due rent, 
But faile ſhall after ſore repent, 
When hee may not amend it, 


Thereafter comes neceſſitie, 
Hunger. poorteth, and povertie, 
To ſteale that he muſt need, 
| Then tynes hee honour and manhead, 
And thereon followes ſhame and dead. 
Of ill ſpẽnding it breedes. 


Had this Knight fpended wich pleaſure, 
According to his owne treaſure, 

After his facultie! | 
Hee ſhould nor neede to breake.a towre, 
Nor tollen gold from the Emperour, 

Nor poore not needed bee. 


Sood Sirs that haue tent and riches, 
Bee not in ſpendimꝑ ſo reckleſſe, ä 
kg Bur with reaſon and right? l 
For then of force hee mult ſell land. a 
Or els take ſome evill deed in hand. 

As did this headed Koight, 


Who ſcaped once and paſt againe, V 
still ay in flouth for te remaine, ) 
Which all men fhould forbeare! I 
It may chance once a man to fin, P 
But hee ſhould no wiſe lyethercin, 
Nor ſtill to perſevere, 

For 35 that one Knight found a wile, I. 

That other Knight for to beguile, Bi 
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And take him in the net, 
E ven fo the feind is finding ay, 
Some ne gate to fang in his prey, 
Who ay to ſinne are ſet. 


The birdlime is to hold them ſtill, 
Aud ay in pleaſure take their will, 
For as the gold was ſweete, 
That cauſde this Knight to come againe. 
Ihat is, in ſinne ay to remalne, | 
While they yeeld vp the ſprit, 


Then art thou ſicker in the ſnare, 
When death comes thou dow doe no maire , 
But to the gallous led: 
That is to hell without remead, 
Then all thy gold that was ſo red. 
It ſtands thee in no ſtead. 


There fore who would line in honour, 
See they their geare ſpend with mealure, 
Bee notoverliberall, - 
Spend nor in prodigalitie, 
Bur as eff:irs thy facultie, 
Or doubtleſſe want thou ſhall, 


Sometime may chance a man ſpend maire , 
Vpea a day then hee may ſpaire, 
To ſpend in other nyae, 
I grant, bur yer yee ſhould conſider, 
Put ſparing deyes aud them together, 
And ſo [mall ſhall yee tyae- 


Of ſpending is three kindes of branches, 
The firlt to ſpend he never ſtanches, 
So long as hee hath heale: 
But ever ſpending in a rane, | 


= he leven Sages, 
While all that hee harh is quite gane, 
| On force this man mult ſteale. 


The ſecond ſpends with great honour, 
With honeſtie and good meaſure, 
Neicher mee kle nor skant: 
But ſometime ſpares, and ſometime ſpends, 
And guides well that which God him ſends, 
3 So this man can not Want: | 


Ihe third hee is ſo great niggard. 
To ſpend hath neither hand not Heart, 

And ay (ayes hee hath nought, 
Ever ſparing, and ever wants, 

And to haue geare hee never grants, 

For all that ever hee wrought, 


Of theſe three let vs rake the mids, 
The wiſe man then expre fly bids, 

| Therefore /ygu beſeeke: 

This is no honeſt man to grieue, 

zut ſee that yee put not your fl. jve, 
Further then hand may reexe. 


A reproach or r eproofe to the Empreſſe. 


Orrupted corſe vncleane, thou ſpringing Wellof vice 
Thou fickle feind Qucene, thou perilous ill E mprice 
T hou cruel! Cocarrice and hindly Crocodile, 

or all thy tales nice, thou ſhalt nut get thy will. 

Falſe giglot iangling gill, thou poyſoned ſpewing Spout, 
7 hy bones burat on au hill I thwke to ſee but doubt. 


EHE_NN_E_qR”RGSu_R_ FC re ee ea bon. bs 


The. ſenen Sages, 
The Tale of the rn: Ma - + 
the Burgeſſe Pyat. 
* a time there dwelt in àa Citie, 

A noble man, and a Bargeſle was her: 
That had a Bird well fed vp in a Cage. 
(Thich wee a Ppat doe call in our language, 
This Bird ſhee was ſo well learnd to ſpeake, 
That Ge could talkLatine, Hebꝛew, and Greeke, 
And when thee had theſe languages perfite, 

Her maſter twoke of her a great delite: 

Do by pꝛoceſle, all thing ſhe heard noꝛ ſaw, 
To her Maſter incontinent would ſhaw, 
This Burgeſle man her had a wife right faire, 
As pe now haue wanton and debonair: 
Mhich over all thing her loved all the beit, 
But by contrare, her loue was not ſo dzeſt, 
Bec auſe it paſſed from the Burgeſle might, 
Her appetite to compliſhday and night. 

As ſhee deſirde at her pleaſure tohaue, 

Mhat would ſhe then, but chaſde another kNauey 4 
Mith her to play as ſhee thought beſt pleaſure, 
M hom He be it lod o, and held him in favour, 
And ſo behov'd her hulband on a dax. 

To other townes in voyage make journeę, 1 
Foz merchandiſe to buy and faz toſetl, ST | | 
Foz merchant men at home ay may not dwell» - | 
But in this woꝛid to wanver, wozke, and win, 
Mhile ok this life that they bl part and twin. 
But yet this wife had not ſuch thing in minde, -- 
To bec plealure her thought was all inclinde« 7 
0 
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The ſeven Sages. 
So when her ſponſe fo2th of the towne was went, 
Mithout tarie then foꝛ her louc ſhe ſent, 
What they might make good cheare and merrineſle, 
As the god wife thought ſher could beſt advzcſle. 
And ſo they did at their owne appetite, 
hen lovers metes, of others take delpte. 
This ſaid the Py, on her perke where ſhe (ate, 
UAlhat merrineſſe that her Huſte was at: 

And to her maſter told when he came hame. 
And cauſde her Yuſie to get outrage and blame, 
So them bet wirt roſe vp a bargane ſtout, 

* Which many of their neighbours heard about. 
The god wife ſaid, Now well Sir, I perceiue, 
What great favour and lone to mee ve have: 
And ſaid, ye giue moꝛe truſt vato your Py, 
Then vato me, and moꝛe her ſets by: 

But ſo long as pour P pat is on life, 

It ſhall not faile but we ſhall bee at ſtrife, 


The Burges ſaid. Py Prat can not lie. 


All that ſhee ſees the trueth ſhee will tell mer. 
Fo2 ſhe can not by no way no2 ingine, 

Any leaſing into her heart divine: 

And thercfo:e J haue moꝛe cauſe fo2 to frow, 
All that ſhe ſayes farre better than truſt you, 
Do dap and night continuallp they chide, 
While on a day the Bur geile buſke to ride. 
An far Countries to due his merchandiſe, 

As it cffeirs ſuch men, and is the guiſe, 

But als ſo ſone as he his wapes went, 

Foz her lover ſhe ſent incontinent, 


The ſeven Sages. 
Co make her blith, great ſolace and goo) cheare, 
But on the day hee durſt neuer come neare: 
*02. great flander of people and common vopce, 
All the day long while night bc h:lde him clofſe, 
As the Night came hee knocked at the gin, 
hee readie was thereat, and let him in: 
he laid, Pore right welcome vnto mee, 
ou may come in, foꝛ no man will you ſæ: 
& ſaid, My lone, pour Pyat ſoꝛe I feate, 
#02 ſhee will tell all ſhe can ſee 02 heare. 
#02 ſhee raiſed ſuch tales bet wirt vs elſe, 
That all the towne to other plainlie tels. 
dhe laid Fears not, but boldlie enter in, 
In me take both per:ll and the ſin: 
do hee entred, and tdoke no moꝛe in thonght, 
ind by the hand thꝛough the Hall the him bzonghe ; 


ind as theſe two th2zough the Hall made paCage, 


he ſillie Pp where ſhee ſafe in the Cage, 
o her Huſie ſhee heard her louer ſay, 


use chall bee blith and make mirrie while dap, 


'02 pou are ſhee that J love all the beſt, 
out J feare ſo:ethe Ppat vs moleſt: 
uoth ſhoe, feare not, J bide not foꝛ fo lie pou, 
t is ſo darke the pat will not ſ& you, 
chen ſaid the Pp, Yowbelit J may no: ſ& you, 
heare thy voyce, fo2 right well know J you. 
om Palter thou doſt a great injure, 
02 ot his wife thou makes a common hure: 
nd his beſt bed which hee bele ues is cleane, 
hou doſt vefile, which is well knowne and ſtene, 


I Udhich 
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Klhich my Halker when he comes home (hall knoly q 
And the true tcueth ſcothlie J ſhall him ſhow. C 
Chen ſaid her loue, mine heart tolde J younot, 
That we would both beeſpyed with the Ppot. ” 
And tell the trueth of all ſho heard and ſaw, F 
And cuerie wo2d make her Paſter to know. 5 
Wake ve no ſeare thereof then ſaid the wife, q 
Pon talking ſhall coft her perchance her life, . 
And this ſame night J ſhall reuenged bee; a 
Upon the by, as yo ſhall heare and ſe. . 

Bo they to bed paſt both withoutten feare, 5 
But what becante the Pyat yo ſhall heare: 
About mid-night vp this god wife thx roſe, "in 
Cride on her Paide, and put on both their clothes f 
Incontinent along Ladder they get, Jr 
And to the re of the houſe they it ſet. 
And tirr'de the houſe about the Pyots Cage, 2 
WMherethat fireflaugyts 4 raine might get paſCageY,», 
Bienkes of Candles about the Ppots head, 
Mott like fire - flaugbtes, with cold water there pe 
Small ſtones like peaſe vpon her head thep keſt. 
Moſt like haile-ſtones, ſo this pe Py was delt 

Do all the night without any remeade, 
Mas this Py pinde almoſt vnto the dead. " 

Do on the mo2nc away the poung man ſtaw, 0 

At a backe doe where none him heard no2 ſaw} ſy 
Dothis Burgeſſe came home within few dayes, N 
Andtahis Dp firſt hee goes to and ſapes, "| 
O my beſt bird, now tell mce of thy cheare, T 
- Pow hair thou farde ſince J departed hare 7 6 
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by oy bird/ ſaidhe& ) what haſt tou ſæne o: heard 2 2 
Tell mo the trneth fo2 thy godlie reward. 
Malter, ſhee ſaid, J ſhall yon truelte fell, 
Lihat that X heard, I ſaw, and what beſell: 
pe were not paſt off this towne day and night. 
hen that your wife did to pou great vnright. 
An other man into p our bed ſhe laide. 
And all that night together they two plap'd 
And them ſhew that thep were both fo blame, 
That J ſhould teil to you when pe came hame: 
Maſter but doubt this is a fruethfull tale, 
Pour wife J ſo is not fo2 your auale. 
To the next point at mœ where that ye ſpeere, 
How Jhaue far'd, in what ſoꝛt was my cheere, 
In your abſence ſurelie J ſay pou right, 
Ho great a ſtozme as there was peſternight. 
5ilde J nener, ſince firſt time J was clecked, 
Noꝛ pet mp death ſo ſoze J not ſuſpected. 
is that ſame night, bat doubt J ſay pon plaine. 
#02 verie feare of fireflanghts, haile and rainc, 
all the night oucr it rained fo on mee, 
WF hat J belœude but doubt d2owned to ber. 
hen ſaid the wife, Sir, pee beleene pour Py, 
Now map pee know what kind ef woman am J, 
e may now ſæ and alſo may perceiue, 
In times bygone how that your Py did reane, 
fairer night was neuer on the plaine, 
Chan was that night, that ſhee ſayesit was raine. 
fairer night, a ſofter and moze cleare, 
hoe pleaſant night J had not all this pre, 
42 There 


es 


igt 
4% 


3 
35 


The ſcuen Sag es. 


Mhercſoze pee hall in all 4 fw2th to come. 

Giue her no faith no moze noꝛ ſhe were dumbe. 

Then this Burgelle knew not well what to ſap, 

But to neighbours ſone paſt he en bis wap, 

And demanded ik ſuch a night was faire, 

That his P pat ſuffered the cold and caire: 

They ſaid, Neighbour, J walked all this night, 

Moe ſolatious, moze ſofter and moꝛe bꝛight, 

Moꝛc table a night, moꝛe curious and cleare: 

No2 was that night ſaw I not this ſcuen pere. 

Untohis houſe this Burgeſſe bowned hame, 

And thought right well his wife had ſeru'd no blam 

The ſillie Py ha put in all the wpte. 

And of all faultes he thought his wife was quite, 

Und ſaid to her, J finde you traiſt and trew, 

zihereſo2e pa ſhall haue nocauſe foꝛ to rew: 

At my Netghbours J haue asked all about. 

Euen as pa ſay, cachone they ſap but doubt. 

A fairer night, they ſay none cculd bee found, 

Then was that night, moꝛe ſofter and mozt (ound 

And it requires to other whooffends, 2 

Nith all their heart foz to make them amends; Do 

To vou therckoꝛe a garment of the new, Un 

A pꝛomiſe you, becauſe J finde you trew. 1 

Sha ſaid, God fir, ſauing your reuerence, h 

Pe ſaid not ſo, when ye gaue firme credence zn 

Unto peur y. which falſelie on mee lp'd, uh 

Daring that J committed ſuch a dede, | til 
That ncuer was into my minde and thought, Of 

No; in the world * dung J never wzeught. Wa 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
with herleaſings betwirt vs che hath fowne, 
A great diſcoꝛd, which all about is knowne. 
Edhere though J am blaſphemed and defamed, 
Through all the towne by your fallePy am ſhamed 
wWherefoze no meate no2 d2inks ſhall doe mee gcov, 
While that J ſee pour falſe Jayats heart blood: 
Then the Burgelle vntothe Pyat pak, 
And ſaid, Falſe Py, tell how bocomes this calk , 
Upon my wife ſo falſ:lic foz to lie, 
Cauſing diſco2zdoftimes with her and meer. 
Js this thethanke, the ganſell and god dede, 
un Thou renders me, ſo well J could thee feede, 
With mine owne hands, with meates delicate: 
> ECarclie at moꝛne, and als at euening late: 
Chꝛogh thy leaſings thou haſt made thꝛogh p town 
A great lander, and foule defamation, 
Wheretoſhe gaue no moꝛe conſent no? rede, 
Than Imp ſelke gaue vato Gods dead, 
Ve ſillie By heard her Maſter ſap ſo, 
nd Into her heart thee was right wonder woe. 
Maſter (hx ſaid, God knowes if that Jlie, 
our ſelfe will truſt the verie thing pee ſce: 
und well J wote the thing J ſaid to pou, 
heard and ſaw wp chould J not it trow. 
he Burgelle laid, J heare the lowdlie lie, 
nowes thou not well this tale thou tolde tome, 
here was a night ſo troubled in the Aire, ti 
Nich ſtoꝛme fice flaghts, halle, rain, z mekle mair;, 
Of ill weather thou had no other reede, 1 


Pet bidding aye the bitter heute af dead, | 
Ui I 3 _ Which 


| The ſeuen Sages. 

Which is right falſe, and neuer a wo2d ts frew, | 
Thereto:e but doubt thy falſet thou ſhalt rew: 
And from henceio2th thouſhalt nv leaſings make, 
No2 of true tales thou thalt not make a cracke; 
And in lpeciall bet wixt mo and my wtite, 

The law will well that it colt the thy life. 
Fo2 the great lies thou didſt inuent and fo2ge, 
Mich this ſame knife I ſhall cut off thy goꝛge. 
Do in great wꝛath he toke her by the necke, 
And with a knife her head hee did off \necke: 
The Mite ſaw that, and thx was wonder glad, 
To her husband with mirrinelle the ſaide, 
Now haue v done as a man of pzudence, 
Mowbeit befoze pw gaue ouer great credence 
Unto pour Dy, which ape right falſelieleid, 
Mine heart is glad now when J ſc her bleid. 
Now may wee ltue all out life-time in reſt, 
Bince ſhe is gone that did vs ape moleſt. 
Foz ſhe was aye the verie inſrument, 
Bet wirt vs two all leaſiags did inuent. 
Wer blyth, ſaid hee, that inſtrument is hence, 
Fozſoth to her J gaue ouer great credence. 
Now know well ali that the ſaid was falle, 
But now thereſo2c ſhe hath loſt life and halle: 
The Wurgelle then blent vp about his bigging, 
And ſaw an hole ty2rcd in the houle-rigging, 
And well perceiude a little ladder ſtand, 
A water tub, with ſtones water and land. 
Mhich was downc=-:alt vpon the ſillie Dp, 
Then the Burgelle well vnderſtoo thereby, 105 
a 


| The feuen Sages. 


Chat the poze Py had tolde his tale right trew, 
All the faliet and kaſhion then he knew, 
ow they had taulde the Pyot fo? folie, | 
hꝛough theirfalſet, and great ſubtilitie, 
2ow of my wife the falſet I perſaue, 
n time by-gone how ſh x hath plapde the knaue: 
of regarding ſinne, ſhame, no? hoacſtte, 
Gut with her lone lying in harlotr ie. 
#02 woe is me, how great a foole was J, 
og het falſet to flay my ſillie Pp, 
Aherein J had my pleaſure and delite, 
las, alas, my Wife had all the wyte. 
zut in no wiſe imp ſelke X can ercuſe, 
hat her counſell ſo greatlie J did vſe-: 
zut in a part but doubt J was ſo blinded, 
nd now the trueth full ſickerlie J finde it: 
log woꝛth the time J gaue her ſuch credence, 
to her tale J gaue ſuch audience, 
Joe woꝛth ſuch wiues that are ſo ill inclinde. 
icr hauing ſo kained heart and minde, 
[11th double heart full of ſubtiltie, 
you aſſure they are ill companie. 
Fecauſe my wife hath wꝛought me ſuch like woe, 
2re J giue oner all micth, gladnelle and fo, 
{| marchandiſe, hauſholding and harbzie, 
time comming a pilgrime J will be. 
d makes mee here vnto an holie land, 
cauſe J finde no kaith in wo nan ſtand: 
this Burgelle fo2 credence that he gaue, 
to his wife, left land and all thelane, 


} at | J. 4 Tis | 


The ſeuen Saves, 


The Maſter ſaid vnto the Emperonr, 

Dir, haue pee tane this tale into fauour? 

And what it meanes, the ſamine vnderſfand ? 
Dee ſaid. Maſter. right well J take on hand, 
The aſter ſaid, Mas ſhee not a falſe wife, 
Mith her leaũngs cauſdereaue the Pp her like, 
The Tmperonr ſaid, Shee was of kalſet fgw, 
Her great leaſings, noz her life J allow: 

Ok the pooze op, ſozelie J doe repent, 

That loſt her life foꝛ ſpeaking verement, 
Surchte Maſter a god Tale pee haue tolde, 
And fo: pour ſake this dap J will cauſe holde: 
My Donne vndead the moꝛne while it bee none, 
God thank your grate(quoth he) that ſuch hath do 
To the Loꝛd God Jheartlie you commend, 
Do this Halter with blythnelle home hee wend. 


MORALITAS, 


Marueilous God the ſubtle flight, 

Suchlike 1 rrow was neyer ſeenez 

Thou waried wife and wicked wight. 

Of this Burgeſſe wife now 1 meane, 

go partlie could auow. and cauſe her husband tro, 
hat ſhee ſo ſakeleſſe was aud cleane, 

Au inuocent as hee had beene, 

Then of falſet fow. 


Fo full of falſet as ſhee is, 
For when they marke to doe amiſſe,. 
thouſand lundrie wayes they haue, 


The ſeuen Sages, | 
To bring their matter ro, when they haue ought to doe, 
The wiſeſt man they aye deceiue, 5 
And this Burgeſſe among the laue, 
It is not fo quoth thee. 


So priuilie ſhee could prouide, 
A poſſet for the ſillie Py, ; 
And with ſuch craft ſhee could ir guide. 
Changing the weather and the Sky, 
The bourgaires did beguile the poore pye with ſuch wile, 
Hurde vp of whoredome vpon thee fy, 
Glutton of glew all wee may cry, 

Thou art a veſlell vile, 


The ſauce that thou ſerues at mine hand, 
cannot well indyte: 
To cauſe thine husband vnderſtand, 
Of ſuch vengeance thou had no wire? 
O rancke ramping Lyon to miſchiefe euer boun, 
Steward of ſtrife who can thee quite, 
Clecker of care anꝗ of deſpite, 

Great miſtreſſe to Mahoun. 


Vee that haue wiues, giue no credence, 
Ou'r ſoone vnto their ſubade ſawes, 
They will aſſoone finde a defence, 
As they were learnde into the Cawes: 
For when they ſpeake faireſt, their Tale is aye falſeſt, 
They will neuer giue ouer the cauſe, | 
Though all che world the contrare knowes, 

Their owne tale chey aye thinkes beſt. 


At ſometime ſhee will cauſe a man, 
To doe the thing hee will repent, 
When it is done no wayes thee can, 
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emead therefore for to inven: 
auſde the ſakeleſſe ger vyte, mak her ſelſe cleane & quite 
herefore though ſhee bee impatient, 

ad in boldneſſe her brow all bent, 

That care yee not a mite, 


Bee not readie to giue reward, 

hough ſhee it ſerue, while that thou ſee, 

his Burgeſſe ſo in minde was mard, 

Vhile thar the ſillie Py ſlew hee, 

Nen promiſde her a groun, or elſe a new garmoun, 
yr her whoredome and harlotrie, 

ad her ſcabbed ſcuirilitie, 

4 Fy mothers maliſoun. 


FD rtwere vntrue, and taile vnſicker, 

Adler of care bolde baleſtrod, 

ough one would bind thee with a wicker, 
ou wilt not krepe good rule nor rod. 

ou art a furious flame, a wolte. and leemes a Lambe, | 
ou art a trairour wylic Tod, | | 
at ſtinkes into the noſe ot God, 
Thou art the deuils dam. 


A louing to the third Doctour 
and Maſter. 


IO aour & praiſe good Doctor mot thou haue 
l hat this one day the childe thou haſt cauſde 
j ch thy true tale and example perfite, (ſaue 
eeuing well ſo ſhall doe all the laue, 

ough the bmprice with her tales would deſaue, 


| Emp-rour all for the childes deſpite, 
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But at the laſt I know hee will her quite, 
When yee and hee the ſooth well doſt perſaue, 

When yee finde fault, there ſhall yee lay the wyte. 


The fourth tale of the Emprice. 


VV hen the Empꝛice heard the child vet on liue 
She wept right ſoꝛe, # all her batre did riue 
Saying, alas, woe worth the time and houre, 
That J was wife ynto the Emperour. 

Crying, mourning, and rpuing downe her face, 
UUhtle the great noyce paſt out thzogh al the place 
The Emperour heard the murmure at the laſt, 
Incontinent hee toher Chamber paſt: 
Inquirde the cauſe of all her deepe diſkreſle, 
Shee curſt the time that ſhee was made Empꝛyce, 
UYould Sod (ſaid ſhe) when J came to theſe parts 
Howbeit that J had foure andtwentie hearts, 
UAithin my bowke, that they had all beene rent, 
In ſmall pieces, ere I were daplie ſhent: 1 
On luch kaſhion, as J am day by day; 

But that pour Grace ſapes neither yea noz nay, 
But whiles pee lay but doubt your Don ſhalt die, 
Andether whiles in great deſpite of m. 
Pee continue his life, and takes ns cure, 

Ok mp great ſturt, the ſhame and the injure, 

Hee did to mee, and als thame to your fell; 

Ot this matter wzerefo2e ſhould J moze tells? 
4 oꝛ it is knowneout thꝛough the whole countrie, 
To what great ſhame bee purpoſce to being mer. 
But ye thzough ficuth dils down and 1etsonerdzins ; 


Do 
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0 day hy day your Donne is —_ on line? 
The Emperour ſaid, J p2ay you ſtand contenk, 
And without doubt the mo2ne incontinent, 
Mer ſhall haue law without any remeade, 
To be hangedon gallous to the dead. 

ut peſterday it was a pꝛincipall cauſe, 
| Chat he thol de not the judgement aud the Lawes: 
Was fo2 a Tale that the Maſter mee tolde, 
Pea then (ſaid ſhæ) that is the thing they would, 
Oolong the time, lipning the court ſhall change, 
ve doe ſo that is a matter ſtrange. 
Fo! their faire woꝛds god Juſtite foz to bzeake, 
Do vnto God pe haue aſmall reſpect. 
But J feare ſoꝛe, ye with your Pafters ſeuen, 
þ It Mall pou chance the ſame example euen, 
As once it chanced into this ſame Citie. 
In Emperour and ſeuen Paſters had he. 
*U hom to hæ gaue credence both dap and night, 
hep him he zuilde with their falſe fraud and fight 
{ Phe Emperour ſaid, that tale JI pꝛap you tell, 
With the Paſters and E nperour how it fell. 
d ze ſaid, Where to, 02 to what fec chould 1 
Pell any tale, wyen it is not ſet by: 

Fo: peſterday a tale to yon J thew, 
Ahich in the ſelfe was verie ful and frew, 
f Fo2 your honour and pꝛoſtte I 1t tolde, 
Lhereon fo thinke pet on no wiſe pe would. 
[ 02 pour honour and pꝛoſtte what J will (ay, 
Jpon the moꝛne the Þ alters docs away: | 
nd with their tales daylie turnes valide downe, 
Mhich 
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UUhich1s but doubt fo2 your deſtruction, 
As in thts Tale that J ſhall tell to pou, ; 
| 


Andpleaſe pour Grace: Fo2 trueth ye thall it trow 
Ve ſaid, Madame, heartlie J you require, 
J pꝛap vou tell, foꝛ it is my deſire, 

That by the ſame J may the warrer bee. 
And to eſchew falſet and ſubtiltte, 

Though J delay my Sonnes dead fo2a dap, 
It not anſweres noz cleanelietakes awap⸗ 
I ſhallit ſhew (quoth ſhee) be it pc 

Do will yec giue god though 
Quoth ha, Tellon, and J 
And lo at ſhoꝛt her tale this an 


Pon a time J read into a quaire, 

In this Citie ſometime ſcuen Maſters were: 

Though whoſe ſcience, great wiſedome g learning 

All the Emppꝛe was ruled by their guiding, 

The Emperour which at that time did reigne, 

But their counſell hee toke in hand nothing. 

Do hu them held in ſuch eaſe and daintie, 

Chat hee could not well want their companie. 

They perceiuing his heart to them ſo kind, 

His godlie will, his daylie thought and minde. 

That hee could doe nothing but their aniſe, 
Ther were all leuen holden ſo wonder wile: 

Cher kel in minde a wonder ſubtle thing, 

By ſo2cerie, inchantment and eunning, 

But how long time the Emperour hee bade, 

In his palace, neither pall ſoʒth noʒ rade, 
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But therein ſt ill held him in companie, 

He ſaw as well as ante man could ſe: 

From his palace if he went any time, 
Mh2ongh their llight craft hee could not ſ& a ſtime, 
And this thep did tothe ſamine intent, 

Chat they might with moze libertie frequent, 
And intromet and vſe the ſamine things, 
That appertaines to Emperours and Rings, 
And to diſpone at their will all their rent, 
Chis was their minde, their thought and als intent 
By the which thing theſe aſters did purchaſe, 
Unto themſelues, gold, geare and great riches, 
And pet howbeit with their great ſoꝛcerie, 
They made this Ring a ſtime hee might not ſw: 
Dffhis Palace when hee paſt ape was blind, 
Among them all the way they could not finde: 
Mith all their craft againe to cauſe him ſee, 
Put ok his palace, but euer blind was hee: 
Aboue all this, theſe Maſters found ſuch craft, 
all the Emppꝛe almoſt they made cleane daft: 
any man had dzeamed an vncouth d2eame, . 


Ind make thereof interpꝛetation, 

02 a Dutcate, oꝛ pet a golden crowne, 

Mhereby they gote moꝛe gold and great treaſure, 
AImoſt as much as from the Emperour. 

do by this wap, and other falſe and ite, 

They conqueſt gold, great riches in plentie, 
oe in reſpec than had the Emper our, 

nd to them ſeuen giuen daylic moꝛe honour, 4 


The whole knowledge thereof they could expzeeme, } 
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The ſe.ien Sages. 

So on a day when that the Emperour, 
Mith his Empꝛice together with honour, « 
Date at Table, to figh in heart began, 
The Empaiceſaw, perteiued and ſaid than, 
UW hat is the cauſe, ſhew mee of pour dolour ? 
hy ſigh pee ſo, oz take pe diſplealure: 
The Emperour ſaid to his Empzice againe, 
Haue J not cauſe of ſozrow and great paine: 
That J ſo long in ſuch ſo2t ſwould bee blind, 
And can thereof no god remedte find, 
My t 02d ſaid ſhe, will pee tent to my tale, 
On honeſtie it ſhall helpe and pꝛeuaile, 
Ik pee will doe after as J vou lap, 
Yee ſhall allow my tale another dap. vp 
Jn your © mpy2ze ſeuen great Paſters yeehaue, If 
And JA beleeue the ſeuen doe you deceiue: 
And are the cauſe of all your great diſcaſe, 
And all pour rowmes they guideuen as they pleaſe] 
Andto themiclues app2op:ates pour rents, | 
£©h2ongh their falſe ways and ſubtle nr pant 
Ik it bee ſo, that they bue found guiltie , 
A ſhameful! death doubtleſle they ſerue to die, 
Thherefoze, mp Lo2d, fo? all theſe ſeuen you ſend,” 'Þ 

And aske at them ik they can helpe to mend 
Pour great diſeaſe, and ſoze infirmitie, | 
Ahere your ſight failes, againe to cauſe you fee, | 
If thep ſap nay, and can finde no remead, 
Charge them ſharpclie vnder the paine ol dead, 
Andſothey may conſider well and ſec, 
If they bee cauſe of pour great maladie, 
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The ſenen Sages. 
The Emperour allowed wellthis tale. 
And thought right well it was fo2 his availe. 
Incentinent to them he was ſent meſſage, 
Jo: to complete anone they twke voyage. 
And come kneling befoze the Emperour, 
©UUho them recciued in fredome and faucur, 
And ſhew to them his great infirmitie, 
Mo ha was blind, and had ſuch maladie: 
And how ſometime that he ſaw wonder well. 
is nd othcr times how he ſaw neuer a dell, 
Then chargde he them ſharpelie on paine of dead, 
q Ancontinent they ſeuen thould ſ&ke remead, 
Foꝛ it was ſhowone to him of veritie, 
They were the cauſe of his infirmitie. 
and get they not remcad incontinent, 
Unto the death they ſhould bee all tozment. 
Unto theſe ſeuen thus ſaid the Emperour, 
Nom of they ſtod in great feare and dꝛeadour: 
Then ſaid theſe ſeuen againe with one conſent, 
Ice charge vs Sir, with inconuenient. 
Adlith ſuchlike charge pour Grace now puts vs to 
Ht patles far our power fo2 to doe: 
At is ſo hard and ſo difficiil a thing, 
Chat we cannot to god purpole it bꝛing: 
Into ſhozt time, but pleaſe pour noble Grace, 
Noz to grant vs reſpite fo2 ten dapes ſpace; 
HUece (hall pou giue anſwere connentent, 
1Ubercof I truſt your Grace hall ſtand confenf , 
Df their an were the Emperour was appcaſed, 
Belcuing well of fickiicfſe to bre calcd, 
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Do theſe Maſters vnto their connſell vaſt, 
To ſee if they could find the way oꝛ caſt, 
Faſſion, ingine, ſupplte, meane, oꝛ remead, 

£2 any helpe to ſaue themſelics from dead: 
And fo2 to heale the Kings inficmitie, 5 
They keſt the way, foꝛ them it would not bee. 
Uherefoꝛe they were all ſeben right {oz2rowtow, 
And laid, Get we no helpe no: remeede now, 
To helpe this charge as wee eachoie doe ken, 
Mithout remead wee are all but dead men. 
Cherefoʒe let vs make all remead fra hand. 
Deeke and ſearch fooꝛth eachone in ſundzie land, 
If that wee can in any countrie find, 
In time comming the Emperour be not blind. 
And ſo they ſought in many ſundzie towne, 
By Taft, by Weſt, South, No2th,both vp aud dowy 
It hapned them to ride vpon a day; 
Th:0ugh acitie where bairnes were at the playz 
In the meane time came to them an old man, 
And ſaid, Maſters, J pꝛap vou ik pee can, 
Ok my nights dꝛeame to make interpꝛetation, 
And foz pour wage J ſhall giue pou a Crowne. 
One of the bairnes that was then at the play, 
To the Maſters heard that man ſuchlike ſay, 
and ſaid, God man pets giue a crowne to mk, 
What meanes your dꝛeame J lhail pou tell tcuelp- 
The old man ſaid J dꝛeamde this hinver night, 
That in my yard of water ſpꝛang vp2rght, | 
freſh ſpꝛing Nel, fe whence camemanyl pꝛings 


Thzough al the eird:now tel what ſuch thing means 
1 Then 


; e ſeuen Sages. | 
Then raid the bairne: Take yce a pad god- man, 
| Inthe ſelfe place paſſe and delue if pee can, 
Mhere that yce thought the water firſt vp-ſp2ang, 
There ſhall pee find within a ſpace not lang, 
An hurdte of gold that ſamin hole within, 
Shall make vou rich fo2 ap and all pour kin: 
Do did this man as the poung bairne commandif, 
And as hee ſaid, this man right ſo hee fandit. 
Then call this man to this young child againe, 
And thought hee would reward him koz his paine, 
And offered him a pound of readie golde, 
UUbtch by no way receiue from him hee would; 
And laid Goodman, no gold J will receaue, 
But pꝛap ſoz mee, at you no mo2e I crauc. 
The ſeven Maſters perceiving all this thing, 
How a young child of peares being fo ping. 
UUith ſuch wiſtome the mans dzeame did expone, 
Said to themſelues, wee marvell who is pone, 
Of ſo poung peares, makes ſuch interpetation, 
And then theccfoze takes neither gold noz crowne, 
So at this ch ld theſe ſeven inguirde the name, 
Mee ſaid, Mcrlivg, whereof J thinke no ſhame. 
MNuoth they pour name b:wke well with all welfarehh.. 
$ UNe percctae well yce hauc wiſedome and lare, 
2 great matter wee haut to you to know, 
Ok the which ſewoꝛ none but wee doe ſhow, 
Then ſaid thc child, ſhcew mee fw2th pour intent, 
And pee ſhall haue aaſwere incontinent. 
Quoth the young childe, this is the verie cate, 
A maladie holds the Emperonrs Grace, 
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So long ashes in his palace wilt vide, 
And not thereont neither to gang no2 ride: 
Her ſees as well as one that ever was, 
But afſone as hee from his palace pate, 
There takes him then ſo great a maladie, 
That all about a ſtime hee map not ſee: 
And ik yee can the cauſe heercok dilcuſſe, 
Fitſt pee ſhall haue a great reward of vs; 
And ſecondly remead if pee can find, 
In time comming the Emperour bee not blind, 
Out ot his palace when hee pleaſes to pale. 
Hee will giue pon reward what pee will aske. 
Then ſaid the child, his maladie 3 know, 
ls the remead thereof Jcanhim ſhow. 
Lhe aiſters ſaid, wee pꝛap pou rightheartlie, 
dalle with vs le ven, and beare vs compante, 
Nile wee come to the Emperours pꝛeſence, 
Uyere pee ſhall haue reward and reverence. 
hen laid the child, firs, J am readie now. 
Palle when pee pleaſe, and J ſail goe with you, 
ind lo all eight incontinent paſt heute, 
8 chile they came fo the Emperours pzeſence, 
Ind when they came vntothe Emperour, 
hey hailſed him with reverence and bonour: 
ind faid, god Roꝛd, ſundꝛit lands haue we ſorght 4 
0 get pour health and heere we haue yon bzought 
Nac poung child, that knawes pour maladie, 
t your pleaſure will find helpe and ſupplie, 
time comming, that pee ſhall well perteaue, 
dor dayiy health, and no ſickneTe to haue, 
| B 2 Heither 
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Neither in one noꝛ in another r part, 

Yee hath ſuch wit in god cunning and art. 
The C mperour vato theſe Haſters ſaid, 

Df pour tythance J am right wonder glaid, 
All that hee ſapes, will pe ſeven take on hand? 
Pea, ſir ſaid they, at that ſame we will ſtand; 
Fo2 wee haneſ&ne by gsdexperience, 

Mis great wiſdome, craft. and intelligente. 
Tue Emperour then vnto the bairne hee (aid, 
Since ſuch a thing geod childe is to pon laid, 
Che cauſe thercof at pou J wouldinquire, 
And ſwone mp health heartly then I deſire. 
Then ſaid the child, and pleaſe pour noble Grace, 
Wig two alone muſt talke a little ſpace, 

In pour chamber J ſhall you ſhow truely, 

Che cauſe of all your great infirmitie. 

And when hee was into the chamber led, 

Ye cauſed caſt off the clothes cf the bed: 

Which into halt the Cmperour cauſde bie done: 
Pp Lo2d. her ſatd, now here pe ſhall ſæ (one 

A marveilousthuig, which you heard never teil, 
Under the bed there was a meekle Well, 

Df which there role a foule ſmoke and a rake, 
Chat would haue made a man both blind and ſick, 
Dat or this Mell there ſpꝛang ſeven great ſpzingil 
Che Empcrour then he mar veiled of ſuch things, 
Undet his bed to be, and he not wilk, 
Do great a Mell, ſo foute a reke and miſt. 
He laid tip Lo2d, bete plainly pœ may (@z 
The berie cauſe of your inficinitle, 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
Without ye put theſe ſpꝛings and Mell away, 
To get your ſight againe no way pe map. 
Lhe Emperour ſaid, J p2ay vou to mee tell 
The neereſt way foꝛ to vndoe this Well, 
Then ſaid the child, there is no way but ane, 
Ik it pleaſe yon on fo2ce it muſt be tane. 
The Cmperour ſaid, J p2ay pou right heartlp, 
Dew me the way if ſuch a thtng may be; 
Gold 102 gods on no wiſe will J ſpare, 
do that the trueth to mee pou will declare: 
If mans craff, his naturall wit oꝛ might, 
erke cunning, with god ſcience 02 light, 
dubtile ingine, arte, oz experience 
Hight helpe my ſight, o2 therefo2e find dekence. 
would not care foꝛ to giue gold plentie, 
pare foꝛ no coſt, ſo that ve cauſe mee ſe, 
Uithout my place as well as J doe in, 
do your reward from me well ſhall ys win 
dow ſith your Grace to me hath given credet.c*, 
ſhall you ſhew by good experience, 
be very trueth: tMſe ſeven ſpꝛings ye le ſpʒing 
hut of this Well, they are none other thing, 
ut the ſame ſeven Maſters by their ſcience, 
Ahoi to pe gaue ſo ſteme and great credence- 
"Which by their craft, cunning and inchantment, 
A scou fo make blind, this Mell thep did invent, 
bat from hence fw2th both you and your Empire, 
ng time bygone haue rulde at their deſire. 
out pour place haue ever made port blind, 
hol that effect that no fault ye ſhould ind, 
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Done anp way by them o2 their conſent, 

That their great guile ſhould not bee made patent, 
No2 heare complaints of pour Barons and Lozds, 
But they alone to agree ſuch diſco2ds, 

Noz that juſtice ſhould reigne into pour land, 
But all ſuch things ould lpe into their hand: 
And pour ſubjects to! poilpie everie day, 

+ Mlithat was greene to you it ſhould ſeeme gray, 
Pee not ſeeing, now ſhould they all bee dead, 

1% Fo2 your blindnelle they can find no remead. 

The Emperour ſaid, now haue pee to mee ſhowne, 
Ok my blindneſle the cauſe and made it knowne: 

| Now the remead thcreof J would pee kand, 

Pee ſhall not want both gold lo2dſhip, and land: 
And pleaſe pouc Grace now to you ſhall I tell, 
The verie trueth will pee doe my counſell: 

Pk pour blindnelle ik pee deſire remead, 

The firſt aſter take and ſtrike oft his head, 
Then thall pee ſee the firſt ſp2ing of the Well 
Bee quite away: this is the trueth J tell, 

Do oꝛderly while they bee each oz llaine: 

And ſo pee (hall recure pour ſt aht againe. 
This being done, the UNellaway ſhall went, 
And ſo at eaſe pee ſhall get pour intent: 

Which in god haſt was done as they thzught right 
And ſo againe the Emperour gote his light, 
And the poung child rewarded right richly, 
Madehim a Lo2d, aid heire of a countrie 
Then ſaid ſhe u oꝛd, haue pee percetv's this tale, 
1 What J haue ſhowue foz pour god and availe. p 7 
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Her laid right well, andthankes you heartfullie, 
Foz that god Tale that ve haue told to mee, 

In the ſame ſoꝛt theſs ſeven Maſters ſaid ſhee, 
Unto your Grace they purpoſe fo2 to doe, 

By their falſe tales andſuchlike fainzeing, 

That your curſt ſonne may ay aboue pou retgne, 
Which Sod defend ay while the houre J die, 

That J never another Emperour [&: 

This tale (quoth ſhee) I ſhall make to you cleare, 
That that it meanes, x pleaſe pour grace to heare: 
» | ©ceſatd, Sap fo2th, pee ſhall haue audience, 

And commanded echone tokapc ſilence. 


A The declaration of the Empreſſe ee 
tourch 1ale, 


13 flowing Wellof pour ſonne is the ſigne, 
The ſeven ſpꝛings are his Maſters W cunning if 
Which Well right ſcone can not deſtroped bee, it 
Except pe firſt cauſe the ſeven Paſters die: 
This being done the Well ſo ſhall ye waſte, 
Cauſe lay pour ſonne of this ye giue mee traiſk, 
do Mell and ſp2ings frathey deſtroped bee, 17 
WA Chen may ve haue all at franquillitie: 41 
Pour whole Emppꝛe well into peace and reit, 1 
Foꝛſoth (quoth hee) Madame J thinke that belt, 
Incontinent then gaue he ſtrait command, i} 
To the gallous to lead his lonne fra hand, | 
ns | 


Downe thꝛough the ireet as officers him led, 
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One Baſter came, andat the fpurs him ſped, 
To the Emperour with all god reverence, 
UUyom to he ſai, Palle [with from my pzeſence, 
I oꝛ the good ſend that ve haue lend tome, 

Yee ſerue all ſeven on gallons fo2 to die: 

A ſend vou ſeven my ſonne right well ſpeaking, 
Now hee is dumbe, and als can doe nothing: 
But only one, this thing J moſt deteſt. 

By violence my Qucne h& would oppꝛeſl. 
OCyerekoze reward per ſerue nothing of me, 
Wut pee ail (oven with hun ſheuld hanged bee. 
The Maſter ſaid, 3 ſerv'd a better thing 

To my reward, no2 on gallous to hing. 

cu bere pour qt ace ſapes that now your ſon is dumb 
God knowes the cauſe, the time is not pet coma 
Oc his ſpeaking the time will come at ſhoꝛt: 

F L@hyerefo:e J pray your Orace to take comfort. 
And ye tall ſup the time appꝛoach right neare, 
bat he tyallſpeake, which all this place may heare 
TAs to pour Queene in that place where pes tell, 
Itis not oꝛoven, noꝛ neither is Solpell, 

Noꝛ fo2 the woꝛds of a ſingular perſon, 

dnithout moꝛe p2ofite pour ſon ſhould not put down 
And il va doe fo2 the words of your wife, 

But god knowledge from vour ſon take the like: 
At chall bee woꝛſe with you, J dare well ſap, 
Eben chancde a man and a wife oa a dap, 


Which I hall chew to vou by narration, N 3 
And pꝛoue the lame by gud probution. bis 
The Faroe fad. trod vee to doe with mee, ofa 
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The ſeven Sages. 
g ſeven Paſtors did once in this Cifte, 

Aith their falſe tales vnto their natiue Ring. 
zap, nay, not ſo, it ſhall not bee that thing, 
he Maſter ſaid, The fault of one oꝛ to 
>tould not redound to rebuke, blame, oz woe: 
Yk allotbers, fo2 it is right well kend, 

Both god and ill is to the worlds end, 

But of a trueth one thing J ſhall you ſhaw, 
gut pe your ſon to death fo2.your wiues ſaw, 


atoaLntight,if ye pleaſe ye ſhall heare. 

he Emperour ſaid, J p2ay you ſhew mee right; 
[that thing became oꝛ chanſed that lame ni 1 
2 Dailter ſaid, Againe your ſon Cauſe call, 
do tothe death that h& no wiſe bee th2all, 
und ka pe him ſtill, my tale while J haue fold, 


hen your owne will pe haue even as ye would. 
Ahes J haue done then take your owne pleaſure, 


F will doe ſo then ſaid the Emperour, 
And ſo his ſon againe hee cauſde them caw, 
As fo that day hee ſhould not thole the law. 
do this Maſter his example began, 
And tolde his tale fw2th like a cunning man: 
But yet his tale ere ww further fo2th ſet, 
Che Quiancslalt tale we will not pet fozgets 


" MORALITAS. 
CEE the conceate of this bold bitter Bitch, 

his red Revar, and this rancke warloch Witth 
his traitour thiefe, this tryed Termigant, 
o faine a fault as her would find and ficch, 


> 


t ſhall pou chance as vid this hinder peare, — 
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The ven Sages. 
Vnto theſe ſeven ſo reyerent and rich. 
In ſweete ſcience,facurd, and fluctuant: 
For they of wit, nor wiſedome not does want, 
To the black devill / thee therefore beteach, 
With him remaine ia houſe an hells ſanct. 


Father of falſer, and falle flatterer, 
A gyrecarling, and graceleſſe clatterer, 
Leadſtarre of lyes, and a great flop of tcele, 
A proud Princeſſe, a pridefull patterer, 
Mixt with malice, and a maine murcherer. 
A wood wild care, that never will doe well, 
Crop of curſtneſſe, and a quicke ganging Deill, 
Boot of vnrule, and brewar of all baill, 
Thou art too bold to forge ſo falſe a tale. 


Not one word true thereof, but fained faire, 
Too peart thou art tomake ſuch a compare: 
Ot the Maſters, whereof that now ſpeake wee, 
To the Emperour l know they did no mare, 
Nut that his ſonne they had into the lare, 
And had not beene their cunning andclergie, 
They had beene dead, and like wiſe ſo had he, 
Therefore thou art but a Loch of vnlawtie, 
A ſhamelefle threw, the walter devill mot skald thee, 


Let ia her tale is ſome moralitie, 
How God diſpones his grace ſo plenteonſly, 
To old, to young, torich,and to the poore: 
Some wit, ſome ſtrength, ſome fairneſſe with beauty, 
Some at their will haue riches and plentie, 
To diverſe crattes ſome giue their buſie cure: 
Hobbit to ſome hid thiogs bee right obſcure, 
As was this Bairne Who ſpake this prophecie, 
To ſeven Doctouts iu ſcience was 50 lure. 


30 Howbeit 
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The ſeven Sages. 
How beit hee was in youth and render age, 
God of his grace had given him more knowledge, 
In wit, ſcience, hid with ſubtilitie, 
Nor to theſe ſeven whom this Queene doth alledge, 
Into her tale inferred ypon foolage, 
Wie cauſed the Emperour againe to ſee, 
and knew the cauſe of his iafirmitie: 
None exception there is of perlonage, 
ju ſight of God he giues his grace lo free. 


How beit this childe in tender yeares was ying, 
The very trueth yet hee ſhew to the King, 
What was the cauſe of all his maladie, 
And how the Well vnder his bed did ſpring, 
And how theſe ſprings could him to blindneſſe bring, 
Which was not knewne but to this child truely, 
Whereby wee may perciue for veritie, 
The grace of God is gotten for nothing, 
Who liſt it to ſeeke wita all humilitie. 


Now in bigging ſome takes ſo great pleaſure, 
While at the laſt bigges himſelfe to the doore: 
Some brings a ſtaffe for to breake his owne head, 
Even ſo yee lee theſe Doctours tooke labour, 

To bring this childe vnto the Emperour, 

Whom through he gote of his ſickn:ſie remead 
But yet this child cauſde them all ſeven thole dead, 
It is oft ſcene, I lay thee dearely brother, 

That everie ſwick ofttimes belwicks another. 


. 
* 


* 1 


- 


Theſe ſeven Doctors whereof now ſp2akes our Queene 
As ſhec inferres, they haue all traitours beene, | 
Who devyſed the Kings infirmitie, 

By traitourie, hid, holden, and voſeene! 
To bee guiders ot his Realme they did meane, 
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The feven Sages. 


And haue thereof the whole authoritie: 


But no wiſe ſo of our Maſters meane wee, Li 
For they did not but a as they were deſired, Oi 
By the Emperour, and his counſell required. (| 
18 


Therefore the Queene ſhee ſhould no credence haue; i 
Shee is a ſop of ſorrow to deceaue, 


A menſlefle monſter, a mirrour of miſchance, Fl 

4 patent port to ill yee may perceaue, 

A thriftleſſe thing when ſhee begins to raue, Li 
Bull of deceat with fained falſe pleaſance, of 

| Atownetrattlar, co bring home evill tythance, U. 
* A mane truikour. an talker out of tone, 71 
Aud ſhall forthinke her talke ere all bee done. E. 
A reproach to the Empreſſe for her tale, 5 

3. Fragill fleſh, wich flattery ever fenyers, 4 


+ A kingdo thou would quel;thou groader of glonyis 
ne ſball hold in thy renyis, becauſe thouraues vnrocked, Jr 
And checke you inio chenyeis, wp by the chafts chocked: 
Oer long pee haue vs mocked Kut yet the day will come 
Tour calum ſhal be knocked when he ſpeaks that is dumb N 


| . 
| 4 | The tale of the fourth Maſtcr, — 
| Whun a time there was an eldering Knight, 2 
ST Y Wile and wittte, full ofriches and might, 2 
Pad lived fozth many dayes ol his lis, . * 
Mithout childzen emman, oꝛ marryed wife, bY 


Diverſe times his freiads came him vatill, 
To le it it was his pleaſute and will. 
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The ſeuen Sages. 


To take a wife, and bai nes fo2 to cw2th bing, 
Though their counſell he granted to fuch thing: 
90 at the laſt they gote his wife to bee, 


Che Pꝛoveſts daughter of that ſame titie: 


Which was right rich, well favoured and fatre, 


Well made at will, and was her fathers air: 
Fra he her ſaw, hr was ſo tane in loue 5 
That he from her his heart could not remoue. 


Though loue 4 favour betwirt them might be ſene, 
Pet all their ſpace no bairnes was them betwene: 
Unto the Church as the paſt thꝛough the ceete, 


With her mother ſhe hapned fo2 to meat, 
Eitherother hailſed with great gladnefſe, 
And ſo began to talke in merrineſſe. 

The Mother ſaid, my daughter tell me how 
Pee pleaſe pour ſpouſe, oz how he doth to you? 


She laid, right ill, Jam not with him content, 


Fo2 he is olde, fe ble and impotent. 

Chen pee mce ſtaiked vpon ſo old a ffick, 

J would but doubt p had burped mee quicke; 
Foz ere J come with him in naked bed, 

To bee dꝛowned J had rather bee led. 

Oz ly with ſwine, ere J lap by his ſide, 

Py fleſhit vgs when that J touch his hyde: 
Hold mee excuſde J pꝛap you heartip, mother, 
Foz it is foꝛce that J mult haue another. 

Che mothec ſaid, my good daughter and deare, 
Heere J thee pꝛap ſuchfolithneſſe foꝛbeare: 


With pour father manp peares J haue beene, 
duch thing of mee was never heard no; ſeene, 
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"as The ſeven Sages. 
Pother (che ſaid) ofthat na marvell is, 
Fo2 ye two met in pouth⸗ he d. jop, and blts, 
And ſo echone together had ſelace, 

It is not ſo with me into that cace. 

Erez him gote. pe know his ſtrength was gone, 
Yee lyes as ſtill beſide mee as a fone: 

Fo: he is weake, old cold, waſted, and d2:e, 

And as ve know, mother, ſo am not J, 

But in my flowꝛes of pouth head bloming grene, 
Compare therekfoꝛe is net vs two betweene, 
Ok his bodie J can get no ſolace, 

Co me thereſoꝛe it is an heavie cace. 

She laid daughter, if ſuch thou haſt in minde, 
And to fœlage thine heart is ſo inclynde: 

Tell me thy mind without faining in bzeſt. 
Wyom wilt 5 louc? (quoth ſbee) mother, a Pꝛieſt, Ct 
The mother laid, if ſuch thou wouldſt deſire, bl 
I thinke lelle ſinne to lone a noble Squire, 2 
D a gap linight, noꝛ a Pꝛieſt to thy loue, EY 
She ſaid, mother, therein J you rep2woue:? Wid 


— . AG w 
9 — — 
„ , 0 8 — — — — tw. . _ 
—— — pp nos a — 


It that J lov'da knight, oꝛ yet aSquy2e, FO; 
Mithin ſhoꝛt time of my love they would tyze; Ou! 
And tell ov'call into theirmerrinefle, In! 
And ſo me ſhame tomy great lightlinefſe, ohe 
It is not fo, ye know with men ot Birke, Fu. 
Foꝛ with wiſedome and wylinctle they wirke, Mie 


And ace as loth their honeſtie to tyne, oy ! 
| $2" ſuch affaires as J would doe to mine, 60 
And counſelil keepe as quietly vnchamed, rau 
45 "oe 92 I with our Spouſe would bee mo "ne 
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The ſeuen Sages, 
Nico Kirk men are meze kind to their loues, 

hen others are, and ſo the pꝛactick pꝛoues. 

de ſaid, Daughter, heare my god counſell now, 
und it ſhall be a god p2ofite fo2 you. 

Old men (pe know) are wonder caufelous, 

Uplie and fell, and right outragious: 

Jn one manner ye ſhall your huſband p2ene, 

Him foꝛ to tempt, oꝛ anger him, 02 grieve; 

Chen if ya ſcape but repꝛofe oꝛ ſmiting, 

Loue whom ye pleaſe at your luſt and ltzing. 

The daughter ſaid, ſo long J may not bide, 

In all good haſt aloue J muſt pꝛobide: 

God hath mee ͤſent ſo vnhappie a weird, 

That J can get no ſolace in this eird: 

And pa pour ſelfe mother als well pe ken, 
Whatill occurres to want pleaſure ot men: 

J had rather dzinke water foz a yeare, 

Then J ſo long pleaſure of men koꝛbeare. 

The mother ſaid, Daughter, fo2 mp bleſſing, 


Wide while thou pꝛoue, oꝛ tempt him w ſome thing: 


*02 pour bleſſing (the ſait) J will doe mare, 
But him to pꝛoue J p2ay pou to declare, 
In what faſſion, 02 what way it map bee, 
dbz ſatd, daughter, that Hall J haWelie, 
n pour D:chard there is a tre that ftands, 
5c maike khereofthey (ſap is in few lands, 


In which your Spouſe bath great lone and lyking, 


waite ſome dap when hee goes to the hunting, 
auſe the ſame tre intontinent bee cutttt, 
ind bzing it home ere over your huſband wit it: 
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| Othet fallen wav J thall get tonake fire, 


The ſeven Sages, . 
Thereof make fire againff his comming hame, 
Chen if pee ſcape without tepꝛoue oꝛ blame, 

At your pleaſure then may we take the P2ieſt, 
Chis pee will doe foz your mothers requeſt. 
Sher ſaid, mother, Your counſell J will doe, 
Yowbrit in trueth J am tiabt loth thereto. 
Cach one home pall vnto their owne ludging, 
he Knight marveild of his wifes tarping: 
Shee laid, God fir, as A went Meſt the ſtreef, 
[Utth my mother on chance there couls Jmeete: 


Ohee aſked mee if pee were in gladneſſe. 
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A ſaid, E ven ſo, and then home did mee dzelle. 
After dinner the knight went in hunting, 
But bis god wife thought on another thing, 

And thought that her purpoſe ſhould come toend, 
Incontinent fo2 the Gardner ſhee lend. 

M hom to thee ſaid Cut downe this tender tree, 
That thereof may make on bhaſtchie: 

A great warme fire againſt my Lo2ds comming, 


he will with ſpeed come home from the hunting, 
This dap is ſowꝛe, ſo wonder ſharpe and.c0.d, 


And as pee know hee is fecble and old: 
When hee comes home, that hee ſhall not want fire, 
Therefoꝛe cut downe, and pee ſhall haue pour hire. 
To whom hee ſaid, Bauc pour pleaſure Madame, 
Cut wee this tree, but doubt wee ſhall get blame: 
Fo2 your huſband far better loues this tree, 
Ten times over than all the trees heere bee; 
But not the leſle, Madame at pour deſire, 


Uhere 


rey In the meane time the (mell percetued hee, 
re. ¶ Of the young plant, and beſt beloued tree. 
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The ſeuen Sages. 11 | 
hereof my Lozt (quoth hee) will fand content, 
Nap, nay, (ſaid ſhæ) cut downe incontinent 
ee ſaid, No wap this tre J will deffrop, 

Fo2 it will put my aſter to great nop. i 
She hearing that he would not command, 10 
The Gardners Are ſhe hint into her band: 
The tender tree ſhee cutted at the rote, 

That from thencefw2th it ſhould neuer haue fruite. 
Cauſed Seruants the ſamine home to beare, 

Of her husband thereof taking no fearc. 

The knight at Cuen from hunting comming hams | 
Bunting the wilde in Foꝛteſt with the tame. 
His wile him met, and ſaid, Good ſtr, I knaw, 
Pe arc wearie, and wonder cold with aw, 

I cauſde to big a fire to you therefo2e, 

To make you cherie and meriebe the mo2e,, .- 
J thanke you Dame ( ſaid hee) withall mine heart 
Get I god cheare, then pe ſhall haue your part,, 
Then in hee came, and ſate downe on a binke, {if} 
Beſoꝛe the fire, and cryde to get him dziinke/, 
Mhich in all haſte to him right ſone was bought, 1 
And thereok right gladlie while god thought. 
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Co him he cals the Gardner right ſone, 

And ſaid, Piſhant what halt thou to mee done 
Well J perceiue my Plant burne in the fire, 
Therefoꝛe at mee thou halt not ſerude thine hire, 
He ſaid y Lord, it is true that pee tell, 
None did that turne, but your owne wife her ſell. | it 
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The ſenen Sages. 


ben laid the Knight, J knowthat cannot be, = 
m That mine owne wife would doe ſuch thing to me; 
Foz well ſhee knew that tre J loued beſt, 
© By twentte folde than J did all the reſt. 
7 3 know-ſhee would neuer conſent theretill, 
Becauſe ſhe knew, that it was not my will. 
She laid, GodLozd, J cry vou here mer cie, 
Foz it was J that cutted downe the tree: 

AUnowing right well, pee were wearie kozgone. 
Cold, weake and tyꝛde, and god fire had wee none. 
737 And did it your courage to refreſh, 
To make pou blith, and to comfo2t pour fleſh, 
That was the cauſe this fire J canſde to make, 
DOnelie fo vou, and fo2 none others ſake. 
Auaben the night heard it was the lamine trœ, 
Unto his wife hee ſaid right angerlie, 
£3 D wicked wife, how durſt thou bee ſo bold, 
To cut the tro that J on no wiſe wold. 
©} Shonld biene cut downe foꝛ great riches and rent, 
A make a vow you ſhall it ſoze repent, 
And knowing well J loude it all the beſt, 
Vou haue me made a fault right manifeſt. 
Muhen that ſhe ſaw her husband diſcontent, 
4 Mhen ſhee began to wepe, and als lament , 
7 On fained ſo2t her ſelfe foꝛ to excuſe. 
Þ At ſuch like time as women oftimes does: 
|| Sir J diditfo2 your vtilitie, 

And you it take againe to crabbedlie. 

1 Fo2 J belecucd to win therethzough god dade, 
1 And now I gct great mawgric tomy meede. 
143 it 
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God Moꝛne Mother (quoth ſhe) with heart & b2cff, 


The ſeuen Sages. 


Fo2 if that J doe euer ſoꝛ the bett, 

A renen reward J get aye readieſt: 

J had rather bee burnt into acole, 

Than fo2 god minde ſach outrage fo2 to thale: 
Then ſhee began fo weepe and make monrning,. 
Incontinentthe knight that perceiuing: 
And ſa at ſho2t was moued with mertie, 

And laid, My joy, your mourning now let bee, 
In time comming, ice that pou not mee moue 
To diſpleaſure, noꝛ hurt the thing J love: 
Therekfoze beware the dapes of your liktime, 
Chat neuer againe you commit ſuch a crime. 
As fo; this time, ſo J foꝛgiue you cleene, 

Ceaſc, wepe no moꝛe, bee fill, and die pour eene. 
Then the next dap hee went to Church againe, 
Met her Mother, whom of thee was right faine. 
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Now well enough, faith J may loue the hn ueſt, 
And J haue done, euen as pee counſell'd mee, 
Mine hands cut downc his beſt beloued tree. 
Do pour counſell J did into all thing, 
But frahee ſaw, that J made ſuch monrning, 11 
bee cheriſt mee, and hath foꝛginen mee quite? 
Lherefoze Mother, put mee not in the wite, {I 
Vowbeit J lone the P2ieft with all mine heart, 
Fo2 my good man hee keepes mee not a part: 
The Mother ſaid, Though olde men once fozgine 
In time comming after if pee them grieue; 198 
They will truely panſe the nert fault againe, 
a nd puniſh it: perchance with double paine. 
I, 2 
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The ſeuen Sages. 

© By connſell is, tempt him another five, 

Alas, Pother (quoth ſh&) J may not bide, 

17 Fo2 I ſuffcr moze paſnefo2 pon ſame Pꝛieſt, 

Than I can ſhow, oz thinke into my bꝛeſt: 

| | Appardone me my \wetc mother therefoze, 

St pour counſellnow J will take nomoze. 

The Pother ſatd, Foz the loue ye ſhould haue 

21% £o mee, becauſe my coꝛſe did the conceiue. 

An my boſome as a babe did the beare, 

And foz the bleſſing of the Father deare, 

In this behalfe yet tempt him once againe, 

bi Ik ver get quite, then J ſoꝛgiue pou plaine. 

To loue the Pꝛicſt, 02 any that ye pleaſe, 

' She ſaid, That talc to me doth great diſeaſe. 

© From ny pleaſiire fo2 to rcmaine fo long, 

j Fozſoth Mother, ve are farre in the wzong: 

Neuertheleſle fo2 my Fathers blelling, 

5 Pet once againe J i all giue him tempting, 

Dow it ſhall bee. firſt ye m ſt to ma ow, 

All the faſhion J pꝛap pon fer mee know: 

| Pour husband hath (quoth he) a little hound, 

Ha will not ccfſe foz many marke and pound, 

Da loucs ſo well, that nightlie in his bed, 

Me maligs his couch, and with fine meate is fed. 

| Cith your owne hands ſc pe the ſame hound kill, 

Before his Cine: So he map wit right well, 

Tbis becing done, bee pee not puniſht than, 

þ©oe loue the Prieſt oz any other man: 

12 giue reu leaue, A ſhall vou neuer blame, 
0 it bæ not to your great inne and ſhame. 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
Dhee laid, Mother, J will your counſell doe, 
At this pzeſent what pee will charge mee to: 
Fo2 there is not a Birne J wot liuand, 
#2 faine would keepe of mine age the comm ind, 
Ok her parents, and naw withoutten ſkaith, 
J will obtaine the bleſſing of you baith: 
And now Yother, remember in pour thought, 
Fo? pour bleſſing, J doe elſe, would J nought⸗ 
And then ſhee laid, Py ſweete Mother, adew. 
UAhat thought I haue, I p2ay Goadif peeknew. 
Then came ſhee home, and put off as ſhee might, 
Chat longſome day while it came to the night, 
And ſo at Cuen commanded that her bed, 
With purpure cloaths, and ſilk ſhould be ouerſp!eI 
Uhich the Deruants at her command hath done, 
With colfly cloathes the bed they ſpꝛed it ſoone, 
And when the bed was thus at readie made, 
The little hound thereon hath him downe laid: q 
As his cuſtome it was, and conſuetude, | i 
Als the geod-wife knew well that hee wonld dude. 
And vp ſhee roſe with minde malitions, 
With hatefull heart, and vult right v2nemoas; | 4 
By the heind heils this hound then ſhze did tage/, 
And all his harnes out on the wall chee ſträke, 1 
Daying, What deuil doth this Tykeonouc bed, 1 
That is ſo rich, and all with ſilke ou'rſpꝛes 1 
Wyen the R night ſaw his little hound was ai ie, 
From crabedneſſe no wapes hee could refcaine: 
But to his wife with angrie heart can ſay, 
Wicked woman out of my fight away. ! 
1 B50 
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The ſeuen Sages. 


How conld thou finde into thy cruell minde, 
|; To lay the hound that to mee was ſo kindes? 
i And ou'r all hounds with mine heart was loued. 
O wicked wife, Mahound thine heart hath moucd, 
To doe ſuch thing, and mee to pꝛe increaſe, 
Ml O curſt catiue, woe to thy cruelnelle. 
#7 Shece ſaid God man, haue pee not right well ſeene, 
Mop this foule Tyke with his feete ſo vncleane: 
LA pon our bed hath lyen and filde the ſame, 
#4 Yane vou pleaſure thereof, oꝛ any game: 
Foule traiked Tykes vpon our bed to lie? 
. Though yvee pleaſe ſo, the ſame pet pleaſe not J: 
| 160 To ſpillour bed that is ſo pꝛecious, 
Couerꝰ d with cloathes ſo cleane and curious, 
NMith his foule feete new come out of the myze, 
rather burne the bed and all in kpꝛe. 
Then laid the Knight with an angrie viſage, 
5 " Knew thou not well that I had great courage: 
ITntoa leiſh mine hound koꝛ to ſee led, 
* An hundꝛethtimes, then lying in my bed: 
ky 'E rather giuen all mine hoꝛſe where they ſfand, 
. Exe pee had tane ſuch wicked deede in hand: 

Then when ſhee (gw the nnight ſo diſcontent, 
| i And in ſome partraiſed in matalent. 
1 To weepe and Walle in all haſte che began, 

Saping, Alas, that euer J knew a man, 

11 402 when J was into my virgines flow22s, 
1 A knew nothing ol ſuch ſharpe winter ſhowzes, 
Foz any : Lyke ok luch (ot to bee ſhoꝛed, 
Auicke in my graue J had rather bee lmozed. 
3/02 all that J foz the beſt doe pzetend, 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
Ye ape alledge that therein J offend: | 
Yowbveit my minde bee euer true and god, 

J get nothankes, this ſhoꝛtlie J conclude, 

Than this olde night perceiuing the great care, 
Ueping, mourning, with ruithfull heart and ſoze 
As hee beleeude, bee ſaid, Let be ſuch thing, 

And at this time you make no moꝛe mourning, 

J pardon you vader pzoteſtation, 

In time comming pee make no ſuch occaſion. 

Ne fo2 to moue to anger and to pꝛe, 

Fo2 it yg doe at ſome-time J will ty2e: 

Px know right well ye cutted dow eieme Tre, 
And now at ſhoꝛt pix haue cauſde mine hound die. 
Doe not ſuch like, J heartlie pou deſice, | 
Foz if ye doe, no moꝛe J can fo2beare, + j08 


To puntch you foz all that is gone by, | 
To the vttermoſt, remember well ſap J: - 1" 
Therefoze beware, make me not dfſcontenf, + || 
At you no moze, and ſo to bed they went. | 


do on the Poꝛne at time vp ſcone ths roſe, — 1 
ith merie minde, and put on all her clothes: 1 
Went to the Kirke, and ſo her Bother met, I 
Beleuing well ok her god leaue to get: 1 
To loue the Pꝛieſt, and ſple her husbands bed, 
But as God would ſuch thing was nothing ſped, 
Thep hailſed other as they thought to bee done, 1 
And intalking they fell together (@nc: 
hee laid, Mother, too long fo2 your requeſt, 
] hane the lone fozlæted ofthe Pꝛieſt: 
#02 now J haue tempted mine husband twiſe. 04 
L 4 Banged 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
Manged bee J when J that tempt him thꝛiſe: 
By your command a great thing J haue done, 
By my conceat, manie tages abone. 
F902 as pee bade J cutted downe his tre , 
And now latelie J canſde his nod hound die: 
And voth theſe faults he hath foꝛgiuen me quite, 
In time comming to me pee put no wite: ; 
CUth all my minde and heart within my by2eſf, : 
In all god haſte J will noe lone the Pꝛieſt. 
The other ſatd, J p2ay yey Daughter beare, 
With patience two woꝛos thou wouldſt mee heare, | * 
It is knowne with moe than I can fell, | 
Phat olde men are ape right fie and cruell: | 
And will thinke on vpon faults done befoze, 
Howbetf ſome time they will not chide no2 choze. 
Fo2 it is ſaid, and als right well J wate, 
That crueltie is ape appꝛopꝛiate. 
To eldꝛing Knights that in youth haue beene kerne, 
Chen in their eilde they turne to tray and teene, 
And fo; ſome fault will puniſh with rigour, 
As they in minde it takes in diſpleaſurc. 
Pet my counſell thcreſo2e J would thou did, 
And thereaſter J ſhall the not fobide- 
Loue where thou likes, oz whom thou likes to lous 
There is mine hand J ſhall the not rep2one: 
Pet tempt him once, as wee can beſt deniſe, 
Foꝛ if is ſaid, All things thꝛiues but thꝛiſe, 
She laid, Bother, J heare you talke in vaine, 
View pee the thought and nightlie burning paine 
That ſuffer continuallie in heart, 

| A wote 
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J wofe ye would not take my confrar-park. 
p were Mother, a woman as J am, 
hat would yo ſay ifyce wanted the game, 


The ſeuen Sages, 


F02 anewloue but doubt ſwne would vo looks! 
Cith all pour pith the ſame pe would purchaſes 
And haue the ſame with all your buſineſle: 
Into this cace now put your minde to reit, 
To loue the — good faith J thinke it befF, ö 
hee laid, Daughter, fo2 the great paine and cure, 4 
1 had of thee that time when Þ thee bure. | 
And fo! the feode thereof which that thee fed, 

I thee beſgech ſp!cnot thine husbands bed. 

While the third time, J p2ay thee him fo pꝛoue, 
As thou wilt haue my bleſſing and my loue. 
Deny mee not this ſober (mall petition, 

And J pꝛomiſe thee heere a ſure condition. 

I ſhall fo2tb (ef and further thine intent, 

To thy pleaſure and als intendement. 

And neuer lay that thou haſt done amiſle: 

My ſweete daughter J p2ay thee grant meethis. 
As thou wilt haue my bleſſing and on thy bones, 
My (mall deſire J p2ay thee grant mee once, 

The Daughter ſaid, Bother, J you declare, 

The matter is to mee ſo ſad and ſare: 

That I map not ſo long avſent therefra, 

Pct not the leſle ſo inwardlie pee pꝛap, 

Foꝛ the great charge fir that pee ſay to mee, 
And then agatne pee haue pꝛomiſde truelie. 

Into this cace to farther fo;th my cauſe. 


| 

| 
Ok mp Father, that nightlie you doe b2wke, = 

| 

| 
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| = fJ hadnede, the righteous God it knowes: 
Therefoꝛe ſhew mee the maner and the wap, 

! Dow J ſhall tempthim to the thirdeffcap. 
The Pother laid, On Sunday next command, 
I know right well the minde of your Husband: 
To haue vs all to dine is his intent, 

Mith many friends, that none be there abſent, 
With diuerſe moe god men of this citie, 
Then when pee are at all pour Majeſtie, 


At the boꝛd- head to ſit ye are right able. 
A key pe thall vnfo the booꝛd-cloath knit, 
Which at pour belt doth hing, not latting wit, 
That yp did ſo, but that it comes by chance, 
Sayingplainefo:th with a faire countenance, 
Pee may perceiue ſo fo2getfull a wife, 
As J am now ] truſt bee not on life. 
An my Chamber, myknike J haue foꝛget, 
Foꝛce J muſt riſc the ſame againe to get: 
Then ſhall ve riſe with a faird haſtelie, 
do man knowing where that ve knit your key. 
Do being knit in the bod - cloth faſt, 
Then all the meate and table downe pe caf, 
Dn this faſhion all your meate ſhall be (pilt, 
With diſpleaſure, aud all your Mapzie gilt: 
Pa doing lo, vnpuniſht if pe bee, 
To loue the Pꝛieſt, faith hrere J make pou fre, 
She ſaid, Fo2 once your counſel! ſhall J pꝛieue. 
But neuer againe ſo long as J map liue, 

Foz Pour counſell J haue done fart ou'c might, 


Mith all your meates well ſerued at the Table, 


And 


— 
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And with atirtoke with Her the boꝛdcloathes. 


The ſeuen Sages. - 

And ſo either at other toke awod-night: 

Mithin few dayes the feaſt was prepared, 
Aboundantlie, and fo2 no colt they ſpared. 

The Father, mother, and Friondes of honeſtie, 
On euerie ſide was called there to bee: 

The table couerde, and all ſet vowne to dyne, 
The meate is come right delicate with wyne, 
All beeing ſet as it could beſt efkxre, 

The god wike cryde each man to make god chere. 
At the bo2d head ſhe ſet her owne ſelfe downe, 
Ver Mother perceiued well the faſhion, 

Nhat her daughter would doe, right well ſhe knew 
Beleeuing well the ſame that ſhee would rew. 
Bothe good wife a bonie little key , 

Pang at her belt, ſhe knit right quietlie, 

That none perceiude, noꝛ knew her ſlie intent, 
But thus ſhe ſaid to all that was pꝛeſent, 

If J bee wife, now map pe all perceaue, 

In my chamber my kuike foꝛgote J haue. 

Which J muſt fetch, and with a faicd vpꝛoſe, 


The table tirred, and all the meatedowne flang, 
Alas, (he ſaid , faith now J haue done w2ang- 

J ſo2e repent that I ſo ſhoꝛtlie roſe, 

The meate is ſpilt and kyld are all the cloathes, 
The knights tolour changed into his face: 
And ſmylde fo (cozne that ſo occurr'd the cace. 
And luffred ou'r with blyth diſtimulance, 

To treat his ghueſts with a faire countenance: 
And commanded a new table to ba let, 


"wi 
With | 


Tk xyen Sages. 

Mith new Rapꝛie and other courſes get. 

And pꝛapde his Gueſtes fo2 to bee blith and glad, 

Yowbeit his Tale was reckleſlie downe laid: 

Incontinent freſh-meates was bꝛought anone, 

To new dinner with gladneſſe are they gone: 

= allthings done, not mouing him nothing, 
ad to his wife an euill woꝛd not ſaying, 

Making god cheare to all the companie, 

CULth merineſſe welcomming them gladlie. 

Bat her Bother, knowing well the intent, 

> ;Dfher Daughter, was wonder diſcontent: 

Ehe dinner done, they thanked all the night, 

Andals his wife, and bade them both god · night: 

Dn the next Hoꝛne theknight he carely roſe, 

Aa Name of God firtt tothe Kicke hee goes: 

And after hee had his devotion done, 

Wo a Barbour but tarie hee paſt ſœne. 

Daping, Paſter, yce are godlie expert, 

An blood letting, oz inſight in that arte. 

Pee ſaid, Good ſir, J am expert truclie, 

Pl euerie veine within a'mans bodte. 

A know right well,o2 yet ina woman. 

In d2awing blood thereof great craft J can. 

Then laid the knight, thereof Jam content, 

Come on with mee, and pee ſhall haue papment: 

Do the Barbour home with the knight hee went, 

And by the way hee tolde him his intent: 

And ſo they came vato the Knights ludging, 

' Where his wife lay ſwne they gotentering. 

Pee laid, God Dame, get vp, foz mult pee riſe, 

| | Quoth 
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The ſeuen Sages. 1 
2uoth thee, Good fix, ſozlooth it's not the guiſe, 
Vo ſone to riſe, ſay pe that foꝛ amockee 

It is ſcarce pet nine houres of the clocke. 

Chen ſaid the Knight, Riſe vp fo2 your owne god, 
On both the armes pe mult be letten blood; 

he ſatd, God ſir, unte my Mother me bare, 
Blood of ma was latten neuer mare- i 
And now thercofſince J want conſuetude, 
J haue no will fo2 to bee letten blood. 
Then ſaid the Knight, Foꝛſoth vu are the war, 1 
To let pon blood ſo long that pe defer, 

Cn pe not on what fault p haue made mee, 

i ſt ye hewd downe my noble plant and tro, 
GUbichre knew well that J loucd all thc tet, 
And then ye know how that mine hound pe dest 
And yeſterdap our Friendes beeing pꝛeſent, 
At the table (ocruetite pee mee ſhent: = 
If Jſuffer that ye doe the fourth waanc, | 
In conſuctude and vle ſo will ye gang. || 


Within ſhoꝛt time pee ſhall ma ſoconffreine, 
To vtter ſhame that J cannot refrarne 

y ſelfe from ſhame, without J find remead, 1 
And Ende well ſome fault is in peur head: 1 
Df coꝛtupt blood, that mull bee letten ont, = 
And als wilde blod in pour bodie but doubt, 
That from hence f@o2th ye ſhall no moꝛe ttere blame 
Noz2 anger me, no2 ret put mee to ſhame. 
Ha cauſde Setuants but any moze abave, 
In the Chamber a arcat fire to bee made. 


dhe laing that, ſhes thought witheut iemende, 
Auto 


| 
l 
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The ſeuen Sages. ' 
Info that fire fo2 to bee burnt fo dead, 
Then cryd ſhe loud, Foꝛ Gods grace grant mercie, 
And J p2omile vou one thing faithfullie, 

In all my dapes J ſhall pou neuer grieue, 

So this one time that pee will mee relieue. 

And haue pitie, J grant 4 did freſpaſſc, 
Therekoꝛe god für, mercie at vou J aske. 

Then ſaid the Knight, By him that mercie made, 
Stretch yee not ſcoꝛth pour arme but moꝛe abade: 
Mhere J intend of your blood to haue part, 
I ſhall haue all the heart blood of your heart. 
To the Barbour alſo hee ſaid in plaine, 

Dee that pee cut a great hole in the veine, 
+ D2by Saint George the ſame thing pee ſhall haue, 
Fo your reward that ſhee ſhould now recctue: 
The Barbour ſeeing hee got ſo ſoze a char ge, 
Mee made a wound that was both deepe and large, 
On that one arme while that the blood ran downe, 
Aboundantlie and with great effuſion: 

— Which ſo2 to ſtanch the Knight wold nothing thole 
But rather bade moze larger make the hole, 

Unto the time hee ſaw her change colour. 

That wound to ſtanch hee charged the Barbour. 
And bade him ſtraike into that other arme, 

Als great a wound wy-reof hee thought no harme. 
ſaid, Yusband, haue mercie now on mee, 

J am ſo weake, I truſt ſhoꝛtlie to die: 

[ Then ſaid the Ruight, pe ſhould haue thoght on this 
© Dnce twile, and thꝛiſe, when pee commited mis: 
| Which cauleth mee right ſo e againſt my aa 
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The ſenen Sages. 
Of your wilde blood ſo much to ſee youſpill: 
Foꝛ I ſure yon hee lines not vpon life, pro. 62. 
That would haue dꝛawne ſo much blood of my wife 
Except my ſelfe thereto had giuen conſent, ll 
But doubt that one of vs ſhould ſoꝛe repent, 
But at this time your owne light wilfulneſſe, | 
Vath cauſed mee on this maner you dꝛeſle, 
Foz pee haue done ſuch wicked turnes th2ee, 
; | (Wlberefo2ze but doubt now puniſht thou muſt bee, 
Then the Barbour canoe her lay f@2th on b:eed, © | 
That other arme, that hee might cauſe her bleed. | 
And then hee trake vpon the other ſide, 
Into her arme a wound both deepe and wide, 
While that the blood aboundantlie ran downe, 
That alt belecude that ſhee ſhould fall tnſwourn. 
With a weake voyce ſhee cryde right pittioullie, 
e, By ſweete husband haue pittie now on mee: 
» | F092 J beleeue becanſe J am pour wife, 
y ee touet not that J ſhould loſe my life. 
dle Then ſaid the Knight to the Barbour againe, 
I thinke it beſt that pee now ſtanch yon veine. 
Now pꝛeſently no moꝛe pee let it bleed, "i 
The Barbour ſaid, So ſhall J ſir indeede. i 
That beeing done, theKnight hee gaue command; i 
To his Seruants, that they ſhonld ſone fra hand | 
Put her in bed, that ſhee may get ſome rell, 
The Barbour ſaid, God fir, J thinke it beit. 
bis Then bade hee her remember in her minde, 
In time bygone how ill ſhee was inclinde, 
And mille amend, o2 J heght by the rode, 
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Their owne Huſie to put her fo ſome reſt, 
Do in her bedthey happed her eaſilie, 
When thep belceude nothing but her fo die. 
Shce beeing laide ſoftlie into her bed, 
Veauie in heart, right faint and all fozebled, 

A dameſell thee bade in all the haſte, 

Fetch her Mother ere ſher yelded the Ghaift: 
Uho in all haſte that to her Pother talde. 
Your Daughter ſone the ſpirit ſhe will vppald. 
If p come not. J ſay to peu truelie, 

- Sh&e1s ſo faint, we trow all ſhe ſhall dis: 
Then the Mother inquired ſecretlic, 

Mhat was the cauſe of her infirmitie ? 

The Dameſell to her the faſhion ſaid, 

| Enhercof the Mother was both blyth and glad, 
That her daughter ſo trimlic was cozrected: 
VYowbetit that ſhee theſamine not ſuſpected, 
Soon ſhee came vnto her Daughters place, 
To conſider the faſhion and the cace: 

And alone as ſhee heard her Pother ſpeake, 
MPMplucte other, ſaid ſhee, J you beſake, 
To ſet you downe, and reſt at my bed- head, 

! Fo2 Þbelenenothing but onelie dead. 

Ot my bodie ſo much blood J haue bled, 
That J on ſoꝛce behoued to take bed: 
Chzough verie fault and kecblenelle of blood, 


Chen the Barbour at this gwd eltering Knight, 
Receive his wage, and at him toke god night, 
Then the Seruants i in minde they thought it beit, 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
Chat of my life J trow to bee denude. 
The Mother ſaid, my ſweete daughter and deare, 
Told 5 pou not a woꝛd was not in worre. 
Chat ay old men was ſharpe and bitter fell, 
Night outragtons, deſpitefull and eruell. 
Howbeit ſometime a fault they map oderſck, 
Pet at the laſt they would it puniſh hie. 
My daughter now a queſſ ion J willſpere, C 
Vowbeit ve bee right weake, and iping here: 
Tell ma the trueth, and open to me pour bretiff, 
In time comming ik pe will loze the D2icft? 1 
[ho ſatd againe, Mother, alace let be, 1 
d worlds ſhame take all the Pꝛieſts foꝛ me: 
The high vengeanceofthe great God aboue, 
ot quell them all, ere J one of them loue: 
But mine huſband that is both deare andlwert, 
There is no man in wo2ld fo2 me fo met. 
The Mother ſaid, Why ſhould pee haue deſpite, 
At the poꝛe PDꝛieſt, oꝛ giuehim any wite? 
T 02 J beleue pour minde hee never knew, 
Noꝛ in ſuch caſe hee did pou not perſew : 1 
But well X know, what thing was caulde pou dude 
The wantonnelle and aboundance of blcod, 
Ahich J beleeneat this time now pe Want, 
Foꝛ pes behovb'd haue ſomething pou to dant, 
Mother ſaid ſhee. J pꝛap vou let mee reſt, 
Aboue dil men mine huſband J think beſt. 
The Paſter then ſaib to the Empercur, 
Dir, haue pee tane this tale well in ozder, 
And conftd2ed thereof the moꝛall ſenſe, 

W 
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The Emperour ſaid, Palter, vy my conſcience; 
It is the beſt and verie lpefull tale, 

That ever I heard this many yeares but kale. 
To her huſband ſhe did ſhꝛewd turnes thꝛæ: 
Feirſt ſhee cutted this noble tender tree: 

Then llew his hound, which was but a dumb beaſt 
And then thirdly niisfaſhioned all his feaſt. 
At hee had thold the fourth fo2 to bene done, 
At ſhould haue bꝛought him to confuſion ſone. 
The aſter ſaid, J counſell you heerefvze, 

Achke to pour wife, giue her credence no moꝛe. 
Slax ve your ſsn (foz her woꝛds) vnoffended, 
Be ſhall foꝛthinke when ye can no way mend it. 
The Emperour ſaid, J ſaid to pou truely, | 
My ſonne this day fo2 your ſake ſhall not die. 
The Maſter ſaid, J thanke pour noble Grace, 6 
Tat fo2 my ſake bath pardonde him ſuch ſpace; 
Do tokehis leaue, as could him well effœre, 
And ſo homeward to his owne houſe could ſpœte- 
| Ere wee pꝛocted now tothe Empꝛelle tale, 
Some wee will talkeof the Poctours but fails, 


| 


| YEE! may perceave now by this tale, 
1 Good counſell is of great avale, 
Who that will take it well in head: 
From vice to vertue it ſhall him lead; 
And ay bee rulde with a good reed, 

i This is forſooth but faile. 


0 


|  Goodcounſell is 2 precious thing, 
Either to Emperour or to King, li 


The ſeven Sages, 
It lats all thing for co goe wrang, 

Ihe King nor Emperour never wrangs 
Who if they want good counſel! lang, 
With rule they ſhall not ting. 


All great perrils it ſets aſide, 
With wiſedome it doth all provide: 
God it grants to all degrees, 

But many ſo falt from it flees, 
While they bee ſee vpon their knees, 
Ihey haue no grace to guide. 


This young woman had ſore off ended, 
If her mother had condeſcended, 
To her daughters vnwiſe conceat, 
In her contrare ſhee made debate, 
And cauſde her goe another gate, 
Good counlell lo defended. 


The mother was great to allow, 
Thae cauſde her deughrer to her bow, 
Through good counlell once,twice andithriſe 
Saying, Daughter, ſee thou bee wiſe, 
Take not in hand ſuch enterpriſe, 
Except thou it avow. 


And ſo by counſell of her Dame, 
Shee continucd her glaiked game, 
How beir ſhee rang in ramping rage, 
Good counſell cauſde her to aſſwage, 
While that the Barbour for his wage, 
Made her mecke as a Lambe, 


Say yee not but it was deſpite, 
Firlt cut the tree, the Hound to ſmite, 
M 2 
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hen caſt the table ſo reckle ſlie, 
How can ſh:e well excuſed bee, 
thee was witeleſſe a little wie, 
Wantonneſſe had the wyte. 


And heat of blood was aboundant, 

Whereof ſome part ſnhee might well ware: 
er husban i then tooke well in head, 

o hee thereof ſhould get remead- 
here hote blood was, hee layde cold Lead, 

nd this wile could her dant. 
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So when her mother came ts ſee, 
hether if ſhee would liue ot die: 
Who ſaid, Daughter for my requeſt, 
Now lay thine hand on thine owne breſt, 
And (ee if thou wilt loue the Prieſt, 
Ceaſe, mother, let that bee, 


K ——— — — we, 


For had not beene your good counſel, 
Bur recure / had ſhamde my leil, 
And Nee know, 1 was right thra, 
*orall your ſawes to come therefra: 
Now thankes to God it is not fa, 
ood counlell beares che bell. 
The Prieſt of all this was witeleſſe, 
If my bawdric and bruckelueſſe, 
For hee thereof never thing knew, 
lor I to him not ſuch thing ſhew. 
zut was in purpoſe to perſew, 
erefore hee was ſakeleſſe. 


Voung vomen heerefore in your flowres, 
hough yee thinke pride of paramours, 
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The ſeven Sages. 
Take heere example how l am, 
And ſet aſide ſuch lawleſle game, 
Or yee ſhall ſore repent che-dame,: - + » 
The tyme Was mine as yours, 


Yee old men that are come to age, 
Young women into marriage, 
In no manner is for you meet, 
They are wanton and full of heat, 
To you is ſowre that they thinke ſweet, 
And skant to get for wage. 


Therefore in tyme yee ſhould correct them 
With aw and labour yee ſhould breake them: 
Let them not brawle on everie binke, 

Foras yee brew ſo ſhall yee drinke, 
Perchance haue matter to forthinke, 
And great cauſe to ſuſpect them,. 


To this talking yee ſhould take tent, 
Orafcerwards yte fhall repent, 
When yee are made leb Themſans man, 
Then ſhall yee brawl, then ſhall yee ban, 
And When remead none find yee can, 
But all wich ſhame over ſhent. 


Now are yee warnde, I bid adew, 
Wee are to good where wee are trew, 
There is too few is faithfull found. 
Some cuts the tree, ſome kills the hound, 
Some caſts the table to the ground, 
As! did that /rew, | 
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4 prove to the fourth De@our, 


Aud honour, praiſe, aud thankes an hundreth fold, 

ro the Doctour, for the Tale thou haſt told, 
That ſa / ed hath the childes life for a day, 

| And quenched hath the Emperours boaſt ſo bold, 

In great malice: Who that but mercie would 

| . owne ſonne ſlaine, but thou him cauſde ſay nay, 

|Fhough yon quick feind doth all that ever ſhee may, 

{Fo haue him ſlaine, but wee ſhall all defy her, 

Within few dayes on red Warte wee ſhall cry her. 


_—_ 


The declaration of the Empreſſe 
| fifr Tale, 


\ 1 he Empꝛice hearing the child was pet not dead 
A new conceat then foke ſhe in her head: 


| 
if 
ih 
f 


de cariage hoꝛſe that wold dꝛaw waines 4x cairts. 
nd filled the ſame with everie loꝛt ol geare, 

d eroznament and clothes that the ſhould weare, 
e her fo paſſe vnto her father hame, 

Japing ſhee would no longer thole ſuch ſhame, 

;S thee dayly did that all men might ſ&, 

nd therevpon could not revenged be: 

Mherefo:c ſhe would at her father ſæke mends, 
Nhom on ſhe ſaid all her hope cleane depends, 


pe ſervants ſo perceaving her intent, 
ke . ther ſhew intoatinent: 
| ſt in halt to her but moꝛe pꝛoceſſe, 
* xd rde the cauſe of all ſuch buſtnefſe 2 
re make pe to? o whether will ye goe? 
. What 


ö ough all the towne cauſde ſ& in ſundzie airts, 
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hat is the cauſe that thou art moved ſo? 
dhe ſayes, J will but any moꝛe delay, 

To my father the hie gate make the wap, 
here J map haue both ſolace, mirth, and game, 
But now J haue the contrare of the lame. 
Zherefoze J muſt purſue where I may get it, 
Foz af this tyme pee cauie mee now foꝛget it. 
TheCmperourſaid, will ye get mozeſolace, 
N92 bide with me? I trow into no place: 

F02 J had hope there was no man on life, 
Mas better lov'd than J with his owne wife. 
Now perceiue the verie cleane coafrare, 
That bownes away in other places to far. 
She ſaid, My Lo2d, fo2 that cauſe J depart, 
Foꝛ J ioue you with ſo an perfect heart, 

That J had rather of pour death to heare tell, 
Then bee pꝛeſent, and fo2 to ſe t my ſell. 

Of our Maſters ve take far moze velpte, 

To heare their tales all told in my deſpite, 
That Jam quite put f{w2th of pour credence: 
Px giue to them ſuch inward attendence: 
Therekoꝛe it hall chance pou cre all bee gane, 
Far woꝛſe then did vnto Octaviane: 

Which this Empyꝛe, as ye now pꝛeſentlie 
Bad fo2 to guide, and dyed in miſerie, 

He was ſo falſe, and als ſo covetous» 

That his ſubjects held him fo odions; 

They were conſtrainde fo2 his great falſitie, 
To eird him quicke foz all his dignitie, 
Becauſe each man ſo cobetous did him hold, 


They 
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| hey veat his mouth fullof — melted gold, 
To whom (qroth he) let not ſuch thing be ſaid, 
Thatof falſetſ he blame to mec bee laid: 
Se laid, But doubt the blame lves all on you, 
| | 40? dap by dap all time ve cauſe mee trow, 
| Pour ſonne ſhould die, and vet he living is, 
And well you know that hee did a great mille: 
TCTherekoꝛe belcuec that ebermeꝛe tom hence, 
In that behalte ! giue pou no credence. 
The Emperour ſaid, it becomes not a Bing. 
| Without cou: ſell to diſcuſſe everie thing: 
And in \peciall foꝛ to giue judgement, 

On mine owne lonne without good aviſement, 
TCherekfoze Madame, J pꝛap youheartfullic, 
Chat væ would ſhow lome example to mee, 
ITherthzough J map my realme w wiſdome guide 
And to my ſelte an eaſie life pꝛovide. 
| She ſaid, J will ſome ſtoꝛie to you ſhow, 
1CUM hereby ye may wecllandperfecty know, 
| {To rule pour realme, and hold pour ſclfe perfife: 
Do pe will make pouokſeven Maſters quite, 
Ok their counſell pou are to covetous, 
Andok their tales pou are to deſirous: 
Pet not the leſle my tale fœꝛth ſhall J ſap, 
Wut if ve pleale, the ſentence beare away, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
1 


Me © foze our dayes there was both heard and ſcene 
L Diiings+Emperours into this town hath biene, 
HAmongſt there, J remember on ane, 
Apich called was to name Octaviauc, 
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Do covefous as hee was to win gold, 
J never read one fo2med on the mold. 

The Citizens that time as J heardſay , 

Zhey had great warres with all about them lay, 
And all nations right cruelly they danted, 
Mhere they tribute, 02 any manred wanted: 
While that it come to ſuch hote point of were, 
Chat all nations in their contrare did ſteere. 


The fetten Cages, 


In that meane time there was a Paſter clarze, 
D weliing in Rome, right cunning in his warke, 
Called Virgil the w. hich in Arithmeticke, * 
Her was ſo ſlie that no man was found ſicke. 

The Citizens this Clarke thep did require, £ 
That he would wozk and win from them god hire, 
To find ſome way by his craft and cunning, 

Fo2 to ingraue ſome image oꝛ ſuch thingy 

Ok his pꝛactick, ingine oz induſtrie, 

Subtile Science, oꝛ pet Necromancie: 1 
Wherebythat they might haue perkeg knowledge, 
Ahen enemies to warfare made vopage, 
And toeichew from all adverſitte, 

4d ſet foꝛeward their owne pꝛoſperitie. | 
whereby they might pꝛovide their purveyance, 
To good 02 ill whether that it did chance. | 
The Citizens then with this cunning Clarke, 
Made one accoꝛd, and io fell to his warke. 
TWithin the Towne hee bnilded vp a Towꝛe, 
Of a great height and als of great valour, 
And (ef vpon the ſa min towꝛes head, 
Skeat! images of Tin, of Bꝛaſte, and Lead 


—ä —— 
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q great 


Asreat number by 1 owne deſcriptions, 

As many as in the wozld Regions. 

' In the mids of that ſamin towze of height, 

A great image h ſet to all mens ſight: 

And in the hand it bare a golden ball, 
As it ſhonlo be ne the maſter of them all, 

| And eachone of the reſt had by them ſell, 

{1 

| 
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Into their hand a little ringing bell. 

And furnde their face to the ſame Region. 

Co tbem aſſignde, and toke dominion: 

At any Realme and Region vp would riſe, 

In contrare Rome, oz rebell any wiſe, 

Then that image to any each Region, 

0 At bad reſpec oz pet dominion, 

Mou moue the face, and alſo ring the bell. 

And them to warne it would not faile to tell. 

Eben the Romanes ere any focs wilt, 

1 That rebellion they role foꝛ to r eſiſt. 

ö And armedthem in all the feates of were, 
As them became, oꝛ to them could effœre. 

bh nd ſo ſmall land there was in Chziſtendome, 

But by that way was made ſubject to Rome. 

Mherethꝛough they wan great woꝛſhip + honours, 

Pyr all the wozld they were cal'dConquerours. 

#"-his being done, this noble cunning Clarke, 

An Romes towne he made another warke, 

Mhich was a fire continually burning, 

Soth night and day, and never had llockning, 

To the people, being a great comfozt, 

| polace and mirth, blythneſte and mækle Tas 

| | 0 
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wo bathing Fatts he made Lithia the towne, 
othe Commontie great Conſolatioun. 
he one was told, pꝛeparde foz Summers ſcaſon, 
he other hote foz Winter, which was reaſon: 
any man his body would refreſh, 
alle to the one, therewith her might him weſh⸗ 

ctwirt theſe bathes and this continuall light, 
n image made of great ſtature and hate. 
Uith ſuch ingine ſo long as there it (ad, 
he fire ſhould burne, and als the bathes doe good. 
n whoſe fozehead was w:itten with letters fyne, 
tho ſtrikes me down great treaſure they ſhail tine 
ad moꝛe attour it may fall ſuch a chance, 
Uhen they haue done to take a great vengeance. 
his image was made with ſuch craftineſſe, 
Uhile that it od, and tholed no diſtrefe, 
he firelaſfed, and never moze went out, 
he two bathes ſtood in their owne play bat doubt, 
Uhile at the laſt a cunning Clarke paſt by, 
ad this image perfectly could eſpy. 
he Waiting read, and fo himſelfchee ſaid, 
Uhat like vengeance can on a man be laid, 
); what treaſure may any man now tpne, 
hat rikes the downe, oꝛ puts the to raine? 
Sat J beleue rather hid that there bee, 
inder thy fete ſome great ſummes of monep, 
ome rich jewells of gold, oꝛ ſome treaſure, 
hat thou art ſo ſet bp with ſuch honour: 
his J belæue, and is the liklpeſt, 
nd ſo at ſhozt that image downe her keſt. 


To 
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To that cect ſome treaſure to obtene, 

But none hee gote, becauſe none there had bane; 
But ſo ſcone as that image fell but doubt, 
Incontinent the fire was quenched out: 

The bathes two were vaniſht oat of ſight, 

Did never god, no2 after had no might. 

The poꝛe people hereof was very loꝛte, 

That they were ſo deſtitute of glozte: 

Both of their bathes, and of their laſting light, 
Mhich to them did great comfo2t dap and night: 
Saying echone with loud voice to the aire, 
Curſt mot he be 02 now and evermaire, 

That vs ſo quite of tomkfozt hath made cleene, 
That wee ſo long in conſuctude hath bene, 

Fo2 his pleaſure, and pꝛofite ſingulare, 

Ade be fo him with ſturt and mekle care: 

Pet not the leſte there treaſure gote he none, 
And cur pleaſure all quite away is gone. 

In this meane time was living Kings thꝛer. 

To whom Romances had done great villanie, 

Bp great murther and malice them moleſt, 
Mith cruell warres and laughter them opp2eſt: 
D 1 whom they would right faine revenged bene: & 
Do to counſell theſe thꝛ Rings did convene, 


With their Barons, their Loꝛds, and their knight 


And other men of great wiſedome and mights, 
Mob that thep might on Rome re venged bee, 
Fo: their laughter and their great villanie, 
Unto them done in diverſe tyines bywent, 
And could no waves on them get aflithinent. 8 


The ſeven Sages. 
hen diverſe dayes they had at coynſell bene, 
: ue of them laid, this availes not a pꝛæne: 
eeir might is far abone all our puiſlance, 
hereſoꝛe wee thinke ſome other conbeyance, 
lee muſt attempt, and new conccats couſider, 
here koʒe let all our wits now goe together. 
hen foure old Knights that was of counſcll god, 
zeloꝛe theſe Rings andLo2ds vp thep ftw; 
paying theſe wozds, we think we wozke in vaine, 
t: En this matter ſo long fo2 to remaine 
"Wo: trueth it is, While their great towze epſtands, 
lith images and bells into their hands, 
Nubich warnes them when amy Region will riſe, 
n their contrare then paſſe they to deviſe 
demead thereſo2c, what land agaiuſt them ſteercs, 
Uith all defence and cruell feat of weeres; 
wee mult run vpon an other bv2d, 
chew the deepe, and calt vs to the fc2d. 
Then ſaid the Kings, what think pee belt ta doc? 
zuoth they, pleaſe pee our counſell to ſtand to: 
20 that pee will thercon to make the coſt, 
Mee ſhall poupleaſe, oz elle cur heads vee loſt. 
Then ſaid the Kings, foz colt doe pee not ſpare, 
Therekoze pee ſhall bee anſwered, and far mare. 
6 Then ſaid the Knights te matter ſandeth thus, 
P ctaviane pce know is covetous, 
And loveth gold (vee know) aboue meaſure: 
Theretoꝛe hee muſt bee beinded with treaſure: 
Che ſi ght of gold will make him fo inclind, 


o all our ſawes hee hath gold ſo in minde, | 
Packed 
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Packed full welt foure punſhions to the head, 
Yee mnt furniſh of coined gold ſo red: 
Mith good con boy, and oꝛderly crpenſe, 
Mhile that wee get the Cmperonrs pꝛeſence. 
This being done, get pee not your intent. 
Wee ſhall all four tyne liues, lands, and rents. 
The Ring ſatd, goe to, it ſhall be& done: 
They made fozeward, the gold was gotten ſone, 
Fourefutl punſhtons of gold that was ſo bztght, 
To Romes towne they bꝛought within the night: 
No man knowing what there within was cloſed, 
To their purpoſe when they thinke fhem diſpoſed; 
Cheſe foure punſhions in foure ſundꝛie parts, 
In Romes towne they hid at diverſe partes: 
Dome in full ſeas, in dzaw Wells, and in dikes, 
Low in the earth, and ſome they ſanke in ſikes, 
This being done, thep came right quyetly, 
To their Heſtage, and lap downe p:1vily, 
And on the moꝛne at time of day they roſe, 
With good intent. aud to the Palace goes: 


And ſo belpne as they paſt vp the ſtret, 


It chanced them the Emperour fo2 to mæt: 
They hailſed him with reverence as effœred, 


# Againe at them right patiently hee ſpared, 
From whence they came, oꝛ what ſervice could doe 


To what ſcience they were moſt able to: 


” Whoanſwered him intothcir beſt manner, 


} From far countries to your Grace commed heere: 


#* UTrce are Spa⸗men, ſwoth-ſayers, and divpners: 


To ſerue ycur Grate, and als pour counſellers, 
And can diſcuſſe all dꝛeames right cunninglp, 
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And fell thereof the trueth and veritie⸗ 
And all hid geare that is put out of ſight, 
le can it find, and tbereto goe at right, 
But our owne dꝛeames our crafts, and als ingine, 
Though it were hid a thouſand peares ſpne, 

And we haue heard that your grace bath pleaſure, 
In ſuch behalfcs, and therein faketh cure, 

And if pour Grace at vs will ſuch require, 

Mee arc readie to fulfill pour deſire. 

t: By day oꝛ night into all kinde of ſo2k, 

Mith heart andminde pour Grace fo2 to comfo2f. 
The Emperour then conſidering inhis minde, 

Vo theſe foure men to ſuch things were inclinde, 
And knew right well that into Romes Citie: 
Great ſummes of gold was hid right qupetlp, 
Whcreof hee could get no perfea knowledge, 
Erceptſuth men as theſe bc had in wage: 

Do covetice and greedineſſe of geare: 

Haſtie credence which all men ſhould fo2beare, 
Blinded his thought, and cauſde his wits ſurvey, } 
Cauſde him to ſone to their bidding obey, 

And ſo at ſhoꝛt the Emperour ts agreed 

With theſc fourt men, and faithfully them fe'd; 
Whom to bee ſaid, Gd Sirs, J will you pꝛoue, 
And ik pee bee ſuch men foꝛ my behone, 

As pee haue ſaid. pee ſhall haue god reward, 

Cach one of pou but doubt ſhall ber a Laird: 
And entered with thankes into mine Youſe, 
Amongſt my Loꝛds with gifts full gloꝛious. 
Lhey ſaid againe, And pleace pour Pajeſtie, 


ne jeven as ges. 


No moꝛe reward at your Grace cobet wee, 

But the one halfe of it wee doe obtœne. 

Under the earth as ſhall bc clearelp ſence, 

By our ingines, our dꝛeames and our ſoꝛeſighks, 
Mithin few peares we meane fo mend our mights, 
The Tmperour ſaid Goe doe as vc devile, 

Pe take on hand a wo2thie enterpꝛiſe. 

Then ſaid they all vnto the Emperour, 

Mhis night (my Loꝛd) if it bee your pleaſure, 
Co the eldeſt of vs fo? fo grant leeue, 

Bis cleane cunning this ſame night fo? fo pꝛeue, 
By his owne dꝛeame what hee can compgehcud, 
And what thereof ſhall bee the finall end, 

And thereakter we ſhall in dapes the, 
 Whewto pour Grace theresk the veritie. 
hat it betokens, and what thcrcof (hall come, 
To pour pleaſure pe ſha/l know ail and ſumme. 

The Emperour laid, Goc to, Jam content, 
So take god- night, and all foure fo2th they went, 
Merie in heart, right blyth and vcr:e glad, 
Do gad anſwere that they oblaiued had: 
| Maſt fœꝛth that tyme in ſcozne and derifion, 
Bel bing well the great tow2e to get downe, 
# CThꝛa dapes und nights being paſt and comvlete, 
CThele foure keſt them with the Em perour toinet, 
1 55 eldeſt ſaid, And pleaſe pour noble Grace, 
To paſſe with vs, and wer ſhall ſhew the place, 
tu bhere that a Tun of red Gold lpes hid. 

The Emperour ſatd, J will doe as pee bid. 

Chen haſtclic they came vnto the place, 25 
4 | Ohe 
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Che eldeſt ſais, And pleaſe your noble Grace, 

As Jbeleue, there is of gold ſocleare, 3 
A tun ſtrakefull in this placelping here. 

Cuen ſo mp'dzeame fo2footh vnto pon ſhew, 

And J doubt not, but wee ſhall finde it true. 

Chen all the ſoure to delue they foks in hand, 

nd as they ſaid, rigbt ſo the gold they kand, 

[hich gold befoꝛe into that ſamine place, 
Themſelues had hid agoe, but a ſhoꝛt ſpace. 

Vet not the leſſe the Emperours kantaſie, 

Trowde they had found the gold in veritie, 
Mhich when her ſaw, hee was right wonder glad, 
UAAith merie theare vnto the foure hee ſatd, 

Ok this found golo the one halfe pee ſhall haue, 

Che other halte J ſhall canſe to receiue, 

Che next dꝛeamer ſaid to the Emperour, 

Now fals tomee ie it bee your pleaſure: 

t. | Þy night.about to dzeame if I can finde, 

2 Þ nie mo2e gold if ſome bee left behinde: 
The Emperour ſaid, God ſend you ſuch kurdꝛance, 
As this ſame dap your bꝛother gofe by chance : 1! 
The next Right came, and like wiſe did the day, 
The next dꝛeamer to the Emperour can ſay, 
Ber of comſoꝛt, and if it pleaſe pour Grace: 
Tbis Night J dꝛeamed ot moꝛe gold in a plate, 
Which in choꝛt time your Noble Grace ſhall knolo 
Ind God willing theſame thall fo pon ſhow, 
And ſo hee did, whereofhce was right vlith, 
UUhom to gladlie the Emperour ſaid full ſwith, 
Take pour dwne part, gr I ſhall fake the other. 


—— 
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47 Foz yce haue done as well as did your bꝛother, 
Do die the thirdon the ſamine likewiſe, 
Alſwa the fourth toke that ſame enterpaiſe, 
Tachone of them found to the Emperour, 
A Tun of gold with riches and freaſare. 
Whey caulde the king to them gine confidence, 
As they had found the gold by their ſctence. 
Themſelues did hide that gold vnder the ground, 
And caulde all trow the ſame that they had found: 
The Emperour (o with gold hee was beguilde, - 
And with their light and ſcience was ou'rſtlde. 
Motwithſtanding the one halle he them gave, 
Nuo wiſe truſting that they ſhould him deceiue: 
=; Ind when either of them had tane their part, 
The Emperour was right jocund in heart: 
Ba them aduanc' de, and ſaid they were moſt trew, 
Wk ſoothſayers that cucr yet he knew. 
And moſt expert intotheir owne Science, 
$} Mhateuer was by his intelligente. | 
+; Theppercetuing the Emperour was content 
ö Df their doings they ſaid with one conſent, 
Mp Lo2d, war haue each one our night about, 
| Dꝛeamed our dzeams, which ve haue heard but dout 
Ot veric truech andhauepzoucdindede, 
vet furthermoze ya will thole vs p2oceede, 
10 woe we all ſoure together dꝛeame this night, 
So ſhall our dꝛeame haue the moꝛe ſtrengthe might 
mo trult if there within this Citie be, 
17 Any hid gold, great jewels oꝛ monez:: 
3 Wee ſhall it haue by our d2cames and ingine, 
; 4 | Thou) 
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Though it were hid a thouſand peeresſen ſy ne. 

caberthzongh pour Grace ſhalbe enrich d with gold 

That pour compare ſhall not be in the Polde, 

And wee dout not, but right well vnderſtands. 

That there is gold tenthouſand of thouſands, 

Mithin the wals hid of this ſame Citie, 

Mhereof but doubt god knowledge get ſhall we, 

Lhe Emperour ſaid, Goe fo, Jam content, | 

Do that ye finde where there is gold and Kent: 

They twke god- night, all toure, and ſaid, Adew, 

Crcept themſclues , was none their mindes knew: 

Do on the moꝛ ne appꝛoaching the ninth houre, 

Thep came all foure befoꝛe the Emperour. 

Mhom to thep ſaid with gwdlic countenance, 

p, | Þy Lozd, bee blith, foꝛ wee haue good tithance, 

Foꝛ wee all foure haue dꝛeamed this ſame night, 

Into our fleepe wee haue ſ&ne ſuch a ſight, 

Ok burning gold ſo wonder great plentie, 

Do much at once J trow few ſaw with eye: 

Mill per iuffer theſamine to bee ſonght, 

To your pꝛofite but ftay it thall bee bꝛought. ! 

Then ſhall ver haue of gold ſuch aboundance, , 

That all the wozld ſoz gold ſhall pou aduance- 

Or the great towꝛe ( quoth they) into the ground, 

All this riches of Gold is to bee found: | 

Lhe Emperour ſaid, The great God me defend, 

To ſuch awozk that A neuer intend, | 
The mightie Towꝛe where that the image ſtands, 

#02 ts put downe with anp mans hands. 

Which was builded by * "0 ſo bounteous, 

2 
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' 0 done colflie of ſummes ſo ſumpfuons, 
| Als warnes vs by their ſmall bels ringing, 
if Ot enemies if they bee vpꝛiſing: 
Ok all Regions either by far oz nere, 
It they pꝛetend againſt vs to make were. 
Therefoze J can by no way giue conſent, 
To ſtere that Towꝛe foz any gold o2 rent. 
They laid, By Uoꝛd, haue y& not found all trew, 
. b That wee all foure in any ſoꝛt pou ſhew, 
Dee ſaid, Your wit andDcicnce J commend, 
And als your trueth therein J will defend: 
Alſo pour craft, pour lawtie and honour, 
But J cannot conſent to touch the Towꝛe. 
WMhich is to vs great conſolat ion, 
J vill not thole no wiſe to put it downe, 
Chep laid, My Lo2d, will pe gtuc vs credence, 
7 With our owne hands and on our owne erpence, 
Me ſhall not faile to obtaine the treaſure, 
And in uo ſozt thereby to hurt the Towze - 
Po images, noꝛ pet the bels that rings, 
To laue all ſuch wee can doe ſandzie things, 
le ſhall doe it ſo quietlie in the night, 
Mone but wee fonre thereof ſhall get a ſight, 

It it be done on dap-light patentlie, 
"> Dye people then ſhould cry out openlp, 
And rumour riſe cnt thzongh the whole Regioun, 
Chat pe fo2 gold ſhuld the great towze bzeak down!Mr 
Me Hall ſo wozke, that neither ground no2 toto, 
7 . Shall thole diſt telle, oz yet take diſpleaſure, 
The Emperourfaid, When all folkes are at a 
1 ' 
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To finde the gold noe doe as pee thinke beſt, 
And a the Moꝛne ſhall come and viſte yon, 


Nhat gold pee get, and where pe wo2ke and how, 


Take there my Ring fo? a token erp2elle, 

Mithin the Towꝛe that yo get gladentreſſe: 
theſe foure came on at Euen when it was late, 
Antothe Tow2e they make the neereſt gate: 

Calde the Captaine, the Ring vnto him ſhew, 
MNho ſaid fo them, The Ring right well her knew: 
He them inquirde what was their great credence, 
And they him ſhew the whole tale and ſentence: 
And ſo at ſhoꝛt theſe foure fell to labour, 

To pike and howke; and vndermine the fow2e, 
Ahile it dad neither power, {frength no2 might. 
Mithin three dapes vnkalne to ſtand vpꝛight, 
This being done, on the third Moꝛne ere dap, 

They leapt on ho2ſe, and pꝛiuilie ſtale away. 

To their owne land with great blithneſſe and jop, 
That found the caſt that great Towꝛe to deſtrop: 
But ere they wan fo2thof ſi ght off the Towne, 


90 on the Moꝛne when all folke did vpꝛiſe, 


They (aw the Towꝛe was kalne on ſuch a wiſe, 


8 Lhe Denatours thereof they toe diſcomfozt, 
And tothe Emperour the faſhion could repoze , 
And ſaid, God Lozd, how hath occurr'd this cace, 


Which daplie was our Watch, andcomfo2ting: 
.ontrareonr foes, and made vs aye warning. 
He ant werde them, To me thers came foure men. 
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Lhey ſod all foure and ſaw the CTowꝛe fall done 
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That our great Towꝛe is faln? in ſo ſhozt ſpace, 
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a © Ehomof befo2e J neuer did them ken: 
And ſhew to mee that they were ſcoth-ſayers, 
But now I ſe that they ate great deceiuerers, 
And ſlware fo2 trueth, and alſo to me ſhew, 
By their dꝛeaming where gold was hid they knew ; 
; ti And cauſde mer trow within the towzes ground, 
7 A thouſand million of red gold ſhould bee found: 

. 10 And not hurting the Towze noꝛ pet image, 
LCDo doe the lame J gaue them godlie wage: | 
And lo to them J gaue to great credence, 


Tal 


Mherethzough is falne great inconuenience. | 
They anſwer'd him, Foz his great couetice, 
Pour greedinelle, and burning avarice, 
0 And toꝛ pour lone to gold and great delite, 
That pee thereof had ſuch an appetite: 
Shall we therefoꝛe all be deſtroyde at once, 
Nay, the firſt wꝛacke ſhall light vpon pour bones, 
b But moꝛe p2oceſle to the Lolbooth him led, 
And on his backe they caſt him in a bed, 
i And powr'd his mouth of melted golde there fow, 
Daping to him, Take ther enoughof it now ; 
Thou coueted gold with ſo gredie deſire, 
Chou haſt vs tint, and all the whole Empire: 
Fo the great luſt of gold which thou didit haue, 
This beeing done, they put him quicke in graue, 
: Foz grædineſle ot gold this was his end, 
; 
þ 


Which at his death a mnyte-could not him mend: 
Not long alter came in theſe lings thzee, 

kr in warfare, with a potent armie: 

n right well the Cowes was caſten _ 


The ſeuen Sages. 
And fo they laide a great ſiege to the Towne, ] 
Mhich they ou'rcame;and caſt down clean the wall 
And ſoat ſhozt Rome was deſtroped all. 

¶ The Empꝛice ſaid, Pane ye tane well my Lozy 

Theſe woꝛds in head that J now did reco2d: 

I thanke vou foꝛſœth therefoꝛe, Madame ſaid he, 

Foz pe& haue folde a noble tale to mee: 

Then could thee ſay, this Towꝛe with this image, 

Betokens nought but pour owne perſonage: 

Joꝛ loke ſo long as pee liue in this life, | 
here is no u ing that dare raiſe war oꝛ ffrife | 
In pour contrare, o; pet within your land, | 
Do long as pe are on life now liuand: „* -- 
And that pour Donne doth verie well conſider, 

| 


| 
| : 
| 


UUith the counſell of the Paſters together: 
UUith their falſe tales and kained narration, 
Bow they ſhould finde the way to put you downe, 
Zo great pleaſure to heare them all pee haue, 1 
And their minde is but doubt pou to deceine: 
4s theſe foure this Towꝛe to ruine bꝛought, it 
Lhcſe Maſters ſo would bzing pou euen to noughf, || 
And vndermine and calt pou vnder fate, | 
This is the cauſe they daylie to you ſute, 

The images that ſo much money coſt, 

Js pour fine wits, which they belieue is loſt, 

Fo: ſo childiſh and ſoft thep you percetue, 

The whole Empyꝛe from pou ſo would they haue: 
The Emperour ſaid, That each tale that pe tell, 
I perceine well may bee tolde by my ſell; 
UThecefoze they ſhall not make of me the Toluꝛe. 
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d2 pet change met as vid the Emperour: 
11s falſet that they deale with 1 ſce, 
Wberefaze the (Powne my Sonne ſhall hanged be - 
be Empꝛice laid, Mill vee your Won cauſe hang, 
pe ſhall bee blith, farewell and als liue lang- 
| So the nert day the Emperour gane command, 
To take his Sonne and hang him vp frahand. 
Lo the gallous as they were him leading, 
ll Che fift Balter came fooꝛth the wap riding, 
Co the Palace ha rod hard at the poſt, 
N Foz feare and dꝛead that the Childe ſhould bee loſt, 
Mho came lowlie be foꝛe the E mperour, 
©: And on his knees him hailſed with honour: 
Mae wꝛpde his face, and would not on him lake, 
But at him hz great indignation toke⸗- 
Py Lo2d, he ſaid, it is not pour honour, 
Py pose yatlftng to take in diſpleaſur:: 
Thy comming here (quoth h) J couet nougbt, 
Noz thine hailſing, noꝛ none that hœre it bꝛought. 
1 Fo: yce haue lerude at mine hand all to die, 
# #02 diſpleaſure that ys haue done to m: 
Bee ſaid, y Lo2d, I neuer did the deede, 
= nto pour G race to get ſuch to my meede, 
As foꝛ your Sonne, where px ſay Yee is dumbe, 
Mule xeckon that vato your great wiſedome, 
As pce will ſee heercaſ(ter in few dapes, | 
8 s to your wife where ſha alledges and fapes, 
By her ſayings, that hee would her haue ſhamed, 
But doubt thereof hee ought not to bæ blamed. 
oz well I wote thereok h is wytlefe, 
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As is my lelfe, and of the ſane ſakeleſte. 5 
Lherefoze my Loꝛd, ſach thing belcue v nought 
Fo2 the contrare to light it ſhall bee bꝛought. 
Fo2 pour Bonne to vertue is ſo inclined, 

I know ſuch vice was neuer in his minde. 

And ik pee will foz your wiues wil full ſawes. 
Undoe pour Donne without pꝛoceſſe oflaweg, 

It ſhall bee wozſe to you no2 euer was, 

To the Doconr and cuning Hypocras, 

That cauſed lay the Dotonr Galiene, 

His choſen deare Paffer in Medicine. 

The Emperour ſaid, Maſter, tell mee that tale, 
Perehante it map foz your cunning auaile: 

The Dafter ſatd, Cauſecall your Sonne againe, 
And all the ſath J ſhallſhew youtn platine: 
Unto pour Grace if J told my narration, 

In the meane time pour Son ſhould ſuffer pallion. 
The Emperour then he cauſde his Seruants paſſe 
And put his Donne in pꝛiſon where he was. 

And ſo that day hee ſcaped from the gallons, | 
The Maſter then tolde fw2th his tale as followes, 
The Maſters tale ere wee ſeke furthermare. 

The Nucncs tale we muſt ſomething declare. 


MORALITAS 


N Ay yee not by this noble Queene, 

That aye before ſo good hath becue, 
Calde pg Lord falſe before his cine, aid openly, 
That hee of falſet was not cleane, read yee and (ee, 


The ſeven Sages. 


In the beginning of her laſt tale, 

Where hee ſhould haue the honour haleg 
Judge yce if ſhee did te him faile, in her language: 
To call a King ſo vilde athing, with great outrage, 


| Bur women haue ſuch condition, 
When they are noyde, to wane reafon! 
They ſpout then like a Scorpion by order cleene, , 


0 Zecaule quite gone is deſcretion, as did this Queene, 
Allo the Emperour farre did faile, 
some hid condition of ſmall auaile: | 
Which that hee had by his counſell, to their conſent, | 
|. orſooth a King (ſhould worke nothing but zuiſement, 0 
Zo was ſeene of the caſting dow ne, 
Of the great rowre in Romcs towoe; f 
Where hee made priuie compaction, that none did know N 
ich vncouth men of ſtiange nation, as d eede did ſhow, c 
Tee Lords and Lairds of greathanour, | 
Doe not as did this Emperour: c 
vut all his hope into treaſure, and great riches, | 
40 loſt his life within an houre for greedineſſe. C 
| His greedineſſe was ſo weil kend, 
That it went to the worlds end: © 
His foes whom to hee did offend, got wit expreſſe, 10 
How his pleaſure was on treaſure, and greedineſle. 4 
In haſte they finde a quicke ingine, 
gend him a ſubtile hid propine, F, 
IW hich cauſed him his honour tine, in hort proceſſe, T 
And put all Rome to great tuine, for greedineſſe. 7 


For 
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For ſtrangers came with their vaine winde, 
aud Falſe flattecie made him ſo blind, ** 
euch gold & treaſure they ſhould finde, through ſubtleges 
That they it ſald, hee was tight glad for greediueſſe. ö 


They ſhew him they had ſuch ſcience, 
jn dreaming, they had ſuch experience, 5 
Of gold to get ſuch influence, by buſineſſe, | 
But hee gaue too haſlie credence for greedinef{es 


| 

Which cauſeth much miſchiefe to bee, | 
As yee may well perceive ant ſee, a 
Gets moſt credence, who beſt can lie, through wir kedneſſe 
Ofhalfe a tale they will make three, for grecdineſſe. | 
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And ſay the thing that neuer was thought, 

Nor neuer ſaid, nor neuer thought of wilfulneſſe, 

Some gaue it credence euen as it dought for greedineſſe: | 
And euen ſo did this Emperour, 8 

Gaue ſuch credence vnto theſe toure, 

To furniſh gold and great treaſure to his Highneſle, 

Gaue them leaue to calt down the Towre for greedine 


And can bring vp a tale of nought, 


Which euer was to Romes towne. | 
Such comfort and conſolation: E> | 
Ifchey thoght good to ſome Region they wold them dres 
And yet the Towre was caſten dowae tor greedineſſe. K 


4 


le ĩisꝭ poyſonde peſtilence. 1 
For to giue too haſtie credence, 
To riaſe not worth audience, through haſtineſſe, - 1 
The tale · teller then tines mence for greedineſſe. 1 : 
_ ©. Thers 
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There is many moe than anew, 
Will make a tale was neuer trew, | 
Vet they themſelues it neuer knew, but as they geſſe, 
Some will ſay falſe, and after rew for greedineſſe. 


Fhere is diuerſe tines their honour, 
Their worſhip. riches, and pleaſure, 


* 
\ 


- 
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And oft is ordred by good order, for greedineſſe. 


bor greedineſſe cauſeth great griefe, 

Enupy, malice, and all miſchiefe, 

Mary for mutton, and for bee ſe, into mirkeneſſe 
Is hanged like a common thiefe for greedineſſe. 

9 Therefore good firs, heartelie F pray you, 
alt greedineſſe aſide from you, 

ich jocund minde paſſe and goe play you ia merineſſe, 
nere is no better charme for your greedineſſe, 


No theſe three Kings when they did heare, 

ne towre whereof they ſtood in feare, 

Vas caſten downe but thield or ſpeare through wyliueſſe 
n all haſte made them to the war for greedineſſc. 


For firſt they found a wylle Way, 

or to put Rome in great effray, 

und though they would it ficlt eſſiy, to get entreſſe, 
Vor they will make it cheir firſt prey for greedineſſe,. 


4 Belyue they came, and ſiegde the rowne, 

In all good hade, the walles brake downe, 

end put themſelues in poſſeſſion, with all blithneſſe, 
And from the Emperour reft his crow ue for grecdineſſo. 


3 Now firs, this is the finall end, 

To greedineſſe who will pretend, 
Whea they cannot themſclues defend by manlineſſe. 
Away wich vengeance, all doch weud for greedineſſe. 


2 


Ofttimes ia vaine makes great labour, with (mall increaſe, 
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There is two points into this rale, 
Them to forbeare is good and hale, 
Ihe firſt is greedineſſe bur taile of gold and geare, 
Ban credence oft brewes bale, theſe two forbeare, 


A reproach to the Emprice. 


O Catiue. Jueene andcruell, and roote of all mile 


chief, e, 


7 falſe fleſh = and fruell, great grounder of 


all rriefe: 
Wild Ranenes ſhall ryue thy beefe, wood dogs: hy 
bones ſhall gnaw, 
Fre euer thou get rel tefe, thy luds ſhal thole the l. n 
we ſhall make all men know \and als perfeerl:e ſee, 


7 1 deeds the truth ſhall ſhow; of thy hid harborie 


The tale of the, fift Maſter. 


Ctvzethis time a Phiſician there was, 
4 cunning Clark, whole name was tiypocras| 
Which in Phiſicke and other high Science, 1 
Ou'r all other hee had pꝛeheminente. 8 : 
Als he had with him a kineman of his aus, 1 W 
Called Gaicne whoſe cunning was well uncwne: 
Als bis tagine und cunning hee did apply, . 
To learne Phiſikeand the lame occupy, 
As his Uncle at ſuch times had befoze,” '. 1: MW 
[herewith her wan great honeur, laude end gloze 5 
But in ſo much Galcne was not ſo old, 929 
pet he excell'd his Uncle manifold; I 
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In Phiucke arte, andinto Medicine. 
Mae was moze ſharp and quicker of ingine. 
i Then Hypocras petteining in his bart, 
That Galene in the traft was ſo expert. 
Deeading therefo2e that her ſhould him extell, 
And krom his gloꝛie and pꝛofite him expell: 
And thereſoze did as mekle as hee might, 
tom Galcre of the traft hee hid the flight: 
0 Then Galcne well this thing hee did perceiue, 
"Het him daylie the moꝛe and moe to haue, 
4 De Phiſicke arte the moꝛe hee did obtaine, 
On one day moꝛe. than befoze in fifteene: 
enbereby the Dottour toke in hisconceaf, 
1 0 That Galene ſhould grow to greater eſtate: 
Kherefo:e at him hee had lurking enup, 
Bowbrit he had nvquarrell, caufeno2 why. 
I Au this meane time the King of Hungaric, 
Send bis meſſage with ſhips out thzough the ſea, 
Foz Hy pocras that he might with him ſpeake, 
And cure his Sonne which lav right wonder 10 0 
o Hypocras the meſlage did recraue, 
2 Peartlie pꝛaping the mellengers him to haue, 
| | Donie part excuſi d vnto their noble King; 
Jt » be by age might make notrauelling. 
Ditz chall ſend my Coulen and ſeruand, 

2 Abat J will bid that will hee take on hand. 
o Galene obęyrd his Uncles will, 
And in all pointes the ſame he did fulfill. 
And pat his way vnto that noble Ring, 
EU ho was right blith and glad ol his comming, 


The ſeuen Sages, 

But hee maruell'dwhy came not Hypocras, 
Then Galene ſaid, that olde and weake hee was, 
Pight not tranell, foz no tranelt hee vſed, 
Pꝛaving his Grace foꝛ to haue him excuſed: 

And at that time had bufineſeavoe, * 

That hee no way as then might win him to. 

But in his ſtead hee hath mee to von ſend, 

with helpe of God pour Sonne ſhall J amend. 
Ok the which thing the King was well content, 
Galene withſpeed vnto the Childe hee went: 

Felt his punſes, and als his urine (aw, 

Whereby beline his ſickneſſe hee did knaw: 

In continent then paſt hee to theQueene , 
And laid, Madame, your ſicke Sonne A haue ſene, | 
And J am come vnto pour noble Grace, 
Beleeching pon to heare mee ſpeake a ſpace: 

Lake no diſdaine, though J now to you ſpeake, 
3 came to heale pour Sonne that lycth ſicke. 
hee laid, God fir, ſap on what pleaſes you, 
Foz ye Will ſap nought but the trueth I trow. 
He ſaid, Madame, tell on and make no lie, 
Mho is Father of pon Sonne teil mee? 

Who is Father (qudth ſhee ) who but then ing, 
Quoth ha, Padame, chere is not ſach a thing. 
Mill ve ſay ſo (quoth ſher) fo; veritie, 

peis want the head, J vow right haſftelie, 
Once 4 raid elſe, and pet I ſay againe, 

The Ning is not bis Father in certaine: 

J came not here therefoze to lolle mine head, 
Noz ret incurre in my faultany lende, 
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Ho] haue not e ſuch rewarr, 1 
Tgough I none get, nothing that A regard. 
So to the doe hee made him ſtraigbt away, 
Tbe Quenethat law, and to him can ſheſay, 
O good Paſlker, if ye will keepe ſecræ, 
A will youſhow fo ve diſcouer not me. 
Then Galcne ſaid, Madame, God mee defend, 
But 4 ſo doe vnto my liues end: 
4 Therefoze to me to ſhebo the trueth bee bold, 
7 F02 it againe ſhall neuermoꝛe bee told: 
Jn greater thing your Grace ſo ſhall A pleaſe; 
* Pour Donne mafie whoie , and put him well to eaſe 
4 { pee ſo doe, good aſter then ſhee ſaid. 
| 1 E will mee make right wonder blith and glad: 
And god reward of mee ſo ſhall yee haue, 
And of my Lo:dlikewiſe ye will receaue, 
® Lherefoze heareme, while J haue ſaid ſomething, 
Upon a time came tomy L92d andKing, | 
The Ring of Burbon to paſſe the time in ſpozt, 
| What will ye mog2 2 to make my tale now ſhozk. 
To vou Paſter, as now J will not lie, 
| Erith mee her gote this Childe in p2ztnifie, 
4 Galcne ſaid, Feare not, and ſpeake no moze, 
| The tale I krow right perfeclie befoze, 
Chen to the Child hee paſt incontinent, j 
And him did cure with a right regiment. 
that would he dꝛink, and what wold be his meats 
Hater to dꝛinke, and beefe daphe to cate, 
! ©0 Galene then within dapes Wee, 1 1118) 
hn Childe made whole of his infirmitis : ah 
e 


0 
hy. 
[1 
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hen that the u ing heard tell his ſonne was fre, © 
Ok all ſicknefſe and of all maladie, 
Unto Galene a god reward ho gaue, 

But doubt it from the Quene her did reteaue, 

With ſpeciall thanks, and after ap credence, 

do tooke his leaue, and home ward he paſt hence. 

When her came home to his Eme Hypocras, 

At Salcne then but tarie could hee as, 

Vow is the child that yer paſt foꝛ to ſæ:? 

Hir, be is whole ok all ſickneſſeſaid hee, 

Then Hypocras deſirde him to conclude, 

e | bat he him gaue to his dzink and his fwd: 

Ibo aid, he gaue him Oxen fleſh to eat, 

Water to dzinke, this was his dzink and meat. 
Chen Hy pocras to Galcne ſaid fra hand, 
Che mother is not true to her huſband. 

5 Then Galcne ſaid, How aſter, (wth ye lay, 
CUth diſpleaſure Hy pocras paſt his way, 
aid to himſelfe with hatred andenvy, 

„ | Vell I perceiue no man will ſet mee by, 

Within ſhoꝛzt time bee no remeadie found, 

But quite to nought my cunning is confounds 

By his cunning hee ſhall not faile fo bee, 

Pꝛaiſed in wozks ten times far aboue mee, 

And ere ſo were, valeſſe J found remead, 

Rather J ſhall conſpire my Couſens dead. 

From that time foꝛth Hypocras ay him v2eſf, 

How he might get Galene dead and ſuppꝛeſt. 

In a mozning Hy pocras vp can xiſe, 

Paſt to his Garth, as his We was and guiſe. 
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Co Galene ſaid with wozds faire and meeke, 
Now let vs goe in our Garden to ſcœke, 

{ Yerbes to be ſalue that is of moſt vertue, 
Foz as I wiſh there is growing enebo. 
Mater hee ſaid, Jam ready at hand, 

* What pe plcaſe beſt to doe as pe command. 
Hypocras ſaid. Cake vp that herbe lo græne, 
Fan it is full of vertue as J warne. 

And ſo hee did at his Paſters command, 
De pulde the herbe, and gaue it in his hand; 
And at his noſe the ſavour thereok did ſmell: 
This herbe (ſaid he) of herbes beareth the bell: 
Stoape downe againe. and pull it by the rote, 

2 Ofit I ſhall both pꝛoflte get and fruite, 
Foz J know wellit is right wonder god, 
To coole fever, oz to ſtem running blood: 
i Als of vertue it is right comſoꝛtiue, 

To heale all fluxe to any man on line: 
Do Galene none evill having in minde, 
To pull the rote lowly his head inclinde, 
Mhich would not dꝛaw a long time with his hand, 
i Chen Hypocras aboue him could hee ſtand, 
And with his knite hee ſtrake him to the heart, 
[ Becauſe in Science hee thought him to expert. 
# Soneafter this Hypocras twke ſickneſſe, 

By want of blood, hn of coꝛps faebleneſſe; 
1 1 Then keſt his bokes,and ſought his owne ſcience, 
| 
ja 
{| 


5 Bimlelte to helpe hee could get no defence, 
+ When his [collersin all gaſte came him till, 
And ſaid, Paſter, what is your minde and wille 
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Her bade them bꝛing a Tun of water fow, 
Wh a womble an hundꝛeth holes boꝛe thꝛow. 
Ahen that was done there went no water out, 
Then Hypocras ſaid to them, ſirs, but doubt, 
This is the wꝛath of the living God ſo hie, 
That this miſchance hath ſaffered fall on inc, 
As pee may ſæ, and verie well perceauc, 
Fo; all ts juſt, and woꝛthie that J haue, 
And as ye ſe there is into this Tun, 364 
An hundzeth holes with vꝛons out · thꝛough run, 
Lh:ough all theſe holes there goes not out a dzop, + 
But as pee ſe doth both ſtand fill and ſtop, 
Which to nature is contrare e verie deale, 
Whercby pe may all vnder ſtand right well: 
Even ſo theſe herbes fo2 health that pee giuc me, 
Pap nothing heipe to mine infirmitie: 
Lhcrefoze what ever pre take vpon mee cure, 
It helpes nothing pee may bee verie ſure: 
Foz well J wote as now is no remead, 
But koꝛ my miſle X muſt now thole the dead: 
But if Galene my Nephew were livand, | 
Ve would not faile to make me whole fra hand, 
hom A did kill thꝛough maltce and envy, 
But of that dead right ſoze repent doe J: 
Lycrefoze God hath by his juſt oꝛdinance, 
Lend vpon mee this haſtieſoze vengeance, 
As hee ſo ſaid, no moze woꝛ ds then hee told, 
But turnde his backe, and vp the Ghoſt hee yold, 
The Maſter laid, hath your Grace done conceaue, 
Che imple woꝛds that to vou ſhawne 4 hauc? 
D 2 The 
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The Cmperour ſaid, well J perceaue the caſe, 
Chat Galene he was kilde by Hy pocras. 

vl To Hypocras what hurt might it haue bene, 
Mhat great honour had then come to Galene? 
Tube Maiſter ſaid, it had bene god at all, 
EIL Hy pocras to ſickneſſe had beene th2all, 
| Then Galene might perchante ſwne found remead, 
And at that time hee ſhould not haue thold dead: 
0 Cherefoꝛe becauſe himſelfe by ill intent, 

Milde and put downe the verie inſtrument, 
. 1 ' EWho would haue him ſuppoztedin his ſtreſſe, 
Pe map perceiue in God the great godnefſe, 
And right judgement, that ſo dull made his heart, | 
That he could not himſelte helpe by no art: ©Y 1 
( 
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Cheretoꝛe my Loꝛd, it is even ſuch a caſe, 
Betwirxt pour ſonne, and your owne noble Grace: 
ki And if your ſon fo2 your wines woꝛd you fla; | 
ſidering well, ye know, ye haue no ma: | 
hee is dead, pee ſhall warie pour weird, | 
f © And would ber faine to ſcart him out of eird: | 
!! When ze are old, and map not helpe pour ſell, | 
| 
| 
{ 
| 


© 
| 


Bee ill you helpe, the trueth to von J tell: 

F | Therefo:e giue not ſuch credence to pour Queene, 
She will decetue your Grace when ve leaſt wene ; 
[Conſider this is your ſecond wife, 

ee may haue moe, enduring vet your life: 

1 a gmonalt them all yet ye ſhall never haue, 

| ; 50 wile a ſonne none of them ſhall conceaue; 

o vertuous, oz in wit ſo pꝛecell, 

And in rour age will ſaue youfrom erte. Th 
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TheEmperour ſaid, fo that pee tell to mee, 
Hurely this day my ſonne hee ſhall not die: 
But J perceaue, and wonder well doe marke, 
That women bee right craffie in their warke, 
And right ſubtile foz to tyſt anp man, 
As they thinke god, but not the leſle what than: 
Foz mine owne ſake this day her ſhall not die: 
When J haue need Jknob he will helpe me. 
The Maſter ſaid, J thanke pour noble Grace, 
Do toke his leiue, and went home to his place. 
V Hen that this tale was told tothe Empꝛelle 
If ſhe was blyth, the auditoꝛs may gelle: 
Dher ſhew her ſelfe in mind impatient, 
All that her ſaw bel v'o that ſhee had Went, 
Quite out ok minde, and as a bodie mad, 
And her fine wits clene tint away ſhee had, [> 
All that her ſaw, had pittie on her cheare, 1 
Dhee ſhouted ſo, that all the place might heare, 
Dome of the Lo2vs to the Emperour can go, 
And ew to him that it xd with her lo. -* 
Ther ſaid (my Lo2d) vnieſſe pe find remtad, © 
Pour owne E mp2efſe will put her ſelfe toveed? 
Whom to he paſt, and aſked her whercfoze, _ 
Cachday pee mourne, vexed ap mozé ind. moꝛe. 
Ohe ſaid, my Loꝛd, J mar vell in a part, f 
That J b:aſt not, and in two bꝛeakes mine heart: 
J know, J am the daughter of a Ring,. 1 
And then your wife which is a greater thing: 
Jn all my dapes ſaffced J not ſuch ſhame, 


ven ages. 

As J haue done ſince I came to you hamo, 

| Andevermoze ye pzomiſe me amends: 

And as pe doe God and the. world it kens. 

| be Emperour ſaid, Jknow not what to doe, 

| 292 to which ſide is belt to turne mee to: 

92 dap by day pee ſeke mine owne ſonnes dead, 

Ad gis Paſters thereof doe ſceke remead, 
12 is my fonne that I belene and knobo, 

But J can not the veritie pet ſhow, 

Abet her to vou J ſhall gine moze credence, 

Than to the Haſfers with ali their great ſcience, 

1 | pe tale a Tale which I thinke go>and faire, 

And they another to yours is flat contrare. 

[ Type Empzelle laid, that is the verie thing, 
That troubles my heart, t cauſeth mp mourning; 

Bec auſe pa giue vnto them moꝛe credence, 

| And to their tales takes greater attendance, 

Than to my tale which tells the veritie. 

# Tahich yp ſhall ſoze repent yet ere yd die, 

And in few dayes pe will get ſuch reward, 

As did a King receaue krom his Steward: 

Tbe Emperour ſaid, then tell mee that tale ſwne, 

N pour will thereafter map bee done. 

Sher ſaid, J will begin with diltgence, R 

But J p2ay vou to mee giue audience, 

ertith peart viſage, and countenance right hale, 

{Du this taſhion began to fell her tale: 

Pet ere ſhee got of her tale audience, 

| Home wee will ſay ok the laſt tale paſt hence. 
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MORALITAS. 
Yes may perceaue now heere expreſſe, 
Of women the great bruckleneſſe 


And of their kind the kittleneſſe, and hee a Queene, 
Her owne privitic thee did confeſſe vnto Galene, 


At ſhort to him het minde hath fhowne, 
4 King ſhee having of her owne, 
Another tooke, but little knowae, aud of the new. 
But many ſuch draughts they haue draw ae, that few men 
(knew, 


Peradyenture ſhee muſt bee excuſde, 
peradventute ſhee will not vſe it: 
AS now ſhee ſhall not bee excuſde, 2 lay for mee: 
Even as yee find the foord ſo rooſe it, where ever yee be 
And let ſuch quyer pakes ov'rpaſſe, 
And ſome thing ſay of Hypocras, 
hat ſo fullo f envy hee was, bus cauſe or why, 
Galene het ſlew that was ſo true, through poore envy, 


Hypocras cleene / diſcommend, 
Ever in heart for to pretend, 
So far to Galene to offend as him to fla, 
But hee repented at his end that hee did ſa, 


The principall cauſe thereof find I, 


That Hypocras had fo great envy, 
At Galene this was his cauſe why, that Galene was, 


More firme and ſtable, in craft more able than Hypocras, ., 


Hypocras ſhould haue had pleaſure, 


That Galene gote any honour, 
For hee was Galenes Doctour, therefore ſay L- 


Hee ſhould haue botue to him favour, and not eavy. 
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But God of his greatequitie. 
Would not thole ſuch vnpuniſht bee: 
When Hypocras Was in point to die, all his cunning, 
Could not then helpe him worth a flie, at his ending. 


Hee ſaid, had Calene beene livand, 
Hee could haue helped him fra hand, 
B ut he wiſt well it was the wand that God had ſend, 
Him ſuch diſtreſſe, & great ſicknes, that none could mend. 
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The hid envy, and great hatrent, 

That hee had to this innocent, 

¶Cculdqd not eſchew the puniſhment of Heaven ſo hie, 
2: Good firs, lay by all hid invy, keepe charitie. 


Envy and charitie are contrare, 
They can not in a place repare: 5 
Where charitie is, ay God is there Aithoutten faile, 

Envy was, and is evermare, with grieſe and baile, f 
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Is ische fountaine and the flood, 
1 | Of ſhadding of all innocent blood, a 
| ® And is contrare yntoall good, and is the root, 
». 
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Envy therefore ſhall never glore, of joy the fruity 


2 


Auſtens declares envy to bee, 
A man to haue ſturt inwardly, | 
Of his Neighbours felicity, withoutten cauſe, 

The which is contrare charitie, and God his Lawes, 


Doctouts write there is a hill, 

Called Etna that burnes ay ſtill, 

In flame of fire, and never will bee quenched out, 
And yet they lay, it doth none ill co ground about. 
N | | 
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Wich hill burning men doe compare 
To a man that lyes evermaice 
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11 ture, envy, anger, and care continually, 
jn ficie flames himſelfe conſumes ay inwardly. 


Envyfull man comparde may bee, 


Vnto a Leper man truely, | | 
He would all men were ſuch s he, even fo the devill, 


Would none were good, nor yet wel lov'd,cauſc he is evil. 


Therefore my Lords and Readers all, 
Touching this point I crie and call! 
go to eavy yee bee not thrall for ought may bee, 
For the great Lord Celelball is Charitie. 


A Laud and praiſe to the fift Doctor, 


Rudent, perfect, expert Philoſophour, 
| depart and praiſe be to thee digne Do&our, 
That hath oy'rput a day ſo perrellous, 
With thy ſweete tale before the t mperour, 
Who kindled was in fell and firiefurour, 
Cont rare his ſonne in mind malitious, 
By entiſing of his Wife vencmons, 
But thou Kom him with faire words and favour, | 
Haſt purchaſt grace while time more proſperous... | 


The ſixt tale of the Empreſſe. 


REW this time there was a mightie R ing, 
Pꝛidtull in heart, and pꝛoude aboue all thing: 
Bæ was ſo hight, and p2ydefull in his thought, # 
all other men hee ſet them cleane at nought, 
This R ing hoe thought all Rome ſoz to deftrop, ©; 
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The Romanes ſlay and after toconvoy,. | 
Co his E ingdome, the dead bones of theſe two, 
Peter and Paule, with many reliques mo, 
CTo waſtc that towne, and put it all toſacke, 
But his pur poſe was ſomething put abacke: 
Juto his face was fo diſfigurate, 

Induch aloꝛt that everie kinde ok ſtate, 

15 Wl Abhozredſs his vaiy foule viſage, . 

Chat none covet to touch his perlonage, 

0 So handledhe was with ſuch infürmitie, 

Mith lepernes a fouler none could be, 

0 Pet his nature role on him with ſuch rage, 

fl To haue women hee had a great courage. 
80 called hee his Dteward quietlie, 
And ſhew to him his counſell ſecretlie: 

'k || caving my kreind, one thing J will pou ſhow, 

Allwomen kind abhoꝛres me as v know, 

That J can get o: them no companie, 

f Mhich if J had were great pleaſure to mee. | 
Ba ſatd, my Lozd, andplraſe pour noble Grace, 
Howbeit ye bee defoꝛmed in the face: 

Pa haue enough of good money and gold, 

| E to tonduce the faireſt on the mold: 

1 bereſoge i ſay. ye nede not in no ſo2t, 

Ot faire women to want the great comfoze. 

F Then laid the u ing, See ſoz no colt pee ſpare, 
To get mee one that is both freſh and faire: 

| Howveit pee gaue a thouſand crownes therefoze, 
And ere J wagt pe ſhall giue mæœkle moꝛe. 
The steward laid, 3 will doe that J may, 
| 
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fill your will. and ſo hee came his way: 
-hinking in minde, blinded with covetice, 
Theſe thouland crownes may J get on this wiſe, 

lin to my ſelfe, and to my wife alone, 
Ind ſo homeward to his wife hee is gone, 
790 was right faire. loueſome with all beautie, 
ertuous and good, right pleaſant foz to ſæ: 
Pꝛudent, perfite, with countenance right glad, 
Uith covetous heart theſe wozds to her ha ſaid, 
© my god wife, my ſoveraigne Loꝛd the king, 
Path charged mee with a right lecret thing, 
To haue women hee is right cobetoys, 
at his pleaſure, and verie deſirous, 
Ahich fo2 no colt hee ſayes that hee will want, 
And chacges me a thouſand c2ownes to grant, 
Co any perſon that will the ſame reteaue, 
But fo2 one night with him her ſoꝛ to haue: 
Thereſoze in mynde my lelfe J haue compaR, 
Be:wane vs two J thinke this be the beſt; 
The thouſand crownes to purchaſe to sur ſell, 
do pa will vice my bidding and counſell. 

hee laid god Sir, your counſell J will doe, 
Ho to no ſhame noꝛ ſinne it turne mee fo, 

Ve ſatd, ye ſhall paſſe to theLzings bed, 
Which is with ſilk, and cloth ol gold ov'rſped, 
And there all night lee with him qupetly, 

At his pleaſure as hee thinkes belt to bee, 

{hat it is pa there is no man ſhall ken, 

But J alone: the which aboue all men 

©b0uld ſaue pour ſhame, and als your honeſtie. 


There 
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Therekoꝛe as ſhame to you it can not be. 
Alas, ſhe ſaith, huſband is that pour will, 
By your body my womanhead to ſpill, 
With a Leper, and ſo defoꝛm'd in face: 


Dir. change pour mind; foꝛ him that gaue all grate: 


A know it is neither pour thought noꝛ minde, 
To luch a ded mine heart ſhould bee inclynde: 
But mee to pꝛoue, and to tempt mine intent, 
Ak Athereto would any wiſe conſent. 

O my god. wife, howbeit he Leper bee, 

And in the face defo2med as pee ſeo: 

And foule of fleſh, and alſo foule of blood, 


pet then the gold is very lweete and god. 
Shee laid againe, my ſweete hulband perceiue, 


Vowbeit the gold be god and werte to haue: 


1 And though hee were the cleaneffman thereout, 
Pot faire of face, gentle, courtelle, and (taut, 
Mould pee that J committed ſuch a ſtnne, 


Againſt mp Sod, fo2 any gold fo win: 


1 | J will not doe if, therefo2e hold mee excuſe it, 


. mee no moꝛe, fo2 heere J quite refuſe it: 
Whom to hee laid, with a right auffeereloke, 
| You purpoſe pee my compante fo bzwke, 


That thing J will fopzealſe fo2 to gainſtand: 


. 
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E are to peart to contrare my command; 


& It is my will, and that lame ſhall bee done, 


* Mherefoze make vou ready to pleaſe mee ſcone., 

Doe pee it not, J vow betwixt vs twap, 

Shall never bee a blpth no2 ſopfull dap: 

But everinoze in cyyding and in grieke, | 
Which 
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hich at the laſt will turne to a miſchieke, 

now pe not well to the Church when per wenk, 
e (ware pee ſhould bee ap obedient, 

Comes alone as wedlocke vs declares: 

ea, ſir ſhee ſaid, in all lawtull affaires, 

Not diſpleaſing my maker Bing ofLzings, 

{ will obey you tn allether things: 

vou command by vertue of that oath, 

Ahich fo2 to bꝛeake pe ſhould bee verie loth, 
onſidering it is my mynde and will, 

without gainſap, my bidding pee fulfill, 

And to the lame right ſcone that pe conſenk, 

Oz J avow right ſoze pee ſhall repent, 

In the meane time as he theſe woꝛds ſhew, 

Out ok his ſheath his whinger feozth he d2ew: 
Hhee trembling ſoꝛe fo2 great dꝛeadour and feare, 
Feo2th of that feed, a ſtep ſhee durſt not ſteare. 
Pcrceaving well his crueltie and boaſt 

And in great doubt her life ſoꝛ to bee loft- 

The impatience, and the great grevineſſe, 

The cruell minde, and als the crabedneTe 

Ok thts ill man, this woman did attend, 

Ahich in no ſoꝛt noꝛ faſhion ſhee could mend: 
Dhee was conſtrainde what foꝛ dꝛeadour and aw, 
Foz to conſent to his command and ſaw. 

Ohee laid, god man, pour bidding J muſt doe, 
But great God knowes ik my will bee thereto; 
But J appeale from all conſent of inne, 
That may follow, oꝛ in this caſe come in: 
And on pour ſelfe all whole J lay the charge, 


4 The ſeven Sages, 
And befoze God heercof J mee viccharge: 

Then thesteward but any tarrying, 

Paſt in all hait, and ſaid vnto the Ring: 

I haue you gotten a woman right famsus, 
Gentle, couꝛ telle, and come of a god houſe, 
Faire and well favourde, right pleaſant fo2 to ſee, 

And ſher mult come to pon right qupetly: 

© Tithin the night be muſt come late at Even, 
But mes alone with none ſhee will bee ſeene: 

" Carly at mo2ne befo2e the Sunne rpüng, 
From vou like wiſe ſhee muſt make departing: 
| il Fe2 this Lice will a thouſand crownes haue, 

And loꝛ payment but mee none (hall ſyee craue. 
Then laid the King, of that Jam content, 
As pa haue done, thereto J will conſent: 
 Enithoutten moꝛe the Steward hee hath led, 
Dis owne ſpouſde wife vnto the Ringsded, 

| find with the key the dw2e hee hath made faſt p 
But any noiſe, and ſoaway is paſt, 

| Catety at mo2nc in dawning of the dap, 

The Steward role, and to the Bing can ſay, 
= ſoberatgueto20,and pleaſe your noble Grace, 
It will bee day within a pꝛettie ſpace, 

{I thinke it god that woman pe let goe, 

Foz 3 pꝛomiſde that your Grace ſhould doe fo. 
Then laid the Bing, this woman pleaſeth mee 
Bo wonder well, as pet her companie 
15 will not want, neither (02 gold noꝛ geare, 

E gas houre to come 4 will not let her ſtearc: 

| Apen bee that heard, hee was right wonder = 

nd 
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Ind from the Do2e with ſ oꝛie heart did goe, 
Uithina while but tarie come againe, | 
Ind tothe King bee fatd, Sir, fo2 certaine, 

he day is light, and that woman pzeſent, 
Aith the folk ſhee v ill bee ſhamefullie ſhent, 
nd my pꝛomiſe to her quite J haue broken, 

'02 not keeping to her that J haue ſpoken. 
Then laid the King, no wiſe pet ſhee ſhall paſſe, 
*02 thee ſhail haue of mee what ſhee will as: 
Lherefoze Steward, I ſay to pou in plaine. 
Gor paſſe your way, and locke the does againe. 
he Dteward then right (ozrowfull in heart, 
pon need: foꝛte to the deoꝛe did depart. 

Aent vp and downe, and knew not what to lap, 

he Sun was high, and much lpent of the dap: 
gee came againe, and ſaid vnto the king, 
{tis two houres after the Sunne rpſing, 

hat woman will bee ſhent withoutten doubt. 
ith all the folke, and people heere about. 

he ing anſwerde nothing of him content, 
pou command that pou pour ſelfe abſent, 

into the time that I pleaſe fo2 to riſe, 
#92 vnrequy2de pee haue troubled mee thziſe, 
ad my plealure is with this compare, 
zerefoze paſſe on at this time let mee bee: 
he Dtewards heart if it was then on tere, 
is Jbeleuc there needes no man toſpere? 

not the leſle hee could not keepe counſel; 

22 all his wit hee would deſcribe him ſell, 

, — wichout m92e aviſing; 


nd | With ; 


The ſeven Sages. 
Milith ſo2te heart hee ſaid vnto the King, 
O my god E 02d, J open to you mine heart, 
That ſame woman pe will not thole depart, 
- Withont licence, ſh& is my wedded wife, 
Now in your hands lpes both mp death and life. 
The Ring heard that, and ſaid, All was not right, 
Dpned the windowes, and ſaw faire day light; 
Saw the woman, who was luſtie in face, 
A wo2d not ſpake, a Patcr noſter ſpace: 
Then ſaw it was even as the Steward ſaid, 
M hercof he was right ſoꝛie and not glad: 
M hom to hæ ſaid, O thou moſt wicked knaue ! 
Mo durſt thou bee ſo peart mee to deceaue: 
And me to cauſe thy wife fo2 to abuſe, 
Thy gre die heart thy ſelfe it ſhall confuſe. 
Mhy haſt thou caulde thy wife vawillingly, 
Come in my bed fomee vnwittingly? 
Foz a ſmall ſumme of money o2 riches, 
To ſhame thy ſelfefo2 thy great grevineſſes 
new pa not well withoutten any fable. 
Wp maladie was ay incurable. 
All was in the thou haſt done, J declare, 
Thy ſelfe, thy wife to vndoe evermare: 
1 5 Therefoze paſſe with in haſt out of my ſight, Jt 
oz in my Realme that thou bide not foure nights; 2 
on And from hencefw2th if ever J may the (&, 
Achamekull death J avow thou ſhalt die. 
Ancontinent he paſt from his pꝛeſence, 
j And never ſaw the Ring from that time hence, 
Quite off the Kealme from thence he did him * 
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The lenen Sages. 1 

That ſame reward her gote fox gr dineſſſe. 

This beeing done, the Ring in all his dapes, | 

Helde vp his wife as the Hiſtoꝛie ſapes: 

In great woꝛſhip, and gaue to her pearelie. 

A ſumme ok gold to k pe her honeſtie: 

t; {iter that time J doe not finde noꝛ reede. 
Mith this woman that her had actuall deed, 
ene after this the king cauſde to conuæne, 

A great Armie all clad in Armour clœne. 
lith great puilſance, and noble men of were, 
In all effaires as ta them could effeere: 
And went to Rome with great power andmight, 
To ſiege the ſame the gate they held on right: 
And lo thep did it ſiege on either ſide, 
That the Romanes therein durſt not abide. 
Hee ſieg'dit ili fo ſharpe and wonder ſoze, 
That they therein might it defend no moze, 
Do at the laſt to a connſell they went, 
Thinking they ſhuld withthening mak pointment | 
AUhich was foz to deltuer him at once, 
Ok Peter and Paul the bleſt bodie and bones: 
Which was the cauſe of this great erand there, 
Fo2 to obtaine the ſame withoutten mare: 

, Fin theCitie then was there ſtill pꝛeſent, 

ta: Deuen wile Maſters who had the Regiment, 

Ok all the Towne, and nothiag by them done, 

Cat elie at Moꝛne, at CE uen, oꝛ pet at none 

And to thete ſeuen the Citizens came to, "7 

And ſaid, Maſters, great thing wee haue ado, 
nel Klee are compelde by fozce of yon Armie, 


dal 


e lenen Sages. 

For to giue oner and rander the Citie: 

\| 0 Tinto theſe folke which are our enemies, 

D elle koꝛ to deliuer the bodies: 

Df good peter and Faul his hotie bzother; 

On fozce wer mult the one doe oꝛ the other. 

The firſt Maſter againe to them hee ſaid, 

Mr god Neighbours, take no feare but bee glad. 
as fo2 this day, the Citie J thallſane, | 
Withthe wiſedome and cunning that J haue, 
Che ſetond ſaid, The next day fallethmee, 

From enemies foꝛ to ke epe the Citie. 

Mith my wiſedome, and als my cleate cunning, 
FJoꝛ all the ſtrength ot that great puiſlant Ring, 

| is So did the third, and fourth withoutten doubt: 

bf The ft, the ſixt, right ſo the ſeuen all out. 

0 In like maner, as theſe ſeuen Maſtets now , 

Unto your Sonne, hath pꝛomiſed to pon, 

af In the meane time the ing cauſed his Armie, 

Lap an aſault about the great Citie, 

With tuch awfull and cruell munition, 

NNhile they were like foz to obtaine the Towne. 
The firſt Paſter then hee came to the Bing, 

" And with him fell in talke and communing: 
And talked ls in ſuch maner and wile, 

As foz that day hee cauſde the Armie riſe, 

And krom the Towne the ſiege abacke hee dzew, 

As fo2 that day no moꝛe hee did perſew. 

But on the oꝛne the ſiege away they laid, 

The next Maſter paſt to the hing, and laid, 
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An like maner, as did the other befoze, 
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e1lenen Ages. 

And fo2 that day they ſtegde the towne no moꝛe⸗ 
&0 they did all while it came to the laft, 
On the leuenth day they ſiegde the fowne ſs falt, 
It was beleude the ſame they would obfatne, 
Then all the towne together did conutene⸗ 
All in one voyce fo the leuenth ch after ſaid, 
About the fowne ſo frong a ſiege is laid, 
That wee beleue nothing but cruell dead, 
Anleſle that pe finde ſome helpe and remead⸗ 
Confo2me to the ſaying; pe ſaid but doubt, 
That was each one to ſaue pour dap about: 
And wee are all infozmed of ſuretie, 
The Ring hath made his oath ſolemnedlie: 
Ver ſhall not raiſe his ſiege noz Munition, 

nto the time that hee obtaine the towne: 
To pou Maſter wee can now ſap ao moze, 
A would you did as your Fellowes befozꝛe. 
To whom he ſatd, My Friends, take pe no ſeare, 
Be of comfoꝛt, and eachone make god cheare⸗ 
Lhe Poꝛne J ſhall with my wozke and cunning, 
kale pon ſame hoaſt, and alſo fray the king, 
He ſhalt be glad foꝛ all his great puiſlance, 
Lopalle away with his great Ozdinance: 


Lhey went their wap, and no moꝛe tok in thought. 1 
Sut all maruelde how ſuch thing ſhonid be thought || 


Che Moꝛne earelp the ſiege was ſure confirmde, 


To haue the towne alſo theking was ſtare determde. 4 


This ſcuenth Paſter to his Chamber hee went, 
And clad him in a ſtrange avillement, 
as Peacocke tailes, and feathers of euerie bew, 
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The ſenen dages. 


Part red, part white, part vellow, greene and blew. 
dA bꝛight dꝛawne ſwozd hee twoke in euctichand, 

fl On a Towꝛe head ha paſt vp fo2 to ſtand: 
#UUhich was molt high ok all the whole Citie, 

1 SFoꝛnente the hoaſt, that they might all him lee: 

10 The two bꝛight woꝛds into his mouth hee toke, 

f 1 The ſame ſhining vpon the Armie choke. 

is *UUhiles turned Caſt, and other whites UUeR, . 
[{<Uhils ſouth, whils nozth, where they might ſir him 
Che ſhining ſwo2ds againſt the ſun ſo blent (belt 
Wl. {With his cloathing and ſtrange abillement, 

AE bey in the hoaſt right well and clearclicſaw, 
But what it was no man ot them did knaw: 

1 Als the great Lo2ds, when they beheld ſuch thing, 

a Halfte in effray they went all tothe Bing. 

Vt And ſaid, O Lo2D, behold vpon yon Towze, 

Ae ſee this day a wonderfull figure. 

Then ſaid the Ling, The lame J doe perceaue, 
But What it is no knowledge J can haue. 

They laid TUce know what thing it is but doubt, 
, Wiz It is Jeſas. downe ofthe Yeauen come cut, 
UUHhors the God of all pon Chiſten folke, 

And knowing well how that wee doc p2onoke, 
Dis awſome pꝛe and how wee doe p2etend, 

22 o flap his folke, which hee will ap defend- 

, Pon ſamine ſwoꝛds that pee ſe ſhining la, 

They ſigniſie each one they will vs lla. 

It we longer into this fielde abide, 

0 Dur counſel is therefoze that wee home ride, 

2 The Bing hearing trem bled foz berie keare, 
Caulde 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
Cauſe raiſe his hoaſl and all his men of were, 
And ſaid, At is better in time foflee, 
Noz von their God with his lwoꝛds make vs die. 
Then all the hoaſt in haſte they made them hame, 
Frapde without cauſe, with mekle ſcoꝛne ⁊ ſhame 
Howbeit to flee no perill was noꝛ neede, 

But all deceit by the Paſters falſe deede, 

| when the Romanes perteiu'd the Armie flee, 

ECachone they iſh' d, and went off the Citie, 

t Mith manlie he art, and geodlie countenance, 
Follow the King, and all his D2dinance, | 
Blew and deſtropdeallthat they pleaſde that day. 
And whom they liſt they bꝛought captine away« 
Andſothe king, and all his great Armie, | 
Bꝛought was to ground by the great ſubtleti e, 
Ok this Malter, who wꝛought all by deceat, 

That with power no maner could debate. 
The Empꝛice then ſaid to the Emperou', 
Chis tale J told it is binder cullour: | 

„But would great God, this tale ye vnder ſkwd, 
Veeſatd, Madame, J thinke it verie god, 2 
In the firſt end / quoth ſh& ) J know you heard, 

What J you tolde of the greedie Steward, 
Chat the King trowd as well as his owne life, 
And pet foꝛ gold he ſolde his wedded wife. 
And als himſelke was baniſht the Countrie, 
Becauſe the King found him ſo kalſe and llie, 
In like maner pour Son fo? the deſire, 
And appetite hz hath tothe kTmpyee: i »q, 
Now day by day it is his minde aud thougat, 
e Þ 3 


The 5 Sages; 
Von to deffroy, and bꝛing you vntonoughf, 
WGVBut now ia long as ye are in pour might, 
Doe as the Ring did with the Steward right. 
AIt pee purpoſe not to flay him fra hand, 

3 When baniſh him, and als fozſweare the Land, 
That ye and J who am your wedded wife, 
An time comming jn reſt maylead our life. 


LAldſo pæ heard how the l ing lay at Rome, 
To win the fame how that he did pꝛeſume: 
And was mocked by theſe Baffers in plaine, 
He and his folkes were all put downe and llaine, 
Pour fenen Malters into the ſamine wile, 
Intend to doe aye ſuch like enterpziſe, 
With their falſe tales at end will you deteaue, 
Tha t vour falſe Sonne all the Empy2e ſhould hang 
CThe Emperour ſaid, By no way it ſhall bee, 
The, Mozne betime ber ſhall not faile to die. 
An -continent be called his Seruands, 
Ar d to them all hee gaue fuch ſtraite commands, 
i 0 2 hat on the Poꝛne without impediment, 
Ln the gallous but fajle his Donne bee ſhent. 
1 Chis woꝛd in haſte paſt out though all the towne, 
' 1 qathereat many made lamentation: 
That the Emperour fo2 the wozdsof his wife, 

? rom his one Don with ſhame ſhould take bis life. 
4 he ſixt Maſter heard tellof this effray, 
LUap on bis hozſe withoutten moꝛe delay. 
Poſted fra hand bnto the Emperour. 
; Andhailſed him with reuerence and honour, 


| Vivo twke the ſame verie vnthankfullie , 


— 
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The ſenen Sages. 


Andſaid, Her ſerude at his hand foꝛ fo die. 
And als his Son, whom that they had made dambe, 
Foz they were to peart in his pꝛeſence to come: 
The Maſter ſaid, J ſerue not foz fo die, 

No2 vet your Hon, knew pee the veritie. 
That be is dumbe where yee alledge and ſayes, 
Ok that the trueth yee ſhall know in few dayeg: : 
Af yechim lay foꝛ that your Wife can tell, 

Ok pour wiſedome then haue J great maruell. 
And without doubt it ſhall you happen right, 
As it hapened ſometime vnto a Knight. 

To his wifes ſawes gane ſuch fidelitte, 
That hee was dꝛawneont thzoughthe whole Citie, ö 
At an hozſe-taile, and hangedlike a !Thiefe, | 
His wifes ſawes bꝛought him fo ſuch miſchiefg. 
Lye Emperour ſaid, A pꝛap the tell that tale, 
The Halter ſaid, Bir, that ſhall J not kaile: 
0 pee will cauſe your Donne to come againg, 
And ſoꝛ this day peo let him not bee laine. 
Incontinent the Emperour gaue command, 
To the pꝛiſon to lead his Zonne fra hand. 
And ſo was done. The Matter then but mare, 
To tell his tale began thus to declare. 

The Doctours tile farthermoze ere wee heare, 
Dome mozall ſenſe of the laſt let vs heare. 


ns 


MORALITAS. 
Tu pridefull King hee cou}d not reigne, 
With meaſure nor humilitie: 
Hee was ſo proude, hee thought none could, 


Compare to him thete miglit not bee, 


e Lord of all perceiude and ſaw, 
nat his heart was fo proude and hie, 
lee would correct him and iufect, 
ith plague and great infirmitie. 


Dut of that roome in haſte hee rins, 

nto all haſte as hee were chaſde, 

To lowlineſſe to ſeeke an Innes?! 

he bright Angel for pride hee fell, 
hell yet ſtill in paine hee winnes, 

ſay you all, that man ſhall fall, 

Mis worke with pride alway beginnes. 

| | 

The wiſe man writes where hee indites, 

ll beginning of ill is pride: 

nd many mo, ſuyes, come right ſo, 

aro their writtings doe not hide. 

herefore the Lord will no wayes cord, 

here pride hath credence for to guide 

you declare, hee ſcourgeth ſare, 

pr where pride is, God will not bide, 

Ofhis iuſtice ſuch wicked vice, 

e will not thole vnpuniſhe bee, 

Battell, Peſt, Warre, or Wanteſt, 

me perrilous plague, or Pouertie, 

nger or skant, of food or want. 

fected with infirmitie, 

ere fore flee pride, all times and tide, 

id holde you with humilitie, 


Is in this tale withoutren faile, 
eat couetice yee may perceiue: 
falle Ste ward that found the arte, 
We King himſelfe and wife deceaue: 
f 
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Where there is pride, grace cannot bide, 


The ſeuen Sages. 


zut on himſelfe the ſorrow fell, bs. 
ee was worthie the ſame to haue, 

To bee exylde the King beguilde, 

1 ay tor mee hee playde the knaue. 


That his owne wife, fir{t fylde het life, 
And then her ſoule with deadlie ſin, 
ty Seeward, fy, that was thy why, 
$0 fooliſhlie geare for to Win? 
With couetice and auarice, 
At ſuch a falſe way to begin, 
For greedineſſe to win riches, 
Too many to the deuill would rin. 


By common theft ſome makes their ſhift, 


In this world while their lite bee ended: 

To plucke the poore, they take no cure, 

Who haue no powerto defend it. 

Some reaues and ruges, ſome triues and druges 
And purpoſeth neuer to amend it, 

But when it's win, few of your kin, 

Nor yet your telfe ſhallaever ſpend it, 


So couetous and deſirous, 
The Steward was gold for ro win: 
Hee cared nought for to haue brought, 
His Wife to deadlie Thame and fin, 4% 
Whether hee gore it. or no, few wote it, 
For fra the King and him did twin, 
Indeede /trow, to [ay to you, 
lee had another web to ſpin, 


Hee charged was with for to paſſe, 
Our of the Realme, or bee confound, 
His owne falſet ſaxrde him in net. 
His deede to himſelfe did redound, 


| The ſeuen Sages, 
But who would make an happie pake,' 
See falſet therein bee not found, 
Lawrie and right ſhowes aye the right, 
Ou greedineſſe ſer not your ground. 


As to this King that lay in ſieging, 
And was ſo frayde for Peacocke tailes, 


Without more ſkaith his armie ſkziles, 
His campe to raiſe, and ſaw few faes, 

7 rhinke they were but fniffling ſnailes, 
The Potingare takes little care, 

Lo cure the man that nothing ailes, 


| 1 A King ſhould aye, at ſuch eſſay, 
Haue a ſad counſell him beſide: 
= Perchancea fray may make him pray, 


© Daft vanities grounded with lies, 
At all times hee ſhould let owrflide! 
| Bee circumſpect, and in his necke, 
Aye haue an eye all times and tide. 


E Haſtie credence doth great offence, 
It it bee ina Conquerour: | 

Right well ſhould hee aviſed bee, 

Fo cuery tale to giue anſwere. 

To treat his Lords, as well accord, 

Ihen they will ſerue him with honour: 

With blyth viſage, cauſe pay his wage, 

+ Hee ſhall triumph and bee victour. 


Had hee ſo done, not halfe ſo ſoone, 
Hee had not beene ſo lightly chaiſt: 
But the Doctour vpon the Towre, 
Made him out of his miude almaiſt. 


And two bright ſwords, with ſome vaine words 


And cauſe him flee, when hee ſhould bidet 


Captaine 


: 
; 
{ 
|; 
f 
; 
| 
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Tg he feuen Sages, 
Captaines and Kings rake heede to ſuch things, 
Sce to all tratles yee giue no traiſt: 

For if yee doe, it will come to, 


45 to the & ing that ſaw the ghaiſt, 


A reproach to the Emprice, 


'E Omorras graceles guide, & Sodoms ſhamles ſeed 
Thou Belials bitter bird, both falſe in werd & deed | 
T hy boaſt thou blows on breadth ſhal not ſane thee Þ ſay || 
Thine arſe burne in a gleed I thinketoſee ſome day, | 
Thou (halt not ſo away, thou common curit cowclinkgg, | 
Trewes thou to ſcape, nay , ney, I rather neuer drinkg. || 


The tale of the ſixt Maſter, 


X/ Pona time there was in Romes towne, 1 
An Emperour of great might and renowne: 
who had great Kings into his companie, | 
Lo2ds, Barons, Knights of great nobilitie, 
Doing leruice, as could them beſt eff xre, 
Dome ſoꝛ paſtime, and ſame to ſtuffe his were, 
Her had thꝛee nights whom hee loude ouer the laut 
In all effaires moꝛe credence to them gaue. ' 
Another knight there was in the Citie, . 
That had wedded a luſtie gay Ladie, [| 
As yee hane done your P2tnccfle and your Mie, 
Whom hee loued as well as hisowne life, 1 
This Ladie could make merie, ſing and dance, + _ || 
In coinpanie ſhe could make god paſtan | 
Kanton young men euen foz that ſamine caufe, 
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The witen Sages. 
To her Lndging all time of day ſhx dꝛawes, 
And at all times ſher lang ſo wonder ſl werte, 0 
That euerie man that paſt vpon the ſtreete: 
Had great pleaſure ot her dulce melodie, 
And caulde each man couet her companie: 
See ſang ſo werte, ſo curious and cleare, 
Alt had delite her ſinging foz to heare. 
And ſo came by one of the Knights th:w&, 
That the Emperour lou'd ſo inwardlie, 
And heard her ſinging with voyce ſo curious, 
Trobode well ſhe was abadie amozous: 
| : Ye blent about, and in place where ſhe ſate,' . 
Incontinent hz was tane in the net: 
$7. Dflufts rage, and of that Lavie faire, 

i. Euen ſtill hee ſtod, and paſt nokurthermare: Ct 
5 While that hee gote in her houſe enterie, . 

And fo} atime boze there god companie. = FE; 
So at the laſt hee fell in communing, 
xxith this Ladie of laue, and ſuch talking, 

So inwardly at her hee did enquire, 
eMhat ſhee ſhould haue, and fulfill his deſtre, 

And lle pe with him but the ſpace of a night, 
Sher asked him an hundzeth Flozens baight., 

De aid Ladie, J will giue von no leſle, 

Dhew mee the time thereto when J ſhall dzeſſe, 
hee ſain, God fic, at time conuenicnt. 
TTUhen'F thinke time, ye ſhall bee afterſent; 

So inſtantly that night hee did depart, 
And of h s trylt was verie blith in heart: 
Belctuing ſure that thee would foz him ſend, 
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The ſeuen Sages... rt 6 
gut (mall hee knew how all would come fo end. vas 
do on theMo2ne hee ſang into her Bour, : | 
Came the nexfKnight pertainde the Emperour: | 
Daw this Ladie, and heard her'voyceſo werte, 
Tok great langour, While hee couid with her mæte | 
And lo hee did, and ſhew to her his minde, 
1nto the which cher was right well inclinde: 
ho pꝛomiſde her af god Flozeus fiue ſcoze, 
Sheer ſafd, God fir, of peu J aske no moze-: 
He (aid Ladie, When ſhall J truſt thereto, 
A god due time J ſhall pꝛouide (quoth ha) 
— her as then departed merilie, oy | 
Truſting his tryſt in all thing well chould bee: 4 
© Dn thethird dap, the third knight in Ukcwile, 
Come by her honſe, and the ſame enterp2iig: 
Yee take on hand and heght tothis Ladie, 
Fiueſcoze Floꝛens ot him ſhe ſhould haue rcadie - 
Foꝛ to perio2me andſatisfic his will, 
Oher was content, and granted well thetetill. | 
When J ſhonld come ( quoth ba) 3, would ye bew 
J chall ſend wozd (guoth ſhe) as J am trur. 
So all theſe thzee had gotten her conſent, þ 
But none of them knew pet others intent: 
Then this Ladie of all malice replet, . 
To her husband er ſaid into lectest, -, 
S:ccet matters I haue to pon toſhow,, 
But vc alone, noperſon mult it know; 
And ik pee will the ſamine take on hand, 
Fo2 great pꝛoſite to vs both it will land, 
And will relieue vs of all ronertir, | 
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An tine comming, and line in honeffie. | 
Mee laid, God Dame J can well keepe connſell, 
| Df any thing that pe will to mee tell, 
LCTo keepe counſell it pertaines to a man, 
But by conttare is no woman that can; 
. Df their counſell J tead once in a tale, 
At is tomparde to butter in hote Kale. 
| Bet not the lelle the ſwth if v will ſhow, 
© What ener it be, there is no man ſhall knows 
Quoth thee, it is a thing of verifie, 
That may vs hold ape Gill in boneſkie. 
obe mre/ſaid hee, and J ſhall keepe counſell, 
Df oll ſecrets that ye will to mee tell. 
At my my power the ſame J ſhall fulfill, 

i Therefoze thew fwath if that it bee pour will; J 
. QAnoth ſhe, God fir, there hath been Knights thzes 
q Peere diuerſe times deſiring loue of mee, 
And pꝛomilde mee but doubt a god pꝛopine, 
Eachone ot them fiue ſcoꝛe of Flozens fine; 
At ſund2ie times eachane come quietlie, 
2 one knowing of others pꝛiuitie. 
Could wee this gold vnknowne get in our hand, 
Anto great fkeede but doubt it ſhould vs ſtand, 
Then ſaid the knight, Dame pee lap veritie, 
| % But of good zeale tell on how that can bee. 
Shce ſaid, God fir, my counſell pon ſhall heare, 
Pow pee ſhall doe, the way J ſhall yon leare, 
2 A pꝛomilde them enerie man by him ſell, 
NAlhen they ſhould come, the time J ſhould them fell 

n the ſame time at the gate pee ſhall Kand, 
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ight quietlie with your dꝛowne \wo2din hand, 

nd when thep come into their o2der ſa, 

e ſhall not faile all tho them foꝛ to la, 

50 thze hundzeth Flozens wee ſhallobtaine, 

ind none ſhall know, no2 pet the knights be ſcene; 
hom to he ſaid, O my beloned wife, | 
hould J fo2 gold take any man his life, 

o doe ſuch thing, of God J ſkand ſuch aw, 
und als it is contrare to the Kings law, 
Ind J doubt not if ſuch a thing were done, 

lithoutten doubt it ſhoutd bee knowne ſcone. 
Nuoth thee, feare not, the deede J take on hand, 
Co end it out peartlie thereat ſhall ſtand, 

And when her heard the tale then that ſhee tolde. 
It made the man moe hardie and moꝛe bolde. 
Oo by counſell of this ill wifes intent, in 
dhe caulde this Knight to that flaughter conſenf, | !! 
This ili woman when commed was the 3 + | 
Incontinent ſhee ſent fo2 the firft lmght,. 
But mo2e abode vnto the gate came hee, 
4s hee thought beſt knocked full quictlie. . 
Lhenanſwered ſhee, and at him conld eeTpeare, 
Vaue pee not bzought an hunozeth Flozens hre, 3 
But doubt laid he, I haue them heere pꝛeſlent. 
Then ſhe vnlockt the gate incontinent, yi 
as hee came in and entred at the gate, 
Then her husband ſuch a ſtrake on him ſet, 
Without moze talke, but thoztiic with his ſwo2d, * 
Baue him (auch waps, that he ſpake neuer wozd, 

With the iecond pee did the ſamine guiſe, 


| The fenen Sages. © | 
And with the third her playde onthe ſame wiſe, '- 
To a ſecret chamber their bodies dꝛew, 

That none ſhovld know that her any man flew, 
Then ſaid hee, Dame, ik their bodies be found, 
Mithin this place, oz pet within the ground: 


At ſhall not faile, but wee therefoze ſhall die, 
The moſt vilde dead that can tmagin'd be. 
They will bee miſt into the Court but doubt, 
And wul bee ſought in all theſe partes about: 
Shea ſaid, Good ſir, this wozke firſt J began, 
To endthat ſame right wonder well J can: 
3 Þy jofcarenot, as J haue ſaid befoze, 
4  Fo2 can dꝛeſle ſuch thing, ik it were moꝛe. 
This UL adie had into this ſame Citie, 
i. i A gentleman, and her bother was her. 
Mithin the Towne the guiding had to keepe, 
Ou'ꝰ rall the watches that they ſhould no way flepe, 
© Some the Right as hee paſt thꝛough the ſtræte, 
I: At her owne gate her bother could ſhe meete, 
A ſecret thing (quoth (hee ) my deare bꝛother, 
jt muſt (how you, as now vnto none other. 
| 1 Then entred hee, and the Knight her husband, 
bl Melcom'd him well; and twke him by the hand; 
Talkedat length, and merilie dzanke the wine, 
And then the Knight ſaid to her brother ſpne: 
1 Bꝛother ſaid hee J hoartlie pouenquire, 
f Ok your. tounſelt right greatlie J deſire, 
Co haue theſame; foꝛ ha reof à haue nde, 
& Yer bꝛother ſaid, Truelie ſo God mee lp de, 
At my power, my tounſell and god thought. 
N 
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po chall not want, and therein doubt per not. 
She ſaid Bꝛother, this is the vexiecace; ,. 


je ſeven wage 


Yefterdap laſt there came vnto dur plate, 
Unknowne to vs an hone ſt noble Knight, 

Whom wer entreated the beſt manner wer 122 
And ſo by chance hee fell in argument, 5 
Whereat mine huſband ſtod nothing content: 
At laſt hee ran ſo high in villanie / 


What would pe moꝛc? my huſband caulde him die, N 


And ſtill he lyeth-intoour chamber bid, 

To no perſons as pet is knowne this dæd: 
And wee haue none to doe fo2 vs as now, 
This great matter foꝛ to convoy but yon: 

If hee bee found with vs as chance may be, 
It will not faile but toubt wee ſhall both die. 
And ſhe made mention but of one A night, 
Not ſhewing hint the veritie no2 right: 

Her bꝛother ſ aid, Dely ver him to me, 

J ſhall him beare in a ſack to the ſea: 

Shee hearing that was verie blvth and glad, 
Delp vered him the dead u night as ſhe laid, 
And to the ſea the hie way he is paſt. 

With the dead Anight, and therein did him caſt. 
This being done, to his ſiſter he ſaid. ; | 
Pe are now quite of pon, therefoꝛe bee glad, - 

As ye deſirde this matter now is delt, 

Now fill the wine, let vs d2inke of the beſt. 


That ſhall vœ haue (quoth (he) with merrie cheers | 


With all our hearts the beſt that wee haue dere, 
To the — in all halt — n N 
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As u bad bckne — fo —_ bzought «i wins: 
And then begouth with a loude voice cocry, 
+ D dearcb2other, right wonder frayde am J, 
The ſamine knight that ve keſt in the ſea, 
An our chamber againe is come to mce. 
Then her bꝛother thereof had great mar vell: 
munen that he heard his ſiſter ſo him tell, 
j - AndJfruft that there cannot be ſuch thing, 
Pet not the leſle againe to me him b2tng, 
1 1 I ſhall him put he ſhall not come againe, 
| But ftillfo2ay J know he ſhall remaine. 
Be bound him ſaſt into another ſeck, 
With a great ſtone hanging about his neck: 
The next night toke, bele ving that it was 
. Che fliſt dead night, and to the ſea can palle, 
| Upon his back hee beſde him alſo right, 
And there but moꝛe caſts in the ſccondKnight, 
Then came hee home to his ſiſter and ſaid, 
16 Ho moꝛe vo ſhall with yon knight ve att aid, 
10 Foz he is caſt into the ſea ſo far, 
Chat well J know her ſhall never come nar, 
Thercloꝛe fill wine, and let vs dzinke about, 
Foꝛ ol von A night I put vou out of doubt, 
#} To her chamber to fetch wine ſh& did faine, 
2 With a loude voice ſhe cryde fraydely againe. 
DO my bother, the night, I ſay vou ſuxe, 
Mhom ve did dꝛowne is in my chamber ücꝛe⸗ 
|| Woe be tome, A know not what to ſay, 
2 — no meane ha will not bideaway- 
Wan the ard, and 8 What de vill is this | 
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And ay againe hee of the ea comes out, 
pet the third time dely ver him tome, 
And J no moze ſhall calf him in the ſea, 
But J ſhall burne his bones into a fire, 


That derie Knight her is. ſome witch I withs. -- - 
J hanchim-dzownde two ſundꝛie times but done; 


32other (ſaid ſhee) the ſame thing I deſire: | 


Then thee delpvered the laſt Knight ofthe ther, Y | 


And her beclev'd it was the firſt truely, 


So the thirdKnight away with him bath tane, 


knowingnothing but zallthzee had bene ane, 


Without the towne a mile from thecitic,. 
In a foꝛtett a great fy2e bigged hee, 


— the third Rnight bee caſt therein to burne, 


Belie ving well hee had done a god turne: 
Chat put away the verie inſtrument, 
That was able his ſiſter fo haue ſhent. 


This dead Knight burnt, that other did him ſpeed, 


4s becomes all to doe his naturall deed, 
Up from the kyꝛe hee paſt a bow-ſhot ſpoce, 
Into the wed to doe ſuch buſineſſe, 


Ando it chancve that ſamine verie night. 
Came thzough the way ryding andother Knight. * 5 


Which had a tryſt the mozne in that citie, 
At a juſting there him behov'de to bee: 
Fo2 wearineſſe was both hungrieand cold, 
Vee blent about, and the fy2e could beholy, 
Vim to refreth thither hee went thereto, |. 
But hee knew not what had beene there adde, 


e llgpted dotone, ir de pie done ta a tree, 72 A 
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2 ny tothe fy2e incontinent paſt hee, 
o warme his hands, and tocomfozt his coꝛſe, 
And fo2 a while to reſt his tyꝛed hoꝛſe. 
T ben the lame Knight that was d Womans bꝛother 
Came to the kpꝛe againe, and ſaw another 
Stand at the ſy2e, whom to hee ſaid in hy. 
| : That may thou bee? hee ſaid, anight am 4. 
Auoth hee againe, I know thou art no knight, 
bon art a devill, that well J wote full right: 
i TwiſeJ thee dzowude, the firſt time in a leck, 
The ſecond time a great ſtone at thy neck; 
f I: * Andnow thirdly J burnt the in this fy2ec, 
And vet to liue J thinke thou wilt not ty2c: 
FR . Mere thou the devill, aud als the devills dame, 
Erez were comb2ed ſo with thee as J am, 
12 rather burne the ten tymes in a fy2e 
'1 i , Why hozſe,thy ſclfe,both thy bowk bont s, and lyze: 
| As hee ſo laid, in his armes hee him toke, 
In mids the fyze hee keſt him in the ſmoke, 
1 | And then his hozſe aboue him alſo keſt, 
Bo burnt them both ere ever hee toke refk, 
| qi Co his ſiſter then came hee home againe, 
bps m brtide, bee told to her in plaine. 
Fill the beit wine ( quoth he) and ſpare it nought, 
Foꝛ without doubt right deare J haue it bought. 
+ UUhen in the fire that 4 had burnthim once, 
Incontinent hee ſtands vp bowke and bones 
Befoꝛze the fire, and his hozſc him beſide, 
hat vevill (laid 3)1 me think thon wapes to ride, 
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The ſeuen Sages. i 
All this ſiſter, ſaid hee chancde mes befall, -. -. --.. | 
Then in her minde ſhee kelk incontinent, = 
That hee had burnt aKnight of Toznament:: 

pet not the leſſe, ſh bzonghthim the belt wine, 
D:ankemerily, and ſo paſt his way ſyne, ii 
Not long after, this wife and > 0 aa A 
Fell in debate by chance vpon a night, 2» .|l 
And the gaue him ſome w92dsoutragious,. :.2 
High and halting, and verie deſpitous, * if i 
Wherethzongh hee grew with her inmatalent, . 

Two ſtripes oꝛ thꝛæ ſu hath he to her ſen t. 
Chen ſaid his wife, thiefe, wilt than murther my { 
As thou haſt done the Emperours Knights thza2-- | | 
Thou ſervelt well to bee hanged and dane, 
Ifſuch things were vnto dur e ee 


They were ſent fo2 but any delataur, 
UUho were accuſde of ſuch a cruell cxi 
Sane ſhæ confeſt the ded; the hour. | 
How hee murd2eift the E mperours Raightsthy 
UUlthin the night into great cru 

And how that they ſpoyled krom e ver Knight, | 
Fiueſcoze Flozens of gold that was ſo.bzight; . . 
And how that ſhee the matter ficſt invented, 

And how that hee theroto fixt-viſaſſented, . 

do they were both condemaed by the law, Q 
That Dfficersat hozſe-tailes ſhould them dꝛaw, 
To the gallous out thzough the whole citie, 


The ſeven Sages: 
To their great ſhame that each man mi ght it ſæ, 
On the gallous they were put both to dead, 
As they deſerv d but mercie oꝛ remead. 
The Paſſer ſaid vnto the Emperour, 
Ser bd they not death that made ſo great murther, 
| The @mperour ſaiv, that wife was wonder evill, 
By appearance was tempted with the devill. 
Dh was the fürſt the mattermov'd and baed, 
| Likeiviſe the firſt the lamin cauſde out- ſpꝛed. 
The Paſtet laid, wozſe ſhall come to your ſell, 
lay v pourſonne fo2 pour ill wifes counſell: 
- Dy ſonne, ſaid her, foꝛ that ve now haue ſaid, 
There ſhall no charge of death bee to him laid, 
As foz this day therefoꝛe palle to your place. 
Che Matter faid, God fave pour noble grace, 
So twke his leave, and with a merrie heart, 
To his owne houfe from the Court did depart. 


Wos the Empꝛelle oftheſe tythings heard fell 
She was mott like fo? to haue flaine your ſell, 

As «wind wife came to the Emperour, 

| Behold; ſaid che, a woman ofdolour, - 

Except that ve mœ ſoner get remead, 

I ſhall but doubt mine owne ſelfe put te dead. 

J am fo ſhamde with the countrie about, 

That I thinke ſhame ol my chamber come out, 

And no remead, what ever J doe oz fay, © © 

But with falſe tales put off from day to dap, 

Fy vpon pou that ſuffers ſuch a thing, 

Pe are not wozth tobe Empereur no Ring, 
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pt cure no ſhame, v cure no wozlds wonder, 
To haue me ſhamde, and to be put at vnde: 
And to bee ſhamde, and callde an Emperours wife. 
J ſhall rather my ſelfe fall on a knife: | 
The paine of death indures but balfe an houre, 
But evermoꝛe ſhame ſhall degrad honour. 
The Emperour laid, J pzay God you defend, 
That ve take not ſuch an vnhappie end, 

To take in thought your obne ſelfe fo2 to fla, 
Mhat ever ve doe, J-pzay vou doe not ſa, 
And J pzay God that Inet cauſer be, 

Df ſuch miſchance, noz ſuch adverſitie; 
But will ve thole, and ſuffec a litle while, 
Your cauſe will come to a far better file, - 
And pour complaint will haue the better end, 
Pour juſt quar rell ever J ſhall deten. 
Auoth ſhæ againe, The end ſhall not be gd: 
Both vou and mee it ſhall vs both erclude A 
Off this Ampire, and put vs to confuſion, , 
Pon ſeven Maſters leads you to ſuch — 0 
That it ſhall chance toyouboereafterward, + 
as it came totheRingand his Steward. 
The Emperour ſatd, A-p2ay you not to faile, _ 
Ok pour godneſſe fœth to me tell that tale. ä 
Phe ſaid, Py Lo2d, to tellthat tale againe, 
Mell F perceiue it will be but in vains: 

Foz the next day the ſeventh Matter wiil come, 
And tell a tale toſaue your ſon that* $ duUmbe, 
And helpe him as his fellowesdid befoe, | 
Fra they haue done, ye will heare mer na mo2zry 
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On the eight day then ſhall vour owne ſonne come, 
And telthisfale which this long time was dumbe : . 
To whoſe talking ver ſhall gine ſuch pleaſure, 


Chat J ſhall bee put fozthof your memour, |. 
8 And the great loue bet wirt vs two hath beene, ws: 
In time comming now ſhall bee fozgote cleane. 4 
Che Emperqur ſaid, Such a thing can not bee, * 
Miithout pee ſerue the ſame vawitting me, \nd 
[ Which J beleeve was never in your thought, And 
, Chereloꝛe as pet ſuch thing trow will J nought. 
The Empf. elle ſaid, Then ſhall à tell my tale, 10 
"EUbich to your Grace it ſhall greatly availe, The 
| 7 nd cauſe you from great perills to eſchew, Firſt 
fi 2 J perceaue is elſe pꝛeparde foꝛ you, 80 n 
y voux curſt ſonne, and his ſeven Maſters all, For 
Abich after this right well perceaue pe ſhall. 10 , 
2 The Emperour ſaid, Now J p2ay pour godneſfe, * 
Lell foth your tale, andleauethat buſinelle, | 
du ſhee began her tale with fained cheare, Bot 
Not blyth at heart as pee ſhall after heare. The 
But ere thee tell her tale fw2th to the king, Wh 
5 the laſt tale yet let vs ſay ſome thing. 3 
 MORALITAS, * 
1 Mercie God what thing is this, 
This matter great it marvells mee, An 
That cunning Clarkes can not diicuſlz, | No 
he ill and the iniquitie, | Of 
hat into women beeue: W. 
bred With great tray and teene, as Th 
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he great deceat and ſubtletie, * 
zuch keeneneſle with great crueltie, 
Was never heard nor ſeene. 
This Lady in her window ler, 
Singing her notes fo curious: 
preſenting there the Devills net, 
nder colour ſo cautelous; 
oung men are to her gane, 
and in her net are tane, 
{ad ſhee with minde malicious, 
Cauſde murder them ilkane, 
This murther then ſhee did invent, 
That cauſde theſe men for to bee ſlaine, 
Then was the very initrument, 
Firlt to make it know ne againe: 
zo many wayes ſhee fand. 
For to tyſt her husband, 
To doe miſchiefe With ſuch falſe traine, 
And then the lame ſhee could not iane, 
But made it knowne fra hand, 
Through her malice and her enyy, 
Both of her husband and her ſell : 
The cruell murther ſheegid ourcry, 
Whereofneighbours had great maryell, 
Which thirg they never knew, | 
While that the wife it new: 
And cauſde her the erneth to tell, 
How all the matter firſt be fell, 
And how the Knights they flew; 
Who were punithc for their mildeede, 
And gore the rigour of the Law, 
Now, firs, perceiue what doth proceede, 
Of an ill womans ſaw, 
Whooredome was firlt in plaine, 
Then greedineſſe but lane, 


The Neven 
To wone the woman as yee 8 T Aue 
The gold and ſlaughter did on draw, doe 
and cabſde both men bee flaines 
Therefore lay, yee that haue wiucs, 
Let them not all your ſecrets know, 
For if it chance that they two ſtriues, 
All that ſhee knowes, that will ſhee how, 
And rather more than leſſs, © 
{| They haue that vic expreſſes 
For it yee lend them once a blaw, | 
Quite, old freigdthip they iet faw. ant 
Tarnes all ro wickedneſle. 
43 did chis wife ip great malice, 
Her husband and her ſelfe put dowae, 
Through her counſell and covetice, 
To hide the ſame had no reaſoun. 
What thing yee would haue hid, 
That to your wife fotbide, 
And it were never ſo great neafaun, 
| That ſhee ſhall tell through all the towne, 
if As this wicked-wife did. 
Fe Wiſeman ſayes,theit tongues are ſharp 
As any ſword is wrought with hand, 
Where with ſo crouſlie they doe carpe, 
Each word they ſay alone ſhall ſtand; 
They are ſo outragious, 
Wrathfull and — 
Y They curenotthe wag of a wand, 
To cauſe you tyne both life and land, 
When they grow furious. 
God ſaue my ſelfe from ſuch a ſort, 
For l perceiue they are perilous; 
I promiſe you it is no ſport, 
; To find your vofreind in your honſe; 
Whether it bee hee or ſhe, 
e tell all that I doc, 
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4nd they bee bold and boaſteous, | 


So cumberſome 2nd malitious, 
7 can not cell whereto, 


Proverb. V. 


Ui We intender is malitiæ mulieris „Jia nov. 


maillins amara qu. i aß ſynthium: long? fac ab ea 


viam tuam, quia lingua et us acuta quaſ gladins 
ke” & pedes ejus deſcendun in martem. 


A praiſe to the ſixt NoRour. 
Hy poldew rongue with grace fo thou hu guided, 
That to this child yet life thou haft provided, 
Contrare the Queens, a Hengeance on her corſe, 
But without doubt ere ſentence bee decyded, 
1 know the Child boldly hee will abide it. 
Fer why! bee knowes beth the beft and the worſey 
Aud f ſo bee the Queene muſt bide on force, 
Tet wot the leſſe thow ſbould haue than tes but doubt 


Thou god Maſter, that kept thy day about, 


The Empreſſe ſeventh tale. 


Efo2e this time there was a noble King, 
Thatlov'dhis wife abous each earthly thing, 
He had to her ſo great loue and favour, - 

He keped her each day within cloſour, 

Jnthe — houſe of a ſtrengthie caſtell, 
Whereof the kepes be keped ay himſell: 
thereat this Lady toke great heavineſe; 7 
That ſh was holden into great ſtraitnelle, 
anted ſolace, and all god com pauie, 


But when the king came in allanerlp. 

In other parts there was a noble night, 

It chanced him to dꝛeame into the night, 

Into his lepe hee thought well that hee ſaw, 

Che faireſt thing that ever man did knaw, 

Whoſe loue he covet aboue each earthly thing, 

If hee might lee her on the earth walking: 

Nothing doubting but by her come ſyould hee, 

To great honour, wozſhip, and honeſtie. 

Chat ſamin Quene that night in viſion, 

2eamde of this Knight, and on this ſame faſhion, 

And yet neither of other knew the name, 

Ns82 knowledge had by faſhion o2 by fame: 

This Ki©tght hee roſe vpon the moꝛne earely, 

Remembzed well on this dꝛeame ſickerly, 

And oetermed into his minde and thought, 

bat by no manner way reſt would hee nought, 

| | Unto the time that Ladie while hee fand, 

At that ſhee might bee gotten in any land, 

Lap on his hoꝛſe, and in haſt fo2th hee rave 

ö To ſeke his Qucene no longer tary made, 

9 Thꝛough ropall reahnes,x diverſe great countries, 

| Th2ough rich regions, and (emely kaixe cities, 

This faire Ladie yead ſo far in his thought. 
There was no lands foz her hee left vnſought: 

Muhle at the last hee came toa citie, 171 

| There hee got wit there was a faire Ladle: 

x K ped ſo clofe, that none might come her till, 

k Except alone it were the kings will; 

| Epecehs: ſojournde foz his paſtime a ſpace, 
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The ſeuen Sages, 
pim to rekrech in mirth and merrineſſe. 
Ho it koʒtunde to him vpon a day, 
Palle by this place where that this Ladte lap, 


In her window looking foꝛth her alone, 
*02 other game and paſtime gote ſhee none: 
Ho ſhe chanced ſcone fo2 to get a ſight, 
UUhom of ſhe dꝛeamde, of this ſane verie knight; 
Thinking right well the lamine man was hee, 
Into her dzeame befoze that ſhee did fre: 
He not knowing that the Ladie was there, 
But by chance came downe by making repare, 
In meane ſeaſon hee lifted up his eye, 
In her window this Kadie can hee (ce, 
Thinking right well it was the ſamine Qucene, 
Chat hee befoꝛe into his dꝛeame had ſoene: 

Zhen hee began to ſing aſong ol tone, 


UUyich when ſhee heard, greatly it did her mone, 


Unt his loue, and pzinted in her heart, 
UAhich was vnknowne tohim in any part, 
Pet not the leſte daylp hee made repaire, 

A bout this place to take paſtime and aire. 
Then this Ladie perteaving this at all, 

4 bill of loue to him ſhee let downe fall, 

And hee in haſt read over this pꝛettie bill, 
Perceiving well this noble minde and will: 
From this time fœzth hee vied daplp jufftag, 
Bꝛeaking of ſpeares, aud alſo hozſe running, 
Calling of ſtone, and als the leaden mell, 
UU:efling and leaping hee did exerce hum ſell, 
Daylp ſuch aas hee vlde, and honell da des, 


That 
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e leven Sages. 

Chat in the Court his fame and wo2d bpſpzeads, 
While at the laſt his name and god beating, 
And honeft aas were ſhowne vnto the Ring. 
The King hearing his valiant toznament, 

Yee ſent foz bim meNage incontinent, 

Who charged him, the King her ſhould come till, 
To heare his mynde, his pleaſure and his will, 
Who came to him with all humilitie, 

As him cffxrde lowkneling on his knee. 
Sit n night bee ſaid, J haue heard of you tell, 
How in god aas vœ haue exertde pour ſell, 

Into my Court amongſt my Gentlemen, 
Thereloze ſith J ſuch acts doe of you ken, 
Pleaſe yeremaine into our companie, 

Þ & ſhall haue gifts and god reward of me, 
And bee one ef my guard and my counſell, 

o it pleaſe you with vs remaine and dwell. 


Then laid the night, and pleaſe your Pajeſtte, 
To haue ſer vice ot ſuch a man as ma: 


I ſhall youſerue both with mine hand and heart, 
In all affaires ſuch as pertaincs my part, 
Mithout reward, 02 any recompence, 

So that J may daply haue pour pꝛeſence, 

And ſince pour Grace hath now delpꝛed mee, 


Into pour guard, and on pour counſell bee, 
A would ponr Grace to my deſy2e would grant, 


So on ſervite the better J might hant, 
A new ludging to haue at the tow2es ſide, 


At that your Grace næded vxon mex call. 


TUhere J might be, and at rout bidding bide, 
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e ſeuen Sages. 
e might cauſe cry out over the Caſtie wall. 
Chen (aid the king, Faith I conſent thereto, 

Goe big pour houſe, as vt thinke beſt to doe. 

Chen paſt the Knight ere ever he would tyze, 

And fed woꝛzkmen, and pzomiſde them god hyꝛze. 
His houſe was bigde with tymber, ſtone, and thack, 
With a Paſon he made a derne Contract, | 
Out from his houſe to make a ſmall paſſage, y 
Into the tow2e where this Quene was in cage, 
{hen this was done, after his owne intent. 

This ſame Paſon he kilde incontinent, 

That he ſhould not diſcover his ſecree, 

#0: his reward this wozkeman this gote he. 

Then went this night when he liſt tothe Zune 
In ſecret ſozt, and with no man was ſene, 
Did her ſervice as could him well effere, 
Thenthey talked ot divers matters (ere, 
Amon git the reſt he ſpake to her of loue, 
Ahich in a part her heart did greatly moue, 
Howbeit as then ſhes was not well contented, 
pet afterward to his will ſhe conſented; 

So in her thought the Quene keſt on a dap, 

Of this matter what the ſhould doe oz ſay, 
Touching the knight, and als her owne 8 
Ba ſuch thing knowne, then baniſhing the land, 

o my tinſell, and ever woꝛlds ſhame, 

02 vpon me would bee laid all the blame, 
wecauſe that J would not the Knight diſcure, 
hall bee calde the ill woman full ſure, 

lie the Knight bo ſhall eſcape no way, 


But 
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e even Sages. 
But of the death the ſharpe hee ſhall eſſay, 
Cheretoꝛe is beſt, and 3 perceaue my ſell, 

Co hold my tongue, and not a way to tell, 
And ſo all times when they two pleaſde to met, 
By this derne way they went to their ſecret, 
Then after ward the U ing gaue him a Ring, 
A hich at wedlocke ſh& recetvde from the King, 
77 Great toznaments this Knight he vlde daylie, 
” Andeverbao2e awap the victo2te, 
Mherethꝛough her ſtod both in court and we Ling 
In great {avoenr foꝛ his manlic having, 
Into lo far that hee was after ward 
Made by the King Controller and Steward, 
And all his Realme her hade in regiment; 
Tokeinhs mailes, araſſe-ſutzmes & dayly rent, 
Upon a day it did appleaſe the Ring. 
Fo: his pleaſure to paſſe vato hunting, 
Tohis Steward the Zing gaue then command, 
To bee readie, andpaſle with him fra hand. 
Upon the moꝛne then all the Court vpꝛoſe, 
And with the n ing all to the hunting goes, 
All the day long they chaſe in the Foꝛreſt, 
While the ing thoght they wold haue had ſome rel 
F o2 hee was tyꝛde and wearie all bygane, 
So he repoſte beſide a faixe fountaine: 
Chen his Steward where be ſate with the King, 
© After travell hee fell vpon lle ping, 
And ſo the Bing percetved at the laſt, 
The Qutenes ring vpon his finger faſt, 
Which the knight knew by countenance ofthe — 
| 4 
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The ſeuen Sages. "Sg 
That hee had ſeene and marked that each Ring⸗ 
Then tothe Ring with kained countenance; | 
Pee ſaid Py Lo2d, this is the verie chance; | 
A maladie hath tane mee in this tide, 

J am ſo ſicke, no moze hunting can bide: 
BD Unlefſe 3 get the ſooner ſome remead, | 
I doubt right ſoze that it all ba me dead. | 
Pꝛapying vour Grace that ye would grant me lieus 
Fo2 to paſle home, your Grace not los te grieue, 
Quoth hee God Friend ,if pee pleaſe fo paiſe hams | 
J grant pou leaue, paſſe on in Gods Name: 1 
Incontinent hee leapt vpon his hozſe, ' 
Fainiag himſelfe to haue a ſtcklie coꝛſe. 
Home to his houſe into all haitc hee rode, 
And tothe Aue ne he paſt withoutten bode: 
Without pꝛocelle delinered her the King, 
Chat ſhe befoze had gotten frem the Ring, 
I And tolde her how th:King the ſame did know, 

On his finger, on lleepe when hee him law, 
Beleeching her if that the Kings Grace: + 
Ask'ò fo2 the Ning within ſhoꝛt time oz ſvace, 
Shee would him (ow the lame but queſtion, 
Fo2 to exclude ill woꝛd and ſuſpition: 
Chis beeing done, hee paſt his pziuie wap, 
And to his bed hee made him but delap. 
Lhe hunting done the U ing came home at Cuen, 
Incontineut hee laid vntothe Quwne, 
A here is the King in wedlocke 4 you gaue, 
Shew mee the ſame, fo2 A the lame muſt haue, 
Dyee (aid, ByLozd, ſo ſone to what intent: 
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Mould pee it ſee, no way it is abfent. 
Then ſato the Ning, hob meeit incbmtttenrz 
D2 I ſweare you pee ſhallit ſoꝛe repent. . 
Then vp thee roſe, and to her coffer went, 
And bꝛougyt the King to him incontinent, 
Mhen hee it ſaw, hee was right wonder glade, 
And halfe aſhamde vnto the Qucene hee ſaid, 
Madame, fo: ſoth ſince firſt houre J was bo2ne, | 
Do libe a Ring by wozkemen made o2 thozne, 
Tothe Knights King and pours A neuer ſaw, 

N A I would haue (wo2ne, but that now J doc know, 
{1 Both had beene one, that cauſde me agke pour King 
be 

4 


5 Shee (aid, My Loꝛd, belecue pee ſuch a thing: 
Nay ,nay. Madame, I cry you now mercie, 
Ao: well J know ſuch thing there cannet bee. 
* Shce ſaid, Py Lo2d, take not ſuch thing in thonght 4 
Foz the ſame man perchance h pour ring wzought | 

i ” Path made the iinights, and on the lamine ſozt, 
id 1 * Nuoth hee, Madame, J laid it but in ſpoꝛt: 

ih h Quoth (ce, Dy L 02d , God mot grant you pardon, 
Akree mee had in any ſuſpition: 

Wl | God fo2giue your ill ſuſptcious minde, 

ul N If rec ſuſpeu in ame ſoꝛt oꝛ kinde: 

9 Conũdering of pour Caftle the ſtrength, 

"if | And my lawtic per haue knowne at the length. 
And then your ſelke had the kepes in keeping, 
AZ maruell how pee can ſuſpea ſuch thing. 

| Þ Quoth hee Madame, I pzay you take patience, 

10 2 ſaid nothing foz to doe pou offence, 

I But as vee know deürde my Ring to ſee, 
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7 hich now againe ve ſhall receiue ot me. 
With all god will as euer I rf gaue, ws | 
hee ſais, Py Loꝛd, the ſame J will receaue?e 
So afterward po ſuſpect mee no way, | 
Pee ſaid, Madame that ſhall J not perfap. 

after this time the knight cauſed pzefare, 

In his obone houſe a banket oz dinner: 

Chen to the ing hee ſaid , And pleaſe pour Grace, 
This is the trueth, the verle cauſe and cace: 

Dy bed-fellow is come fromher Countrie, 
Which thought right long my pꝛeſente foz fo ſes 
To her I taulde a dinnet to pꝛepate, 

Mith all my heart J would your Grace were theret 
And pleaſe your Grace to doe me ſuch honour, 
Durelie hee ſaid, J will doe pou pleaſure. 

In that behalfe, and it were ma klemoze, 

The knight he knelde, and thanked him therekoze, 
Then in his heart hee was right wonder glad, 

Foz the kind woꝛds that the ing to him laid: 

on, Then paſt he to the Qucene incontinent, 

By his derne Caue the hie way is hee went. 
And ſaid, Hadame, And pleaſe you take ſuch paine 
Into mine houſe to dyne with your @oueraigne, 
The lamine day, and cloth you vp richlie, 
as is the vſe and guiſe of my Ccaatrie: 

And ſit thereat at table with the Wing, 

Euen as pee were my wife ſpoul' d with a ing. 8 

And make him all the paſtime and god cheare, 

As i his Grace in beſt ſoꝛt can efleree : 

Vcc ſaid, Dit night as re pieaſcſo J will, 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
As beſt J can your pleaſure to fulfill. 
The houre became and dinner time of dap, 
To the A nights houſe, the ing came on the way. 
In the meane time theQuenc came her derne gate 
In the Knights hall beliue ſhe gote her leat, 
In ſuch clothing as the Anigbt gaue command, 
After the guiſe and faſhionof his land, 
And when the Ring came tothe kni abks haw. 
eo ſcone as de the Ladies vllage ſaw : 
He thought ſhe was woman likeſt his Qucene, 


(i Since he was bozne, that euer hee law with ene, 
Pet not the leſſe, eachone on their maner. s 
They hailſed other as could them beſt cffere : 


. 


i 


1 


if 


p 


F 


Then to the night the Bing ſaidquietlie, 
what is ſhe this ſo ſeemelie fozto e? 


The Unight, hee ſaid, And pleaſe your Maj eſlie,. 
This is foꝛſoth my Lou and my Lavie, 
; i Who of long time from me hath beene abſent, 


But now J am of her comming content: 

Oo that pe bee content that ſhe is hare, 

A am ( (aid hee) ſo Sod grant mee god cheare, 
And firſt they wach, and then to table went, 
And euermoꝛe the King in his intent, | 
| Thoght that he knew the Queen, z had knowledge, 
By her falhion, her fozme and her viſage, 5 
And to himſelfe hee laid in ail his like, 
a neuer ſaw woman mo22 like his wife, 


; Pet not the lcfſe the ſtrength of his owne toe, 


Wh That in ſo lar, hee gaue far moꝛe credence, 


Deceiu de his minde, and led him in errour, 


To 


The ſeuen Sages. 
To the Knights woꝛds and coloured eloquence, 
han to the thing hee ſaw with his owne ene: 
1bich blindly cauſoe him to misknow the Queens 


AM 


= : Then ſh began to talke of ſome gladneſſe, 
und fir the King vp in ſome merinelle, 
do ſone as hee heard her (peach and her boyce, 
NNhether to ſpeake, oꝛ fo2 to hold him cioſe, 
Je not well wif, but vet ſaid to himſell, 
lord in heauen, here is a great maruell: 
his woman is in faſhton and fauour, 
In ſv&ch, in vopce, makedome, and p02 tratour. 
„In behauiour and als in conditions, 
In foꝛme in kate, in maners and kaſhions, 
And in all ſoꝛt ſo done like mine owneQuane. 
In all this wozld was neuer liker ſcenc. 
And pet the ſtrength of the tow2e him beguilde, 
Malith the Knights words that him ſo flielte ſylde: 
Ho at the meate with merinefte among, 
he Knight deſirde the Qucene to ſing a ſong, 
hen ſhee began to ſing a ſong of loue, 
he King hearing, greatlie his heart can moue. 
Haid tohimſclſe, And this bee not my wife, 
5 know ſhe is not l:utng vpon life, 
And then againe hee thought that can not be, 
ge, or I my ſelfe in keeping haue the kep: 
Il the great towꝛe where no man can come in, 
But J my ſelke that keepes both key and gin, 
hat no man can enter within that towꝛe, 
-rccpt my ſelfe neither by time nor houre. 
do all dinner hee late in ſuch conceate, 
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With his owne ſelfe into tuch ſtrange debate, 
And ſo hee late and wiſt not what to ſay, 
And at the laſt he bade ſone take away * 


P 
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The table and cloath, hee would no longer byde, IF 


Me ſaid hee would about the fteldes ryde. 
Then ſaidtheKnight, And pleaſe your noble grhie 
Fo: to remaine a pꝛettie little ſpace: 

Nee ſhall yon make moꝛe merrincſfe and cheere, 
Foz without doubt your Grace is welcome heere. 
Then laid the Queene, and pleaſe your Maſeſtie, 
Joꝛ to remaine with vs in companie, 

Mer Hall you make then metineſſe and ſpozf, 
Allthat wer can to hold vou in comfo2f, 
Suchitke as doth theQueene in her ſolace, 

Mith allſeruite that wee can doe pour grace , 
Foz all requeſt, plainlie the king ſaid nag 

Fo: torematne: cauſde take the table away, 
And ſaid, Pe was intothat ſamine tive, 

In ſuch farnſteheemight no longer bide- 

And ſo the cloath and table away was tane, 

Up roſe the King, and to the flmze is gane: 


. Thanked the R night of his kindneſſe and cheare, 


The Ladie als into the beſt maner: 
Shen in all baſte to the Caſtle hee went, 
Po ſee the Queene iẽ ſhee was there pꝛeſent, 


N 10 And then the Queene went on her pꝛiuie way, 
1 Kecff offher cloathes, and her vncouth array, 
And when the Bing entred within the tow2e, 


POM found the Quene ſitting into her bow2e: 
„ An the ſarze cloathes, and ſoꝛt as hee her lekt. 5 
hel 


ne 
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he TD 5 in in hie wah halfe berelt: 
whe her ſaw, hee bꝛac her twile ozftþzilc, 
And ſaid, Mabame, Tam in afanſiſe, 
This dap 3 dyn d with the knight as ye knaw, 
Nnd with his loue the which I 1 ſaw, 
Lo like to pou by fozme oz by 
o pech and vopce and als condition, 
All dinner time J was fo ſtirr d in thought, 
Chat J wilt not if it was ver 02 gought: 
And aye mp minde it was in ſuch diſpare, 
J knew not well ik ye were harre oz there: 
Chen ſaid the Quckne, I inaruellof pour minde, 
That to ſuch thing your heart ſhould bee inclinde: 
#02 p know well the great ſtrength of pour towꝛe 
As to the kepes they are at pour pleaſure, 
And mp bodte ve know hath no credence, 
To come oꝛ gang without your owne licence. 
And as pee know to flee J haue no wings, 
gow can pee then imagine ſuch like things? 
What kind of way is poſſible to mee, 
*0; to bee in von knightes companie, 
Ifeuec pee reade the Boke of Phiſnomic, 
Lhercin pee map right well read and eſpie, 
That it may ſtand one to bee like another, 
Vowbeit that one bee not ſibbe to the other: | 
Cherefoze, my Loꝛd, J pourequire on right, 
Vaue no reſpect bet wixt mee and pon knight. 
Then ſaid the King, Foꝛſcoth that ſhall not bee, 
grant my ſelfe1nto this fault gailtre; 
Iato ſo far,as I miſocemed you, 
| 
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Thersi is y2catiſe ſurh thing to bine 1 kuli: 
Then ſaid theQueeite, Sith aui tieye You | 
I you foꝛgiue, ſo geh wing ver nok hant. 
Lpon the Horne hennight (aid to the Uhu 
ind pleaſe pour Grace pe wil tant me one tin 
Chis lo ig ago? J haue you done ſeruice, mh 


% 


Che velt J conlypertaining mine office, , 
Pe ſe my loue sone krom her counttie, 110 
For to ceturne h&nmeward to cauſe mee, 

And J intend (if it bee your pleaſure, 

| Unto my lone pee would doe ſttch honour ) 

To marrie her in kace of holie Kirke, 

As God commands all Chuſtian men to wirke. 
To bee at home called my lawfnll wiſe, 

” Edhile dowieſome death doe part vs from this life, 
Beſæching ſo pour noble Grace therekoꝛe, 
Fo: my reward as now Jaske no moze: 

But with pour hand deliuer her tomee, 

E koꝛe the Pꝛieſt, t hat the people map ſee: 

It will be calde to mee a great honour, 

0 that it be pour Graces ownepleaſure. 

En here that my wife was giuen me by ain 85 
In our countrie will bee calde a great thing: 

0 3 lach affaires as is the old faſhion, 

i 0 Unto Uedlocke when twolome makes them bowne, 

Sben ſaid the Bing. Your reward is to ſmall, 

Tyat pe deſireoꝛ charges ma withall. 

10 That I doe that right gladly foꝛ pour ſake , 
Aid fo her ſake that now thonld be pout make, 
I The Baight thanked the ing a thouſand yfe: JE 
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Chat anfwerde han fokindlie in ſuch wife. 

The marigge ans day sk the banque e, 

Che ing Yume caulde deuiſe and (ef, 

On the which day the ing with great honour, 
Came to the Church to doe the Kiilghe pleaſure; 
The pariſh Bꝛieſt withhis Churchlie veltmeats, 
as well induerd in all abillements;* * 

Fo: to fol mne the band of mariage, 

Into the Church as then was the vfage: 
Ji this meane time the night canſde make ready 
In hisownehouſe his loue and his Ladie; 
Mell all clade vp after the conſuetude. 

Ok his Countrie which he thought was moff ad. 
And caulde two Rnights her to the Church conuox 
ke, t Aith great blithneſſe, ſolemnitie and top; 
Jo; all belceude his Parainour che had denne, 
Vowhoit thee was ind ede their natine Quene, 
Then ſaid the Pꝛieſt, the which was his duetie, 
Mho deltuers this woman now tome? 
That Jagaine may giue her totinstznight, 

In taco of Church, and of the peo lesſight: 

Then ſaid the Ring, That ſhall { doe bedene, 
15:cauſe ſhe is ſo wonder ltke mp Naxne, © 

i loue her all the better bp mp life, OY 
Yer face and fauour ts ſo done like my wife, un; 
As is the vſe of fillin gof uch bauds, el 
The Ring hee tooke his owne wife byth⸗ t 
And tothe Nrleſt hee gaue this Uadie bright, 
Tie Pick againe gaue her vnte the night: 
&{yolic Church after the olde fathioa: + 
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j IE 1eneh Sages. 
| von he 3 to read his Oziſan, 
{ Upon his  booke right buſilie can he ſay , 

The band complete hee made betwene them tina, 
This being done, the kaight ſaid to the King, 
Dir pee haue done to mee a kindlie thing: 

| ith your owne hand that hath deliuered mee, 


This noble woman befoze this companie, 

Py chip wherein wee purpole to paſſe hame, 

Js readie nod flœting on the fame, 

1 And wa would faine with pour Graces licence, 

"41 Tus were furdzed home ward fo2 to paſſe hence, 

Sy Mariners they are in readineſle, 

CTo take vv Dailes, and to the dea them delle, 

Cher efoꝛe J would pour noble Pajeſtie. 

1 1 Dith pee haue ſhowne ſo great kindnelle to me, 

; Unto my lip ve would my wife conuop, 

Foꝛ ſhe therefoꝛe would haue great mirth and ſoy: 

Conhdecing ſhe is now to depart, 

- would her doe great comfozt at the heart. 

And als J would ve gaue her god counſell, 

All men liuing fo2 fo foꝛſake all haill: | 

ow now alone which is her owne true knight, | 
| 
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And maried her into pour Graces ſight, 
1 Then laid the king, All ſuch is right godlie, 
The maried wike ubedient to ber: | 
8 To her husband, and all other refuſe, a 
4 J hane no doubt but all fuch ſho will vſe- 
Typen went the King with all his companie, | 
9 And to the ip conuopde that faire Ladie. : 
And by the way his coun ſell hee her ſhew. The 
ha 


The feuen Sages. 
hat hee ſhould bee to her knight traiſt and true, 
him toobey, and hold him in honour, 

Loue him alone abeue all creature: 

And none liuing in her minde koꝛ to haue, 

hoſe counſell then J truſt ſhx did receiue: 
Then the Zuene ſaid. And pleaſe yourYajelfie, 
This good counf ell that ve haue tolde to ma; 

It ſhall be done, ifit were ten times moꝛe, 
Auoth hee, Padame now J thanke you therefgze: 
Pꝛaping to God your worſhip well conuop, 

do to pour Land, that y& may come with jop: 
And then he twke the Quene ſirſt by the hand, 
And thentheznight which then was herhusband: 
And gaue them both his bleſſing where her ſfod, 
Which to the Auen as ſhe thought was right god | 
Foz at that time thx thought it was her part, 1 
Powbeit the King was blinded to the heart. | 
do firſt the Anerne, and then the nobi: knight, {| 
At this blind king either they toke god night. 
The king her kill d, and bape fat well, adew, 1 
Do likomp wife (quoth he) J neuer knew: 

And her fauour will cauſe me thinke on pou, 
When ve are paſt, this trulie pee map trow, 
Then faid the Quznelow kneling on her knee, 
I thanke your grace that ſach thought takes on me 
Doe J not ſo, when that we are come hame. 
And thinke on pou, Jam right far to blame. 

Foꝛ great kindneſſe and in ward tourteſte, 

Chat ve haue done to your owne knight and me, 
This being done, to ſhip they make paſſage 


hat Entrey 


Cree ages. 

Entred in bro2d, and made fo2 töeir boyage, 

| K 1iſed vp Ancers and Cables in thep dzzw, .. 

The winde was kaire, euen as they would if blew; 

| Valed vp lailes and to the Sea they paſt, 

The Skipper ſpeld with ſpede to the Top- maſt. 
To ſpy the weather, iktempeſt did appeare, 

| Intothat caſe the Saples the lower beare , 

Withtn ſhoꝛt time the ſhip was out of (tghf, 

So was the king both quite of Queene and night 
And then with ſpeede the King homeward hee went 

1 To vis Caſtle and found th: Nuxnc abſent, 

At ha was noyde and crabed at the heart, 

160 2 k nod ba few of ſturt can tell his part, 

Vis ſace it ſwate, his fa te and an ds hee Hake, 

1 Upon no man with patience canhceloke: 

Ve ſought the towꝛe, and ſpyed all round abont, 

It hee could finde the gate where the came out, 

Ha found the hole and ſecret way at laſt. 

0 | Enhere thc Knight came, and where awap ſhe palt. 

I Then crpde hee out, Full w:ll-away, alace, N 
Marre is become a great milchiuous cace: 

ö te night to whom J gaue lach confidence, | 

Ot loue and favour by counſell and ccedence: 

Un him alone J would haue lippencdmpy life, 

Now traitrouſlie hathtancaway my wie, 

2 was a ko le fulfilde with fantaſie, 

* That gaue moꝛe iaith vnto his wozdes ſlie: 

Chan 3 did ape to mine owne ſœing ene, 

1. Whercthzough J want my bedkellow and Queene, 


N _ hamde foz ape with lacke and NE: ; 
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The ſeuen Sages. 


e bing to great er confuſi ion, 
Conſidering Well J had mine den to i, 
au men may well cxample take by mee. 

« The Smipzlce then ſaldt. th. Emprrour, 
Chis talk 3 tolde, my Lo2D, fo2 pour pteaſare, 
celould God the lame that pe well vaderficod, 

Then chould b ber of all danger denudc, 

The Emper our laid. Madame, ſo haue J ſ&le, 
All that pee fad, J vnbertandright well, 

Quoth thee, mp Lozd remember how this Pztnce, 
Unto this night gaue ſuch perfect credence; 

Als to his wo2ds greater credence he gaue, 

Chan his owne ene lo hee did him deceaue, , 

In like maner vuto theſe Baſters ſeuen, 

Pee giue moꝛe faith , than to great God of bauen, 7 
By appearance, fo2 daplie pz map lr, - | 
Wihat diſpleaſure theſe ſeuen would wo ke on me, 
We to deſtrop they labour night and dap, 

And pst giue faith to each wozd that they ſap, » 
oꝛe than pee dee to your owne naturall ene, | 
Which horcafter both will bee heard and (ane. 
Vaue pou not ſœne how pour Donn traue un face: 
And pet per gaue ſcarce credence in that cace; _ | 
Which yet beares ſhillthe markes as pa map ſœ, 
Ahereok as pet I get no remedie. | 
And als pee know how ha wotiid haue mee ſhamde; : 
Dekylde pour bed, whereth2ough & was defamde , 
4!l this became th2oug) his:Halters dofence,: 
Whom to pe gave ſuch confliiined credence, | 
Lys pee mar ke net,. no; paints into pour heart, | 


But 


The fn Sages. : 


But it noyes mee inwardlie i in a part. 
Thyerekoꝛe J doubt right foe the ſamine thing; 
Shall happen you asit did to this King. 
That gaue ctedence while hee was quite beguilde, 
So is pour ſclfe with thele ſame ſeuen duerſplde. 
Yee ſatd, J giue to mine eene moze credence, 
TCTban to theſe ſenen fo2 all their great Science. 
il ſ' Lherefo:e the Poꝛne fo all their tales and ſawes, 
My Son hee ſhall of judgement thole the L awes; 

Ind on the Bo2ne his Dfficers hee ceauſoc call, 
Commanded them that they ſhould fazth withall; 
Take ont his Sonne, and on Gallous him hing, 
That it were done befo2e each other thing. 
11 Chen fuch a noyſe roſe vp in the Citie, | 
| 4 It foz to heare it was a great pittie: 7 
; That the Emperour his owne Son ſhould catiſe fla, 
t } Mithin that towne many heart it made wa. 
The lenenth ꝙ alter heard tell ofthis tithand, 
Co the Sergants he haſted him fra hand: 
1” * Them foꝛ to mete in all god haſte him ped. 
0 "op E here they the Childe downe th2ongh the citie led 

[i Quoth hee, Good Friends heartlte J you beſe akt, 

Taric a time while J the Emperour ſpeake, 
35 5 2 truſt in God ere J bee farre away, 

I ſhall his life from perill ſane this dar. 
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And on his knees ado vim bee kell downe, 


1 Rendzing him ſuch renerence as accozvs;, * 


The ſeuen Sages. 
Then after him to his Princes and Loꝛds: 
The Emperour with great indianatien, 
Uengeable vult , and with bꝛowes caſten Towne: 
e, Walid vato dim, All ſozrow mot thee call, 
Roth vnto thee, and to thy Fell>wes all: 
d dumbe poung childe pee ſeuen vnto mee ſent, 


Mhich ſpake tight well when hee vnto von went. 
Becaule pee ſeuen haue ſent mee ſuch one hither, 
Dee and pee ſhall bee all hanged together. 
he Maſter ſaid, And pleaſe your Noble Srace, 
it; rom now to moꝛne it is but a tho2t ſpace, 
nd then by None with grace of God of peauen, | 
pour Son ſhall ſpeake, wee and his Baffers (cnc | 
nto pour Grace wee pꝛomiſe faityfullie, | 
dn paineof death, firſt wee all ſeuen, then hee: 
fla he Empercur ſaid, If J might that believe, ” 
120 longer then defire I fo2 to line: 
Lhe Maſter ſaid, J p2ay you bide ſo lang, 
Ind if wee faile, ail cight pee ſhall vs hang. 
Then openly pee hall knov all the ſtriffe, 
led and viſſention betwirt vs and peur wite. 
akeWnd if your Grace will not doe as I ſay, 
Pee will repent right ſoꝛe another dap: 
Ind ſhalt happen to you perchance ſome nights 

s it bechanc'd to a right courteous Knight, 

at died ſhoztlic as J in ſtozie read. 

'02 a ſmall blood that hecſaw his wiſe bleed: 
e> To whom after hee was right vncourtcous, 
nd right'vnkind koꝛ all his great kindneſſe: 
be Empetour laid, Paſtet, I you rcgutte, 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
Tell me that tale right tai I wouldit hegrss, * 
Che Daſtcr ſaid, Canſe cal all your Heng ANZ, 
The whole ſteꝛie 3 ſhall ſhow to you plaine. 
In time comming indut ing all pour life,, + 
Pee ſhall cſchgw.the th:ewpneCogf pour Wife. 


The Emperour ſatd, A mill calihim agajne, 
Conditionallie vnder the lamine pa aine, (94d; 


The Pozne ere none, ſpeshe not he 2 DIE 
Firſt hee, t then ye together all hall die. | 
The q after ſ aid. Of that Jam content, | 
The Emperonr laid, And thereto 3 conſent... 477 
Then cavſed hee to call the Childe againe, 


And he Halter told f@2th bis tale in plaine, 


But the Qucenes laſt tale further cre we goe, 
Mee will perceiue ere wee tell any moe. 


MORALTTAS 


Nto this tale right ſmall 7 can perceiue, 

o bee extract of morall good ſentence: 
But that this Knight ſubtlelie did deceaue, 
This noble Xing that giue him ſuch credeuce, 
In tundrie lorts ſhev him bene volence, 

Then hee againe vpon the other fide, 
Wich great taller all his wayes did provide, 


As to our Queene as ſhee infers this tale, 
To her purpole and to her owne affaires, 
As thib ke th mee, the matter tende th hale, 
To her ſhame as the tale it ſelfe declares, 
Fur to teil ſoorth plainelie ſhee not ſpares, 
And to reheatſe the whoredome that was hid, 
Betwixt the Knight and Queene that they did. 
Coph 


© IEUCA Sages. 
C onfidering that they are Queenes haith, At 

Who can her quite ſuch matters to in bring, 

f one hath ſhame, it is the others skaithꝭ. 

For to bee falſe to her husband the King, 

Trow yee but our Empuce can doe fucty thing. 

Indeede / trow ere all out bookes bee ended, 

Yee ſhall perceiue as farre as ſhee hath offended, 


4 


If a Doctour into his ſermon tell, 
And reproue vice. great faults or great errour, 
of ſame vtce beeing guiltie him fell, 
no thall hee ſnib, that vice with his honour * 
nee blots himſelfe as hee doth his neighbourg 
Alwayes vpon his owne blanket hee ſpits, 
And his owne tale hard on the keeles him hits. 


7 Of my neighbour an ill tale if tell. 
Ofblaſphemie, diſhonour or yet ſhame? * 

t may perehance likewiſe come to thy fell, © 

perhappen wotſe, bringing on as great blame, 

How can I then in any lort defame . 

Mine one eieighbour, except my ſelſe bee cleane, 

uch things bee conſidered aud well ſeene. 


Our owhe Emprice hom of that now wee ſpeake, 
hee put reproach vnto another Queene, | 
But ſhee may caſt her cards in at the cleake, 

Ot the ſame ſort, though now fuch bee not ſeene: 
\s Matthew ſayes, cucu ſo as now | meane, 

om thine oe eye firit draw thou out the balke, 

To thy neighbour then peartlie thou may talke, 4 


Therefore 7 ſay thou had need for to fee, 

re thou a fault iuto thy neighbour ſand: 

Dt ſuch like faults ſee thou wellpurged ber, 

im to reproue ere that thou taxe bn hang 
5 
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Elſe thy reproue with honour cannot ſtand, 
it to obey there is few will bee able, 
If chat bee know e in the ſame culpable. 


{| How cau our Q;eene ſo foule a fact infer, 
Contrare a Queene, and ſhee her ſelfe gulltie: 
1 


In the ſame crime, yea, and perchance farre war? 
1 Howbeitit bee clocked more quietly, 


Fy on falſet, fy on hid harlotrie, 
bl That an ill tale of thy neighbour canſt tell, 
And the ſame tale redounds euen on thy (ell, 


A reproach to the Emprice. 
Hou plaiked gallerãd queen now with glorious gloſe 
With thy falſ tales of teen thou trows to win the hoſe 
115% nay, not ſo, my woyes, there is ſome graith to finde, 
Apricke into pour noſe, ere wee haue done behind, 
Thinkes thou to blow vs blind ? there other tales to tell, 
When tabled is all the wind,“ 5 who bears the bell 
The wracke ſhall on thy ſelfe, both the ſorrow and ſyte, 
Thos Proſerpine of Hell, wee cure thee not a myte, 
For all thy great deſpite hid ouer with harlotrie, 
Pull well wee (ball thee quite , that all the world may ſet 
Thou Brſmeire bellamie ghine hips ſhal thole hote ha "per 
For thou ſerues them truly at the Child and his Maſteri 
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The Tale of the ſeuenth Maſter. 


IKE: a time there was a Noble Knight, T 
That had a wife that was both faire and bzight 
{| Whom bee ſo loued, that by no way he might, 
Of thewhole day an houre want ol her ſtgyt, 


de à time after mne and gladneſle, 


Fe 


. ſcuen 82 " Bath | | 
Foꝛ their painje theſe two went tothe Chelle, 
Ind in his hand it hapned him to haue, 
His owne byknile, and ſo amongſt the laue 
Theron thee ſtrake het hand a little wie, 
Almoſt a dꝛop of blood that pee might ſee- 
Ho ſone as hee the blood ſaw of his wife, 
Alwapes hee laid that ſhee would loſle her like: 
Be foꝛe them all amongſt them hee fell downe⸗ 
Fo2 verie woe into a deadlie lwoun: 
Incontinent then ſhee began to caſt. 
| Upon his face cold water verie faſt- 
Ehenhceouercame within a little ſpace, 
The cold water they wape ſo in his fate: 
The ch iniſter hee cauſde call ot the towne, 
And pꝛaped him to heare his confeſũon: 
#02 well hee knew without any remead, _ 
There was nothing fo; him but onelie dead} 
„ | F02 no ſickneſſe, noz fo2 none other deede, 
But onelie ſaw his wifes fingers bleed. 
The Miniſter exhozted him anone, _ 
And ſone after to death this Knight is gone: | 
Foz whom there was great ſturt and bewailing, 
Amongſt the reſt his wife made moſt mourging; 
Che butiall with great ſolemnitie, 
Alas made and done in beſt maner might bee, 
Chen did this Ladie make a ſolemne vow, + | 
zig To live ape ſtill as doth the turtle done: bd. 
All her lifetime to line in chaſtitie, N 
and neuer to know anie mans companie: 
out aye ly till vpon as” UE gra ue, 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
11 And neuer moꝛe woꝛlolie tomfoꝛt to haue: 
But euermoꝛe vnto the day ſhee die, on 
In that ſame graue while that fheeburied be, 

: 1 Ver friends ſaid nay. that was not all the beff, 

| Dith it pleaſde God her husband was at reſt, 

Bade her pafle home, and caſt her to detend, ; 
Der ſpouſe 4 bairns, to mourn wold nothing mend: 
05 Gine to the poꝛe, and let the dead hence goe, 

( x We thinke it beſt (quoth they) that vee doe (v: 

nas ſhall youdoc all comfozt that wee can, 

| _ afterward to choſe you a newman: 

Caſt pou to mirth, and let pour mourning bee, 

% |. ; Fo2 naturall is that all men once muſt vic. 

Shee ſaid; Counſell of you none will J haue, 

Fo: J will vie Aidow abone this graue: 

wy Conſider, can yer not how fo2 my ſake, 

* Va ſoꝛe fickneſſe, and dnlefnll death did take, 

4 =; Fo2 a ſmall dꝛop he ſaw my finger bled. 

4 Should J not then both into woꝛd and dd? 

On my perſon ſome pennance fo2 to take, 

| ö Che crucll death that ſuffercd foz my ſake ? 

F 1 Therefoꝛe, god friends vc put ponr minds to rell 
x | Fo on this graue ſhall bee my ludge and neſt, 
Da pbile God ſunder my ſoute and life in tway, 

5 ' EWherefoze my friends, from mee paſſe home awa! 

Typen ber neare friends hearing her vtter minde, 

\ Thought infome part they would with her inclin 

Becauſe ſhe was in ſturt and great dolour, 

' Would caſt them then fome way to her pleaſare: 

| And ſaw che would doe nothing but yer on a 
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raherefo:ethep ſought the ſame fo2 to fulfill, 
And cauſde to big cuen at the graues ſide, 
A pꝛoper lodge wherein that ſhe might bide, 
And furniſh'dher all necears thereto, 

In all affaires oꝛ what ſhe had adoe , 
Belceuing well thee would change her intent, 
And akter ward to worte with friendsintent, 
Thinking right well that ſhee would no way want 
dight of people, but ſhee thereto would hant. 

Do they her left into her quiet caue, | 
Mourning right ſoꝛe aboue her husbands graue. | 
here was a law then made in that Citie, 
If anp man condemned was to die: 

Dn the Gallons foz treſpaſſe and vnright, 1 
Then the @hy:cffc ſhould wake him all that Niche, 

In his harneſſe the moꝛne while it were dap, | 
Do that the thieke ſhould not bee folne awap. 

And ik ſo were the Shyꝛeffe to tyne his Land, 

And als his life to bee in the kings hand, 

In this meane time it hapned that there was, 

A man hanged for his theft and treſpaſce. 

Then the Dheꝛette behoude that Night of foꝛce, 
All in armour to wake that hanged coꝛſe: "vi 
And ſo hee did howbeit the night was cold, 
Where hx watched, there was no houſe no2 hold, 
It chanc'd that Night to bx both winde and raine, 
Chat in no ſoꝛt theredut ha might remaine, 
Fo: verie cold hx ſtœod of life ſuch doubt, 
And ſo heliue he blenked him about: 


In the Tyurch-yard beſtde the Knights graue. 
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2 little light the Shy 2effe can perceaue. 
85 rom the window where that the Mido w lap, 
ither hee goes in all the haſte hee may: 
bo the ludge dw2e he knocked quietlie, 
And ſcone the ſpake, and askde who may that ba: 
This time of night, to  waken a poꝛe widow? 
All woe begone, in heart right ſozrowfow. 
He ſaid. J am the Shyꝛeffe of this towne, 
"WT verie cold J am tn point to ſwowne. 
Except ypc let mee in right haſtelie, 
q 1 : Fo2 vetie cold doubtleſte J trob to die: 
7 At ye come in (quoth ſher) 1 feare right ſoꝛe, 
j 1 That r will eake mine angniſh moꝛe and moꝛe. 
"| Þ Mhich were nedlelle, fir , if pe knew my thought, 
0 ? Quoth her, Ladte, foxſoth that ſhall I nougyt; 
J pꝛomiſe you neither in woꝛd no2 dede, 
Pou foꝛ tocratb, therefoꝛe haue you no dꝛœde: 
1 Then vp ſhee roſe; and beliuelet him in, 
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;Fo2 verie cold hee cheuered at the chin: 
And downe her ſate, and warmde him at the fires 
, | |Ebich fo2 to doe was greatlie his deſtre. 
1 bh i fra he was warmde, and reſted there a ſpace, 
4 | |Sraithly he blent into the widowes face; 
1 | 2 uoth he, Ladie, to diſpleaſe you no wap, 
1 A woꝛd with leaue J would vnto you ſay, 
| hed ſaid, God fir, lay on what euer vou pleaſe, 
ffoꝛ pouc lapings can dos me no diſeaſe: 
2x ſaid. Ladie, I maruell of pour minde, 
To this vaine woꝛke that ye ſhould bo inclinde, 


| i | Zonfivectng! PE are a faite Ladie, 
N 1 Freſh 
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freſh in your floures, young, pleaſant and luſtie, 
It were moꝛe meete and better by ten-fold, 1 
Fo2 to paſſe home, and keepe pour owne houſhold, 
Than heere to bide, and pour ſelfe to deſtrop, i 
Daplie in ſturt, in mourning and in nop, — | 
Quoth ſhee (G wd ſir) it J your woꝛds had known 
©: that yee ſhould ſuch ſayings to mee ſhowne: 
pee ſhoulo not had into this houſe entrie. % 
Becauſe pee talke of ſuch purpoſe to mee: 
I ſay to you as J ſaid of befoze, 
To all mp Friends, and J would vee no moꝛe, N 
@peake of theſe things, they ſinke not in mine head 
u now pee not well mine husbandfuffced dead; 
Foꝛ a ſmall dꝛop hee ſaw my finger bleed: 1 
Then thinke pee not that J ſhould doe ſome deed: 
Fo2 him againe and take ſome [mall pennance, 
That might mee cauſe of him haue remembzance: 
Therekoze J (hall him loue in ſuch a wiſe, 
That J mult loue the graue wherein hee lpes | 
And fo2 his ſake ſuch pennance take an mee, 
That where hee lyes abone J ſhall die: 
hen the Shy2eſfe toke leane, and vp hee role, 
Che neereſt gate vnto the gallous goes: 
And when hee came, the thiefe that hee left there, 
as ſtolne away, wherzofhee made great care, 
And laid, offtimes, What haue J done alace 7 | 
Heere is to mee become a carefull cace: 
Pp gods, my geare, and alſo all my land, 
My liſe likewile is in the Rings hand: 
do hee wander ing in ſturt both to and (rg, 
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And know not what toſay fo2 verie woe, 
o at the la hee thought that hee would paſſe, 
o the L die befoꝛe where that hee was; 
ecauſe ſhee was ſo denote in her ſell, 
2etrow'd ofherto haue ſome good counſell: 
hen came hee on about the firſt cocke, 
12 at the deoꝛe quietlie did hee knocke, 
1583 ſhee, who is that that ſp ſone calleth now? 
"I the Shy2effets come againe to you, © 
A haue a ſturt and anger at mine heart, 
{|< J wonldthew thereof to you ſome part: 
© Lhercfo!e heartlie I pꝛap vou let mee in, 
A ſhall vou ſhew the matter moꝛe and min. 
;Yowbeit it was to her ſome pꝛettie paine, 
1 5 vp ſhee roſe, and let him in againe. 
Then hee began the caſe al} foz to tell, 
tj. Pech hee, Ladie, J come to haue counſell 
. Ok yon, becaube I note right well peeknow. 
vil baben any man ishanged bythe Law: | 
Pine otkite is to keepe him night and dap, 
il. 1 o that effec hee bee not ſtolne awax. 
al And ik hee bee mp life andailmy Lands, 
Cclitbout remead is inthekings hands. 
AItis ſo chanc'd wgile J was heere right non, 
1 1 In the ſame time when 1 talked with pon, 
he thieke which 3 ſhould haue waked while day, 
ome lubtle handshath ſtollen him away. 
x Whereth20ugh J will tncurre the Kings fead, 
Tolle all my Lands and alſo tine mine head. 


- Dz clicon fozce faozth of this Realme to flee, 
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Thich is but doubt an heauie caſe fo mee! 

zelœching you pour counſell giue me to; 

nto this tale what ver thinke beſt to doe. 

uoth tha, God ſir, foꝛ yon mine heart is wee, 

hat ſuch miſchance ſhould happen on pou ſo: 

at ſince ye haue made your firſt mone to mee, 
muſt you helpe, defend, and als ſupplie. 

do ſhould kindnelle, courteſte and reaſon, 

Dfa woe heart to haue compaſſton. 

zuoth hee Ladie,J lippen on pou noleſſe, 

zut foz to haue pour counſell and kindneſſe; 
ecauſe pw are in great eſtimation, 

n wit, wiledome, and als deuokion. 

ind J beleene to haue pour counſell now, 

©0: all my cauſe tleene J commit to pou. 

o: it is ſaid ſince firſt the woꝛld began, 

here is great helpe into a good woman: 

his Ladiethen was moued with mercte, 
indon this Knight her heart had great pittie. 
ind ſho ſaid, Sir, pour ſturt it mones me, 

zut take god heart. and pe ſhall helped be, 

doe my counſell, and ſhoꝛtlie to conclude, 

c (hall neither loſſe pour life, lands, noꝛ giod. 

laid, Ladte, that er and bꝛou xht mehere, 

laue my like, my lands, my g ods, and geare, 

10th ſhoe, God ſir, will pe ſap faitbfullie, 

then J haue vone, that ye will marrie me; 

will doe allthat J haue to pou ſaid, 

"oth he, Ladic, of that J would bee glad. 

Uo: ld God in beauen tome vc would ſo doc. 
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That J might bee pour perſon fellow fo, 
Conſidering J am but a poze Knight, 
And pee a Ladie of great blod and might: | 
M ould pee diſdaine to humble your ſelfc to mee, 
A ſhould you ſerue with all humilitie. 
To both their mindes and all their whole intent, 
Mas well agreede, whereof they were content, 
Gd ſir, ſhee ſaid, yce know right well J wate, 
How mine husband was buried of the late, 
| Mho loued mee ſo wonder well indeed, 

That foꝛ a dzop hee ſaw my finger bleed, 

Dee toke in heart ſo great ſturt and diſpleaſare , 
Ol dulekull death ſuffered the ſharpe ſhaure. 
GOoe take him vp fo2 to bee your relicfe, 
And hing vp where hanged was the thiefe: 

1; Lhe Sby:effeſatd, Faire Ladte, by the rude, 
1105 | Pour counſell is ſubſtantious and god: 
Chen paſt they both boldlie with mane and might, 
4 Out of the graue they toke this new dead knight. 
Che Shy:cffeſaid, Pet one thing feareth mee, 
j 9 J Thethiefe which J caulde hing vpon the tree, 
4 is Two ofhis teeth aboue was ſtricken out, 
N e nn ſtand into a d2cadfull doubt. 
Ak anp man the ſamine ſhould perceaue, 
That this dead coꝛſe his teeth aboue doth haue, 
j It were my death, and called great deceat, 
4 Mhat fo; to doeheereof not well J wait: 
Dyee ſaid. Your (elſe map that right well remead, 
F ö * J giue pou lieue, ſtrike thꝛee out of his head, 
. i: Quoth her, Ladie, to that J were: ight loth, 
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ook knighthead it is againſt the oath: 
ither polven 02 dead men foꝛ to ſtrike, 
t would greatlie both faith and fame infec 

nd als when he was liuing here on life; 

rcept onelie my childꝛen and wedded wife, 

loude him beſt of any man liuand, 

hereloꝛe in him J cannot put mine hand. 

fy will not ding them dut then, ſaid he, 

1ith foꝛ pour lone the fame thing J will do, 

g with a ſtone two of his teeth outdang, 

he bade theDhy2effe hing him where the thioke big 
he Dhy2effe laid, Pet J feare one great thing. 
he thiefewhich J on the gallous cauſdehing, 
nhideous wound hee got in his fozehead, 

t his taking they had him at ſuch kead: | 

nd both his lugges they ſtowed quite him fra, 

1d your husband ber her not euen right la, 

{ honld be my deſtrugton haſtelie, 

n this matter J pꝛap you counſell mee: 
mongſt the reſt, quoth thee, that's but abourd, 
annot your ſelfe peartlie dꝛaw out vc ur ſwozo, 
1 the koꝛehead ſtrike him as beſt efferes, 

hen that is done, then cut off both his eares: 

aoth hee, Ladie, from that God me delende, 
onſidering onto his liues end: | 
ou'dhim well, and had in companie, 

that behalfe J pꝛap vou pardon mc. 

d as befo2e J did fo pou declare, 

f clean? knighthead the oath it is contrare, 

ue me yourſwo2d (quoth the ) and foꝛ your tone 
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That ſame to doe, now peartlie hall I pꝛoue - 
Shec twke the ſwoꝛd, and to the man was dead, 
A cruell ftrake ſha gaue him in the head: 
Mith the lame ſwoꝛd into her great deſpite. 
Df both his lugges beliue ſhe made him quite: 
Then faid, Gad ſir, now vee may without tarie, 
Wat any feare him tothe Gallous carie: 
And hing bim vp where the thiefe bang befoze, 
Do are ye quite of danger, ffurt and ſhoꝛe: 
Then ſaid p Sby2effe. yet one thing reſts in thogh® 
Therefaꝛe while now remembꝛance had J noght, 
Howꝛbeit the thiefe was whole in bowke and bone 
Pet well J wote ha wanted both his ſtones, | 
And bee that knowne, all is fo2 nought that's donn. 
Quoth the, In faith the tones he ſhall want (on 
And with a "knife the ſtones ſhe toe him fra, 
And ſaid, God ſir, now tothe tres him ta, 
Me cumbers vs ko to bide ſa long hers, 
Quoth he, Þy ſelfe alone dow not him beare. 
Quoth ſhe, In faith fo: that it ſhall not top, 
Take pee the taile, and J ſhall take the top, 
Foz ſince he came out from the ſepulture, 
A haue him made a lothſome creature. 
To the Gallons theſe two twke him but moe, 
= hangedhim where the thiefehang befoze, 
Then was the Dhy2effe ofthe kings danger quite 
By the great helpe of the Lie ſo white. J 
Then ſaid hee. Sit, now verie well va knaw, 
Hou that ycc were by ozder of the Law, 
Both lite and lands in danger foz to tine, 
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nd now J haue bzought all to a god fine, 
Wy mp counſell, and onelie fo2 pour lone, 
oꝛ your pteaſure, and als foz your behoue. 
Uhereſoꝛe ſince pe in all matters haue ſped, 
Pow deſire againe pee would mes wed, 
Fonſoꝛie to pour condition and p2omiſe, 
lhich in no ſozt J know pee will not miſe, 
9 ſatd, Fozſoth Ladie, I made a vow, 
Chat J ſhould not marric woman but pou, 
long as Pre were liuing vponlife, 
But woe to him that hath thce to his wife? 
Chou ſhameleſſe ſhzew and moſt wicked of all, 
@pytful Tyger, a vengeance ther befall: 
i nobleBnight thou had to thinc husband, 
Ind foz a d2op of blood fa3:thof thine hand: 
e had ſuch lone, pea, inward lone to thee , 
#02 ſturt thercof at ſhoꝛt caulde him to die, 
Chou in no wiſe all his lone 1cgarding, 
Vis fozmoſt tæth truelie thou did out ding, 
An his fezhead a fell wound did thou ſtrike, 
Tutted his lugges, and als his ſtones ſuch like: 
Mhen J thinke on this vglie villanie, 
»od mee pꝛeſerue that J not marrie thee. 
And foz that cauſe I finde thce ſo cracll, 
Co him alone that loucd the ſo well: 
In time comming thou canſt no better bee, 
Co any man that would lap loue on the: | 
Lherefoze J thinke that thou ſhalt ſhame noma; 
In time comming mine owne hands ſhall ther fla, 
Ind ſo at choꝛt pee put her there to dead, 
Der 


Ih) be ſeven Sages. 
Her dꝛew hisfwo2d, and quite cut off her head. 
The after ſaid vnto the Emperour, 
Sit. J require il it bee pour pleaſure: 
Ik that pee haue the wozds of this tale tane, 
The Emperour ſaid, pea, Paſters euerp ane: 
Sha was a wife the wo2ſt and moſt cruell, 
Chat 4 pefoꝛe of any pet heard tell. 
The Shpꝛetfe als rewarded her the thing, 
Chat thee deſerude fo her deedes accoꝛding: 
Pee god Paſter, heartlie J you beſeake, 
That J may once my Sonne blithly heare ſpeake. 
Foz that would make ſuch blithnefe to mine hear 
From that tim fo2th, J care not fo depart- 
He ſaid, YyLo2d, and pleaſe your Majeſlie, 
Chat thing the Poꝛne ſhall both heare and (@, 
At pour pleaſure as your ſelfe doth deſire, 
An audience befoꝛe the whole Empire. 
And ſhall know well the cauſe of vakindneſſe, 
Bet wirt vs ſeuen, your Sonne and the Cmp2ice, 
The Emperour ſatd, If that thing come to paſſe, 
Then your reward ſhall bee what pee will as. 
Bee ſaid, Py Lozd, all is at pour pleaſure, 
Do teoke his leaue then from the Cmperour, 


MORALITAS. 

Nto this tale as the Doctour hath told, 

Wes may perceiue (ſentences manifold, 
Fertaining to womens vnſtablenefle, 
That cauſde her big aboue the graue an hold, 

Fit ſt their owne will to haue aye that they would, 

For to make knowne her fained holineſſe, 
Which ſoone was turned to babiſh biukleneſſe, 
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onfider then how that ſhee was ſo bolde, 
; diuerle forts and ſhew her cruelnefle, 


Firſt ſhee her ſhew to bee in eſtimation, 

chaſt widow, and hne in deuotion, 

1godly prayer, and into almes deede, 
hich ſoone wasturnde in great diſſimulation, 

het one ſpouſe that made fuch mutilation, 

ho died becaule hee ſaw her finger bleeds 

hat gaue fhee him for his good word and meede, 

is tones and lugges, ſhee ſtowed, and teeth our dang, 

hen on the Gallous as a thiefe did him hange. 


ke. 


Heere is her loue, heere is her ſtableneſſe, 
Ieere 15 her favour, heere is her faithfulneſſe, 
eere is her chaſtne ſſe, heere is her charitie: 
er courteſie, heere is all her kindneſſe, 
er womanhead, loe heere is her mec kneſſe: 
eere is her hope, heere is her honeſtie, 
cere is her grace, heere is her grauitie, 

cere is her gad ſell, heere is all her goodneſſe, 
ce, Now all is changed into keene crueltie. 


O marueilous God, hat may this matter meane, 
Vhat women are ſo cruell and lo kcene: 
nd euer giueu to wickedueſſe and vice, 
n former time euermote ſo hath beene, 
ind in no fort can yet theretra abſtaine, 
ut perſeuers, there is a matter nice, > 
thinke it beſt to play them at the dice, 
he neareſt way is this world as I weene, 
o laue thei ſhame {et them on ſinke and fice, 


Where ſhould hee faich, there ſhew thy ſainedneſſe, 


ſl nd where fauour, they ihow vnfaithfalnc ſſe- 
nf1di Where 


Where ſhould bee reſt, they ratleayeina rane 
Where louc ſhould bee, there ſhe they bitterneſſe, 
Where peace ſhould bee, there ſhew they vp boldneſle 
Where goodneſſe is, there lodging haue they nane, 
Where tee ne and tray, that houſe is to them tane: 
Where mee keneſſe is, then are they aye, me nſleſſe, 

O mare i men, for you 1 make great mane, 


For why? your heades are ſtill bound to a ſtake; 
And though yee doe, all yee doe for hier ſake; 
As you becomes both into word and deede, 
Aud ſo daylic on her ſeruice doe vaike, | 
hee Counces not all your cunning worth à caike, 
When ever ſhee craibes, or caſtes backward the creede 
Euen as the Knighe ſaw his wifes finger bleede, 
In loues labout when euer that yce inlake, 


All things bygone ſhee countes not worth a threede. 


Becauſe they are ſo kittle of the kame, 
Whiles l'ke a wylde Wolfe, whiles as a Doe as tame, 
In at bolome, and then out at your ſleiue, 
Such ſouleleſſe things haue neither ſinns nor ſhame: 
Then wee doe wrong any wiſe them to blame, 
They will doe nought that will their husbands grieve, 
Nor ſcarcely ſpea ke, vnleſſe hee giue her lieue, 
Such innocents that know of nought but ill, 
They couet nought, but aye to haue their will. 


Some makes ſo moy. ſo gimpe, ſo dinke and dane, 
Howbeit yee ſpeake, thee will not blenke againe, 
And if ſhce doe, it is out on the ſide, 

That Fillocke would bee at the fielde as fane, 
That ſee mes a Saint, now fend vs trom Sathan, 
Theugh ſhee bee brawld and busked like a Bride, 
Vader colour thee is a grace l fle guide, 
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The ſeven Sages. 
A foole fu!filde of phantaſie prophane, 
Arancke rebald readie all ty mes to ride. 


e, 
ieſſe! 

Yee good women example heere may fee, 
Bee not fained with falſe hypocriſie, | 
In mens ſight preſenting an Angell, | 
Ind then inward ſatiat with crueltie, 
rulſilled With all fraud and falſitie: 
all this it comes of the great de vill of hell, 
Vho dayly (ers his courage for to quell ; 

|| mankinde, wiih his keene crudelitie, \ 
do women doc, as now no more I tell, 


A praiſe to the ſeventh Maſter; 


Hou haſt Doctor put off a doubtſome day, 
The ſevẽth & laſt wherein molt perrill lay 
nd ſav de the child ynto the morne ar noone 
ow in Gods Name let him come on a Way, 
To the Empreſſe if hee hath ought to ſay, 

ro ſay it out I thinke it were well done, 

or ſhee hath beene to him right importoone 
a his contrare ſhee hath done that ſhe may, 
To cauſe him miſſe both dinuer and disjoone. 


An exclamation tothe Child, 


| Ow ſinte thou ſpeaket on her thouwreake the well; 
If t hon haſt cauſe thy ſelfe thou haſt ſome feele, 
Hanke ber no more than thou had hanged beene, 
f thou haſt hap, now hit her on the hee/t, | 
ud Spare her not though ſhee were ſtiffe as ſteele, 
or ſhee hath beene te thee right wonder keene, 


7 which 


The fenen Sages. ' 
hic in no ſors pertaiued to a Qucene. 
On ſuch a Wiſe a young Clarketocanſe kill, 
ho never Wrought 10 her tray nor teen. 


How Diocleſiane on the Empreſſe complaind, 
And him excuſde of all matter thee meande. 
A Ftcr that the ſeven Maſters all about, 
Had ſav'o this child of all danger and doubt, 
By god tcaſons of ſtozies heard and lence, 
Upon the moꝛne together did conveenc. 
Toa counſell to ſæ how well they might, 
Convoy this child vnto his fathers ſight, 
And from p2iſon how beſt they ſhould him bing, 
N All to conſult they paſt fo2 the ſame thing, 
Diao to pꝛiſon they came with one conſent, 
To ſpeahke this child befo:ethe none they went, 
His opinion and counſell ſoꝛ to heare, | 
0-7 What he wanted that they ſeven ſhould him leare, 
Right well beſeene in honefk 62nament, 
Ot his Pallecs twoſome befoꝛe him went; 
Andon each ſide or his Paſters went one, 
Ano the behind, and ſo foꝛeward are gone, 
And four tene men in their companie went, 
Each one plaping on diverſe inſtrument: 
Ande verte one was Paſters iu Puſicke, 
Foz melodie and mirth there was none ſicke: 
To the Palace this child thep did convoy, 
> With great blpthneſle,mirth melodie and joy, 
Do that the ſound ot all the inſtruments, 
And the great noiſe in at the windowes * i 
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Ide ſeven Sages. 
Mhat was the nople the Cmperour did demand 
They ſaid, it was his fon comming at hand, 
Unto your Grace fo2 to excuſe him ſell, 
Of part of plaints which ſame did to you tell. 
The Cmperonr ſaid, theſe tythings would like mer, 
Hy ſon ſpeaking if J might heare 02 lx, 
In the palace this poung child foke enttelle, 
Uhcreofmany made mizth and merrinefle; 
ind when he came to his Fathers pꝛeſence, 
de hailſed him with duelp reverence, 
Aith honour, favour, and humilitte, 
1s him became, oꝛ could of courtelie: 
The companie, and all about was glad, 
Aith great gladnelle to his father ha ſaid: 
halle father dearc, health, honour, and welfare, 
5z to your Grace foꝛ now and evermare: 
do ſone 7.8 hee of his ſon heard the voice, 
Into his heart it did him ſo rejopte, 
That his great loue his wits it did conkound, 
Chat he fo2 joy flatlings tell to the ground. 
chen vp againe his lon tobe him in haſt, 
nd diverſe tymes in his armes her him bzaiſk: 
do with ſwat words and comſo2table bꝛacing: 
rom ſwoun againe he did his father being, 
lone from ſwoun as the Emperour did wake, 
he child began to his Father to talke: | 
ct of pcople there was ſuch confnence, 
he Childe to ſpeake could ſcarce get audience: 
he Emperour caulde caſfea tfo2 tobe. 
tat ſummes of gold out-thzough the whole citie. 
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„ The ſeuen Sages. 
To that effec to dzawthe people away, 
Chat he might heare what thing his ſon would ſay 
Oe the money yet few toke ſmall regarde, 
That the young man ſo fane they wold hane heard, 
The Emporour cryed, gine Audience, a 
Pn paine ot death each man to keepe filence: a 
Then all was clofſe, to ſpeake there durſt no man 
Then foꝛ to ſpeake Diocleſiane began. 
Pp Father deare, humblie J pou beſ&ke, 
Chat pce will cauſe ere J moe wozds doe ſpreke, 
Pour owre Empꝛelſe with her faire Ladies gent, 
At my ſermon eachone to bee pꝛeſent: 
The Empei our tncontinent gaue command, 
That the Empꝛeſle ſhould thither come fra hand, 
Mith her Ladies of her chamber eachone, 
Co her in haſt the Pellenger is gone, 
In right great halt the Peſlenger che w her till, 

The Emperour his whole command and will. 
Shee hearing that, ſtrake in a fellon feare, 

as no remcad, but all they muſt compeare, 

Then did the child deſpꝛe the Cmpcrour, 

That all the Ladpes of the Empeſſe Bout, 
Should ſtand in row cachone at others fide, 
Pn paline of death, that none ſhould themſelſe hide, 
That the people might all them plainelie ſ&, 8 
CTheir trim makedome, and als their honeſtie, 
CTheir favour fate, their fame and faſhion, 

Their bꝛaue havings, and their painted perſon, 

A pon the daſe theſe ſawas when they were d. ive 


Ther uo te moſt ike Angels come out of * 
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The ſeuen Sages: 
They wereſs.\weet ſomeſaid,they were all Saints | 
ſay, True men them calde as trim as tergimants. 
Chen ſtd they vp all into plaine pꝛeſence, 
d alto the child gaue apen audience. 
Chen ſaid the Child, Father, lift vp your one, 
Behold how long that ve haue blinded bene, 
an Sith your Empꝛelle that is your maryed Quene, 
And that young wench that is all clad in grene, 
te, Mhich is Bour maide vato your awneCmpeſſe, 
e, Mom ſhee hath moꝛe in favour and kinvneſſe, 
nt, Than ever ſhee had, J vare well take on meg, 
Since they firſt met vato your Paleſtie 
hom J defire, if that it ploaſdeyour Grace, 
d To bee vncled befoze vou in this place: 
Chat being done, right well yee {hall percetne, 
Huch a Bour maid, and ſuch Empzelle pæ haue. 
[, To whom ant werde this noble Emperour, 
Thou knowelk ( ſonne ) it is not mine honour: 
It will bee ſhame to me and to vs all, 
A naked maid befaze vs fo2 to call. 
hen ſaid the Child, a maiden if che bee, 
All the great ſhame thereof bee laid an mee: 
It chee bee not a young maid, as ye tell. 
ide Then let all ſhame remaine fill with her ſell. 
The Emperour commanded that be done, 
Che officers they vnbeclad her ſane; 
er clothes off tane, it well appeared than, 
Jt was no maid, but alwapes was aman, 
ve and by all ſignes of members naturall, 


en. NAhereol many had wander great marvell, 
Ihe 


105 The ſeven Sages: 

Chen laid the tonne with all humilitie, 

1:2 Lhe verie trueth, Father, now may yvee ſer, 
Pt the falſet, and the great ſubtleneſſe 


*> Sfthisrebald, and als of pour Cmpzelte, 
Mou dap and night in blindnefſe they pou led, 

{ ;* Wihenathey beſt thought haue ay defylde your bed, 

An your chambet ay vſdeſuchharlotrie, 

Fonnication, whozedome, adulterie, 

Not regarding Gods Law uo: conſcience, 

4 No2your dzeadour,your loue,no2 reverence; 

Baut evermoꝛe their luſt and their pleaſure, 

Tobe when they lift to pour great diſhonour. 

MMhen the Emperour ſaw all the veritie, 

How this young man was clad as a Ladp, 

And pſed nightly in chamber with the Qucene, 

Fo: very wzath. impatience and tene, 

5 iy His cene they glowzde, and als his kace it ſwelltf, 
Dis great anger there's no man that can tellit, 
He ſcommanded them both incontinent, 

mithout mercie to bee condemnde and burnt. 

Chen laid theſonne, Father, remaine a time, 

2} While J repꝛoue her ot her cruell crime, 

Sb late on mee, and fallly on mie bzoucht, 

F i 4 The thing which J had ne re in minde noꝛ thought, 

4 The Father ſaid, that thing and all the reſk, 

Is in vour hand, doe with't as ve thinke bell. 

. 1 Then ſald the ſonne, a lyar if ſhi bo, 

1 9 Chen let the law cozrec her foꝛ her lie: 

But ve ſail know, when firſt yz fo2 me ſent, 

1 PP ſelfe A paſt, andſpyde the firmament: ng 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
wherein J ſaw a wo2d if that I ſpake, 


5yould thole the dead with all greatcrneltie, 
By any way that could vevyſed bee, 

And that alone by the great foze-thought fead, 
Ofthe Empꝛelle imagining mine dead: 

Chat was the cauſe, Father, J durſt not ſpeake, 
fherefoze pardon at pou now here I (c&ke, 

And where ſhe ſapes, that J would her opp2eft, 
In trueth that is a leſing manifeſt: 

But truelp ſhe did all that in her was, 

In everie ſoꝛt to bꝛing that thing to paſſe, 

And when ſhe ſaw that J refuſde ſuch thing, 
And anſwered not, incontinent ſhe did bzing 
Paper and pen, with inke ſhe had ceadie, 
Pꝛapde me to w2ite my mynde there qupetlie: 
And when J w2ote, and all her minde refuſed, 
And pꝛaped her fo2 to hold me ercuſed- 

Foz J would not defile my kathers bed, 

Chen the w2yting vader her feteſhe fread: 
Chen raue her face, and all her robes ſhæ rent, 
And with loud voice ſhe cryde incontinent, 

And yet that cryme ſhi laid alone on mg: 
Father, in trueth this is the veritie. 

When the Emperour this tale heard fo him told, 
Then the Quenes face greatly he did behold, 
With awſome vult, angrie, and als aulfere, 
And not but cauſe, ſaying on this manner: 

O moll filthie, and ſhameleſle creature! 
Might thou no wiſe Uanched thy foule nature, 


Within leven dayes that J with ſhame and lake 


Wit 


The leven Sages, 


| With my bodie, and with thy Tebald knane, 
þ But in like ſoꝛt mine owne ſon thou wouldeſt haue, 
DO wicked wife never taking regard, 
ek thine owne ſhame, noz of heavenly reward, 
| Va thou tane heed of whom thou had deſcended, 
Thou would ne ver ſo far to mee off:nded; 
Thou wꝛou ght alwayes 5; ever thou tould invent 

N On the gallous to cauſe my ſonne bee ſhent. 

| And ay thy mynde with falſet was infeced: 

1 Cruſting all time luch ſhould not bee co2reced, 

| But God is juſt, howbeit hee thole a time, 

1 As hee thinkes god hee will punth the crime, 
CTherefozo becauſe of ſuch thou hadſt no ſhame, 
N pon thy ſclfeſhallly both wite and blame, 
That mee lo long thy bedfeljow haſt blinded, 
There koꝛe thy fleſh foz ſuch fauits now ſhall find it 
Then grullings (with ſhee fell vpon her face, 
(Done at his knee, and at him cride fo2 grace, 
SHaping, god Loꝛd, foꝛ thy pꝛincelie pitie, 
12 me moſt vile thou would grant fome mercie: 

l 1 my great guilt heere plainelie J conkelle, 

1 Brant mec ſome grace, fo: thy great gentleneſſe, 

1 | Then to her ſaid this noble Emperour. 

i Huho was fulfilde with ſturt and diſpleaſure, 

D vile woman, foz mercie thon voſt crane, 

" FUch by no way thou art wo:thie to haue: 
15 cruell death thou halt deſerved thꝛiſe, 
Ahich J ſhall how by thꝛæ manner of wapes: 

firſt thou haſt done the ſinne of Adulterie, 

To the great chame and conteinption of me, 

I hic 


The ſeven Sages. 


bi ch by the law expꝛeſſe is no remead, 

pꝛinces bed fo2 to deſile but dead, 

hen ſecondly mine oaly ſonne and Kir, 

hou did pꝛovoke to ber Adulterar. 

02 that effect to the chamber him led, 

mith the to lpe, and to defile my bed, 

Ahich ſerveth death, as no man can ercufe, 

howbeit the lame in trueth he did refuſe. 
iſtly each day with falſe tales tyſted mee, 
ontrare Juſtite to cauſe mine owne ſonne die, 
zecauſe thou knew his Cleargie and cunning, 
hy foule bandꝛie andfilthinelſe would out being, 

herekoꝛe by law thou ſerues punilht to bee, 
ta ot all law to haue extremitie. 

Then ſaid the ſon, Father. right well va know, 
hob ſhe daply tyſted you (not by law 

zut with her tales, and fained falſe leaſing, 

pon gallous but mertie mo to hing, 
ere not thꝛough helpe of my god Baffers ſeven, 

ind firſt ſupplie of the great Godof Heaven. 

Ubich will ever the innocent defend, 

nd into need will to them ſuccour ſend, 

hich pzeſently he hath to mee now done, 

nto mp nedehath ſend mer luccour ſwne, 

lſo Father, I truſt it was pou told, 

y your Empꝛelle that à purpoſde and wold 
epꝛiue your Grace from this noble Emppꝛe, 
hich never was yet truely my deſy2e: 

nd als ſhee laid, that it was mine intent, 

01 to deſtroy with my Paſters conſent, 
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The ſeven Sages. n 
And by that way pour rowmes foꝛ to obtaine, 


Thich truclie y t my mind did never meanc: 
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Such fo2 to doe J p2ay God mee defend, 
Oz yet thinke ſuch once vnto my lines end, 
Fo2 of pour Grace my living all J haue, 
But pe on life, J onght no moꝛe to traue: 
JI am your ſonne and pre my father deare, 


i  EUouldJ you want fo2 any wozldly geare, 


Nay, nap, not ſo, fo2 J ſhall ap labour, 


: | Fo2 to vphold your welfare and honour, 


At my powex and vtter diligence, 
With heart and hand, and all god reverence, 
At pour pleaſure, pour bidding and command, 


! Laſting pour life ay conſtant ſhall J and, 

Wut vourEmpꝛelle ſhe wꝛought both night and dare 
Jn all kin ſoꝛt to woꝛke betwene vs tway, 
dàs his father keſt his ſon into the ſea, 
BBecauſe his ſon told him fo? veritie, 

That her ſhould bee aboue his father Loꝛd, 

To the which tale the father could not coꝛd: 
LChen the father keſt the ſon in the lea, 

But the great God gaue him helpe and ſupplie, 
And woulo not thole that tyme hee (hould ber dead, 
45%; But thꝛough his grace he ſend him ſome remead, 


Pet the lonnes tale it came trne!y to paſſe, 


And the father not one mite wozſehe was. 

To the father what hinderance could it be, 
7; YPowbcit his ſoo had obtainde dignitie, 

4; Not hindering the kather in no io2t, 

0 I thinke it ſhould haue bæne to his comfozk, 


At 


The ſeven Sages. 
IndGodwilling, Father, my governance, 
& ſhall perceaue ſhall bee no hinderance, 
N02 p2ejudice in no ſozt to your Grace,. 
zut alwapes ſhall bee mirth, ſop, and ſolace, 

ben faid on htgh this noble Tm *erour, 


o God alone bee loving and honour, 

"hat luch a ſonne vndeſerv'd hath mee ſend, 

£0 guide this Realme after my dapes end, 
50 wiſe, ſo god ſo vertuous in all thing, 
To great welfare ſo able this Realme bzing: 

ow my deare ſonne heartly JI the requpꝛe, | 
Tell mer ſome tale that all about may heare, | 
Wherethzough they may thy wiſedome vnderſtand 
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Quoth be, Father that ſhall I take on hand: 

daß o yo command all men to kœpe ſilence, 
Mhile J haue done, and giue mer au: tence: 
Elhen J baus done, as pe thinke erpedient, 
On your Empꝛelle then ye giue forth judgement, 
When ſilence was commanded to all man, 
Diocleſiane thus wiſe his tale began 


Fter Titan had tane his ſtaffe in hand, 
andlightly lap as L52d out ov'c the land, 
Becauſe the day was both ſwet, ſoft, and faire, 
Then vp I role, and paſt tomy Libzair. 
And ſtudyed there a while as à thought god, 
Becauſe it was mp ble and conſuetude, F 
And fo after my leſſon was compleete, 
Then to rekreſh, and recreate my fpzite, 


an 4s loʒ that time X1ayd alive myboke, 


And 


The Leven Sages. 


And in mne hand alittle volume toe, 

Wk ligbter dyte, and ſkoꝛies of the old, 
That our Elders befoze tyme haue vs told 
17 An which volume diverſe ſtoꝛies ou'rkelt, 
That pleaſant was, but yet amongſt theref, 
+ A finefable in that volume J fand, 
ich at this time to our purpoſe may ſfand, 
This was the mairch of the matter inderde, 
Ls re chall heare this tale, ſoJ pꝛocœde. 
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*fo2e this time there was an noble Knight, 
Hanly in minde, and abundant in might, 
A gap K die hee had vnto his wife, 

11 y And betwixt them her led a gooly life, 
Dnelx aneſonne hæ had, novairnes mo, 
om of they toke great blithnes, mirth, and jo, 

And him delpvered in far and ſtrange countrie, 

f i Him to inſtrua, and foꝛ tolearne Cleargie, 
Skcanning men that Cleargie had perquære, 
As yee haue done to mee this many yere. 
Sa this young man as hee i in perſon grew, 
i } {it Da daylp did hee in canning and vertew. 

1 Then after that hee was ſeven pts re at laite, 
| Conſidering bee was his fathers aire, 

15 And had no man to bꝛoke his heritage, 
E ſeven peeres end hee lend fo: him meſſage, 
harging him ſwone fo; to come home fra hand, 
hich hee obey'dhis fathers whole command: 

Ann when hee came to his fathers pꝛeſence, 

N 1 I 2 hailſed him with all good reverence, 
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Is him cff#rve with great humilitfe; 
cubereof thev had poth game, gl&e,and blythnes, 


1 


The ſeuen Sages. 


is mother als in ſemblable degree, 


That their one fonme was commed to ſuch grace, 
Foz not alone in vertue he intrett, 

But als of bodie hee was the likelpeſt: 

Panlr and ſtout, well made at all fachion, 

Mell favourde of face, and good pꝛopoztion. 
Gentle, humanc, courteous, noble, fre, 

all men him lov d loꝛ his humanitie. 

Do on a time it chancde vpon a dap, 

Bis father and mother at table ſate theſe fwap, 
The ſonne ſerving them both right conrteouflys 
From the kitching the courſes bzonght comely. 

In the meane time on a tra lighted downe, 

At the window, and ſang with beaven!p ſown 

A Nightingale, which ſang with notesſocleare, 
Do wonder werte, they allher notes did heare. | 
Eight dayes tn one they would never thought long, 
To heare the bird, ſo done (weet was her ſong, | 
Chen ſaid the Knight, well were hee all his dayes, 
That vnderſtcod what pon bird ſings oꝛ ſapes. 
Then laid the ſon, Father, with pour honour, 
Do that it bee to vou no diſpleaſure, 
The birds ſong J thall declare to pou, 1 
But J am fearde that pee take ſturt therethzuw, 
The Father ſaid. ſonne fo2 my benniſon, 
Nhat that Bird ſaycs make interpꝛetation, 
Day on boldly, fo2 no perſon take feare, 

Foz I thercat ſhall no wiſe change ry cheare, 


l ; 


i} 


f 17 law the child in what tate he could tand. 
I; : 


The ſeven Sages. 
Then ſaid the ſon, this is the verie tale, 


That pe father hearcs of the Nightingale: 


Chat I ſhall be ſuch a man of great might, 

And honourde be withLoz2d,\Sarcun.avb Knight; 
And ſſjall come to, that ye my father free, 

Che water plate that pc ſhall hold to me, 

And my mother bcfoze ma ſhœ ſhall ſtand, 
Beide her ſelfe, with towell in ber hand, 
Elaiting while J waſh mine hands in the plate, 
Chis is the ſong that the bird ſang of late. 

The Father ſaid, thou falſe miſlo red knane, 
Chou ſhalt of vs uc vet ſuch ſet vice haue; 

Noz neper ſhall come to ſuch dignitie, 

That wer two ſhall make ſuch ſer vice to tha: 
Do in malice andals in great wodnelle, 


41 1 In great furie, and unnaturall kindnelle, 


Bee led his ſon, and keſt him in the (ca, 
12 diſpleaſure, cuvy, and crucitie: 
Haring, alter in the ſea he him flang, 

up thou there flill geſlcr ot the birds ſang: 

© The: child could lwim, and lo chanced to land, 
Both whole and ſound, helped by Gods right hand, ſſ& 
And faſted there, e ven as the ſioꝛie ſapes, 
But meet oꝛ dꝛinke by the ſpace of foure daycs, 


j 6 | Dnthofict day by chance a ſhip tame by, 
i 'p © Wlhereon ſharpely tight leude the child can cry, 


1} Sper of lip, foꝛ loue and cheritie, 
From this perrill 3 p2ay vou to ſaue me. 
|! hc Skipper heard, and belyue d2cw toland, 
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Pn him they had rueth and compaſſion, 
deing he was a likelie god perſon: 
Do narrowly by chance death he eſchewed, 
t; Mu in one voice their hearts vpon him rewed: 
nd in on boozd with ſpeed did him receaue, 
nd in far lands to their countrie did haue: 
Then to a Duke of that countrie him ſold, 
Foz a great ſumme of money to them told: 
„ nd as this boy grew dayly into age, 
Jn like manner her grew in perſonage, 
Ha ke and humane, iu manners comfo2table, 
Gentle, jocund, and to all game tight able. 
Ho with all men he came in ſuch favour, 
The Duke him lov'd, and toke at him pleaſure, 
Into ſo far he had the whole credence, 
Ok all his houſe, and the pꝛeheminente. 
In that ſametime the King of that countrie, 
All bis great Lo2ds ans counſell cailed be; 
His great Barons, his Anights and noble men, 
hat of his minde in ſome part they may ken, -- 
Amongſt the reſt, even did this Duke alto, 
nd, To the counſell pzeparehimſelfetogoe, 
nd with htm toke this child in companie, 
Fo! his wiſedome and his great Courteſie; 
Do theſe Loꝛzds haſted them with reverenge, 
's efoꝛe the ing gaue due obediencte, + xx; 
Thep being all together fo convende, 8 
Lo them in plaine he did ſhew what-hemeande: 
daping, my god Loꝛds, and true Barons all, 
ou to my counſell fog this cauſe did A call. . 
wy The 
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The matter is ſo great J haue to tell 
Therefoze J would pee ka ped all counſell, 
If any man the trueth will me declare, 
I him pꝛomiſe my daughter and mine Aire, 
Into ſpouſage, after mee to bee king, 
When J am dead fo2 ay to bꝛoke my reigne; 
This is the trueth and matter moveth mee, 
About this place reſoꝛts ſtill Ravens th:&, 
And followes ay where ever J goe oz lp, 
Rouping in one, and daply on me cry, 
Nhiles mee behind, and whiles they come befoze, 
Mithſuchlike lokes as they would mee de vonte: 
They leaue me not, but ay coatinually, | 
They roupe, they roate, and ever ſhouts on mee, 
Deraiping on eird and waving with their wings 
Dabbing their nebs, and at the window dings: 
=; DTherefo2eJ ſend, if any of you did know 
Che cauſe heereofthat pee would to me ſhow, 
©; Dis god reward hee ſhall not neede to craue, 
As haue ſaid, the ſame thing hee ſhall haue: 
So hee de voide the Ravens from mee all cleene, 
And in my ſight nomoze that they bee ſene. 
ehen this was moved to all the connſell there, 
CThere was no man the queſtion could declare. 
LThhen ſam this child to his Maſter the Duke, 
The man on hand that von ſawe queſtion twke, 
1 | + 02 to declare, would hee get his pꝛomiſe | 
i f From tho m ings Grace: ea quote the Duke J wil 
LThen laid the child ik it pleaſed pour Grace, 
To ſhew the King, I ſhall declare the cace, 
Ws Ande 
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Ander the paine to put mine head in pledge, 
1s he hath ſaid, foz to fulfill the wage. 
Ubcnthe Duke heard this tale, he was right glad, 
J1continent paſt to the Ring, and ſaid; i 

nd pleaſe your grace. there is one young man here 
| cunning Clerke tu Clergie right perquctr, 

{iſe and wittie, and ol ingine tight hie, 
Mhich pꝛomiſeth that he ſhall ſatis te, 
All your deſy2es, and the ſamine fulfiil, 
Louching the Ravens, lo that it bæ pour will, 


Nor to compleat the thing that ve haue laid, 
Faith (quoth the Ring) thereof J would ber glad. 


ies 
wil 


Ande 


hen bzought the Duke the Child into pꝛelence, 

de loꝛe the King with all good reverence: 

hen laid the King, Voung man can pe declare, 
he queſtion that J p2oponed aitTe ,. 

de foꝛe my b oꝛds touching the Ravens the? 

hen ſaid the Childe, that ſhall J doe plainip, 

do that your Grace pour y2omiſe will falg:!, 

hen laid the ing, but deubt truely J will. 

Abo cver will this queſtion mee declare;? 

)& ſhall marrie my daughter and mine Aire. 

en laid the Child, this is the cauſe and Why, 
hat tyir thꝛe Ravens daplie on you cry: 
here was two Ravens, an female and au male, 
hat had clecked the third withoutten faile: 
here they clecked into that each csuntrie, 
Jas great hunger, derth, and penuritie?: 
0} fault ot food women and men deceaſt, 
nuke mannec ſo did both foull and beaſt, 
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| They this young Raven being intill her nelt, 
0 The mother flewover fields where ſhe thought bel 
1 Seeking her food, in land out over all where, 
1 And of her bird ſhe toke no ſturt noꝛ care: 
Then the male Raven leing that diſpleaſure, 
4 Upon her ſelfe ſhe tone dayly labour, 
With patne and ppne and great penuritie, 
Fo: this young Raven, while it had ſtrength to fi 
And fend her ſelfe out over the fields ſo faire, 
Do of mother it toke no ſturt noꝛ care. 
Now is paſt by the skant tyme of the pre, 
Meate grew at large. and vicuals was not deare, 
Men. beat, and foul] had meat abundantlie, 
The female Raven came home then haſtelie, 
And would haue had ſuch freindſhip and kindnel 
To the young Raven, us hœ which in diſtreſle 
Fcd him with fed while her could find him (ell, 
The female Raven thereok toke no travell: 
Then the male Raven tpke well into his thought, 
ow he his Bird had nureiſt and vpbꝛought, 
In fyme%vf derth penuritie, andskant, 
Yee thought no way his Bird that he would wan! 
Fo2 the female out over the fields flew, 
And left her Bird but helpe o2 pet reſkew, 
Still in the neſt, which therefra could not fle, 
But there on fozce fo2 to ly ſtill and die: | 
WMherefs:e the male, though he had mozekinvneſl! 
To the poung Raven. that innede and diſtrelle, 
Wut or perrell it nourtſhde and vpbzought, 
Noz the female, that flew and fed it nought: 
005 There 
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Lherefoze the male, ſayes that her ſhould poſſeid, 7 

Pis owne young bird that helped it innede, 

Kathcr then ſhe which in neceſſitie, 

Left it alone, but helpe in point to die. 

Chen the female alledges this againe, | 
That in the birth of her bird had maze paine, 
302e labour, ſozxow, and penuritie, 

Poze hunger then the male had by ſuch the: 
Lherefoze of him ſher aught to haut mozemirth, 
Chat had ot him ſuch ſozraw in her birth, 

#03 this each cauſe mp SoveraigneLo2dtheking 
hir Ravens cryes, and foꝛ none other thing, 

del 112 pou to judge by your wiſedome, * 

ho this young Bird ſhall bzuke in time to come: 

Therefoze will pz on this thing gine ſentence, 
hey will no moze come in pour grace pꝛeſence. 

Then ſaidthe King, becauſe that the female, 

elt her sone Bird into ſuch need and bale, 

und in no ſozt would nuriſh it noz fed, 
But from it fled when that it had moſt ned, 

thinke alwapes with reaſoun it ſhauld tand, 

-be Bird ould ber at bidding and command. 

Aith the male Raben, and his companie, 
Zecauſe he fedit in necellitie; 

ind where that the alleadges her againe, 
To haue moꝛe ſturt, ſoꝛrow, travell, and paine, 


n his clecking, fo2th bzinging, and his birth „ 


lap to pou, all that was turnde in mirth ' 
do ſone as the hex qwne Bito quicke could ſc; ©; | 
dhe qupteſs; gote het great adyeriitie,, | 


k — 
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We Ann als the male is cauſe of pzopuctioun, 
| 5 And inſtrument of all generatioun, 

i! I ſay alſo in time of her great nœde. 

Yee did his Bird with paine nouriſh and fide: 
When the female it left into theneſt, * 
With great hunger, and als with cold oppzcſt» 
* 


15 Whereto:e J giue definitine ſentence, 
That the male Navin ſhall ay haue ſtill pꝛeſence: 
tv The fellowſhip and als the companie, 
DO ek the young bird, where ever her goe or flat; 
| : ; | bf And the female his fellowſhip ſhall want it, 
Except the male vnts the female grant it. 
Muhen the Ravens heard the Ning ſo declare, 
Ancontinent they fle w vp in the air, 
Miith ſuch a noyſe as it had thunder bene, 
And was no moꝛe in that tegieun ſæne. 
6. This being done in ſhoꝛt tyme after then, | 
+ ” IAncontinent the King caldethis young man; | 
i} At And (aid, god freind, your name to me pee ſhaw» |; 
ö Ik ſl 0 Alexander (quod he) they toe mee caw, | 
Then laid the Ring, pee ſhall take none but mee, 
þ bl 105 Foz your father, and ve my ſonne ſhall ba: | 
15 Fo: pe ſhall haue mp daughter in ſpouſage, | 
By And after me ſhall bꝛoke her heritage, | 
And ever fill ſhall here be Loꝛd and Ring. | 
1 0 And all this Nealme ſhall haue in governing. | 
K ur Then Alexander in houſhold ſtill hee baid, ; 
Daplp ſervice vnto the Bing he mazo- 
1 All men him lov'd foꝛ his great courteſie, 
ib” Vis gentleneſſe, and his humamtie; 


ungen 2 


71 


reren 


fy » 


b 1 l 
f 1 
| 12 * * 
| ES. 


1 


ce: 


The ſeuen Sages. 
ee was ſo ſoft, ſo humble, and mainſweete, 
CourteCſſe, cunning, debonair, and diſcreete, 
In all god games himſelle hee did frequent, 
In hoꝛſe, harneſſe, ſuſting, aad toznament: 
And all god games gainde foꝛ an Gentleman, 
Dayly hee vlde, and ay the pꝛaiſehee wan, 
Aboue all them that dwelt ints Egypt, 
Hoe far excellde, and had themaſterſhip: 
In allthat realme, neither by farno2 neare, 
In manly acts there was none found his peare; 
No? yet there was no great obſcure queſtioun, 
But hee thereto would giue ſolutioun, 
o hee guided in all thing, and well p2oved, 1 
Qith old and young wonder well was hee loved. 
¶ In this meane time Titus theCmperouc, 
Which was a man of might and great honour; 
Ok gentleneſſe and alſo courteſie, 
In all vertue hee was an A- per- ſe. 
Over the woꝛld ſa karre rang his renowne, 
Chat hee pzecellde all other that bure Crowne, 
In ſo farre that over all where did fle, 
Bis noble name of liberalitie; 
And round about ints all parts him by, 
Both far and neir openly gart hee cry, 
If any man in manners and wiledome, 
And god ingine into his Court would co ne, 
Dhould bee intreatedinto their owne degree, 
And bee tewarded after their facultie. 
When Alexander heard tell ot ſuch an thing, 


Hee paſt fra hand to his father the Bing, 
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if And ſaid to him kna lling vpon his Ente, 

| And pteaſe your grace my noble father fre: 

| The noble Court, and Courteſie is knowne, 
We the Emperour, and to pour grace is ſhowne; 
Thyat everie man delytes there to abyde, 
That hath knowledge either to gang 02 ryde: 
Learning ſhall learne manners and mgnlyneſſe, 

zactick of warres, good gupding and pꝛonnelle, 

Dew intreating with honour, laude, and gloze, 
And great reward hee ſhall obtaine therekoꝛe. 
It pleaſe your Grace J would deſpꝛe heartlie, 
Into that Court and companie to bee, 
Chat J may wit and vertuedaylie letr, 

Mp lelfe exerce in noble aas of weir. 
This of your grace right humblie 1 deſpꝛe, 

Po waxes meaning that ot pour grace 2 tze, 

VER Godwilling J ſhall petarne againe, 
+ To my pleaſure which is my Soveraigne. 

ul (Tbent ſaid the ning, your falzing'pleaſefh me, 
| 1 i: But {aith were I to want pour companie: 
Wl. "Petn not the leſte, cauſe ve ſuch thing delpze, 
Mi ie would glaidly grant if that yi requyzet 

& 
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* 5 But ere yes pate ſe that v furneiſt bee 
| 1 In all behalfes, Gold clothes, hoꝛſe, and money, 
FR i Chat ye want nought that is nedfull to haue, 
That pee therethꝛow map both our honours laue, 
1 Suchlitke 4 thinke it were expedient, | 
: That pee ſhould ſpouſe my daughter ere pe went, 
| Dꝛ ye tcturne perchance an bairne fœꝛth bing, 
. Typen wilt this realme either of Quceneoz King, 
gf Alexander 
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ſexander then ſaid vnto thelain g. | 

If pleaſe pour grace to ſpare me of that thing, 
utile J returne then ſhall I with hoaour, 

9cur daughter ſpouſe with your graces pleaſure, 

Then ſaid the Ring. of that A am content, 

E ven as pee will J doe thereto conſent, 

And grant pau hare with all benevolence, 

To palle poùr time where that ve pleaſe licence. 

hen Alexander at the Ring toke god night, 

Ind all the Lozds, both Barons, Squpzes nights 

And laſt of all hæ paſt to the Lidie,, 

To ke his god⸗ night. and gaue her kiſles thꝛæ, 

Bade her be blyth, fo2 long he thought not byde, 

be laid, god ſir, A pzay God ba pour guide: 

o foo2th he faires, a likelie man to loke, 

Andlapon hozſe, and on his vopage take: 

And with him went an honeſt companie, 

With gold and ſilver furneiſt with all plentie: 

Auto the court where that the Cmperour was, 

He takes journey, and ſo fozeward can Halle; 

Ind when he came vnto the Emperour, 

Upon his knees he hailſde him with hononr, 

Great reverence and als humilitie,. 

wut ſone as the Emperour could him ls, 

Where tbat he ſate aut ot᷑ his ſate he role, 

To Alexander but moze tarie he goes, 

And killed him, as was of Court the gyſe, 

And in his Armes he him embzaced thzple, 

And him inqupꝛde what was his name kra hand. 

Aherefra he came; which was his natiue . : ; | 
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5 Suchlitke hee ſpeirde whereof that be was come, 
[ 1 Cellon hx ſaid, the trueth of all and ſome; 
| | Dee ſaid, and pleaſe your noble Pajeſtie, 
Alexander men vſeth to tall me, 
|; The Ring ot Egypts ſon, and here Jam, 
4 | 3 wot his grace will ratiſte the ſame; 
And is come here vnfd pour Bajelfie, 
4 BY To doe ſervice if y will except me. 
Va are welcome the Emperour ſaid then, 
Vea lame to bæ a noble Gentleman. 
| 5 a To his Stewart then a command he gane, 
: That in houſhold Alexander he ſhould receaue. 
: The Stewart then to a Chamber him led, 
And thew him then where he ſhould haue his bed, 
- Well perfurneiſt into all neceſſars, 
» With pertinentsthereto in all effaires. 
j Alexander behav'd himſelfe wiſelie, 
| 0 bh Mithall the Court,andeach mans lone wan he, 


Sol in ſhoꝛt tyme fo2 his well behaving, 
Þ Paſter Carver he was made to the Ring, 
3 ot long after the U ings ſonne in France, 
. . doe (er vice, and daply obſervance, 


j 15 n like manner come to the Emperour, 

(| bi cCalhom he teceiued with blythnefſe and hononr, 
And ſpearde ſuch like at him what was his name, 
i [aps ſaid, Lodowick all mencalde me at hame, 
Aad am come here to doe pour Grace ſervice,” 
It that you pleaſe vouchſafe to me office. 

th Eh Cmperour ſaid, Alexander truclte 
| WE my Car vour, in Toppe: y& {hall be, 
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#0; that office J thinke ye bee moſt able. 
-o doe ſervicedaply befoze my table. 
50 committed he tothe Stewart Lodowick, 
"0 doe to him as to Alexander ſuchlike. | 
do the Steward to Lodowick did alſigne,” ' 
hat ſame Chalmer was 4 lexandersludgingy 
hereof they were both verie well appleaſed, 
hat they were two into one Chalmer eaſed: 
_hir two young men Alexander and Lodo wick, 
In altzin ſoꝛt they were ſo wonder line, 
In face, favour, in foꝛme, andfaſſion, 
In ſtature, viſage, ſpech, and condition, 
Chat each man ſaid, one was the others brother, 
Dcarcely could any know the one by the other: 
But Alexander in dedes was moe actiue, 
"han was Lodowick, and fare moe ſcientine: 
Foꝛ Lodowick was ſhamefull and feminine, 
And Alexander peart, furthie, and maſculinc; 
Ok moꝛe courage, moꝛe manty to behold, 
Chan Lodowick was ſome ſaid be the third fold. 
Che Emperour which Titus height to name. 
Had a Daughter ok faſloun faire and fame, 
Heght Florentyne à gratious Ladie, 
Which neereſt heyꝛe to her father ſhould bee, 
hom her father loved aboue meaſurc, 
To het hee gaue aboundance of treaſure, 
ger owne ſervands the had with her to dwell, 
Ind keped Court and houthold hy her ſell. i 
0 whom daplie the Emperour vſve to ſend - | 1 
l his dainteis, his daughters meis to mend. 
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An ſigne of loue daylie a diſh o2 t wap, 
And Alexander to her bure them away, 
To this Ladie befoꝛe her them pꝛeſented. 
Hoi in her ſight each day ha was frequented, 


— — of this Ladie he wan, in 
Fo: his wiſedome abone all other man. Fr 
CThꝛough buſtneile it chanced on a dap, 1 

. At dinner tyme Alexander was away Di 
1 0 From his ſer vice, and none in his abſence Lh 
"4 Dis fault lupplped, no2 pet gaue attendence. ti 
Then Lodowick came, and that perceaved ſone, |! 
Did ſuch ſeruice as Alexander ſhould done: 21 


I} 
Te : And/ſerved fo2 him into theſame ſtied, 
4 Dis fault hee did ſupplie, and als remed, 
At the dinner being nere hand at end, | 
* I 4 The Emperour twke vp a dich, andſend 1c 
+ To his daughter, as he was wont to doe, 
1 And bade Lodowick the ſame diſh beare her £9, J 
15 GBWela ving well Alexander it had bene, 
} k 1 Feb could diſcerne their viſages betweene, 
5 Then went Lodowick his way tothe Ladie, 
1 D ꝛeſented her the dich vpon his knee, 
Wh With reverence as he in heart beſt thought. 
| 1285 Foz bx befoꝛe that tyme had ſxne her nought. 
| | {/ Jacontinent when he the meat her bzonght, 
ht: She perceaved Alexander it was nought. 
Quoth ſhæ, God ſtr, to me ve ſhew your name. 
* 1 Her ay Lodowick it is ſurely Madame. 
N 1. Ahoſe (on are pc: tell me but cixenmſtance, 


ot 1 e father is (quoth hee) the King of France. 
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zuoth cher, good ür, J thankeyou of pour paine, 

e are welcumeto paſſe,o2 vet remaine. 

hanke my Father of the meate be hath ſend. 
oth her, J ſhall; and ſofwzth'on hes wend, 

no toke geod leaue with all good reverence, 
do paſt againe to the Emperouts pꝛelence“ 

In this meane tyme Alexander came to table, 

did his f er vice, as hee was wont and able. 
he dinner done, Lodo wick to chalmer paſt; E 
ight ſicke at heart, and layde him downe bedrall: 
lexander perteab d incontinent, 

ven to chalmer to Lodo wick tis hee went: 

And ſaid to him, O mp good companioun“ 
what is the cauſe that pee are nolu lpene downe⸗ 

hen ſaid Lodo wick, I feelemy ſelfe truelie 
1cxt at the heart with ſoꝛe inſirmitie. ro 

Greatly I feare, vnleſſe J get remend e 
It holds mce ſo that it ſhall bee my dead. 

exander ſaid, the ttuethj J traiſt to geſſe, 
The pzintipall canſe of all your ſoze ſickneſfor 

*02 this ſame day when that themeate pee bare, * 

To yon Lady which that ver thought ſofaire; 

pee her beheld ſo verie ferventlie, 

Her good manners; her viſage and beautie: i 
That pee therewith is hanked in her lone, 84 
From her pour heart no wap per tan remaue. 1 

chen ſaid Lodowick, O my bzother deare, 
Lhe veric trueth but doubt ver haue gone neare: 
ll Phyſitians in world they could not gelle, ith 


" | Noz judge moze true the cauſe of my fickneſſe.. * | 
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Mhereot but doubt J take an felloun feir, | 
Get J no helpe, that it ſhall doe me detr. , ; 
Then Alexander bade him be of comfoꝛt, 1 4 
With my power J hall pour pane ſuppo :? 
Lift vp your heart, and be of good courage, P 
Sturt in no way pour ſickneſſecan aſwage. 1 
Thea Alexander bethought him ot an caſt, / 
Ancontinent tothe mercat he paſt, 
An pꝛetious cloth with his owne gold hee bought, 
WMherot Lodowick knew no way, noz wiſt nought . N 
Bu aue ſet about with pꝛetious ſtones waſtlie, 
And it pꝛeſented tothe faire Ladie. 
- Eben ſhoe it ſaw; ſhe aſked him in hy, 
AAhere her ſhould get ſuch coaſtly cloath to buy, 
Quoth hee, the ſon ofthe mot Chꝛiſtian King, 
Bath fo2 your loue Madame ſend you this thin g. 
bl But fo2 a ſight that her ſaw of your face, 
Ve is linked ſo faſt into loues lace, | 
1 10 That hee lpeth ſicke without he get remead, 
0 Appearandly there is nothing hut dead, 
. 45 And foz your louc ſuffer pe him to die, 

Ji 15 It ſhall degraid your honour greatumlie, 

lj 
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Alexander ſhee laid would ye nam counſell mæ, 
That I would lois my cleane virginitie, 
Conſidering J am of blod ropall, 

Delcended ot the ſtock imperiall, 

ty ſecondly as pee know well indeed, 

y appearance to this crowne ſhould luccœ de.: 
EL J did ſo. as pee to mee declare, | 


Then were J tynt but doubt toz evermatre, d 
30 
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The ſeuen. Sages, 
Feld ue $& well, that ye foꝛ ſuch meſlage. 
dhall hatie no thanke, noꝛ win of me no wage, 
-zercfoze paſſe ye from hand out ot my ſight, 
our meſfage is neither reaſoun noꝛ right. 
e law the Payde was ſomething difcoatent, 
2th of her ſight hee paſt incontinent. 
n the next day paſt Alexander againe, 
o the mercat, and playde the counferpayne, 
o this Ladie he bꝛought an fyne head geare, 
Aboue mee the cloth it was th:&« tpincs as deake, 
And it pꝛeſented to the Ladie gent, 
In Lodow icks name there with vntoher went. 
Uhen the Ladie this coſtly gift had ſene, 
Yhe mervelde great what Alexander did meane: 
And laid tohim, J marvell of a thing, 
That pee te me ſuch coſtly gifts ſhould bzing, 
From any man, but if it were pour ſell, 
Defcrrand ap pour own errand to tell: 
And ſo oft tymes yer haue had my pꝛeſence, 
And foꝛ to ſpeake ve might haue had licence: 
Such thing J ſe in pour head never ſank, 
Wherefo:c but doubt, J cun vou the lefſe thank. 
Quoth he, Madame, pe mult hold me excuſed, 
durſt not ſpeake, perchance pte had refuſed, 
And moꝛc- at- over my birth it is follow, 
Do heigh matters J durſt not to pon ſhow, 
Quoth ſhe it is an pꝛoverb of the old, | 
Which Joft tpmes, in merrrindſſe haue heard fold; i 
t ct a poung man, whether ber ſpeid oz nought, it 
Vainenot his ſpeech; but ipeake fœoꝛth, a ſpare nocht 
Anto 


b 
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The ſeven Sages. 
Into mine heart (quoth he) ſuch was not ground 
oz with ſuch thing my heart was never wound 
And if ſuch thing perchante had happened mæ,. 
J would haue chargde one of moꝛe low degte, 
No2 is vour grace, but my freind Lodo wick, 
Is the great heire ot the moſt chiefe Ringrick. 
Ot all the woꝛld, and the moſt Chaiſtian King, 
Che moꝛe bolder hee durſt deſp2e ſuch thing, 
Kat her than J which may bee no compare, 
Tinto your grace foꝛ your blod fingulate- 
Quoth che, this woꝛd in remembꝛance ye take, 
Lone whom pe like, they ſay laue hath ns lacke. 
- Quoth her, who hes into his companie, 
1 An god fellow as Lodowicknow hes mee, 
And in him truſteth: am not J bound againe, 
To wis him god where that he lyeth in paine, 
0 With my power in ſo far as J may, 
15 Doubtleſle Þadame could not ſay him na: 
18 Therefoze J thinke pa kadietratſt and tiew, 
ki 1 . Would ve vouchſafe on Lodo & ick to rew, 
i it Dn him to haue compasſion and pittie, 
1 That is ſo ſoꝛe wounded in pour bewtie. 
ib; ' woꝛd ol yours would make him whole againe, 
4 Mim to relieue ot all ſickneſſe and paine: 
Let not his dead ber no wiſe on you laid, 
Foz that thing ſhall your honour great degraidz 
F If ve abſent from him pour god kyndnelle, 
10 5 Each man will ſapthat pe are mercilcfie. 
| de ſaid, god ſir, foꝛſoth ye ſerue great cryme, 


| 1 Of me ve get no anſwere at this tyme. 


i 
Ti py f 4 
7 


1 


+” 1A N 
F „ 1-3 
. Hf —_ 4 
1 5 4 . 1 
* * 

by ä * = 


«* „4 * . . * 
82 — 2 . | | . — : 
— — ys — — — p 2 * . 2% 
* = .— þ 2” " 4 \ — he . : 
ba. Wig „ e * " + © — 2 p 1 * 
22 — at. * - 22 . E 
my, ” 5 — 
mn. 


0 _ 4 — _ 
- i - * - 2 — 
— N - — — — 3 
— — — —— or UC CR . N —— P - 
P 5 2 þ 
wy, , F mw & 8 * n * yo 
- - 4 8 % 4 . 3 1 = ; — = n 4 - 
n 2 8 1 2 _ . 
— 2 4 = 17 — - > 
t 2 * TO Or: Ki p< N q \ * . > 7 3s — a 
* n A AS * - 9 * | 


| 


SE — — n 


1 => 1 


Thereloze 


. 


The ſeuen Sages; © 
herekoꝛe paſſe on your wayes, farewell. adeww, 
| « & are to blame ſo ſharplie to perſew, 
Wo: any man, but if it were your ſell, 
halle on ydur way, as now na mo2e I tell. 
h toe his leaue, and departed anone; 
che moꝛne ggaine to the mercat is gone, 
und hought a Beit, which ten times was moze deir, 
202 was the cloth, and als ths gay headgeir, 
Jzeſenting it vutotheLavyes fight, 
n Lodowicks name the woefull wounded wight: 
Then ſhe perceaved thegitts iocoftli2 was, 
Into her lelfe ſhe keſt and did compaſſe, 
buch diverſe khinges as ner des not to ber ſhowne, 
202 to each man in no kyndeto ber knowne, 
Chereſoꝛe as now I thinke belt let them be, 

C ach man ould not know-Ladyes pꝛivitie: a. 
But at theigf to « lexander ſhe laid, 1 
J wote not well to bes moved o2 glaid 
it pour meſſage, but wonder lcath were mee, 

In my default that any man ſhould die, 

A mans life to loſle to2 lacke cf lone, 

If ſo J did, J-were great to repꝛoue: 

The cefoꝛe pe ſhall haue in this point credence, 

Ju my Chalmer J will giue him pꝛeſence. 

At the third houre that paſt isov'r mid- night, 

Py Chalmer doe hee (hall find ppen right. 

Pct pee him ſo, this is mp mynde and will, 
Pour minde (quoth hæ) Madame 3 hallfulfill, | 
Of the anſwere Alexander was glaid, 

Paſt to the chalmer, and to his Fellow ſaid, 
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The ſeven Sages 
Lodowickly not, pe lurke overiong fo2 lone, 
J haue not hainde to hant fo2 pour behoue. 
Lhe tompanie of pon faire Ladie gent: 
Howbeit ſome time ſhe ſtœd not all content: 
Vet not the leſle ſome grace J haue obtained, 
Lo your intent, ſo far to her J meaned; 
Ver great favour to pou J haue purchaſt, 
And 4 belene all is come fo2 the belt: 
UUhercfoze bee blyth, and take pou god comfozt, 
N ith cleane. courage now get you vp at ſhozt; 
And inſecret J will vou ſhew a thing, 
To her thamberthis night I ſhall von bꝛing, 
Adhere that ve thall right wonder welcome ber, 
And well utreated with that faire gay Lady, 
Auhen he that heard, he was couragtous , 
+, Wothhaile and feir, jocund, and als joyous: 
| 3 12 Hot blyth in heart, and ſturt away was we2ne; 
As ever he was from firſt day hee was boꝛne: 
A 0 \l Aas never Bꝛide ſo blyth of her Bꝛidegrome, 
Aas never Wird ſo blpth to light on blome: 

1 15 No2 vet Sparhalk ſo blyth to get her P2ey, 

;þ 0 Nez vet the Lark in freſh moznings of Map: 

i Rever Penttrallſoblyth of his reward, 


It As was Lodowick when he thir tythings heard, 
Vut fo2 to ſpeake of perſite Potingars, 
RN [8 + FynePbyſicionsg, marvcllong Medicinars; 
1% Clarkesofcunring, and counſellours of halc; 
+ Charmers of chafts, and givers ofLiblcale, 
read never into no bake no: place, 
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C IEUCN Sages. * 4 
fo: 10k how ſane that Lodowick heard him ſpeaks 
x ſaid himſelfe he was no longer ficke. of 
x know Leeches will haue along pꝛoceſle, 11 
od entreating, rewards and als kindneſſe, 
zankets making, where euer it may bee ſonght, 
lith Alexander by no way ſo was nought, 
le xander deburſed his monep ap, 
ot beeing knowne to Lodowick in no wap, 
bereth2ough to him hee conqueſt this Ladies 
p coaſtlie gifts cott with his owne money: 
ow let vs ſhew how Lodo wick vp hee roſe, 
ith curious co2ps, and cleiked on his clothes; 
hen Alexander his minde vnto him ſhew, 
ow the Ladie allhis maladie knew: 
1d how ſhee was his of comming content, 
nd how that hee did pur chaſe ber conlent: 
|cxander tonuoped Lodowick that night, — 
0 the Chamber of that faire Ladies bꝛight. 
Uith whom hee was in ſop and tnertneſſe, | 
nd from hence fa2th euer kept kindnelle. FI 
1ſuch a ſo2t where that one was content, | 
1ithout cuntrare the other gate conſent: 
0 (till they vled in others companie, 
eleeuing well all was done quietlie: 
7 not the leſle it came vnto the eares 
all the Court amor 3 Knights and Squpats, 
Lodou ick ſo ſtœd in great kindneſtſe, 
[th that Ladie w2ought lo in quietneile: 
among them they did conſpire his dead, 
t regarding the Ladies fauour noz fead. 
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Idee. 
©0 Alexander thereof got knowledging, | 
Vee armed his coꝛſe foz to gainſtand that thing, 
And when they knew that Alexander twke part, 
Him to purſue from thence fioꝛth they loſt heart, 
Into ſo far, from all ſuch they did ceaſe, 
And ſuffered well Lodowicke to goe in peace. 
Mobbeit oftimes into greatjeopardie, 
Foz Lodowicks cauſe Alexander was truely, f 
But fo Lodowick ſuch was not knownea deale, Fo 
But the Ladie it knew wondzons well, 
Then in ſhoꝛt time there was ameſſage ſend, 
Out of Egypt, by w2iting making kend. 
That of the lat was new deceaſt their King, 
Which aboue them many a peare did Ning. 
Requiring home Alexander tocome, 
And with honour receiue his owne Ringdome: 
Foz his Ladie the Kings Daughter and Aire, 
Df his abſence foke both great feare and caire: 
Becauſe the Realme was deſolate of an head, 
Unto that houre ſince her Father was dead; 
Mhich ſcone hee ſhew to Ladie Florentine, 
ext thereafter to Lodowick ſhew it ſpne, 
That hee in haſte behoved to depart, 
Mhereok they were both wonder ſad in heart. 
In haſte hee paſt vnto the Cmperonr, 
Saying, Pleaſe pour Graces hie honour, 
Joꝛth of Egypt I baue receiued waiting; 
Making it knowne my Fathers departing, 
So it behoueth mee to paſle and recetue | 
The Crowne thersof by right thereto J haue: 


— 


The ſcuen Sages, 
If that your Grace will licence mee fo paſe, 
Without pour fauour J will no licence aske. 
Uithout pour leaue 02 A ſhould licence take, 
had rather both Crowne and Realme fo2ſake, 
n theſe effaires what ener it pleaſe your Grace, 
f verte trueth ſo ſtandeth euen the cace. 
he Emperour ſaid, Bee ſhall know verilie, 
pour departing mine heart is right heaute, 
0: held you amongſt my ſeru ants all, 
nto mine houſe euer the pzincipall, 
zut it becommeth not an Emperour, 
nto no ſoꝛt, noz pet is his honour: 
o his ſeruants to make impediment, 
that time they bee pꝛomotesd to any Rent. 
at farre rather to helpe them and ſupplie, 
o greater giftes and higher dignitie. 


Wicrefoze goe pee from mp ſtewart receaue, 


s much gold as ye pleaſe fo; to haus. 
lith my bleſſing and with mine inward heart, 
God his Name A fre you to depart. 
nd bade farewell, and ſo hee take goodnight, 
the Emperour, then at Lozd@qupze and knight 
ho was ſoꝛie of his ſhozt departing, 
2 bee was loued both with old and young. 
hen paſt Lodowick, and with him Florentine, 
don homeward conuoyed him mples nine: 
cxander would let them no further goe, 
t fo2 to ſee the dolour and the woe. 
then thep departed whereto ſhould J ſay moze ? 
would haue made a r mans heart right ſoꝛs 
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The ſeuen Sages. 


' Fo verie woe all th:ec to ground fclldowne, 
God Florentine fo2 woe ſhee fell in ſwonn; 
Alexander then take her vp againe, 
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+» Comfozted her of her ballet and paine. 
And right ſo did to his fellow Lodowicke, 
Comſoꝛted him with many words ſuch like, 
Then ſaid tohim, Dy god fellow and bꝛother, 
M hom J lone beſt of men aboue all other, 


In time to come to: to kœpe you fromſkaith, 
This J vou ſap, and tomy Ladie baith, 
Touching ſecrets that ts betwixt vs two, 
Reping them quiet, 02 pre will ſuffer woe, 
Uherefoꝛe take heede and loke right well abort, 
Doe yce not lo, pee ſtand in right great doubt, 
Foz well J wote another in my ſteede, 


Shall come but dcuvt and haue you at ſuch fave, 
Dith great hatred deceit and als enup, 


GBoth day and night ſhall you checke and eſpy, 
CTo ſo ik they can challange pou with cryme, 


WMherefoꝛe beware and take god heede tn tyme; 


1115 F03 if they can challenge you any way, 


Oz you rebuke ſurclic thcy will aſſay: 


0 : With the Emperour in fauour vee doe ffand, 


MA herefoze the moꝛe they will call at pour hand, 
Thenſaid Lodowicke,Jnfar ſo as I may, 

A ſhall beware both by night and by dap, 

But woe alace therein what ſhall J doe, 
then 3 haue none that J dare lippen to 2 
Tyat I ſhould want your faithfull compante, 

I can not mend t9erctoze full woe is me. 


The ſeuen Sages. 


pet Jheartlie requpꝛe of vou one thing, 

ve will receiue from me this little King. 
Betbixt vs two to be a remembꝛance, 

Ok two Pꝛinces oł Egypt andof France, 
alexander ſaid, The Ring J will receaue, 

Ju remembzante ok pou ſtill fo2 to haue: 

But pet howbeit the Ring J had not tane, 

Pour remembzance from me no wiſe had gane: 
27 one another about the necks imbzaiſt, 

With great kindneſle and then about the watt, 
But Florent ine was ſo confounded in ſpirit, 
her could doe nought but ſat her downe to greit, 
t, NAlexander ſaid, Amends now no greiting, 

But J pzap God grant vsa merrie metting, 

And ſo parted with heartes wonder woe, 

e, Nnto their home each one their gate did goe. 
Not long after the E ings ſonne of Spaine, 
Came to the Court in ſexuice to remaine: 

Named Guydo and got that ſame office, 

That Alexander had into ſeruice: 

Alſo the Steward to him he did aſſigne, 

That ſamine houſe the chamber and ludging, 
That Alexanderand Lodou icke dwelt intill, „ 
Ahich was but doubt all againſt LoJlowicks will, 
goboeit the lame no wiſe hee could mond it, | 
zut pettherewith his heart was ſozeoffendit: 
LoJlowicke to Guydo could keepe no friendſhip, 
As hee did to Alexander of Egypt: 

Aherefoꝛe Guydo againſt him toke envy, 
Vowbeit they both inone Chamber could lpe. 


* 3 And 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
AndLodowicke had of Guy do ſuch feare, 
That hee durft nought to the Ladie goe neare, 
In auenture that Guydo ſhould eſpy , 
Pi his lecrets and them in open cry: 
Bet not the leſte of her Hz had ſuch thought, 
Her compante to abſtaine could hee nought. 
Fo2 ſhee could not his companie well want, 
Do her againe ſometimes to her vid hant. 
Chen Guydo that perceining was not ſleuth. 
Dn them to waite while that he knew thc truethy 
That Lodo wick had with Ladie Florent ine, 
Do great kinaneſſe, that hee thought after ſ1 ene. 
Conſidering well the trueth that hee did Rnow, 
Some- time vntothe Emperour hee ſhould ſhow. 5 
©0 in his mynde hee helde it quictlie, 
With falſe deceit while he his time might ſo . 
Upon a time the Emperour in his hall, 
Talking about among the Nobles all: 
— om greatlie the wit and gentlenelle, 
lexander the wiſedome and kindnelle. 
Dee ſa d, Yie was both vertuous true and wile, 
To gayd an houſe right well hee could deniſe: 
Then laid Guydo And pleaſe pour Pajeſtie, 
Bo fat pꝛaiſed hæ ought not foꝛ to bee, 
No? fo2 to bee tommended as ve as ye weene, 
A great tratour in peur houſe hath he bernc: 
The Emperour ſaid, Tell on how that can be, 
Then ſaid Guydo J ſhall pon tell truelie. 
To pour Daughter pee haue a Ladic faire, 


The which ſhould bee appearantly your aire. 
* > 8 ; . . 72 | 3785 


And 


The ſeuen Sages. ' 
And by the helpe the falſet and ſupplie, 


Pkt him Lodowick hath done her villanie, 

Cuen ſo nightlie when Lodo wick takes delite, 

= Yee hath his will ol that faire Ladie white: 
And all this came by the falle ſittell light, 

Ok Alexander that hee wꝛought day and night, 
Mhen the Emperour heard this tale to him tolde, 
In his minde hee was moued manifolde: 

In that ſame time Lodo wick came thꝛow the Ball 
And vpon him the Emperour ſœne did call: 

7 Saying, What's this that I heare tell of thee, 

-] Ifif bee true, thou ſhalt bee hanged hie: 

7 The ſaid Lodowick, And pleaſe your Roble Grace 
pa will mee ſhow thercothow ſtands the cace, 
Then ſaid Guydo in open audience, 

Heere J a vow in your Graces pꝛeſence: 

That Lodo wick lyes with adie Florentine, 

Sao ſure as ſtands on craigg this head of mine: 
And lo hee bath defiled the blood Kopall, 

| Which 1 chall pꝛoue on him in plaine battell, 

On his bodie, and thereat ſhall J and, 

Delend it now ik thou dare take in hand. « 

Then ſaid Lodowick, Pleaſeth your Pajcftie, 

A Jamſakeleſſeofyonheeſayeson mee, 

And right kalſelie hee lapeth on mer ſuchcryme; 

3 Which J ſhall pꝛaue when euer hee thinnes time, 
So ints God J trow to finde remeadz. 

An this falſet ſhall light on his owne head? 
Then keft Guydo his gloue downefoz a trainee, 
Lodo wick lowted and toke it vp again 


* 4 Daring 
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The uk Sages, * 


Saping, A will that Ladies fame defend, 
- Ellithheartandhand vnto my {tuesend: 
The Emperour then to them both did alſigne, 
 Acertaiae dayofbattelland fighting: - 
And to them both hee bade ſilence and reff, 
Then bade them paſſe where that they pleaſed belt. 
Then paſt Lodo icke to the Ladie fra hand, 
And all the cace hee made her vnderſkand: 
Asad how hee was accuſedinto pzeſence, 
Ok her Father in open audience: 
And how that he aſſignedthe fighting day, 
And vnto her on this maner can ſay, 
Now lorentine my Ladie faire and gent, 

Jt now behoues to wozke with auiſement, 
Pt pou alwayes: Fo: ſo the matter ſtands, 
A cannot ſcape vadeadof Guydocs hands: 
Foz why 7 if Jhad denped to him battell, 
Then had J ye! my ſelfe as criminal 
And ok the cryme granted mp ſelke guilkie, 
Thereldꝛe foꝛce was to counterſit niſlie: 
Duch like Guydo is wonder ſtout and ſtrong, 
In fait ob Armes hee hath beene vſed long. 
J ueuer nne in no companieheero, 
But Alexander to fight might bee his pœre: 
Joz 4 am weake, and feeble of perſoun, 
And to his ſtrength hath no compariſoun, 
Ik Ihim mete in ftelde what ſhall bee then? 
Mithout refuge Jam but a dead man, | 
And lo on mee Gall ly the cauſe and blame, 
Eben re {oz euer yall —_ llander and or ; 
n en 


The ſenen Sages. 
Then Florentine to Lodowicke thiscanTfay, 
Since ſuch a chance is come bet wirt vs tw 
And I thinke yon deſpared in one park, 

And in this caſe ouer weake ſprited in heart. 
Pet neuertheleſle where two ills doth app2oach, 
I thinke it beſt from the greateſt to foatch: 
Che firſt illis, if pee pon guiltie grant, 


Then ſhall J ape bath wealth and wo2thip want. 


And ve alſo bee put to cruell dead, 
And J fo2 ape my life in lan gour leads: 
The ſecond is, if p to battell boun, 

Pe are ſo weake and feble ok perloun, 
And Guydo is ſo ſtrong, and als hardie, 


That ye dow not gainſtanꝰ him ſtraikes thek, 


And ſo alwapes J can find no remead, 

Hob euer it goe there is to pot but dead, 

A herekoꝛe heerein pee ſhall inp counſell doe, 
Po (hall but late my Father ſane paſſe to 
And ſhew to him on your moſt humble wiſe, 
That your Father vpon his death bed lyes, 
Myereok there is now wꝛitings co:ne you till, 
Deſiring him if that it bee his will, 

To pꝛoꝛogate the day of battell ſet, 

That pee may goe and come againe but left: 

Jn the meane time with your Father to ſpeake, 
By the reaſon hee lyes ſo wonder ſicke, 

That yee may know his perfitelatter will, 
Do that pee may in all points to fulfill. 
And fo2 to ſpeake with him two Words 02 they 
Fo2ty of this w9zld oꝛ hee de part and die, 


1 


An 
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And that pee may his bleſſing ſtill obtains , 
Mith his owne mouth then ye to louke his ene, 
Vo when yvee haue obtained his licente. 
To Alexander in all good haſte paſt hence, 
Then ſecretlie to him the matter ſhow, 
Vo things ſtands perfealie let him know, 
And him require into this extreame cace, | 
| That hee would come and to ſupplie pour place: 
Contrare Guydo and with him fo2 to feght: 
Becauſe pour ſelle to doe the lame haue heght. 
This counſell then it pleaſcd Lodowick well, 
Cuen as ha ſaid, ſo did hee euerie dell. 
Licence obtained, and als pꝛolon ged the dap, 
CTo Alexander Lodo wick toke his journey, 
Small reſt hee tooke but rade both day and night, 
Till Egypt land while hee came vnto right. 
To the Caſtle then came hee on in hy, 
| Where that the King Alexander did ly: 
Mhen the k ing got of Lodo wick knowledging, 
Dea marueiled great the cauſe of his comming; 
Incontinent to mate him hee is gane, 
As his bzother euen ſo with him hath tane, 
| With all honour her did him there receiue, 
Las him became 0z hee liked to haue: | 
Chen ſaid Lodowick, My bꝛother deare and friend, 
IAn time bygone and euer yet hath beene: 
* ow at this time J let you vnderſtand. 
Py lite and deathlyeth both into your hand. 
He ſaid, Bzother make knowne to me you querrell 
Pour life ſhall bee God willing in no perrell 


Then 


ll 


Then ſaid Lodowicke, pee remember pee chen, 
At our parting ſome wo2ds which J finde trew. 
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Saying J ſhould in fellowihip on haue, 

Into your ſtead perchance ſhould mee deceaue: 

And1ye in waite my lectets toeſpy, 

Mhich now indede right wonder well find J, 

Bee ſaid, —— t J were moꝛe circumſpect, 

In which my ſelke in ſome part did neglect: 

Fo2 one Guydo the Rings ſonne of Spaine, 

Into your ſteade with mer hee did remaine. 

And by reaſon hee my ſecrets not knew, 

Tomy Ladie J durſt not well perſew. 

And ſo at length J could not long abſkeene, 

It chanc'd him know the ſecrets vs betwæne: 

Then m accuſed befoꝛe the Emperour, 
Which vato me was vtter diſpleaſure, 

Andhath pꝛemiſed in battell to make god, 

That J dekpled the hie imperiall blod, 

So hand foꝛ hand in battell wee muſt feght, 

To counter him by mine hand J haue heght, 

This dap eight dapes the battell ſhould bee done, 

Quoth Alexander, Fozſœth that is ouer ſone. 

Poꝛe quoth Lodo wick, Guydo is ſfout and ſtrong 

Ye hath biene vſedin aces of warres long: | 

But J am weake and feble as pe kend, 

From his great dints I cannot mee defend. 

My Florentine thecefoze gaue mee counſell, 

P ou foꝛ to ſhew the cauſe and matter haill. 

Fo? thee belœues vou ape her taithfall friend, 

#0 to this time pee haue lo euer bene. 


RY 
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She . doubtleſle v will keepe and ſupplie, 
mee and her in this necellitie, 5 


md Alexander to Lodowicke canſay, 


Is there any knowes pee came heexe away, 
| 3uk Florentine? ( quoth hee) foꝛſoth not one, 


Fon each man trowes to France that Jam gone, 


5 


to viſite my Father lying ſic 
heſe ſame woꝛds to the Emperouk J did ſpeake: 
To that ettea ha did pꝛolong the day, 
And J at poiſt to vou am come away. 
Quoth hee ſhew forth what er deſire, 
: What's the thing at mc ſhe did require, 
| 2 what. counſell gage Florent ine to you ? 
| That 3. ſholud helpe, in what maner and how: 
| > ] gJowickeſatd , O my moſt con{fant friend 
Thus ands the caſe, euenthis did cher Mein, 
; Conſidering wee two bee wonder like, 
That pc ſhould come with Guydo battell ſtrike; 
And none knowing but Florent ine alane, 
Che battell done, ver to come home againe : 
And 2 ſiklike in Court to pꝛeſent me, 
28 J had done the ad and jeopardie. 
Alexander ſaid, Che battell ys haue ſet, 
This dayeig /t dapes to fight withoutten let, 
| It is ouer ſhoꝛt: loʒ euen thus ſtands the cace, 
| | I can not well be readie-inſuch ſpace: 
Foz tarie I the Pozne withoutten moze, 
IA Feannotſes that J can well ve there: 
- $ Therefoze but doubt what ſhall I ſay hereto, 
| why can not tell noꝛ wote not how to doc. 


8 
' 


And 


10 


Ind 
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And my ſubicas 55 commanded hajll, 
That they bee here the moꝛne at my bzpdaill, | 
keope J journey, 2 — J ride at the poſt, | 
x»f my wedding the day is tint and loſt, | 
If 3 goe not; andfokeepethe battell, | 
Then! lorent ine and pee are loſt but fatll, 
Therekoꝛe Lodowick , what thinke pee beſt to die 7 | 
Chat ye deuiſe heere J apply thercto. 
Lodowicke hearing ſnch excuſe reaſonable, 

To fall in ſwoun where that hee ſtood was able. 
Began to ſigb, and ſozrow manifold, 

Fo2 to his heart catched was cares colde, 
Saping, all woe and griefe to mee betpdes, 
©02row and care now commeth on cuery ſydes, 
Pcrceining that Alexander to him ſaid, 1 
Let bee ſuch ſtark, take comfoztandbee glad, | 
Foz J will not fozſake you this vopage, 9 
Though I ſhon(d both tyne wife and heritage, 
But yee ſhall heare in thonght what J bane taue, 
Into ſo farre as wee two are like one, 
And as pe know it is not long ago, 

The Emperours Court hit er ünce J came kro, 
Det am I not well knowne in this Countrie, 
Pany of my Lo zds as yet hare not ſane mee, 
And koꝛ that cauſe they know not my pꝛeſente. 
They will take pou foz mee in mine abſence, 
Therefoꝛʒe hee re ſhall pee tarie and abidee 
And in my ſtrede 1 cc ſhall marrie my beide. 
Then hold the feaſt with great ſolemnitie, 


| 
1 
| 
| 
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| Powbeit my ſelfe in bodie bee abſent, - 
|} Let not ing want moꝛe than J we E ent 
ö Lo my renowne pettaineth oꝛ hone 
Doe J foz yoy, doe ver ſuch like f02 me: : 
| Crcept onely when that ver paſſe ta bed, 
Miith mine owne wife, howbeit that ver her wed ; 
Anto my name and mine authoꝛitie, 
| {Into that caſe ſe that ye faithfull be; 
And ſo but baid J ſhall incontinent 
A oupe vpon hoꝛſe, and to the battell went. 
And let my coꝛſe foꝛ you infs the flelde , 
hen your action debait with ſpeare and ſhield, 
And if that God grant me the vicoꝛie, 
Foꝛ to vanquiſh Guydo pour enemie: 
| Without tarie J ſhall returne againe, 
And pee ſuch like in Court fo2 to remgine » 
As ye had done the pꝛincipall ac pour ſell, 
do with honour in Court ſtill ſhall y& dwell. 
| 'This being done Alexander twke god night, 
| Lelting no wit vnto his UH adie bꝛight: 
Anto the Court fra hand take his journay , 
| me man knowing the matter but they tway, 
| | Eodowick baide at home ſtill with the Queene, 
Anto Egypt as Alexander it had bene, 
And on the Mozne Lodowick with noueltie, 
"Baſt to the Court with great Svlemnitte. 
Euen as it were Alexander the Ring. 
' And ſpouſed his wife at the Church with a Ring; 
Roman knowing but Alexander it had bene, 


| 2 had ſpouſed with great honour the Quene. 
; "4 
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Then held the Feat with mirth and merineſfe,} 
Great honour, gloze, triumph and blithn:fſe, 
All the great Loꝛds, and Nobles that were there, 
Chey made great my2th and ſolace ſingulare: 
Then when Night came, all menbowned to reit, 
To goe to bed the Bꝛide ſhee thought it beſt. 
But when Lodowicke paſt to bed with the Queeng | 
A naked ſwoꝛd hee laid them two betweene- | 
Uhereof ſhee had great mat uell and wonder, | 
On the firlt Night that they ſhouldlyeaſunder. 
So hee each Night with the Qurcene did remaing, 
Her bed - fellow while the King came againe. 
Nothing ſhee ſaid, but vet meckle ſhee thought, 
By the reaſon the truth that ſhee knew nought, 1 
Now let Lodowick and the Aueene byde at ha me „ 
And wee will ſpeake of Alexanders fame, 
Then came beltue the day of toznament, 
Alexander ta the Emperout hee went, 
Then laid, O moſt tedoubted Honeraigne, 
Unto your Grace now J am come againe. 
Left my Father in greatinfirmitie, | 
Doubting nothing but ſhoꝛtlie hee ſhall die. 
Foz to debate this battcll with my blood, 
With my two hands to make my querrell god. 
Foꝛ God willing to all it hall bee kend, 
Bow I juſtlie my querrell ſhall defend: 
The Emperour ſaid, Yee doe all that pee tan. 
Confo2me vnto a Nable Gentleman, | 
Foz belœ ue well if pour quetrell be right, 


Pe ſhall triumph like a kene cruell Knight. 


Foz 
it 
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Foꝛtun will faudur your quarrell and Action, 

| | Yowbeit pee fight contrare an Champion, 
Then quietlichcepaſſed vnder cure, 

To Florent ine the hie gate foꝛward fure, 

Oft whole comming ſhee was right wonder glad, 


Shee him imbzaiſt, they kiſt and after ſaid, 
| | leſt bee the time that pee are now come here: 
From all dolour to mirth hath changde my checre. 
Vee are els welcome to me now pour alone, 
As any man on life, excepting one, 
| Foz ape with me ve tœke o trewa part, 
Quoth hee, Ladie, J thanke you with mine heart. 

| SAbere is Lodowicke J pzay vou tome ſhow, 

And how hee doſt J would pee let mee know. 

| 55 ſaid, Lodowicke was into great blithnefſes 

In mirth aud jop, and in great meripelle: 

There is no man liues in mot e luſtiklife, 

' {Foz hee hath now maried a gap young wife: 

I Maried (quoth ſhee-/ Jthinke that cannot bee, 

At is foꝛ truth foz\oth Madame, ſaid hee: 
Euen on the Poꝛne after J twke voyage, 
It was aſſigned the day of mariage. 
The Banket was pꝛepared right well I ken, 

- 1F02 theretocalled was many noble man. 

JaAll things was dꝛeſt, there was no woze ado, 
But on the mozne the Church fo2 to goe to: 
The Ladieſaid, What woman may that bee: 
Ve ſaid, Foz\ath ſhce-is a gay Lapie, 

unit of loue, right bounteous and faire, 

t that Countric thee is appcarand ire. 
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Auoth Florentyne ſhoꝛt kyndneſſe there hath bene, 
Oꝛ elſe old lone that hath beene them betweene 
But if ſuch thing that Lodo wick nowhath wzonght 
Pour comming heere I thinke it is foꝛ nought: 
Yer countenance to kœpe bade fill the cop, 
Powbeit J trow ſhee liſt not dꝛinke a dꝛop. 
Then Alexander perceaving het patience, 
Her lowlieneſſe and gentle countenance, 

No longer he& would hold her into noy, 

But turnde her ffurt incontinent to joy. 

p Quoth he, Lavie, be blyth and make god care, 
All he bath done, is done fo2 your welfare; 

Y know right well is none in woꝛld moze like, 
In all faſſouns, noz2 I'm to Lodowick: 

So when her came, and told me his errand, 

Even on the moꝛne my Bꝛpdaill ſhould haue ſfand, 
And by reaſoun A could not kepe dyct, 

Pon pet to bide the day of Bꝛpdaill ſet, 

Becauſe on him ſo ſtrangelp come the cace, 
Kindnefſe cauſde mee to put him in my place: 

Do caulde him in my place foꝛ to paſſe, 

No man knowing but the ſame man J was, 

And wed my wife as I had bene my ſell, 

And to take the chance of the battell: 

Fo2 if that J while the Bꝛydaill was done, 

Had btdden at home, J had not come ſo ſcone, 

To the ſixt day of battell that was ſet, 

Yet then J thought my 1Bzydaill ſhould not lef, 

J | SoJhimleffinmy realme to be King, 
< While Jretucne, and you 13 baing, 
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{ | If ſhe wasblyth it neves nat foz tofalke, 
| | V&twkehis leane, andtochalmer did walke: 

* |-Bat Horentyncthere was none that could tell, 

Pkt verie trueth but it was L odo icks (ell. 

Soon the moꝛnethe day of battell was, 

And Alexander vnto the field can paſſs 

Into ſuch geare as then to him effeared, 

And on his terd ſo ſtoutip he him ſteared: 

Then lighted downe like a keene crucll night, 

To the Emperour the hie way raiked right: 

Wefoze Guydo thit woꝛʒds to him ha ſaid, 

My great Soveraigne a eryme is on me laid, 
By this G uydo falſly befo2e pour face, 
Yee mee accuſde befoze your noble Grace, 
Saying thatJ had carnail knowledging, 

Wk your daughter, and her fleſh defouling, 

Which to your grace it were great diſhonour, 

And J ſuchlike to you a great tratour, 

But her re J ſweir and als affix mes ſurely, 

By the great God that bled his blood foz mee, 

| BythcCrtangels that our Saviour ſpake, 

And all the mights that God in wozld did make, 

That à never in no manner of map, 

Bnevp pour daughter as Guydo did you ſay, 

My mynde was not to doe her diſhonoxr, 

Into no wap to your Grace diſpleaſurs. 

: And J this day by helpe of Gods grace, 

+ Upon Guydo ſhall pꝛeiue befo2cbis face, 
'z 


Chat her hath lyedin deſpight of his heart, 
And all his kin, and who wil take his part. 3 
; Then 
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Chen ſaid Guydo, pet J ſayoace againe. 

Beſoꝛe pour grace, thou-art a tratour plaine, 

And als J ſweare by Godomnipotent, 

Mi h thy owne fleſh his daughter thou haſt ſhent, 
To thy pleaſure and thy foull appetyrte, 8 
Ay when thou liſt, oz therein had delpte, 

E ver each night had her at thy pleaſeur, 

Which was to her great ſhame and diſhononr, 
And als vnto the Emperours Pajeſtie, 

Open treaſoun, which I ſhall pꝛoue on the, 

Upon thy head in contrare all thy kin, 

Come and defend if thou wilt wozſhip win. 

Then Heraulds cryde with loud voice hie on highe, 
Goe together wee pꝛay God ſhew the right: 
Incontinent thcy tended on their ſteades, 

Like valiant men into their weirlpke weids, 
As two bold beires together both they ran, 
Each one was like to ding downe hoꝛſe and man, 
Speirsſpꝛang like ſparks, as fpꝛe doth off the flint 
There durſt no man endure there doubtſome dink,” 
In hen ſpeirs was paſt, there ſhynand ſwoꝛds drew, 
While plait x maillall into flinders fleiu. (vd 
Their ſwoꝛds they (wang while their Kxeds ſwat 
The gilten ſpurs the chevals kin th. om glyds:; 
Froith ran fra fronts of the fierce fozſie teids; _- 
While Yo:ſe and man both at the 1Bafnet bleids. 
Stif ſtraikes they ſtrike, of others fwd none aw, 
Whilc Alcxander at laſt an vantage ſaw, | 
On Guy does neck a nakeo place he ſpypes, 
Where at god ſped 2 tate 


4 


5 


The ſeuen Sages. 


| embile at the laſt thereat her ſtrake io lang, 

All the harnelle was there away be dang- 

{Sync thereafter but any moze delay, 

| Vee put Guydo into a felloun fray. 

Guydo that ſes againe vpon him ſets, 

Off his goꝛget a buckleioꝛ two hæ frets: 

And ſtrake his goꝛget downe vpon his bzeſt, 
Alexander another ſtraike wailledneiſf, 

Au on his neck which he perccav'd was bair, 
With all his ſtrength a ſtraik he laid on there, 

g While both their ſtœds ſtakred on the ſtound, 
And Guydoes head it happedon the ground. 
Then lighted downe, and toke it in his hand, 
To the Lady it ſent into pꝛeſand, 

| Wiherevfſhoe was right wonder bipth and clatd, 
Co her father the ſame ſhe bure and ſaid; 

3 Father behold the head which vpon me, 

So falſly leid, ſuch feid vnfaithfully, 

* Which mer and you at his power vdefamed, 
But the blamelcCe himſelfe hath made vnvlamed. 
The Emperour ſaid the valiant vicozte, 

By Lodowick wꝛought, is now ſhowne patentlie, 
Beleving well that Lodo wick it had bene. 
den ſaid Lodowick, it may bee heard and ſcene: 
So ve haue ſ avo this day from thame and ſkaith, 
1ÞPcfr ofnetonotr, and als my daughters baith; 
And from thericefin2th'; he moze ay ye ſhall ftand, 
1 In my favenr Jheght you by mp hand, 

And hæreafter whoe re doth vou defame, 

1 12 n 1772 bechalic ha wall incurre my blame, 


And 
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And at mine hand ſhall be accuſoeof cryme, 
That ſuch thing talkes of yon atany tyme: 
hen Alexander ſaid to the Emperour, 
The vido2te is ay at Gods pleaſure, 
Who truſt in him no way he will them w2acke, 
No2 their juſt cauſe he will not thꝛow aback, 
But alwapes will defend the innocent. 
And will not thole theſaiklefſe to be ſhenk, 
Since he hath ſent to me the victo2te, 
Thankes evermoꝛe to him allanerlic. 
But now my moſt revoubted Lo2d and King, 
Yumbly your grace I requpieok an thing, 
From my Father when A laſt did depairt, 
De was ſo vert with ſickneſle at his heart, 
That we bele vo nothing but ſudden dead, 
And now this cace as ye know come on head, 
That J might not at that tyme well remaine, 
Now J would haue !icencetopaſſe againe, 
To vnderſtandin what ſtait all things tands, 
And thereafter to put rule in my lands: 
And if hee ber of ſickneTeconvalett, 
While I refurne J Hall takelittle ref. 
The Emperour laid, pour language likes mee 
But J would not, ſo mot my loule haue lle, 
Want your ſervice, noꝛ pour dayly p2eſence, 
Pet not the lefſe, J grant you god licence: 
Fo luch effaires as ve haue ſhowne to mæ, 
Co pale againe into pour owne counttie: 
Then goke he leaue, and bade each one god-ni3h*, 
To his owne realme rade home the gate fall tight. 


An 
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Inthis meane tims 1 he thoght great long 
o loke about to the wall heid did gang. 

nd perceaved an hoꝛſeman cumming kaſt. 

| Tben Alexander hz knew well at the laſt, 

| m when he ſaw,he was both blyth and glaid, 

{ \ Chen heartfully receavedhim and laid, 

2 molt trus freind of all my freinds alyne, 
Mhole great kynvneſſe my wits tan not delcrpue: 
2 are velcome fo far here as I may, 

Dow haue y& done and ſped in pour journey? 
Oz what an end haue ve bꝛought it vnto, 

'4 Quoth he Lodo wick now haue yw& leſle ado, 
Noz of befoze: fo2 Guyde is departed, 

1 Wherefoze be blyth,and wonder merric hearted. 
Z wote I ſent his head to Florentyne, 

Co her father ſhe it pꝛeſented ſyne: 
AMpberefoze goe pe vnto the Emperour, 

ez now ver ſtand far moꝛe in his favour, 

Noz ever va did befoze at any tyme, 

1 = als pix are made cleaneof all the cryme, 


[| 


at Guydo layed with your fatreLadie, 
ouching your fame and pour obne honeſtte. 
1ſaid Lodowickitnedsme ſay no moze, 
| wry life okt · ty mes ye haue pꝛeſer ved befoze, 
And now my like and als my honeſtie, 


Huchlike pꝛeſer vd the fame of an Ladie, 
ien ky no way I can not retompence, 

tmp heartie will and benevotence, - 

122 gen they embzailt at others twke godnight, 

4 Aud Lodoxick raid to the Em erour right, a 
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No man knowing Alexanders abſence, _ 
Foz all his Court belzv'o his awne pꝛeſence: 

- @uch like his Auene the matter nothing knew, 
Foz no man was that ſuch thing to her ſhew: 
Then when night came Alexander him ſped, 
UUilithout tarrie vnto the Qua nes owne bed, 

Sone in his armes he hint her in all haſt, 
UUith faire ſwete wozds right tenderlie embzaiſt, 
UUith all pleaſure that thereto did pertaine, 

D2 into bed a Ring doe to a Zune. 

Quoth ſh, wherefoze ſince firſt xe did mee wed, 
And everie night J lay into pour bed: 

Pe never ſhewd loue noꝛ kindneſſe to mee, 
Noz no freindſhip while now how may this bee? 
Foz I bel&eue pe had judged ſome cryme, 

In my contrare which never in my teme. 

J committed vato pour noble Grace, 
UU hereot J am aſtoneiſt in this cace, 

Out of my mynde it can not well depart, 

But ſtill remaine at the rutes ot mine heart. 

Nuoth he thereat why are pe diſcontent. OR, 

All that JI did was done in god intent, "Wo 

In god intent (quoth ſhe) there J ſay nay, 

\ Fozeverte night ye laid betwene vs tway; 
A naked ſwozd, and never covet moꝛe 0 
Df my perſoun. and knew no cauſe! ! 
J did all that (ſaid he) foz pzobatioun,  * 

And als of lone a great canſirmat:oun: | 
Betwane vs two of everlaſting loue. al 


On lach a ſoꝛt Athought J would youpzouge = 


bY The ſeven Sages. 
In all my dapes ve hall not find againe, 

8 naked ĩwoꝛd in bed betweene vs twaine, 

et not the lefle the Qneneſatd in her thought, 
2 n all my dayes foꝛget ſhall J it nought, 
That lone thou trowesfoz to obtaine of mee. 

In thy deſpight J ſhail it wzeake on ther, 

et nought the ſaid, but thought it in her mynd, 

1 ow hee might turne her loue to other kinde: 
There was a Knight whom ſhe lov d of befoze, 
And frombhencefo2th ſhe lov'd him moze and moze: 
F t laſt they two bethought them of one thing, 
| Pow they might beit ſlay and deftroy the king: 
Betwerne them two a conceat ſone they fand, 
| Baue him poyſon, and thought that be fra hand, 
Should bee but dead, and pet his complexioun 
t was ſo ſtrong, it kke no infectioun 
| n his Intrals, but bꝛoke fo2th from his heart, 
| nto the fleſh, and ſhew the ſelfe out ward: 
do by wozking within a ſhoꝛt pꝛoceſſe, 

15 it was converted in other ſoꝛe ſtckneſſe, 
IIncursble ay holden amongſt vs, 

and turnde into an leper Lazarus, 

| Fo pile that no man with patience might him ſe, 
Ind all tbe Loꝛds deſpiſde his companie, 

Having, it isa thing right odious, | 
1; loathfomeleper fo to ring ov'r vs, 
| 02 all his Childzen and his whole off-ſp2ing, 
| 1 ithoutten faile ſhall haue the ſamine thing, 

8 1 — ſo at ſhoꝛt him ok all dignitie, 
_ {hey guite denude lo; his inürmitie; 
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The ſeven Sages,  - 

Dat of his Realme as a Begger him dzaue, 
while he behav'd to beg amongſt the laue: 
In the meane tymeof Rome the Emperpur, 
Jayde his vew det, wherefoze was great dolour, 
ho was father to Florentyne ſo faite, 
Df the Emppꝛe thee was appearand Aire, 
And with aviſeof his counſell did wed, 

odowick her loue, and bzought him to her bed, 
Mherethꝛow hee was made pꝛincipall Emperour, 
And gote the crowne thereof with great honour: 
In that ſame tyme of France the noble Bing, 

od owicks father in likewiſe made ending: 
And papde his debt, as naturall courſe him gaue, 
And doth all thing that ever did life receaue, 
And ſo Lodowick came Emper dur thꝛow chance, 
Duchlike her was the mightie King of France. 
About them both at once ſo did hæ reigne, 
And both at once her had in governing. 
Then Alexander who was lately depoſed, 

from his kingdome, the which he ſhold haue foyſed 
Heard tell foꝛ trueth Lodowick was Empetour, 
And King ok France, and thereof poſleſſour. 
Unto himſelfe he ſaid, and toke in mynde, 
J will goe ſ& if Lodowick be kynde 

Foz diverſe tymes J haue ſeopard my life, 
Both fo2 himſelfe, and ſuchlike foꝛ his wile: 
Now will J goe, and to him make my maine, 

& will helpe me, J am ſure and certaine⸗ 
Do on a night Alexander vp he roſe, 
T ven as he might poꝛelie put an his clothes, 


per 


Des kepped fwzth with tate into bis hand, 


The ſeven Sages, 


With cop and clapper vnto tho@mperoursl land: 
A Uhen her come there, her late downe at his gate, 
Amanglſt tbe Leper ſome Almous foꝛ to get. 

Che Empe tour come fœoꝛth vpon a day 

Oft his Palace, to ſpoꝛt him and to play. 

After his play againe to Palace paſf, 


And to denner each one they bowned faff, 


All the Lepper they clapped and they cryed, 


a But at that time all Almous was denped, 


So. Alexander clapped as the reſt, 


Chougßh they gote nonght to bi de yet he thought beſt 
VUnto the tyme the Emperour was ſet, 

Bel ving well ſome Almous foz to get. 

So pp he role, andnrere the gate hex went. 
LCThereat knocked with mæke mynde and intent. 
The Poster laid, AM haſe that that knocks ſo bold, 
Quoth hee, 4 poꝛe with you ſome errand would. 

'8 Requy2ing you fa2loue and charitie, 


That pe will doe ſome (mall meſſage to me. 


And fo2 his lake that fits in Heaven aboue, 


Che Poster laid, whom to is that meſſage, 


Few are herein of whom pee haue knowledge. 


Alexander ſaid, God freind with your pleaſure, 
Pins errand is vnto the Emperour. 

Che Poꝛter ſaid, Doth your errand pertaine 

ö To the Gmperour, J know not what ye meane? 
| Shen the matter, and what is your intent, 


{ &0J Ph tell your fale incontinent. 
! Ve ſaid, J yon requpꝛe now fozGods laue, 


Goe 
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The ſeven Sages. 
Poe pr and tell vnto the Emperour, | 
Aman is here in fickneſſe and dolour, 
oth and leper, and lazarus pee ſw, c 
Requpꝛes his grace fo2 part of charitie, 

#02 Gods loue that creat hath all thing, 

And Alexanders ſake of Egypt Ring, 

Chat be will grant me licence in his hall, 
Locate his meate befoze hits nobles all. 

The Poꝛter ſaid, J wonder ol pour wit, 

ithin his hall that ver deſpꝛe to ſit; 

Fo2 all his hall ot᷑ noble men is fow, 

eſt [and they at meate fo2ſcoth if they ſaw pou: 

Lhey ſhould abho2re and cate that tyme no moze, 

J thinke it beit to hold you (fill therefoze. 

Quoth Alexander, J p2ay youof godneſle, 

Fo2 Gods ſake, and fo2 your gentlenefe, 
„To pour Moſtar ye wonld ſhew my meKage, 
Get Jalmous, ve ſhall not want pour wage. 
The Poꝛter ſaid, ſo far as v requpze, 

Foz Gods loue, and heartly pe deſpze, 

Pour errand doe, the ſame to take on hand, 
While ve returne ſc that pœ hare ſtill ſtand. 
Then the Pozter paſt to the Emperour, 
Hailſing him with reverence and honour: 

Did his meſſage as hee had gote command, 4 
Che Emperour heard, and vnderſtod fra hand. 
When he heard the name ol Alexander Ring, 
Quoth hee in haiſt that man to me ye bhaing. 
How horrible oꝛ vgſum that be bee, 

In all god haſt ye fetch him here to mc. 


That 
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Chat hee may eate his mcate into my hall, 

Into my pꝛeſence befoze my Loꝛds all. 

Then the Poꝛter vnto the gate is gone, 

And Alexander bzonght to the hall anone, 

Od daining him into the hall a place, 

Where he might eate befoꝛe the Emperoats face: 

Mhen he was well refreſhde at his owne will, 

A Gentleman bel pue hee calde him till, 

Saying, god dir, requpꝛe the Emperour, 

At that it be his will and his pleaſure, 

Foꝛ Gods loue firſt, and Ring Alexanders ſyne, 

ee would mee giue a cup full of his wyne. 

The Gentleman laid, that will J doe fo the, 

But belœue that ſuch thing can not bee: 

Fon it pee once ot᷑ his coup take a dzinke, 

To dꝛinke therein her ſhall no moꝛe J thinke; 

pet not the leſle thy erand 1 ſhall doe, 

Eket him ad viſe if hæ conſents thereto. 

The meſſage then to the Emperour hee ſhew, 

But fo ſcone as that he the erandknew, 

Fo: Alexanders fake the Coup he ſend, 
Feilde kuil ot wpne that of the beſt was nend, 

| Dꝛanke his pleaſure, and then ha put the reſt᷑ 

n his bettellthat tyme her thought it beſt. 

Pf his finger a ſmall gold ring he thzew, 

'Þ { Which the Emperour long tyme befoze that knew, 

; Becamſe the ſame he had given him befoze, 

in ſigne of lone and kreindſhip evermoze, 

hich Alexander in the Coup let fall, 


{ Then bade the Copper beare it thꝛob the hall, 
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The ſeuen Sages, 
Co the Emperour, and the ſame let him ſe, 
Zi ho laid my freind J ſhalt it doe truelie. 
The Coup and Ring withotitten pꝛoceſſe moze, - 

To the Empecour the Copper ſcone id bure. 

The Empel our then how ſcene this ring he ſaw, - 
e: Incontinent fall well hee did it knaw, 

And wilt right well it was te ſamine ring, 

That hee had given to Alexander King, 

Into freindſhip when ather did depart, 

Out ok the court whereof hee at his heart, 

Mas ſp2rowfull: fo; he knew no remead, 

But Alexander his compantoun was dead. 

D; els he thought this poꝛe man marvelouſiie, 
Bad gotten this ring by ſome great jeopardie: 

Yee commanded the Leper not depart, 

While he had heard moꝛe ſecreits ot his heart, 

Foz he knewnot by favonr noz nothing, 

What man that was that had ſent him the ring. 
After dinner they toke him quyctly, - 

And ſaid tell me the trueth and veritie, 

And feinzte not to tell mee of this thing, | 
When, where, and how ver hapnedon this ring. 
Ale xander ſaid, and pleaſe pour Mafeſtie, 

Chat is the cauſe pe ſpeare ſuch thing at me. 

Pee haue knowledge of this ring J perteaue, 

w, | If it was yours pe knaw where pee it gane. 
The Emperour ſatd, rigyt wonder well J knitw, - 
The ring, and man luchlike, if 3 him ſaws, 4 
Alexander ſaid, I mat vell that canbæ, 

Ye know the ring and no war knowes me, 


Fog 
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Foz Alexander J am ot Egypt Ring, 
Sumtyme J was to whom ye gaue this ring. 
When he that heard, to his heart ſtrake a found , 
Fo2 veric ſturt fcil flatlings to the ground; 
Then rent bis robs, and keſt his clothes him fro, 
When he perceaved Alexander was ſs; 
Mith ſoze ſighings. and ſobbings to him ſaid, 

My deare fellow, how is this on you laid? 
Such loꝛe ſicknefſe and great infirmitte, 
Py heart it bꝛeaks ſuch thing on you to tc: 
Br are my life, my ſoule, and my welfaire, 
My only freind and fellow but compaire. 
Elhere is pour co2ſe that was ſo cleinly cleid⸗: 
Pour bold bodie that was ſo fpnelp fed; 

Your puiſſant pith, and ſkate that was ſo ſtout, 
Yourmanly trength, whereof each man had doubt: 
Quoth Alexander this great infirmitie, 
And vncleanneſle which yee now ſee on mes: 
Foz the great faith. trewkyndneſſe and fr. indſhip, 
That va ſhew when J left vou in Egypt 
To wee mp wife: there pour fidelitie, 
Cauſed this fckneſſe to chance vpon me. 
Peoꝛ into bed with my wife when yc lay, 
A nahkedſwoꝛd pe lapd betwene you tway- 
Sha bela ving it was not ye but I, 

{{ Sofremmedly with her in bed could lp: 
end ſoꝛ that cauſe had meat ſuch hatrent, 
* Anothcr S qupꝛe ſhee choſde in louerent, 
15ctweene them two purpoſde topoyſonn me, 


Which is convert in this inürmitie. 
Kan 
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Foꝛth of my Realme they haue me d2iven x chatf, 
And to returne thereto J haue no truſſ. . 
1d, Cbe Emperour then toke him about the neck, 

Foz verie loue, and ſaid in this effect, 
0, O my moſt belt beloved true bꝛother, 

Mhom evermoze J lov'dabouec all other, 
J ſozrowſoze in ſuch ſoꝛt vou to le, 
Mithout remead maſtered in miſerie, 
But ya mult thole, and take in patience, 
And ik there may ber found any defence, 
Helpe oz remead that may ponr ſickneſſeſane, 
F02 gold oz geare, but doubt pe ſhall it haue: 
We ſhall not faile to fetch fynePhylitiars, 
With cunning Clai kes, and perfite P2acnittans, 
oz pet ſhall miſle foz many Mediciners, 
Noz foz payment to pzwne all Potingers, 
With counſells of Maſters and Doctours fine, 
Foz allſicknefſe that can giuechedicine. 
hip, Into this ne de if they can vou ſuppl e, 
It ſhall not want fo2 Gold, geare, noz money, 
To get you helpe wer ſhall not ſpare to ſpend,” 
Though wer ſhould ſxke vato the wozlbs end. 
Mherefoze be blyth, and take nothing in thought, 
Thou h all the wozld pour health it hall be ſought 
Then to a Chalmer belpue they could him bꝛing, 
Mas well pꝛepared wanting no kinde of (Ks | 
Df honeſtie, no; pet was neccfſare, 
Foz eaſe no2 health where his bed was and lair. | 
Jn this meane tyme the Emperour gart pzepaire, MW 
Vis meſlengers'to palle anvſxkeall phere, + 3" 
Cunning 
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 Theſeven Sag, 
Cuning Doctours, andPhyſitians pꝛofound, 
That was expert in any land 03 ground: 
Df whom there come to him in werkes thaw, 
Thirtie Dectours cunning in all degræ, 
The moſſ expert and had experience, 
In fuch effaires belonging that ſcience, 
Ok ſure ſupplie pertaining Pbyſick ſyne, 
And was extolde Paſters of Medicine: 
To whom anone the Emperour then laid, 
Ok your comming Maſters J am right glad. 
Chis is the cauſe why J lend fo2 pou all, 
J haue a freind the which lpes ſick and thzall, 
Incurable, which only wer ſuſpect, 
As is leper, where with hee is infec, | 
Uhercof if v could make him haill andſound, 
would giue gold many a thouſand pound; 
All the riches J haue and other geere, 
A would it giue to haue him haill and fere. 
Che aſters ſaid, wee ſhall doe diligence, 
By Airt, Phyſick, and natur all Science, 
Together with all poſſibilitie, 
Pim to recure ot his inürmitie, 
VPlealeth yovr grace, v muſt vs all pardoun,. 
ee muſt haue ſight cf the pꝛincipall perſoun: 
Mhicß all thirtie at once when they him ſaw, 
Incontinent his ſickneſſe they did knaw: 
And laid, it wasa ſickneſſe vncurable, 
* EUNthich to remead ro moztall man was able. 
| UahentheEmperour them heard delpver fo, 
At his heart rute hee was right wonder woe, 
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Remifting all to ths helpe aud - "a ot 
Ok God aboue that helpe can all ſuch thing: 
The Emperour called vnta him godlie men, 
FO2th of all parts where that hee could them ken, 
That were deuote, with minde and thought inwart 
Defiring them right humblie with his heart, | 
That they would pꝛay to God of his god grace, 
Lh:ow their paaper if thep could health purchas, 
To Alexander which was a A ing with crowne:. 
By their faſting and als deuotioun. 
And als himſelfe faſted and pzaped daplie, 
That God might haue ot his god friend pittie: 
Upon a dap Alexander alone, | 
Lying in bed, in heart all woe begone: 
P2aying to God fo2 ſome helpe and ſu pplie, 
Yee heard a dopte, ſapnig to him on hie, 
Alexander, if that the Emperour, 
Deſireth thine health, thine helpe and thy ſaccourz 
Ket him goe ſone with his owe hands wa, 
His two poung ſonnes incontinent hee fla, 
The which his wife at one burden them baite, 
At the laſt time ſhee was in childe · bed laire. 
Maſh thy bodie with the two Babies bid, 
Thy fleth ſhall bee as faire; as cleave, às god, 
As euer it was in antetimebefozne, - » - 
©; as the fleſh of a Babie new bone: 
Alexander heard and thus ſaid to bim tell, 
I thinke it nat needfull this tale tu tell: 
No2 ta bee ſhowne it's not expedient⸗ 
Nature thereto b no way will conſents. 
. "> 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
No wonder was his heart fo2 to bee wa, 

302 a ſtranger his owne two ſonnes to la, 
Though J bee now in ſuch extremitie, 

Such a vaine voyce ſhall not bee ſhowne foz mer, 


| 1 Pet not the leſſe the @mperour night and day. 


Continuallie at his deuotion lap, 

Pꝛaping to God to ſend helpe and ſupplie, 

To Alexander n ing of Cgypt ſhould bee: 

So at the laſt came to the Emperour, 

A voyce ſaying, Why maketh thou moze dolonr, 
Foz to get health to Alexander king, 

Since tohimſelfets ſhowne the ſamine thing? 


| N The Emperour then to Alexander went, 


Saying, Ber blyth and merrie in intent, 
D my god Friend, ſince God of his godneſle, 
Path ſhowne remead and health foz pour ſickneſſey ; 
Unto your ſelfealoneſoſecretly, 

A p2ay you ſhew what caſhioun it ſhall be, 


God is remead to all bpon him calleth , 


To them ſupplie in ſundꝛie ſoꝛts he ſheweth, 


And ſince ſo is, ſuch ſetrets to pou ſhowne, 


would the ſame pe ſhould make to mee knowne, 
To get pour health if J might helpe therein, 
That to welfare againe we might pou win: 

A cure no gold no} counts no woꝛlds geit, 

Do A againe might haue you haill and feir: 

A count no colt, noz vet none other thing, 

Do you againe to health it may ſ@ne bzing. 

Hold not your minde into no ſoꝛt frommee, 
An any this that may your health ſupplie, 
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The ſeven Sages: 
Foz might A deale pour ſickneſſe into theæ⸗. 
e ſhould not haue ſo great infirmitic: 
Py wife and yee the two part pee ſhould haue, 
And the third part my ſelfe it houlp receauce 
Rnebo Jas pee where pee may haue ſuppozt, 
It to receaue the time ſhould bee right ſhot; _ 
Thereſoꝛe feare not fo: me fo tell the trueth, 
To helpe your ſelfe ſe nd way pee bee ſluet - 
Then Alexander anſwered with minde ſo male, 
r. wbeit that J fifteenec times were moze (&ke, 
uen at the point of the moſf cruell dead. 
J cannot ſhaw the cauſe of my remead. 
No2 J would not that ſuch a thing were ſhowne, 
No2 J would nat to any make it knowne, 1 
Foz tobe ſhowne it is ſo odious. 
elleſ And to nature ſo done tontrariuus, 
Into this caſe pee muſt holde mee extuſed, 
To haue mine health ſuch way quite J refuſed. 
The Emperour ſaid, Pp onely friend and bother, # 
M hom with mine heart J loue aboue all other: 
Haue mee in traiſt, haue mee in no deſpare, 
ne, But the whole trueth J p2ap pou mee declare, 
The thing is not poſſible to bee done, 
P ou fo2 to cure but it ſhall bee had ſone. 
Theretoꝛe J pou require of bother head, 
Pyde not from me that may bee ydur remead: 
Alexandet ſaid, Since cuen ſo is pour will, | 
The whole faſhion J will declare pon til: 
With heattie minde humblic p:ayig@your Grace, 
Since your will is, that I ſhow you the cace: /...*- MM 
l ee 2 That. | | 
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The ſeuen . — 
Chat pc will take my words! in patience, 11 
And pardon met where that J make offence: 
Foz ye will thinke my Words karre by teaſon, 
Herde were therefoze your grace grant me par dan] 
Wit and reaſon wy talke will both impugne, . 
Belt were thercfozt in time to hold my tongue. g 
The Emperour ſatd , Fo? his lake that you bought, 
'{ Uithoutten keare ſhew me your mind and thought] 
pe ſhall me finde to you traiſt aud conſtant: 
Anto pour health there is nought vee ſhall want, ; 
Therefoze ſhew ſwzth pour minde if you it pleale. 
hat yo ſhall ſay nothing (hail me difeaſe. 'I& 
Quoth Alexander J will pleaſe your intent, 
Agit was ſhowre tomecin berawent. 
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pet once againe pour Grace J will pꝛoteik, 
That my ſharpe woꝛds pour minde nothing molelt, 
Bp a grcat vopte tome it was reuealed, 

BY. a frange way how that J may bee healed, 
Pour owne two ſonnes pour ſelfe them fo; to ſla, 
And my bodic wech with the blond of tha, 

This is the way wherethzow J map bee haill, 
Ahich is to poll a thing vnnaturall: 

That the Father his owne two ſonnes ſhonld kill, | | 
With his cwne hands kez any ſtrangers heill , 


And is coatrare the courſe of naturall Law, 
This was the kaufe ſuch thing 1 durſt not ſhaw, þ 
The Emperour laid, Pee kaile karre tome there, | 
That culeth pour ſelfe to ber here a ſtranger, 
Tos in true fatty and {s my ſoule haue ſei}, . 
As m ne ont ſelte F leuc you enen als wel, 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
Fo2 if J had ten bairnesperchance and moe, 
To get pour health there ſhould not one of thoe ; 
Sone b ee vaflaine, J ſhoꝛtlie you declare, 
Ok this matter now wir will lpeake no mare: 
Soe pa to reſt, and make no moe adoe, 
CUith helpe of God all to god ſhall come to: 
hf , Tie Emperour hee waited day and night, 

ht And watched abont what time that beſt h might 
t Come to his chake his owne two ſonnes to ſla, 
t. Oo on a dap the Empꝛice koꝛth could ga, ** 
ſe. | With her Ladies airlie in the Moꝛning, 

To take paſtime into a græne Garding: 
Te Emperour ſaw, and to Chamber him ſped, 
Where the two Babes lap lxping on their bed: 
Incoatinent his Wlyi iger foztb he dzew, | 
With his owne hands his owae two ſoaucs be leis 
Cutted their thzoates and then kepod the blood, 
Hobwbeit the ſame contrare his heart it Kd: 
No maruell was howbeit his heart was woc, 
* | Bxthem begot and were his chiloꝛen two. 
And with that blood Alexander did waſh, 
With his owne hand all his bodie and fleſh: 
u. | Cahich was als fatretacontinent aad clæne, 
Aas anp time beſoꝛe had euer bang, 
And als god like in perſon and viſage , 
As when hee was but twentte yrs of age. 
The Emperour then knew well by his colour, 
By his faſſoun his face and poꝛtratout: | 
At was but doubt Alex inder truelie, 
2] Whcreogfinheart right wonder bietz was hr, 
Fe | 2 3 Fo it 
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| Fo2 he befo2e knew not but this and fo, 

| | Whether it was Alexander o2 no. 

But then doubtleſſe Alexander hee knew, 

Fl Without deſpareit was Alexander true: 

niit him, and ſatd, O my deare tender friende, 

Hince firſt we knew and euer moe hath bene: 

© Df your perſon J haue the knowledge, 

Ot pour fauour, your face and pour village: 

Mhich many time Jdeſpzed to ſæ, 

To eate and dzinke, and be in compante: 

* Wlelt bee the time ſuch childꝛen J begat, 

Chat hath you bzought to the Tate ye are at: 

Gut pet none wilt that the childꝛen were flains, 
But Alexander and the Emperour alane: 

The Emperour ſaid, DinceGod of his godneſle, 

Bath made you whole of all your ſoꝛe ſekneſſe, 

TJ ſhallozdaine fo; you right quietlie, 

Lo palle aſpacein honeſt companie: 

{4 Dat from this place but eight oꝛ myles ten, 

Lo that effect that none here ſhall you ken: 
#And on the Moꝛne ye ſhall ſend a ellage, 

| — pour comming making to me knowledge: 

Then ſhall I come with blyth and merie ſpꝛeit, 

Into all haſte caſl me vou fas to melt; 

J i zen ſtill with ine alwapes yz ſhall remaine, 

Mhile wee auyſe to get your Realme againe: 

Df this counſell Alexander was content, 

Do as they ſaid was done incontinent. 

On the next day came to the Emperour, 


aber who hailſed hun with Honour: 
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he wing to him as they had gotten command, 
king Alexander of Egypt was at hand. 
The Empaice heard, and was right wonder glad, 
To the Emperour ſhee halted her and ſatd, 

O my awd Lo2d, bee blyth and make god cheare, 
king Alexander they ſaid is comming here: 


Whom with we oft in great blithneſſe haue bene, 


This many day bygone hath not him ſene, 

And would your Grace bee ſo good to make gate, 
Him foz to meete hee would bee blith J waite, 
I and my Ladies into our beſt arrap. 

Shall paſſe with yon and mete him by the way, 
This beeing done, as pet nothing ſhe knew, 
That the Father his owne two ſonnes ſlew, 

The Emperour laid. If that it bee yaur will, 
That ſame journey blythlie J will goe till: 

Then rade they fo2th an honeſt campau ie, 
Lo2ds, Knights, Ladies with great ſolemnitie: 
Euen as they rade ropalliethzough the ſkreete, 

In the mid-way they Alexander did mete , 
M ho hailſed other with all humilitie, 
With laude and gloꝛe and honour that might be, 


There was kindneſe,and there was great kiſſing; | 
There was blithneſſe, there was in armes bzacing» | 


There was kneling, and there was courteſie. 
With reuerence and great ſolemnitie, 

After talking with gad and true intent, 

All togetger into the Palace went. 


Lime com? ol meate all was at tableſef, * 1 4 
Hothing wanted that needfull was to get. 
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Alexander was let at the hie deaſe, 
© CAith the Emperour and the Empꝛice at meaſe; 
As they were talking into merinelle. 
The Emperour ſaid vnto his owne Empzice, 
Florent ine mine owne god wife and loue, 

A thinke mine heart in jop eralted abou: 
That pee doe make Alexander ſuch cheere, 
And is ſo blith that hee is comming heere - 
She ſaid, Fozſoth, could J it better make, 

1 f It ſhould bee done fo2 Alexanders ſake. 

| @hould not his comming beene to vs nlavneſſe, 
Andi in ſpeciall to vou a great kindneſle: 

Foz pee had not come to this dignitie, 

| CUhere pes are now foꝛſoth had not beene hee, 
And dinerle times hee hath ſaued four life, 

' Þztncipall hee was that got mee to pour wife: 
The Emperour ſaid, your wit well J allow, 
That thinkes on them that was ſo god to you: 
CTben J-pzay pou take god heede what à ſay, 
Into this Hall ſaw vee not the laſt dap: 

A loth Leper beſoꝛe your table ſate ? 

| | z50th meate and dꝛinke as yeeſaw ſome hee gate, 
And foꝛ Gods loue, and u ing Alexanders ſake, 

| — a dxinke which J gart tohim take: 
hee ſaid, Py Loꝛd, that man right well ſaw, 
A moꝛe vglie yet neuer one did knaw, 

The Empercur laid, One thing J vou demand, 
i Which J belecue pee will diſculſe fra hand; 

1 i put the caſe that Leper'man had beene, 

ning Alexander, that pee ſee with your « cence 2 
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And his remeade and health ia your hand lay, 
Euen with the bladof your owae Dons tways 
Behou'd foꝛ to hee bathed all about, 
Mould yee not then with a ſtiffe heart and ſtour?:? 
Night well coaſent that both their bloods were ſhed” i 
To the intent that his health might bee has? 
Their thꝛoates cutted, and doe them both to dead, 
Do Alexander therethꝛow might get remead. 
And mike him haile euen as pee ſee him now ? 
That would J doe (quoth ſhee) God J avow. 
Nad wee ten ſons gotten vs two betweene, 
J would conſent to ſee them with mine eene, 
Ancontinent to ſee them dead and latne, 
Into that caſe to get his health againe: 
They beeing ſlaine with mp power and pith, 1 
Dineowntwohavs thuld wech him wellthecewith' | 
Rather noꝛ J ſhould laaue him in ſach need, 1 
J would nat cure to ſee their th2oates bleed. 
Foz God agatne might ſend vs Bairnes ane, 
But neuer againe a friend ſo traiſt and trew: © 
hen the @mperour theſe wo2ds by her heard ſaid) | | 
Into his heart hee was both blith and glad: 
And ſaid to her, Gwd Florentine my wife, 7 | 
Had pee rather ſaueAſexanders life, 1 
And healed of ſoꝛe noꝛ haue — — liuand, 
Becauſe therefoze to bim yer areſokinde, 4 
J will you ſhew the in ward or my minde, 3 
The loth Leper that ſate into mine halo, 1 
Chat J and ee both eate and dꝛinke wee ſaw: 


Shee | 
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obe ſaid, er was mot leper Lazarous, 
That euer tome within a noble houſe, 
* J merueled great wherfoꝛe that thing was w2oghf, 
F Within your Hall ſuch a Bairne ſhould be bꝛought 
To vou I trowed it ſhould came in your offence: 
| 1 Chat ſuch perſon ſhould come in pour pꝛeſente, 
But ſince your Grace ſuffered ſuch thing to bee, 
A was content and well allowed with mer. 
1 Type Emperour faid, Had ye the truth then kend, 
As beleeue pee had not beene offended, 
i A ad Florent ine now J will make pou ſure, 
Mhich man it was that ſate on your Yall flwze. 
1 I will you ſhow but ante feinyeing, 
1 Alcxander it was of Egypt Ring, 
Aphich at your table now ſitteth pꝛeſentlie, 
Auoth thee, Py Loꝛd, I thinke that cannot ba: 
Rlexander that nod ſitteth at out table, 
T bat is a thing not liklie to bee able: 
Fo: Alexander that ſitteth heere pꝛeſentlie, 
5 baile and feire, pleaſant to loke and i@, 
Without ſickneTe of bodice ſound and cleine, 
B Blyth of viſage, with two faire chꝛpſtall eine, 
fy urious of coꝛſe a comelte creature, 
[| 0 was hee not that ſat into the flure. 
— ok his 1yze was loth and hozrible, 
d ſicknelle which was vncurable, 
And e o is not now Alexander Bing, 
5 And J maruell vee ſhould ſap ſuch athing. 
f ine heart ( quoth thee / God hath ſend him remead 
#Ly;ow mee and dou, and by our ſonnes dead, 4 
* | b 
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Mine heart noz hand fozſoth no aw I ffod, 

To cut their thꝛoats, and bath him in their blood, 
Do by Gods grace ha is made whole and feere, 

A cleane perſon as pre now ſee him heere. | 
Then the began to mourne and to make ſo2ro(y, 
As Naturg would howbeit theÞ ſaid befo2row, 
That che had rather ſz all her childꝛen dead, 
Into that caſe, oz he wanted remead: 

Bet not the leſle the naturall courſe and kinde, 

In this behalfe changed both thought and minde: 
The heartlie loue and Potherlie pittie, 

Which Qature giues in the other tobe, 

Could not ſuffer, noꝛ pet no way ſuſtaine, 

But with ſoꝛe heart ſhe grat with both her eine, 
The Emperour perceiued her take ſuch pine, 
To ſtanch her ſturt he ſaid, O god Florentine, 
Though ye ber woe, J can no way vou wyte, 
Fo2 well J knew pe hadloue and delpte: 
J11ward kindneſſe vntopour fonnes two, 

1 can well thinke that pour heart ſhould bee woe⸗ 
Pet not theleſſe; A p2ay you ceaſe of ſo2row, 

All will bee well 1 finde you God to boꝛrow. 
The Nouritſhes hearing of theſe tythands, 

Foz great hoart bꝛek they crydewzong their hands 


They knew nothing what foz ta doe oz ſay, 


Paſt to the Chamber where the two Bairnes lap, * 


Belcuing well foz none other remead, 

But finde the Buirnes in their bed lying dead. 
They found thein both at their paſtyme playing, 
In great blethnelle, and giuing God louing, 
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Neuer mozeblith ſince ſirſt hours they were boꝛne, 
Nothing knowing that their two thzots were ſhozn- 
The Rouriches vato the Emperour went, 
And how all was they ſyew incontinent: 
* Dowhtstwo Sons was liuing blyth and glad, 
And how about their two neckes 1 ws 
A cirkillot Gold where that the knyfe had gane. 
Ahich knyfe from them ſo lone their life hav tane: 
AUnherethꝛough there was great my2thin the Citie, 
An the Palace and all the companie: 
hat God ſuch grace to theſe t wo babs had granted 
bat being llaine. their liues yet they not wanted 
eherkoze there was thꝛough the cities and townes 
Great pꝛapers made with many D;iſouns; 

L Louing the Loꝛd life to theſe babies lent, 
And granted health toſgke and impotent. 
1 Wankets they made, with joy and merinelle, 
Penſtrels made my2th ceaſed was all ſadneſle, 
ucne Florent ine fx bliſt that ſamine dap 
WSbce did conteiue and beare ſuch ſons t wap, 
. othing was there the ſpace of fourtte dapes, 
But all kind mirth blithneſſe ſpoꝛts and plapes, 
{Great toznaments with bairded hozſe running, 
MDomeotherdaycs with grewhonads Dare hunting 
(hve being done the Emperour did p2epare, 
A great armicof manheede fiazulare, 
And paik away with all their fellowihip, 
{Eat Alexander agaiue into Egypt: 
det him againe into hisroyaittte - 


4: u bis owne alu with great ſolemnitie. ih | 
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Neſtozed him whole to all his polleſtions "= 
Nith due ſeruite of his Loꝛds and Barrxouns,| if 
That god jewell King Alexanders Auckne, 
In adulterie that ſo long time hath beene. 
HMlith her loner what hee was knight oz Squpze, 
As they deſerued was both burnt in a nre, 

In this meane time theEmperonr chanced to haue 
A faire ſiſter the which to wife hee gaue: 

To Alexander and fortified the band, 

Df great kindnefſe which ruermoze did tand: 
Betwirt them two with heartie minde and thought 
UW hat the one did the other would haue wzought, | 
Do Alexander beeing ſet downe at reſt, 

In his Realmc, the Emper dur ttought it beſf; 
Fo? to returne againe tohis Emppꝛe, 

And toke ged. night at their owne hearts dere. 
They were right wee to part pee may conſder, 
But yet aye till friends map not byde together, 
So they departed with mermeſſe and jop, 
Alexander hemeward did him conuop, 

Then acter this Alexander him dzeſt, 

To guide his Kealme alwayes as hee thonght bell 
With manlineſſe and wiledome in him ſell, 
Ve vanquieſht all againft him did rebell. 

His enemies about him all hee danted, 

Do rh2ow wiſedome ofhis will gought hee wantet | 
Mhen he was in all his gioze peace and might. 
Into his minde it came vpon anight, = 
Bow his Father in the Sea did him fling, 1 
Becauſe hee ſhew what the wilde byzde did ing: 
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And his Mother thereto did well conſent, 

Therefoꝛe hee ſendÞcffage incontinent. 

| 1 Yowbeit they did a farre way from him dwell, 

The elſenger pet hee bade to them tell, 

That Alexander who was King of Egypt, 

Maould to them come with a great fellowſhip, 

Co eate and dꝛinke, 4 with them make god cheare 

An that Countrie ſome nc uels foz to heare: 

CThe Peſlenger blythlie they did receiue, 

And rich tewards ſuch like they to him gaue: 

Daping their ſeruice at enery time and houre, #+ 

Should bee readie at the great Kings pleaſour, 

| Yowbeit they were not wozthie of ſuch thing, 

Fa to receiue with them a crowned Bing: 

$ þ Pet not the leſſe, and pleaſe his grace to come, 

With all our heartes hee ſhall bee right welcome, 

| The Peſſenger againe to the Ring went, 

35 As they him ſaid, hæ ſhew incontinent : 

| . And what reward with blythnelle they him gaue, 

And how blythlie the king they ſhould receaue. 

And how readie they were at his command, 

(Vim foz toſerue all time with heart and hand: 

"What euer his grace gaue them commandement, 

{bers the Ring was blyth, and well content, 

The day become the Ktng toke his journey, 

4 Mith diverſe L oꝛds to paſſe the readie way: 

NZ Where his Father and Pother made dwelling, 

Unknowne to them of any other thing: 

is But hee was King of Egypt and none other, 

Noz pet none knew ol his Father and Pother: 
| Except 
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Except himſelfe which knew well all the cace,. - 
And when they dzew neare hand his Fathers place: 
As they come fo02th ryding on their journep, i 
The Knight his Father met him by the wap, ' 
And when her ſaw the Ring comming with crown, | | 
Incontinent off hozſe hee lighted downe. 

| 

| 


| 
With all honour and all god renerence, | 
Upon his knee making obedience: 
And when he ſaw his Father take ſuch paine, 
He toke him vp, and bade him ride agatne, 1 
So cherke fo2 cherke to the Caſtle they rade, = 
here there was cheire with all aboundance made 
And when they came vntothe Caltle gate, 
His Mother came, and with blithneſle him met. 
Unteling to him, he lighted and her kiſt, | 
But what h was. the ſoth nothing ſhe wiff. 
She ſaid to him, ©1::ce it pleaſeth your Grace, 
To vilite vs at this time and our place. 
Pee doe to vs pour ſeruants great hononr, 
And wee are blyth that it is your pleaſour: | 
Fo: pe are welcome to all that wer finde here , 4 
Euen as we may wee ſhall make you god cheeree” 
The time of day dzew neare, all bownedto dene, 
Vis Father came with a ſiluer Baſen, 
Mith Koſe- water bntohis kna kneland, 
And his Pdther with Tow. Il in her hand: 
Saping meklie, Pleaſeth your Grace to weh, 
And thereafter with ſome meate pou refreſh: 
At is readie the chære we may you make, 


Pzaxing pour Grace in patience totake, 


The ſeuen Sages.” | 
The Ring this ſaw, hee ſmiles and then laid 
Unto himſelfe, There is none can avoide, 
Poz ſet aſide the godlie pꝛouidence, 

Mee will bane done by his perfite pꝛudence, 

The Mightingals ſong now J percetue it true, 
Which long agee to my Father J ſhew. 

When that he came to his window and ſang, 

That they ſhould both bee right blith foz to gang, 

With the Towell and Baſen in their hands, 

Ma fo2 to ſerue as they were my ſeruands: 

Af A would thele them ſuch thing fo2 to doe, 
Now theſame thing and matter is come to. 
This in himſelfe hee laid, And no man knew, 
Noz to no man as yet ſuch thing hee ſhew, 
So hee would not them thole to doe ſuch thing, 
. Bowbeit that time hee was a crowned Ring: 
© Saying, Sir Knight, J willhonour your age, 
pee noꝛ your wife ſhall doe mee no ſuch homage, 
It becommeth not ſuchtwo Aged to bzing, 

45 Tater to wech, bowbeit J bee a Ring, 

Cake in patience, fozſcoth J ſay you true, 

Foz z haue heere other ſeruants anew, 

Then ſaid the Rnight, to vs it were honour, 

GHothat it were vnto your Grace pleaſure: 

But in this race pee will not thole vs doe, 

FBy reaſon wee are not wozthie thereto, 

Then ſaid the kn'g, J doe honour toage, 

14 | Such office gainety to pounger perſonage. 

Then to denner was this god Rnig ſet downe, 

und alter him his Loꝛds ot great renowne. 
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Mhen har was ſet he gart ſet — bis mother; 
Dn his owne ſide, his father on the other, 

Mho inferely beheld ay his viſage. 

If they could haue of him any knowledge, 

Sut none they had: cild ſickneſfſe and labour, 
Cauſde them miſken his faſſoun andfavour. 
The Dinner done, the King to chalmer went, 
Fo2 his Father and Pot her after ſent, 

Mho come to him with all obedience, 

Randzing to him ſervice and tre verence. 

Her commaunded all perſons paſſe aſide, 

None but the Knight and his wife to abide: 

At whoſe command as h& bade ſo was done, 

Then was the Doe on them th2& cloſed ſone: 
Then ſaid the King to the Knight and his wife, 
Baue pœ none bairnes? quoth they none vpon life, 
Don noz daughter at this time haue wee none, 

And to get moe, wer truſt the tyme bee gone. 

Then ſaid the King J ſpeare fo2 tyme bpgone⸗ 

. [Bad pæ any? oz had ve never none: 

Chen (aid the Knight, foz a ſon wer had one: 

But it is long ſince hee was dead and gone. 

Chen ſaid thek ing, In what death dyed hæ? 

Then ſaid the Knight, a natur all death ſurely: 
Then ſai the n ing, be that not true but fale, 

P e fault to mee, doubling to me your tale. 

Chen ſaid the knight, your Grace 1 UCWTEIVEIEF | 
Mhat is the cauſe pe ferventlte deſpꝛe, 

And to ſuch thing what cauſeth you take hede, 


With ſuch effec to ſpeir after his deade 
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" Then ſaid the Ring. Without cauſe doe J nought 


Yowp-you 
4 5 ee will nought ſhe w fo2th the veritie; 


h that they heard, they fell down on their kn 
Asking him grace, fozgineneſfe and mercie, 
Then laid the Bing, Vet will J hohiogr age, 
A duet not of you ſo great homage: 1 
A2 grant youleane befoꝛe mee foꝛ to tand, 

And lo hee railde them both vp by the hand, 

To that intent I come not in dur place, 

Pou to betraꝝ in any ſoat o2 tac: 

Fo: it is giuen mit wellto vnderſtand, 

Vg; put your Bon todeath with your owne hand: 
And if that ſuch thing come to tze judgement, 
Ve will be both condemn d intontinent. 
CThereloꝛe to mee the verie trueth vœ ſhaw, 

mW Jets danger loʒ ſuch to byde the Law: 

{7 Shew ms the truth, and J ſhall ſane you baith: 
From all perrill. and ke pe vou ftom all skaith: 
Chen ſaid thenznight, By life, Bir to mee grant, 


Then laid the ing, Feare not the trueth to ſay, 


F And on 
| f | Chen ſaid the knight, Mee had a ſonne truelie, 


$ Their pith, * powers and all their firme _—_— 
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r ſon died (hew mee pour minde x 
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amefull death but doubt ve shall both die, 


Ol the true frueth, one woꝛd yeethall not want: 


ence, heereF (hall ſaue yon tway, 


e well was ſeene in cunning and Clergie, 
Sicker cunning hee had in ſcience ſeuen. 

3 n all Planets that moued vnder heauen, 

| Be knew their courſe, and all their ſtrange Aſpeas 
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Il hetbes; and trees tight wonder well hee knew; 
Uhat ſtrength thep had, what pith # what vertue, 
here was no Fowle that euer fiew with wing, 
put hee knew well in ſong what they did ſing, 
ue ſo far there was no herbe that ſpꝛang, 

ee knewthe pith, and als the Fowles ſang; 
pon a day befo2e vs hee could fand, 
Tith Baſen, water, andTowell in hand, 
n the meane time that bonie Fowle af flight, 
che Nightingale at our window did light: 
ndſo began to ſing her notes full good, 
Nell were the man (quoth 1) that vnderſtod. 
on ſweete ſinging, and what the bird doth meang 
120th hee, Father, ſo pee will not bee tene, 
ſhould pou ſhew what pon bird ſings lo ſweete, 
ndeuerte note J ſhall to por interpꝛek. 

noth J, Deare Son, J'p2aptt.o2 fo mee ſhaw, 
o ſap the trueth, of no man ſtand thou aw: 
uoth hee, Father. fozſooth J tand in feate, 
t ſhall. you cratb, her ſong when pee it heare, 
ap, nay, ſaid J, of that pee haue no doubt, 
he bit ds ſong J p2ay thee tell mee out: 
uoth hee Pon bird. ſhee meanes into her ſong” | 
p Mother and yce are able to liue lo long: 
hile that pee ſtand befoze mee asſernands, 
nd blyth to hold the water to mine hands: 
that J will youſuifer ſuch to doe, 
uoth J, That day thou ſhalt neuer come to, 
nd fo at ſhoꝛt cre euer J toke reſt, 
nto the Dea foz to dꝛowne Jhim keſt. 
Ka 2 Then 


a 


The ſeuen Sages, 


Chen laid the Ning to you had! beene no ſkaith, 
Unto his hands ye had holden water baith, 
I thinke it had beneto-you both pleaſour, 
That your one ſon had come to ſuch honour. 
Then ſaid the Unight, that ſame thing J confeſſe, l= 
In great furtc J did it and wodneſfſe. 
lit and wiſedome was went, will was overmang®-* 
Right and reatoun, andrueth quite from mee ran: 
Do when wit wants, and ſtrength of reaſoun leiſt, 

I count a man no better noꝛ a beaſt, 
That runnes on head, andlokes to no reaſoun, 
Right ſo did J when J my ſon did dꝛowne. 

Then ſaid the Bing, I thinke it was follte, * 
Pou fo2 to woꝛke contrare the Majeſtie 

Mk God alone, and his great p:ovidence, 

His wit, his will, and mightie Ozdinance: 

e might well wit God or his ſapience, 
Chat to pour ſon had lend him uch ſ cience, 
Toknow the voice of the birds in the air, 

And it was God that cauſde her to come there, 

To ſing that ſong as God her had dire& it, 

Fo: in nd ſoꝛt ſhee might no way neglect it. | 
Wherefo:e let none the man moſt mightieſt, 
Caft him to woꝛke tontrare which God hath dzell: 
Fo2 it paſſeth wit, power, and puiſſance, 
To wozke contrare his mightie oꝛdinance. 
Now ye ſhall know the trueth and veritte, 
A am vonr ſon Which pee keſt in the Sea, 
Foꝛ the great God of his mightte Godhead, 
Math ma pꝛeſer bd from all danger of dead, 
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The ſeuen Sages. 


And by his grace hath bꝛought mer to this ate, | 
As J am now, and foz me did debait, 
fo2 his fozeſight no way can bie downe toe, 
But ever moꝛe the ſame will bx decoꝛcd. 
e, As woꝛthie is foꝛ none can wozke contrare, 
His pꝛovidence which ſurely declare. 
Then the father and mother hearing that, 
[#92 feare and joy fell tothe earth do wne flat. 
&, hom he toke vp with allhumilitie, 
Daying, Father and mother keare not mit: 
aue vd no doubt of all that J haue ſaid, 
Rather be blyth, joyous, mer rie and glaid, 
With delpe of G3d no danger chall pou deir. 
What ever pou thinke J-pzay you take no feir, 


£ Fall bpgane, J grant youplatne par3onn: 
F oꝛ ꝑæ ſhall find that my might and welfare, 

Shall be your gloꝛe fo now andevermate, 

Into this life ſo long as Jendure, 

J hauereaſoun pe two mee got and bure. 

20 with bipthaeCſe with hat into his hand, 
e kiſt them both with merrie heart laughand. 

Then the mother ſhee grat right piteouſty, 

g: And the father the teare fell in his Cie. 


Be ſhall aillnought in geare noꝛ pet in perſon, ! 


Chen laid the king, be (fill, and weip ven ught, 
Foꝛ in my realme with bleſſe pc thall be bꝛongyt, 


And with all gloze there ſhall pœ honourev be, 
Mith all blythneſſe, wozſhip, and dignitie. 
Aboue mp ſelle ercept my Rings crowne, 
UUbtchis reſeru' o but tomy owe per'ion::. 
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Pet this ſhould in no wiſc miniſh your right, 
| N02 pour honour pour Pajeſlie noꝛ might: 
Wut rather Hold the ſame eke and augment: 


hich mas by Gob onelie pꝛedeitinate: 


Tabel in that tale was Gods Mellenger, 


The ſeuen Sages, 

©9 in that place hee left certaine ſeruands, | 
To rule and guide their roumes, rents and lands, 
Mwoke his Father, and Mother to him hame, 
here they liude till in honour and good fame, 
All their life-time while God to death them dzeſt, 
Guided the Nealme in juſtice, peace and reſt. 
Unto the time courſe was palt of Nature, 

Ended their liues onelie to Gods pleaſure. 


How the Emprice was condemned to dead, 
With her louer without mercie or remead. 


18 Diocle ſiane ſaid tothe Emperonr, 
Father, this tale I folde to pour pleaſure. 

Which J belieue right well pee vnderſtand, 

Pea, euerie wezd (quoth hee) Don J warrand: 
It isa tate to bee noted, J ſap, 

Not one better J heard this many day. 

Then ſaid the Don, and pleaſe pour ajeſtie, 
Powbeit that God had giuen luch grace to me, 
l wit, wiſedome, and other great cunning, 
Ok diuerſe things hath lent ma vnderſtanding, 


y right, reaſon, and als cquall judgement, 
inlikewile the Kirigs gra and estate, 


Send by the bird to fing that hee might heare, 
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#02 had not beenc, God gaue that bird luch $raee, 


The ſeuen Sages. 80 


Poꝛ to his Mother it did none hinderance, 


Chen ſaid againe to him the Emperour, 
J perceiue well the Sonnes great honour: 


Into pour hands, and pee there o 


But rather would bee let at reſt and caſe,; 


By reaſon ok mine age and fœblenelle: 
But pe ſhall aye haue the authazitte, 
During pour life, euermoꝛe aboue mes: 


In all affaires that pertained pon to. 
All buſinelle that is laboztous, 


Alwapes J will accept them vpon mee, 
Pou fo2 to ſerue, as is my great duetie. 
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. | Sh:ehadnot ſung ſuch ſinging in that tplaces/ 
Lye Sonmes honour and als his dignitie ,,,. . - 
Toke none honour from his Father We ſer, 


Wut rather was their honour to aduance: - - 
Fo2 pee haue heard they were hondux d alwapes, 
Into his Real me during their life and dapes. 
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Can no way pare his Fathers might and gloꝛe, 
But rather ape to make it moꝛe and moe: 
Therekoꝛe J will the whole Empyze reſigne. 
oꝛe bee Ring. 
And guide the ſame, and haue the ule and tere, 
Foꝛ J am olde, and map not burthen bere: 


And pee the Realme to guide as pe beſt pleaſe: ; 
Fo2 J map not endure ſuch buſinelle. 


Then laid the ſonn „Saäuing your graces will, 
To that ſentence uo wiſe grant will J till. 
To charge, command, to bid, and fo? to doe, 


Ades and Erands, weightic andpondecs:!s : 


E, [And euer Hall the ſamicentabt and day, 
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The ſeven Sages, 

To pour pleaſure in ſo far as I map: 
The Emperour then commanded his Jufkice, 

n Jndgment ſit, and doe fo2th his office, 

And the Empzeſle in pꝛeſente io cauſe bꝛing, 

| With ber Rebald. clad in womens clothing, 

hom next her ſelfehe cauſed fo2 to ſtand, 
Then her Ladpes in ozder neare her hand. 
Then Diocleſiane to the Empe tour ſaid, 
Father, your Que ne pour honour hath drgraid: 

- Wver all the wozly you are great Emperour, 

nd it pertaines to your Grace and honour, 

To doe juſtice to all the ſame requy2es, 

Feoꝛ the ſame thing your Majeltie deſpꝛes; 

Alweil to pw2e as to the rich alway, 

Equall juſtice you ſhould miniſter ap, 

- Now I deſy2e that ye giue right ſentence, 

Ok the vntrueth, falſed, and great offence, 

Done and alleadgde by the Empꝛelle kalſelie, 

By counſel! of her ioue in contrare me, 

y whole falle meanes le ventimes J was foꝛth led 

o the gallous to leaue my life in wed, 

Als to pour Grace vnfaithfull hx hath bens, 

Pet her bodie, not guiding as a Quene, 

Ah ch is well pzwoved into your pꝛeſence, 

1 — many ſignes and perfcctevidence: 

pon the which J aske and als deſy2es, 

zuſtice and right even as the cauſe requyz*s? 

12 pour Suffice J would pee glue command, 
To giue ſentente but delatours fra hand. 


hen the Empz oſte heard this ſoze petition, 
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The ſeven Sages. . 
Upon the Earth then flatlings ſhee fell dolnne, 
At the Emperour asked grace and mercte, 
But in no ſo2t ſuch thing there could not bee, 
Accoꝛding to the Law her bade pzocede, | 
To gius ſentence confozme vnto her deve: 9 
Then bade panſe well to whom the deede was done, 
By whom, when, where, how long, oz vet how ſone, 
Then thereafter to make the pyntſhment, 7 
As pleaſde the Judge to giue fo2thhis Judgement. 
Then ſaid the Judge, No way J can her clenge, 
Foz her owne deve it ſelfe it doth revenge. 
The perfect pꝛofe of her Rebald and naue, 
Themſelle both files, as all men may perceaue, 
Moꝛeo ver the fault it is læle Paſeſtie, 

Done in contrare the Crownes dignitie. 

Into ſo far as ſhe defilde his bed, 

Then his one ſon to gallsus cauſde bee led, 
Thereloꝛe J giue in open Audience, 

And p2onounces now fo2 extreame ſentence, 
That the Empzeſſe be bound to an Yozſe-taile, 
Thꝛough all the ſfretes of the Citie her traile, 
Till ſhe come to the place burnt fo2 to be, 
Fo2 her pꝛeparde, that everie man mayſe, 
And als we giue on her Rebald ſentence, 
Fo! his knauerie, and his perverſe offence, 
Contrare the Crowne, mercileſle to bee martp2ve, 
On the Rats revin, hanged, dꝛawne, and quarterd: 
After that, his deſh to bee caſten to T pke, 
To bi devour'd with Dogs vader the Dpkes, 
And with the Fowles that fle into the Aire, 
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The ſeuen Sages. 
The Dogs leanings to take vp to their (aire: 
In memozte that he durſt ſo pꝛeſume, 
An confempt of the great @mperonr of Rome, 

This ſharpe ſentence we pꝛonounced openlie, 
Mo all people, and does it ratifie. - + 

s the ſame knowne, and to all men patent, 

well abſent, asthey that are pꝛeſent. 
So they were bothconfoꝛmed to their offence, 
Done and demained according to ſentence: 
Giuen and pꝛonounc'd by that moſt awfull judge, 
Mherekra remead they had none, noꝛ refuge. 
But ſnffered yyath with euerlaſting ſhame, 
And ape to bꝛœke of great Harlots the name, 
As woꝛthie was, fo2 why continuall ſin, 
Mlith indur d heart euer to liue therein, 
ut feare of God, oꝛ any repentance. 
Cauſ'd them ſuffer ſuch dulefull ſad ſentence, 
Howbeit that man ſuch bawdzie did not knaw, 
Pet God ok heauen right well it heard and ſaw, 
Fo: all things are to his eene ape patent: 
There toe hee found a ſuttle inſtrument, 
To — 42 thing to mans ſight be kend. 
Thus 1 pee ſe of this Empꝛite the end: 
* a0 ing great God, ot vs to haue mercie. 
And bs kozgine: Amen ſo map it bee. 


| yo declaration tothe Emprice after her death. 


Faithleſſe feeblefoole, O vglie bote holed hure, 
2 O pon ſaud paddac ls poole, O miſlhar mad monſture 
urſt catine creature, C Sathars ſecde all ſhent, 


| oth | That 
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The ſeuen Sages, 2 
That euer yet wrought nature, on yet to life mas leut: N 
where was thy wiſdome went! when ſuch follie thou fund 
Thy luſt thou may ſament that euer rooke ſuch in hands! 
Thou haſt loſt life and land, and all thy xojall raue, 
Thy ſtate no way could jiand, it wasſoitinking ftouts” | 
Vpon thee all cryes out, fy, Iy, for verieſhame 4 * + [| 
All womens ſcede dees ſhout vpmthy filthie name: 
Aye waried bee the mmbe, that braug be thee in this life 
Euer to brooke ſuch blame , woe worth thee wicked wife * 
Rooted in ſturt and ſtrife, thy bow was auer bended, 
Therefore. but ſword or knif,thy life now thou haſt ended 
So greatlie thou offenacd vnto an iunocent, 
That thou would neuer mend it into this life preſent, 
Thou would neuer repent; but wroght wrong with inivt 
Nom withſhame thou art ſhent, head patron to all huress| 
Aye while this world endures,cnerto brooke that name, 


with all quickg creatures, with ſlander lacke and ſhamed 
The concluſion of this worke, | 


N Dw our Empzice hath ſuffered, dead and gon | 
1 Lhercfo2eas now wee will tet her alone. 
CUith her harlot whole da pes they haue ill ſpended 
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Anillentric, ſoꝛ common is ill ended 

As well appearde indeede bet wirt them twap, 
We them as now no imther will J (ap? - + + | 
But in all haſte goe finiſh f.o:thour bk, 
Becauſe the ſame to doe wee vadertwke : 
There foꝛe as now moꝛe time wee will not ſpend, 
But ſhe w at ſho:t of the gad Emperours end. 
Wityta'fewdayes after this bulineits, * - 
\ * 3 Cs Th , 
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The E mperour bæ toke a ſoꝛe ſicknefſe, 
pleaſeth God, and payde his natutall debf, 
the tyme came, and as the terme was ſet. 


« — was ot that countrie and land, 
ſewlde the Tmpyze with wiſedome and pzudence , 
| Dal his Maſters in dayly reverence, 
By whoſe wiſedome, his counſell and deſp2e, 
Yee ed well his ktnadome and Emppꝛe. 
That hee pꝛecel lde all his pzedeceſſours, 
nriches, juſtice, wiſedome, and honours, 
Pt his Leiges ſuch loue hee ill conqueſt, 
Lhatov'r all thing in earth they lov'd him belt. 
his Paffers als they lov d him ov'r all thing, 
UUith all ſervice, as their true Leꝛd and Bing: 
And ſo ended their dayes in great honour, 
In ſop and mirth, and to the great pleaſure 
Df God alone, to wham all honour bee, 
Laude, v2aiſe. i imppꝛe, triumph, and dignities 
{t)ngdome, renowne, and toy perpetuall, 
wing and loue, obedience over all: 
alth and vertue, and everlaCing gloze, 
Into all woꝛlos both now and evermoze, 
Wee to that Lozd with all humilitie, 

And to diſtill a oꝛop of his mercie 
Dn v3 ſinners, his gloꝛe that wee may ſceit, Wo 
2 Nabe alure, ſay ederie man, 90 beeit. 


Diocleſiane then toke the ſteir in hand, 1 
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A ſhort declaration; where, and when, and 
at whoſe requeſt this booke was tranſſatei 


out of Proſe into Meter. 
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A T the requeiſt of my Ant called Kait. 

In rouſtie Ryme this quair I did tranſſait, 
Of all trim tearmes as fee may ſee denude, 
Becauſe ſhee mee proteſted air and lait, 

As ſtrange tearmes to Caſt out of my gar, 
Saying to mee ſhee them not ynderftood, 
Requyring als that 7 Would be ſo good, 
Womens honour to hold vp and eſtait, 

As yee may ſee I durſt not elle but dude, 

So in ſeven weeks this quair was clene compleit, 
Out of plaine proſe now keeping merers feit: 
Within the fort and Towre of Tamtallown, 
When the Engliſh float be ſyde Inchteith did fleit, 
Vponthe Sea in that great burning heate, 

Both Scots and Engliſh of Leith lay at the towne, 
With ſharpe aſſiege, and garneiſt gariſoun, 

On ather ſort where ſundrie loſt the ſwelt, 

That ſame tyme Imade this rraoflationn. 


: 
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In merrineſſe ſince my Ant cauſde me make it, 
1 you requyre good Readers for to take it 
In patience where faults are found corre them, © + 
Yet were Llaith over far that it were lacked: 
If ſome verſe halts, or any colours cracked, 
For my requeſt take out a pen and bleck them, 
Becauſe for haiſt perchance I did neglect them. 
For if ſo be / can no way defend it, 
Excuſe it ſelſe, and ſo this quair is ended. 


Pe, THE AVTHOR SAYES 
to the Booke. 
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j IN haſte goe hye thee to ſome hole, 
Aud hide thee, bee not call'd a Books, 
« oe cowme thee ou'rall blacke with vole, 
oe ſincere thee ou'r with ſmiddie ſmooke: 
Or ſcoure pots to ſome. greeſie cooke, 
Dr in ſome Kitchin turne the Speete, 
Among Ladies thou dare not looke, 
For they will on thee with their feete, 
For men of good thou art not meete, 
They will thee hold of ſmall auaile, 
What reſts there then, but ycelde thy ſpirit 
0 r to tyr de Tincklers tell thy tale: 


1 


or pt men few will ſet by thee, 
I ſweare by the rude of Craile: 
'C aching my part, I heere deny thee, 
y counſell is that thou cauſe cry thee. 

mon Cowclinkes and common hures, 
* women they may defig thee, 
fall thy crackes they take no cures: 
ur fond. Fillockes vp in the Moores, 
ho firſt you reads, ſomeskinner hang them 
Een them thou worke all injures, 
ion and fend thy ſelfe among them. 
ret FINIG | 


hy rouſtie ryme among them raile, 7 
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